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For over 50 years Joy of Living has been effectively establishing individuals around the world in the sound, basic study of God’s Word.

Evangelical and interdenominational, Joy of Living reaches across denominational and cultural barriers, enriching lives through the simple, pure truths of God’s inspired Word, the Bible.

Studies are flexible, suited for both formal and informal meetings, as well as for personal study. Each lesson contains historical background, commentary, and a week’s worth of personal application questions, leading readers to discover fresh insights into God’s Word. Courses covering many books in both the Old and New Testaments are available. Selected courses are also available in several foreign languages. Contact the Joy of Living office for details.

Joy of Living Bible Studies was founded by Doris W. Greig in 1971 and has grown to include classes in nearly every state in the Union and many foreign countries.
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This unique Bible study series may be used by people who know nothing about the Bible, as well as by more knowledgeable Christians. Each person is nurtured and discipled in God’s Word, and many develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as they study.

Joy of Living is based on the idea that each person needs to open the Bible and let God speak to them by His Holy Spirit, applying the Scripture’s message to their needs and opportunities, their family, church, job, community, and the world at large.

Only a Bible is needed for this study series. While commentaries may be helpful, it is not recommended that people consult them as they work through the daily study questions. It is most important to allow the Holy Spirit to lead them through the Bible passage and apply it to their hearts and lives. If desired, additional commentaries may be consulted after answering the questions on a particular passage.

The first lesson of a series includes an introduction to the study, plus the first week’s daily study questions. Some questions are simple, and some are deeper for those who are more advanced.
 The individual works through the Bible passages each day, praying and asking God’s guidance in applying the truth to their own life. (The next lesson will contain the commentary on the Bible passage being covered in the study questions.)

To Use in a Group Setting: 

After the daily personal study of the passage has been completed, the class gathers in a small group, where they pray together and discuss what they have written in response to the questions about the passage, clarifying problem areas and getting more insight into the passage. The small group/discussion leader helps the group focus on biblical truth, and not just on personal problems. The student is the only person who sees their own answers and shares only what they feel comfortable sharing.

After small groups meet for discussion and prayer, they often gather in a large group meeting where a teacher gives a brief lecture covering the essential teaching of the Bible passage that was studied during the prior week and discussed in the small groups. The teacher may clarify the passage and challenge class members to live a more committed daily life.

At home, the student begins the next lesson, which contains commentary notes on the prior week’s passage and questions on a new Scripture passage.
Do You KNOW You Have Eternal Life?
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Your condition…

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

But your iniquities (sins) have separated you from your God. (Isaiah 59:2)

For the wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23)

There is help…

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. (1 Peter 3:18)

The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

What do I do?…

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out. (Acts 3:19)

Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved. (Acts 16:31)

You CAN know…

He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:12-13)

If you would like to make the decision today to repent and trust Christ as your Savior, either for the first time or as a re-commitment of your life, you may want to pray a prayer similar to this one:

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner. Please forgive my sins. Thank You for dying on the cross for me, and for coming alive again. I accept Your gifts of forgiveness and eternal life. I place my life in Your hands. I want to be Yours forever. Thank you for loving me so much. 

In Your name I pray. Amen.

Judges & Ruth Lesson 1
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God’s Call, God’s Promise

(Genesis 11-35)

Although the events related in Judges take place between 1000 and 1400 b.c., the story begins with one man over a thousand years earlier in the city of Ur of the Chaldees. The descendants of Noah had spread out, multiplied and populated the earth, and they had again abandoned the God who created them.

Yet God had not abandoned man. He called one man, Abram, and told him that if he would leave his country and go to a land God would show him, He would give Abram that land, make a great nation from his descendants, and bless all the world through him. (It would be through his descendants that the Savior of the world would come.) In faith Abram (later called Abraham) obeyed God. 

Abraham settled in the land that God led him to, the land of Canaan, and lived for many years among the heathen people who dwelt there, yet he remained childless. When Abraham questioned God about this childlessness the Lord reassured him that his descendants would be as numerous as the stars in the sky, and then the Lord spoke to him of these future offspring, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and ill-treated four hundred years. But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterwards they will come out with great possessions. You, however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age. In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure” (Genesis 15:13-16, italics added). This is important to remember as we study the book of Judges.

Well, Abraham finally had a son, Isaac, to whom the promises were given, and he in turn had a son, Jacob, to whom the promises were given.

From a Family to a Nation

(Genesis 46—Exodus 18)

Jacob, whose name God changed to Israel, had 12 sons. When Jacob was an old man he, his sons and their families (70 people in all) went into Egypt to escape starvation during a great famine. One of the sons, Joseph, was already there and in great power. He was second only to the pharaoh, and because of this, the family was well cared for.

However, generations passed and the children of Israel (Jacob) grew in numbers. A new pharaoh arose and was fearful of this great number of foreigners living within the borders of his land. To protect himself and his country, he placed the Israelites in bondage, where they remained for nearly 400 years. 

As always, God was faithful, and in His time He raised up a man named Moses to lead them out of bondage. With great and mighty miracles God delivered the Israelites from the Egyptians and led them to the land He had promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

A Covenant Made — A Covenant Broken

(Exodus 19 — Joshua)

Prior to their entering the Promised Land, the general area of Israel today (see map), God made a covenant with the Israelites. At Mount Sinai God said to them, “Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:5-6). They agreed to serve the Lord and obey His commands. He gave them His Law and promised to bless them as long as they served Him. But even as God gave them His glorious Law, they were rebelling against Him and worshipping other gods. And so began the cycle of God’s blessing, Israel’s rebellion, God’s disciplining, their repentance, and God’s deliverance and blessing again.

Because of their continued disobedience and rebellion, the Israelites wandered in the desert for 40 years after leaving Egypt and prior to entering the Promised Land. God, however, miraculously provided for them during that time. Finally, poised on the verge of entering the Promised Land, God designated Joshua, son of Nun, to lead them in the conquest of their new homeland. The final chapter of the book of Joshua states, “Israel served the Lord throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him and who had experienced everything the Lord had done for Israel” (Joshua 24:31).

God’s Plan

The Bible unfolds for us God’s beautiful plan to redeem mankind and restore to us everything that was lost in the Garden of Eden. The conquest of Canaan and the consequent removal of the ungodly and wicked people living there were part of God’s plan. God chose (see Romans 9:4-5):

· To establish Israel as a “holy nation” (Exodus 19:6),

· To give them His laws and the temple worship,

· To reveal to them His glory, and, 

· Through them to bring forth the Messiah, the Savior, to redeem the world.

Acts 17:26 relates a truth we either don’t know or often forget: “From one man [Adam] he [God] made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he [God] determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.” This is God’s world; we are God’s creation. God determines the where and the when…and God had promised the land of Canaan to Abram (and his descendants). As we learned at the beginning of this lesson, God warned Abram that his descendants would be enslaved for 400 years, but “in the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure” (Genesis 15:16). 

The Amorites were one of the Canaanite peoples, all of whom were to be driven out of the land because of their wickedness.
 God had given them over 400 years to repent, but they hadn’t responded. In Exodus 23:23-24, God told Moses, “My angel will go ahead of you and bring you into the land of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites and Jebusites, and I will wipe them out. Do not bow down before their gods or worship them or follow their practices. You must demolish them and break their sacred stones to pieces.”
In the Bible’s account of Israel’s conquest of the Promised Land, we read about slaughter that we would normally view as an atrocity. We must realize, however, that God is the giver of life, and He has the right to determine how many years each person lives. If He decrees that a people are to be wiped out or destroyed, He does so in righteousness. In the case of the Canaanites, He had given them over 400 years to repent, yet they had refused. 

Deuteronomy 32:3-4, 39-41 says, “I will proclaim the name of the Lord. Oh, praise the greatness of our God! He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.… [The Lord says] ‘See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, and no one can deliver out of my hand. I lift my hand to heaven and declare: As surely as I live forever, when I sharpen my flashing sword and my hand grasps it in judgment, I will take vengeance on my adversaries and repay those who hate me.”

We must trust and believe that God is who He says He is—holy, just, righteous, good, wise, merciful, loving, omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent. We cannot judge His actions from our limited understanding. Isaiah 55:8-9 says, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” We must trust who He is.

Allotment of the Land

Within the Promised Land, each Israelite tribe was given areas of land. Remember, the Israelites were the descendants of Abraham, through his son Isaac, through his son Jacob. Each tribe of Israel consisted of the descendants of each of Jacob’s (Israel’s) sons: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Joseph, and Benjamin. (You can learn more about this family and these men in the Joy of Living study on Genesis.) 

There is no tribe named Joseph because his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, were adopted by Jacob (Genesis 48:5); therefore they are known as half-tribes. The tribe of Levi was not given a portion of land because they were chosen to be the keepers of the tabernacle (later the temple) and its furnishings (see Numbers 1).

The Book of Judges

The book of Judges opens immediately after the death of Joshua, and we see the continuing cycle of God’s blessing, Israel’s rebellion, God’s disciplining, their repentance, and God’s deliverance and blessing again.

Judges covers the period in Israel’s history after the death of Joshua until the establishment of the monarchy under King Saul. We will study Judges chapters 1-16, which is the main body of the book. (Chapters 17-21 of Judges are appendices to the book, and do not refer to any of Israel’s judges or to the times of oppression suffered by the people of Israel. We will not address these chapters in this study.)

The Land

As you read through the book of Judges, look at the locations on the maps and consider the terrain as it is described in the Bible passage. The terrain—the physical features of the location—determined whether or not that particular area was suitable for human settlement and how they would survive: Was there water? Would it be good land for crops? Could it only be used for grazing sheep? 

The terrain also determined how a particular area could be attacked and conquered, or, how it could be defended against invaders: How would troops and materials be moved? How would supplies be obtained?

The Book of Ruth

The book of Ruth is set during the time of the judges. A beautiful story of love and grace, it reminds us that no matter how evil the time, God has His people; no matter how hopeless a situation may seem, God is greater (see Romans 5:20; 11:4-5). No matter what, God’s plan and purpose will be accomplished (see Psalm 33:11).

Study Questions

Return to Table of Contents
Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

· Each day the assigned Scripture may include long passages. If necessary you may read only the specific portions cited for each question. If you have more time, you may wish to read the entire assigned passage.

First Day: Read the Introduction to Judges and Ruth.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the Introduction to Judges and Ruth or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.

 Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Scan Judges 1-5, concentrating on 1:1—2:5.

1.
a.
Challenge: To understand the Israelites’ situation at this time, read Moses’ instructions to them in Deuteronomy 7:1-11. Who would bring Israel into the Promised Land, drive out the nations before them, and “deliver them over” to Israel? (Deuteronomy 7:1-2a)

b.
What was Israel’s responsibility? (Deuteronomy 7:2b-3,5)

2.
From Judges 1:19-21,27-35, did Israel obey God’s command to completely drive out or destroy the Canaanite peoples? Write down phrases that summarize Israel’s situation at this time.

3.
What human or natural reasons are given for Israel’s failure to completely take possession of the land in Judges 1:19 and 27?

4.
What did the angel of the Lord say was the real reason for their failure? (Judges 2:1-2)

5.
a.
What would be the consequences of Israel’s disobedience? (Judges 2:3)

b.
How did the people respond to this message from the Lord? (Judges 2:4-5)

6.
Personal: We, too, suffer the consequences of our disobedience to God, our sin. Even after we repent and confess our sin, and are forgiven through the work of Jesus Christ, the consequences of our past actions often remain as “thorns” in our sides. In what way has your past sin been a thorn in your side?

Third Day: Review Judges 1-5, concentrating on 2:6—3:6.

1.
a.
Challenge: Judges 2:6 begins, “After Joshua had dismissed the Israelites…” In Joshua 24, Joshua had gathered the people of Israel and reviewed the great things God had done for them. What choice did he offer them in Joshua 24:14-15?

b.
What was the people’s answer? (Joshua 24:24)

2.
How long did the people of Israel continue to serve the Lord, according to Judges 2:7?

3.
After the death of the generation that had personally experienced the reality of God, Israel began a cycle that was repeated many times in the book of Judges. What do you learn about the steps of this cycle in the following verses? Summarize briefly.

sin (Judges 2:11-13)

defeat and slavery (Judges 2:14-15)

salvation (Judges 2:16,18)

more sin (Judges 2:17,19)

4.
When Israel violated God’s covenant, He declared that He would no longer drive out the remaining Canaanite people from the Promised Land. For what two purposes did God use the presence of the nations left in Canaan? (Judges 2:22; 3:1-2)

5.
a.
Review Deuteronomy 7:2b-3. What had God commanded Israel regarding the people in the land of Canaan?

b.
What did the Israelites actually do? (Judges 3:5-6)

6.
Personal: The generation after Joshua fell into sin. They had not seen the miracles their fathers had talked about; they had not personally experienced the reality of God. As Christian parents, we can teach our children about God, but each one, as they reach adulthood, must make their own commitment to follow Him. Some may choose to go their own way; the best, and sometimes only, thing we can do is pray for them. Have you experienced this situation? What encouragement do you receive from Proverbs 22:6?

Fourth Day: Review Judges 1-5, concentrating on 3:7-31.

1.
a.
How is the cycle of sin/defeat and slavery/salvation (see Third Day, Question 3) borne out in Judges 3:7-11? Summarize briefly.

b.
How was Othniel empowered to deliver Israel? (Judges 3:10a)

2.
Whom did the Lord next give power over Israel, and why? (Judges 3:12)

3.
Whom did the Lord raise up to deliver Israel, and why? (Judges 3:15)

4.
How long did Israel live in peace after this deliverance? (Judges 3:30)

5.
Who was the third judge of Israel, and how did he deliver Israel from an oppressor? (Judges 3:31)

6.
Personal: It’s so easy to wonder, “Why didn’t Israel learn from the past? Why did they keep falling into sin?” Remember, the passage we read today covers almost 150 years—many generations would have come and gone during this time. The main point is, God was faithful to answer His people’s cry for help when they finally did remember Him and call out to Him. Has God used difficult times to try to get your attention? What have you learned from these times?

Fifth Day: Review Judges 1-5, concentrating on 4-5.

1.
a.
Judges chapters 4 and 5 are parallel accounts—chapter 4 in prose and chapter 5 in poetry—of the same period in Israel under the leadership of the next judge. From Judges 4:1 and 5:8a, why were the Israelites being oppressed?

b.
From Judges 4:2-3 and 5:6-8, what were conditions like for the Israelites?

2.
What do you learn about Deborah the judge from Judges 4:4-5?

3.
a.
At God’s command, whom did Deborah send for, and what did she tell him? (Judges 4:6-7)

b.
How did Barak show a lack of faith? (Judges 4:8)

c.
What did Deborah warn him would be the result of this? (Judges 4:9a)

4.
a.
What did the commander of the Canaanites do when he heard of Israel’s troop movements? (Judges 4:12-13)

b.
Humanly speaking, Barak’s hastily gathered army had no chance against such might.
 How did Deborah challenge and encourage Barak? (Judges 4:14)

5.
Challenge: Throughout Israel’s history, God continually reassured His people. In the following verses, did Moses and Isaiah tell the people that they would not have to fight at all, or that they would not have to pass through any difficulties? What was God’s reassurance?

Deuteronomy 20:4

Deuteronomy 31:6

Isaiah 43:1-2

6.
Personal: If you are a Christian, God also goes ahead of you and with you, no matter what difficulties you face. What are you facing today? How would it change your attitude and actions if you truly believe that God always goes ahead of you and is with you?

Sixth Day: Review Judges 1-5, again concentrating on 4-5.

1.
From Judges 4:15-16 and 5:20-21, what happened in the battle? Who was responsible for the victory?

2.
a.
Who were the Kenites, according to Judges 4:11?

b.
Sisera knew the Kenites were on good terms with his king. What happened after he tried to hide in Jael’s tent? (Judges 4:17-22; summarize briefly)

c.
How did this fulfill Deborah’s words in Judges 4:9a?

3.
What resulted from the defeat of Sisera? (Judges 4:23-24; 5:31)

4.
What did Deborah and Barak do after the victory? (Judges 5:1-5)

5.
Personal: Do you remember to praise God for all that He has done for you? Do you praise Him so that others can hear about His greatness? Write down your praise here. Whom will you share it with?
Judges & Ruth Lesson 2
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Judges Chapters 1-5

As you go through this study, keep in mind that the land promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Israel), and eventually conquered and occupied by the Israelites, is referred to in different ways in Scripture (e.g. Israel, Canaan, Palestine, the Promised Land). Sometimes only sections of that land are referred to, and are called by the name of a particular tribe (e.g. Naphtali, Dan, Judah) or by the geographical location (Valley of Jezreel, Mt. Gilboa). You can refer to the map to help you see where events are occurring in each Bible passage.

Another thing to watch for concerns the passage of time in Scripture. As we read through the Bible, God sometimes gives us an overview of a period of time in which one or two paragraphs may cover many years, even several generations. At other times He zooms in and spends several chapters covering events taking place in a very short period of time. So it is with Judges. 

To help you put it in perspective, you may want to note the passage of time in a Scripture passage (e.g. twenty years) and think of that amount of time in relation to your own life. Did you exist twenty (or however many) years ago? If so, what were you doing? How much has changed in your family, city, state, or country during the same passage of time? 

Think of the changes that have taken place in your own culture during that amount of time. Think of the differences in even one generation. How much do you know about what it was like when your parents were young? I know my adult children, much less their children, don’t really know what it would be like to live in a society where profanity, adultery and nudity (or near nudity) were not bombarding their minds in movies, television programs, commercials, magazines, even billboards; where honesty and integrity were qualities to be desired; where the person who yelled the loudest or acted the rudest wasn’t cheered; where academic achievement and dedication to perfecting a talent (musical, artistic, literary) were valued more than having big muscles and being cute or looking “sexy” and acting indecent. The list could go on. 

You see how easily values can change in one or two generations. When God and His ways are eliminated from a society’s thinking, then it is “anything goes”…and it is always downhill. It becomes as it was in the days of Judges, when “everyone did as he saw fit” (Judges 17:6). Anarchy reigned, and bondage and oppression soon followed.

Whom Will You Serve?

Several generations before the days of Judges, at Mount Sinai, God restated His promise to the Israelites that He would bring them into the Promised Land, and would drive out the nations currently living there. The Israelites, in turn, had certain responsibilities: as God gave them victory, they were to “destroy them [those currently dwelling in the land] totally. Make no treaty with them and show them no mercy. Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons…This is what you are to do them: Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones, cut down their Asherah poles and burn their idols in the fire” (Deuteronomy 7:2b-3,5).

Now, over 80 years later, and just prior to his death, Joshua gathered the Israelites together at Shechem (see Joshua 24). He reviewed their history and reminded them of all that God had done for them: deliverance from bondage in Egypt; miraculous provision in the desert; the many military victories that had been accomplished not by their own power and might, but by God; and the fact that they were now living in the Promised Land, dwelling in cities they had not built and enjoying the bounty of vineyards and olive trees that they had not planted. Since God had been faithful to all His promises to them, Joshua exhorted the Israelites to keep their promises, to fear the Lord and serve Him with all faithfulness. He made it plain—they couldn’t just pretend to serve God. If they didn’t want to serve Him, then they should choose, then and there, whom they would serve—either the gods their forefathers served in Mesopotamia (over 400 years before) or the gods of the Amorites in whose land they were living. Joshua, however, announced that he and his household would serve the Lord.

This new generation of Israelites protested, stating that they, too, would serve the Lord, that He was their God and they would obey Him. Joshua cautioned them—God was not to be trifled with. If they forsook Him, He would bring disaster on them. But they affirmed, yet again, “We will serve the Lord!” (Joshua 24:21,24). With this, Joshua sent the tribes to their individual inheritances. 

We have the same choice set before us. First, think of all that God has done for you and continues to do daily—things we take for granted, such as giving us life and breath, the surety of day and night, and the unchanging pattern of the seasons—and things as great and mighty as saving us from our sins, giving us a future and a hope, and allowing us to know Him. After thinking on these, consider, are there any false gods in your life? Perhaps you don’t bow down to idols or claim the name of a false god, but do you put a person, money or power in the place of God in your life? Perhaps you allow activities and responsibilities to rob you of time alone with God. So today, we ask you to choose whom you will serve. You can serve only one master (see Matthew 6:24). If you’ve been guilty of allowing someone or something other than God to take first place in your life, repent and ask God to forgive you. He will do it (see 1 John 1:9).

Disobedience and Defeat

Joshua had led the Israelites in obedience and faith and in many great victories. Although, at Joshua’s death, there were still areas to be conquered, under his leadership the main strength of the Canaanites had been broken and they were unable to keep the Israelites from entering the land. 

Remember, during the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him (and who had experienced everything the Lord had done), the Israelites served the Lord. But the book of Judges begins, “After the death of Joshua…” Although the Israelites began well by seeking God’s direction, the cycle of God’s blessing, Israel’s rebellion, God’s disciplining, their repentance, and God’s deliverance and blessing again, soon began.

Prior to Israel’s actual possession of the land, God had designated which areas were to be occupied by the various tribes (see map for the distribution of land). This Promised Land, although rich and full, was already inhabited. Some of the inhabitants were descendants of Anak and were unusually strong and tall (see Deuteronomy 9:2). There were also many fortified, walled cities, and the people of the plains had chariots made of iron, while Israel had none (see Judges 1:19). In their own strength it would be impossible for the Israelites to succeed, but by trusting God and walking in obedience to Him, they would be able to fully possess the land.

Yet, in Judges chapter 1 we see the following phrases that express their defeat, “…they were unable to drive the people from the plains…failed to dislodge…did not drive out the people…never drove them out completely” (verses 19,21,27,28). Why did this happen? 

Judges 2:1-4 gives us the answer. At Bokim the Lord let the Israelites know that He had not forgotten His covenant with them—the problem was not with Him, but with them. They had not held up their end of the bargain, and because of this the Lord said, “I will not drive them [the inhabitants of the land] out before you; they will be thorns in your sides and their gods will be snares to you.”

Judges 2:10-13 gives an account of their disobedience… 

· They forsook the Lord.

· They followed and worshiped various gods of the people around them.

And Judges 2:14-15 lists the consequences…

· The Lord handed them over to raiders who plundered them.

· The Lord sold them to their enemies and they were unable to resist them.

· When they went out to fight, the Lord was against them to defeat them.

God’s Grace and Israel’s Rebellion

God in His mercy never left the Israelites without hope, even in their sin. When they cried out to the Lord in their misery, He raised up judges to deliver them. Their freedom, however, never lasted long because the next generation quickly turned from “the way of obedience to the Lord’s commands” (Judges 2:17) back to worshipping other gods. Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for them, He was with the judge and saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived. But as soon as the judge died, they returned to their evil ways, even more corrupt than their fathers had previously been. The Scripture says, “They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways” (Judges 2:19). What a fearful statement. They “refused” God. And they suffered the consequences!

We have to be careful, too. God extends His grace to us, and how often do we refuse to accept it? Do you harden your heart against God? You may not bow down to an idol, but do you fail to walk in His ways? Do you compromise with the world by the things you watch with your eyes, the things you hear with your ears and the places you go? Do you seek to have godly attitudes and handle the situations of life as Christ would? If not, what are you going to do about it?

God’s Plan

You may wonder why God didn’t just remove the ungodly inhabitants from the land before He sent the Israelites there to live. But God has a plan and a purpose in everything—He was creating for Himself a holy nation. On Mount Sinai He said, “Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:5-6). 

Yes, Israel would be a holy nation, separate from the evil ways of the world, through whom the Savior of the world would come. The impossible situations the Israelites faced in conquering their foes caused them to draw near to God and rely on His power for success. Ease, on the other hand, was dangerous for them. God had warned the Israelites through Moses in Deuteronomy 8:10-14, 17-18, “When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you. Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery…You may say to yourself, ‘My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me. But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth...’”

So with us, ease can be dangerous. We can become proud, or believe that what we possess or have accomplished is by our own ability, forgetting that even our abilities come from God. 1 Corinthians 4:7 says, “For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?” 

When we are at ease, we can become indifferent, not seeking to maintain a relationship with the Lord and walk in His ways. We can become too busy with His “gifts” to us and forget about Him, the Giver. The wisdom of Proverbs 30:8b-9 says, “Give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.” Dare we say that? Are you willing for God to give you, in all of life, what will keep you dependent on Him—what will work in you His holiness and righteousness? If not, what is it that is more important to you than being the person God wants you to be?

The Lessons of Warfare

If only the Israelites had driven the enemy out in the first place, if only they had sought to be a holy nation, they would have had peace, but they didn’t. Having the Canaanite nations remain to be thorns in their side was a direct consequence of Israel’s disobedience, but, as always, God had His plan.

God accomplishes many things with just one act. Think of all that happens when the sun comes over the horizon and daylight streams on creation—how it affects plants, people, temperature, road conditions, etc. So, God allowed these nations to remain to accomplish His purposes. 

He used them to test each generation to see if they would obey Him. And when they didn’t, when they forgot God and served other gods…

…God used these and other nations to oppress them until they would turn and cry out to Him for deliverance. 

And, He used them to “teach warfare to the descendants of the Israelites who had not had previous battle experience” (Judges 3:2).

At first reading of this passage, you may picture a military “boot camp” with push-ups and chin-ups, fighting techniques and tactical training. But I want you to pause a moment and consider how the Israelites gained victory over their enemies. It was not by their might and it was not by their power; it was by dependence on and obedience to God. So you see, each successive disobedient generation was driven, by the enemies in the land, to cry out to God for help. Then God didn’t just go “ding—you are now free.” No, just turning to God and asking for help wasn’t enough; they had to learn to rely on and obey Him in order to conquer their oppressors.

We see these same principles in our own lives. We go our own way, do our own thing, and God in His grace allows something to oppress us. It could be something external like difficulties at our job, or something internal like depression or discouragement. But just praying about the matter doesn’t make it go away. We have to be willing to change our course, to seek God and get to know Him through His Word, and then act in obedience to what He says. He tells us in 2 Corinthians 10:4, “The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.” Thank God that He allows difficulties, and even failures, in our lives to cause us to seek Him, who is life and peace and joy. Let the pressures of life push you close to God, not come between you and Him.

Othniel, Ehud and Shamgar

In direct disobedience to God’s instructions (see Deuteronomy 7:2-5), the Israelites settled in among the people of the land, intermarried with them, and served their gods (see Judges 3:5-6). And, just as God promised (He always keeps His Word), He caused them to be subject to the king of Aram for eight years. When the Israelites turned to the Lord and called on Him for help, He raised up Caleb’s nephew, Othneil, to deliver them. God’s Spirit came on Othniel and he went to war and defeated the enemy. For the next forty years, while Othniel lived, they had peace.

As soon as Othneil died the Israelites turned back to their evil ways, and the Lord allowed Eglon, king of Moab, to overpower Israel and set up court near the place where Jericho, the City of Palms, had been located. 

As before, when the Israelites cried out to Him, God raised up a judge to deliver them. This judge, Ehud, came from the tribe of Benjamin. In a bold move, this left-handed man made an 18-inch, double-edged sword and strapped it to his right thigh under his clothing, a place where you would not expect to find a sword. After delivering tribute
 to King Eglon and starting his return journey, Ehud left his companions and returned to the king’s court. He requested a private audience with the king to give him a message from God. His request was granted, and all of Eglon’s servants were told to leave. 

Ehud’s message consisted of his sword being thrust into the king, killing him. After bolting the door, Ehud escaped from an upstairs porch. Because the door was bolted from the inside, the servants thought the king was “relieving” himself and didn’t disturb him for quite some time. When, at last, they finally decided to take the key and enter, they found the king dead. Ehud was long gone.

Ehud gathered the Israelite troops and took possession of the fords of the Jordan river. This was where crossing the river was easiest. This move cut off the escape route of the Moabites fleeing their capital near Jericho and also kept Moabite reinforcements from coming to their aid. With no king and a defeated army, Moab became subject to Israel. And for the next 80 years, Israel had peace.

Israel’s next judge, Shamgar, has very little said about him. He was a “son of Anath” (Judges 3:31), which may mean that he was from the town of Beth Anath located in northern Israel in the territory of Naphtali. He is listed between the judges Ehud and Deborah (we have no certain way of knowing if he was a contemporary of either of them). All that is told of his exploits is that he “struck down six hundred Philistines with an ox-goad” and saved Israel. An ox-goad is an eight-foot wooden pole, having at one end a spade for removing mud from the plow and at the other a sharp point for prodding oxen
. The point may or may not have been tipped with metal. In the hands of this judge, anointed of God, it became a mighty weapon against the enemies of Israel.

Deborah

The story of the next judge, Deborah, is in two accounts, in Judges chapters 4 and 5. The first is in prose and the second is in the lyrics to a song of victory and praise to God. Each complements the other.

After the death of Ehud, the Israelites, once again, did evil and chose new gods. And, once again, God gave them over to their enemies. This time the enemy was Jabin, a mighty king of Canaan with nine hundred iron chariots. The general of his army was Sisera. Jabin’s seat of power was located in Hazor in northern Israel along the main route between Egypt and Mesopotamia.

The Bible tells us that Jabin’s oppression of Israel was cruel, so cruel that the Israelites no longer lived in their villages or traveled on the main roads, but on winding paths. Out of 40,000 Israelites there was not one shield or spear, and without God on their side, they were helpless against Jabin. After 20 years of his cruel oppression, the Israelites finally cried out to God—God who was there waiting for them to return to Him. 

Perhaps you have disobeyed God and are being cruelly oppressed by your enemy, the devil. God is waiting for you to turn to Him, seeking His forgiveness and help. He has promised, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5b).

Even in the midst of dark and evil times, God has His remnant of people who serve Him. Deborah was one. Not only did she lead and judge Israel, but she was also a wife and a mother. As we said before, at that time everyday life in Israel was difficult. Village life had ceased, so unlike many of the male judges, who decided matters at the city gate, Deborah judged and settled the people’s disputes under a palm tree between Ramah and Bethel. 

Like Moses’ sister Miriam many years before her, Deborah was a prophetess, and at God’s command she sent for Barak, who lived in Kedesh in Naphtali. Barack was given specific instructions from God. If he would obey, God would lure Sisera and his troops to the Kishon River and there deliver them into Barak’s hands.

For whatever reason, Barak was willing to obey, but only if Deborah accompanied him. Deborah agreed, but said that because of this the honor of killing Sisera would go to a woman. So Barak returned to Kedesh and there, with Deborah, gathered ten thousand men.

Living at Kedesh were a man named Heber, his wife Jael and their clan. Heber was not an Israelite, but a Kenite, a descendant of Moses’ brother-in-law. The Kenites had been allied with Israel since the days of Moses; however, Heber had left the other Kenites and moved north. It appears that he had allied himself with Jabin and Sisera. 

When told about the troop movements under the leadership of Barak, Sisera gathered his nine hundred chariots and his army and went to the Kishon River in the Jezreel Valley.

The Battle

Psalm 20:7 says, “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.” Sisera trusted in his mighty army and his nine hundred iron chariots, but they were nothing to Israel, who was trusting in God.

All of creation is subject to the Lord who made it, and, at His command, the sky poured rain and the river Kishon overflowed its banks. Sisera’s chariots were mired in the mud and God caused the army to panic. All the troops were killed and Sisera fled on foot.

In his flight, Sisera took refuge in the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite. At her invitation, and believing he had found a safe haven in which to rest and take nourishment, Sisera laid down to rest in her tent. But Jael’s allegiance was with Israel. When Sisera was asleep, she took a tent peg and drove it through his temple. Sisera was dead. So fulfilled Deborah’s prophecy that Sisera would be delivered into the hands of a woman. 

The might of Jabin had been broken, his general was dead, and the Israelites grew stronger and stronger until they completely destroyed him. 

A Song of Praise

A song of praise sprang forth from Deborah and Barak on the day of their victory. In their song they expounded God’s greatness and His mighty deliverance of Israel in former times. They lamented Israel’s sin and its resulting consequences. They urged Israel to live as they had in ages gone by, trusting God. They sang of the gathering of the men for battle. They explained God’s mighty actions against Sisera on behalf of His people. They marveled over Jael’s cunning defeat of Sisera, and lastly, they prayed that God’s enemies would perish and that those who love Him would thrive.

So again, Israel had peace—this time for forty years. 

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

· Each day the assigned Scripture may include long passages. If necessary you may read only the specific portions cited for each question. If you have more time, you may wish to read the entire assigned passage.

First Day: Read the commentary on Judges 1-5.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Judges 1-5 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Judges 6:1-24, concentrating on verses 1-6.

1.
Review: From Judges 5:31b, how much time passed between the time of Israel’s victory under Deborah’s leadership and the beginning of Judges 6?

2.
a.
What did the Israelites do, again? (Judges 6:1a)

b.
Challenge: Review Deuteronomy 7:2b-3,5. What was Israel’s responsibility after God brought them into the Promised Land?

3.
a.
What did God do because of this? (Judges 6:1b)

b.
Challenge: Review Judges 2:1-3. Had God warned Israel of these consequences for their disobedience?

4.
What was life like for the Israelites under the oppression of the Midianites? (Judges 6:2-5)

5.
What did the Israelites finally do? (Judges 6:6)

6.
Personal: It took a long time for God to get Israel’s attention by means of the oppression of their enemies. Has God ever used difficult circumstances to get your attention, or is He doing it now? What did or do you need to repent of? (Repent means, “to recognize the wrong in something you have done and be sorry about it; to feel regret about a sin or past actions and change your ways or habits.”
) What did it take, or will it take, to get you to turn to Him for help?

Third Day: Review Judges 6:1-24, concentrating on verses 7-10.

1.
What did God do when the Israelites cried to Him? (Judges 6:7-8a)

2.
What did the prophet say God had done for Israel? (Judges 6:8b-9)

3.
What did the prophet say God expected from Israel? (Judges 6:10a)

4.
What was God’s accusation against Israel? (Judges 6:10b)

5.
Challenge: God sent His prophets to Israel over and over and over again, yet they kept falling away from obedience into sin, and therefore, into oppression and slavery. But finally, when the time was right, He sent His own Son to break this cycle for all who would accept His gift. What do you learn about this in Galatians 4:3-5?

6.
Personal: In their own strength, Israel continually fell away and disobeyed God. In the same way, we cannot perfectly obey God’s law in our own strength. Have you accepted the gift He offered by sending His Son to die for your sin, so that you could be set free from the cycle of sin?

Fourth Day: Review Judges 6:1-24, concentrating on verses 11-16.

1.
a.
From Judges 6:11-12a, whom did God next send to His people? Where and to whom did this messenger appear?

b.
Challenge: What was Gideon doing, and how did this reflect the difficulties Israel was experiencing? (compare Judges 6:11b with Judges 6:3-4a)

2.
What were the angel’s first words to Gideon? (Judges 6:12b)

3.
In contrast to the angel’s words, what was Gideon’s analysis of Israel’s current state of affairs in Judges 6:13?

4.
a.
Who is the heavenly guest revealed to be in Judges 6:14, and what did He command Gideon?

b.
What were Gideon’s objections to this plan? (Judges 6:15)

5.
a.
How did the Lord reassure Gideon in Judges 6:16?

b.
Challenge: From the following verses, how is God’s promise to Gideon the final answer to all our objections?


Exodus 3:11-12a


Isaiah 41:10


Romans 8:31

6.
Personal: What situation or task do you face that you don’t feel qualified to deal with? If you are a Christian, have you realized that God is with you and for you—that He will strengthen you and help you and uphold you? How does this knowledge help you face your situation or task?

Fifth Day: Review Judges 6:1-24, concentrating on verses 17-21.

1.
What did Gideon request of the Lord? (Judges 6:17)

2.
a.
What did Gideon want to do for the Lord? (Judges 6:18)

b.
What was Gideon’s offering? (Judges 6:19)

3.
a.
What did the angel tell Gideon to do with the offering? (Judges 6:20)

b.
What did the angel of the Lord do that indicated acceptance of the offering? (Judges 6:21a)

c.
What happened to the offering, and to the angel? (Judges 6:21b)

4.
Challenge: Gideon needed reassurance that it was actually the Lord God speaking to him, yet at the same time, he prepared a worship offering for Him. He wanted to believe, as demonstrated by his offering, yet he had doubts. Read Mark 9:17-27. How did this man struggle with the same feelings, and what did he ask of Jesus in verse 24? Did Jesus rebuke the man for His doubts? What did Jesus do?

5.
Personal: Do you ever feel like Gideon did—a mixture of doubt and belief, of questions even while you worship the Lord? From the passages you studied today, how do you think God will respond to you if you honestly tell Him your doubts?

Sixth Day: Review Judges 6:1-24, concentrating on verses 22-24.

1.
What did Gideon realize after his offering was consumed by the flame from the angel of the Lord? (Judges 6:22)

2.
From the Lord’s reassurance to Gideon in Judges 6:23, what was Gideon afraid of?

3.
Challenge: Read Exodus 33:18-23. What did God say would happen to a person who saw His face? What did He graciously show to Moses?

4.
What did Gideon do to commemorate the Lord’s promise? (Judges 6:24)

5.
Personal: Gideon would still have to deal with the Midianites, but he would do so from the foundation of God’s promise of peace. What problems or “enemies” are you facing today? Read John 16:33. If you have accepted the Lord Jesus as your Savior and Lord, He is your peace. Write a prayer expressing how you feel about this.

Judges & Ruth Lesson 3
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Judges 6:1-24—Gideon Begins

For forty years the Israelites had peace. Think of forty years in relation to your own life. What were you doing forty years ago? Are you even forty years of age? What were the major news events forty years ago? What was the spiritual climate in your town, state and country? Has it changed…for better or worse?

I look at the twenty-something generation of today in my society. If they were not raised in a Christian home, they have had very little exposure to the gospel and the truth of the Bible. They have, however, been bombarded with relativism, paganism, Islam and sinister spiritual practices. Since they don’t know the truth, the only thing they have to believe is a lie. If one generation is not zealous to teach the truth, the following generation will know very little truth.

I daily taught my children the truth of God’s Word. Twenty years (or so) later when they had children, not all of them were as zealous for teaching their children (my grandchildren) God’s truth as I was. What, in turn, will those grandchildren teach their children (my great-grandchildren)? You see what differences can take place in a generation? There may be some knowledge passed on, but it may be mixed with misinformation. Certainly an eagerness to serve the Lord and obey his Word will not have been communicated.

And so, with this next generation of Israelites, the refrain goes… “Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord…” (Judges 6:1), and again, the Lord gave them into the hands of their enemy.

For seven years they were oppressed by the Midianites in coalition with the Amalekites and other eastern people. These nomadic people, who lived in the rocky desert-like areas to the south and east of Israel (see map), were constantly on the move looking for grass and water for their livestock. Each year the Israelites would plant their crops and then vast hordes of these people, too great to number, would arrive with their herds, their families and their tents. Like a swarm of locusts they stripped the land of every living thing, plants and animals. 

Israel was impoverished. They had to abandon their homes and their villages, and build shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. Finally, when the situation became intolerable, the Israelites called out to the Lord.

Threshing in a Wine Press

When I was a young mother I attended a seminar about raising children. They said to make certain that your children know the rules, and that they know the consequences for breaking those rules. Then, if they break those rules, make certain they understand why they are being punished. The point of the punishment is not so that you can vent your anger or get even with them, but to help them learn, so that they won’t repeat the action that led to the punishment. 

God is the perfect parent. God’s law and the consequences for breaking His law had been given to the Israelites, and still, when they finally cried out to God for help, He sent a prophet to remind them that It was not because He was unwilling or unable to protect them from the Midianites—rather, it was because of their sin. He had provided everything for them: freedom from slavery, freedom from oppression, a good and prosperous land, and His presence among them. Yet, they had turned from Him and worshipped the gods of the very people God had thrown out of the land. 

God’s purpose in allowing this oppression was not to “get even” or “show them;” God’s purpose was to cause them to turn back to Him. When they turned in repentance, God was there, waiting to deliver them. His plan for the deliverance of the Israelites included a young man named Gideon, the son of Joash, a descendant of Abiezer, of the tribe of Manasseh. 

Now Gideon didn’t know that God planned on delivering Israel, nor did he know that God planned on using him to do it. When we first read of Gideon he is hiding in a winepress, threshing wheat. To help you understand his situation let me explain something about threshing wheat. The edible part of the wheat (the part fit for human consumption) is the grain. Threshing is the first step of a two step process to separate the kernels of grain from the inedible part of the plant, the chaff. This process was usually done in an open space on a windy hill top. First, the stalks of grain were placed on the ground and crushed, usually by oxen trampling on them. Next, the trampled wheat stalks were tossed in the air. The chaff was lightweight and the wind would blow it away, while the heavier grain kernels dropped to the ground. 

In contrast to a normal threshing-floor, a winepress was generally a confined space, located on the side of a hill, and was used to extract juice from grapes. The upper side of the wine press, with a steep rectangular floor, is where the grapes were arranged. The workers squashed the grapes with their feet, and the juice would flow down to the lower side, through an outlet hole and into a collecting basin.

So, there was Gideon, hiding in a winepress, threshing wheat, trying to keep it from the Midianites. As he was working, the angel of the Lord appeared and said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior” (Judges 6:12). Gideon didn’t realize how true those words were or who this person was who was speaking to him. It was only as the conversation unfolded that he discovered his visitor was the Lord Himself (see Judges 6:14).

Gideon being in hiding and yet being called a mighty warrior doesn’t seem to go together. Some say he was addressed that way because he may have been of the aristocracy; others have said perhaps he had led small groups of men on raids against the Midianites; but here is a different thought on the matter. Our God delights in using the common ordinary things of this world. 1 Corinthians 1:27-28 (NLT) says, “…God deliberately chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise. And He chose those who are powerless to shame those who are powerful. God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to nothing what the world considers important.” Romans 4:17 says of Abraham, “As it is written: ‘I have made you a father of many nations.’ He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.” Before Abraham had any offspring, God called him “the father of many nations.” So, with Gideon, God was going to take this frightened man, hiding in a winepress, and turn him into a “mighty warrior” who would deliver Israel. It was as good as done. 

God does the same with us. He knows what He is doing in our lives; He knows the end result and calls us His children, holy and righteous.

The Lord Is with You

Gideon either didn’t notice how he had been addressed, or else he chose to ignore it. What Gideon focused on was the statement, “The Lord is with you…” (Judges 6:12). He responded with candor, “But sir…if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian” (Judges 6:13).

Gideon obviously knew and believed that God had delivered the Israelites from Egypt—but that was long ago. He believed that God had abandoned them. The Lord didn’t argue with Gideon; He simply told him to stop what he was doing and deliver Israel with the strength that he had. After all, He, the Lord, was sending him.

Gideon’s protest is the same as many others, both before and after him—for example, Moses (see Exodus 3:11), Saul (see 1 Samuel 9:21), and Jeremiah see (Jeremiah 1:6-7): How can I possibly do this? I am a nobody. I am the least important of everyone! Then the Lord gave him the key to success: “I will be with you…” (Judges 6:16).

Do you ever sound like Gideon? You believe God did all that is written in the Bible, but that was a long time ago. You think God couldn’t possibly be with you, otherwise you wouldn’t be in the situation you are in, and if, by some stretch of the imagination, God was going to do something to help, He certainly wouldn’t use you to do it— after all, you are you….a nobody, a fearful, frightened nobody.

But, if you’ve accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior, God is with you. Psalm 46:1 says, “God is…an ever-present help in trouble.” You may feel like a nobody, but 2 Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” God will help you in your situation. Pray, read His Word, ask Him to show you if there is some action you should take, and be willing to act, by His grace, in obedience to Him.

The Lord Is Peace

Gideon was beginning to realize that he was speaking to a divine messenger, but he still didn’t realize who it was. To make certain he had divine approval, Gideon asked for a sign. (Generations before, Moses, too, had requested a sign, and God had graciously given it. See Exodus 3:11-12; 4:1-17.) Gideon then requested that this divine messenger stay until he had returned with an offering, or present. His request was granted.

Gideon prepared a young goat, broth and bread. In light of the shortage of food this was a substantial gift. When Gideon returned, the angel of God instructed him to place his gift on a certain rock. Then the angel of the Lord touched it with His staff; fire came out of the tip and the gift was completely consumed (signifying the gift was accepted). At the same time the Angel of the Lord disappeared. It was at this point Gideon realized it was the Lord Himself who had visited him, and, knowing that a person cannot see the face of the Lord and live (see Exodus 33:20), he feared for his life. But the Lord reassured him, saying, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die” (Judges 6:23).

So Gideon built an altar to the Lord and called it “The Lord is Peace” (Judges 6:24). Gideon would still have to deal with the Midianites, but he would do so from the foundation of God’s promise of His presence and His peace.

In John 14:27 the Lord Jesus says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” Whatever the situation you are facing, the God of the Universe is with you and has promised you His peace. Whatever comes your way, He will work it for your good (see Romans 8:28). Romans 8:31 says, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” So whatever you are facing, whatever you have to deal with, do it from the foundation of God’s promise of His presence and His peace.

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

· Each day the assigned Scripture may include long passages. If necessary you may read only the specific portions cited for each question. If you have more time, you may wish to read the entire assigned passage.

First Day: Read the commentary on Judges 6:1-24.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Judges 6:1-24 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Scan Judges 6:25—8:32, concentrating on 6:25-40.

1.
a.
How soon did the Lord ask Gideon to take action, and what did He ask Gideon to do? (Judges 6:25-26)

b.
Did Gideon obey? How did his actions confirm the popularity of Baal worship among the Israelites? (Judges 6:27)

2.
a.
How did the townspeople react to Gideon’s actions? (Judges 6:28-30)

b.
How did Gideon’s father defuse the crowd’s intent to kill Gideon? (Judges 6:31-32)

3.
What did Israel’s enemies do now (which they had been doing annually for seven years)? (Judges 6:33)

4.
How did God empower Gideon to face this threat, and what did Gideon do by this power? (Judges 6:34-35)

5.
a.
How did Gideon twice request confirmation of God’s promises? Did God grant His requests? (Judges 6:36-40)

b.
Challenge: Because of his doubts, Gideon asked God for assurance, and God graciously condescended to answer him and did not rebuke or punish him. However, this is not necessarily an approach that is appropriate for believers today. What do the following verses teach you about knowing God’s will?


Psalm 32:8


Romans 12:2


James 1:5


2 Timothy 3:16-17

6.
Personal: In spite of the danger he knew he would face from the townspeople, Gideon obeyed God’s command to destroy his father’s pagan altar and build a new altar to the Lord. Is God calling you to remove anything from your life or from your family’s life that is in opposition to Him? Who might feel threatened by or angry about your actions? Why not pray about this now?

Third Day: Review Judges 6:25—8:32, concentrating on 7:1-14.

1.
Why did God tell Gideon that there were too many men in Israel’s army? (Judges 7:2)

2.
What was God’s two-step plan to reduce the size of Israel’s army? How many men were left at the end? (Judges 7:3-8a; summarize briefly)

3.
a.
Gideon now had less than one percent of his original army. What did God again declare to Gideon, and what did He identify as Gideon’s probable state of mind? (Judges 7:8b-10a)

b.
What did God instruct Gideon to do, in order to encourage him? (Judges 7:10b-11)

4.
a.
How big was the enemy army that Gideon saw as he went down toward it? (Judges 7:12)

b.
Challenge: Look ahead to Judges 8:10. How many men had the enemy army started with?

5.
What conversation did God allow Gideon to overhear? (Judges 7:13-14)

6.
Personal: By cutting Gideon’s army down to 300 men, God removed all grounds for Israel to take credit for the victory over the enemy army that He would give them. Do you ever feel unequal to the task to which God is calling you? Remember that He wants you to trust Him and depend on Him in all that He calls you to do (see Proverbs 3:5-6). Do you also remember to give Him the glory when He gives you victory over your problems?

Fourth Day: Review Judges 6:25—8:32, concentrating on 7:15-25.

1.
What did Gideon do first after he overheard the Midianite soldiers’ conversation? (Judges 7:15a)

2.
How did this experience change his readiness to fight? Compare Judges 7:15b with Judges 6:11-15.

3.
Summarize Gideon’s battle strategy and execution from Judges 7:16-20.

4.
From Judges 7:21-22, how successful was this strategy? How does verse 22 specify the reason for Gideon’s success?

5.
How did additional Israelites help in the pursuit and final defeat of the fleeing Midianites? (Judges 7:23-25)

6.
Personal: In Judges 6:16, God promised Gideon, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites together.” At the time, Gideon had difficulty believing Him, but God did exactly as He had promised. Are there promises in God’s Word that you have difficulty believing? How about Philippians 4:19; 2 Corinthians 9:8; or Hebrews 13:6? Ask God to help you believe and live by His promises.

Fifth Day: Review Judges 6:25—8:32, concentrating on 8:1-21.

1.
a.
Why were the Ephraimites angry? (Judges 8:1)

b.
How did Gideon answer them? (Judges 8:2-3a)

2.
a.
What effect did Gideon’s answer have on the Ephraimites?

b.
Challenge: How did Gideon’s response demonstrate the principles found in Proverbs 15:1,18?

3.
The events in Judges 8:4-9 apparently took place immediately after the Midianites first ran away, as Gideon and his tiny army pursued them (see Judges 7:21-22). From Judges 8:4-6,8, how did the Israelites in Succoth and Peniel respond to Gideon’s request for assistance? Summarize briefly.

4.
From Judges 8:10-13, did Gideon triumph over the remaining enemy armies, as God promised in verse 9?

5.
How did Gideon deal with the two remaining enemy kings, according to Judges 8:21?

6.
Personal: God caused the huge enemy army to turn and run from Gideon and his tiny army, and then gave Gideon and the Israelites complete victory over these people who had oppressed them for so many years. Yet, as we see by his dealings with the Ephraimites, Gideon did not insist upon taking the credit. He demonstrated wisdom and humility in his answer to their complaint. How do you respond when falsely accused, or when others respond to your accomplishments with complaints? Does Gideon’s example give you ideas for dealing with a situation you currently face?

Sixth Day: Review Judges 6:25—8:32, concentrating on 8:22-32.

1.
a.
What did the Israelites invite Gideon to do? (Judges 8:22)

b.
What was Gideon’s answer? (Judges 8:23)

2.
What did Gideon request and receive from the people? (Judges 8:24-26)

3.
a.
What did Gideon make with the items that the Israelites gave him? (Judges 8:27a)

b.
Challenge: From the following verses, how was the original ephod made for the high priest of Israel, and what was its purpose?


Exodus 28:28-30


Exodus 39:1-21 (summarize briefly)

4.
What was the sad result of Gideon’s action? (Judges 8:27b)

5.
a.
How long did Israel enjoy peace after the Midianites were defeated? (Judges 8:28)

b.
Challenge: Gideon did many positive things—he tore down his father’s altar to Baal; he followed God’s battle plan, resulting in the defeat of Midian; and he rejected Israel’s offer of kingship, insisting that only the Lord was ruler of Israel. Yet he also made an ephod that led Israel into idolatry. He was a judge of Israel who served the Lord, but he was not perfect, nor was he the final solution to Israel’s problems. Read John 3:16-17. What did God do to make lasting peace available?

6.
Personal: Sometimes we look to other people—religious leaders; business leaders or politicians who support Christian principles; celebrities or activists working for social change—to solve our problems. Have you done this and been disappointed? Have you learned to put your trust in Jesus Christ alone for lasting peace?
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Judges 6:25—8:32 Gideon’s Obedience

That very evening, after being assured of God’s peace and His presence, the Lord called Gideon to take his first step of obedience, his first step of faith, his first step in delivering Israel from the oppression of the Midianites.

If you recall, Midianite oppression occurred because the Israelites had turned from obedience to the Lord and had begun to worship other gods. Gideon’s first step was to tear down his father’s altar to Baal and the Asherah pole that was next to it and restore, at least to his own community, the worship of the true God by building a proper altar to the Lord and sacrificing a bull on it.

I’ve heard it said that faith and fear are mutually exclusive, but Psalm 56:3 says, “When I am afraid, I will trust in you.” Although fearful of his family and of the men of the town, Gideon stepped out, by faith, in obedience to the Lord. His fear caused him to act at night rather than in the daylight, but act he did. God didn’t reprimand Gideon for his fear; He blessed him for his faith. Don’t let your fear stop you from being obedient to God. Even though you are frightened, choose to obey the Lord. Even though you feel fear, trust Him anyway. 

When morning came and it was discovered what Gideon had done, the men of the town demanded his death, just as he had feared. But God’s deliverance came from an unlikely corner. The altar to Baal had belonged to Gideon’s father, yet, when the men demanded Gideon’s life, it was Gideon’s father who defended him saying, “Are you going to plead Baal’s cause? Are you trying to save him? Whoever fights for him shall be put to death by morning! If Baal really is a god, he can defend himself when someone breaks down his altar” (Judges 6:31). From then on they called Gideon “Jerub-Baal,” which means, “Let Baal contend with him” (Judges 6:32).

Sometimes people call out to God, wanting Him to keep them from some difficult circumstance, and then they become upset if God doesn’t do exactly what they want. They wonder, “What good did it do to call out to God? He didn’t help.” But you see, God didn’t save Gideon from the thing he had feared—the anger of others; He saved him from the negative effects of that anger, and He used this experience to begin preparing Gideon for what he was called to do—deliver Israel. Gideon had been afraid that these people would want to kill him, and they did want to kill him—but God didn’t allow them to. Gideon was beginning to rely on God to care for him, to give him victory in the conflict, not to save him from the conflict. Jesus told us that we would have trouble in this world, but to take heart because He had overcome the world (see John 16:33). The Lord doesn’t keep us from trouble, He gives us victory in and through the troubles that come our way. God was working in Gideon, gradually strengthening and building his faith, preparing him for the huge task he would soon be undertaking by faith.

God is working in you, in your life. He tests and tries our faith, in love. He knows what tomorrow will bring. He knows what He wants to do in and through your life. Will you choose to trust that He is all-wise, all-powerful, and all-knowing, and that He loves you perfectly? Will you choose to trust Him, even if you feel afraid? Will you say with the psalmist, “When I am afraid, I will trust in you”? As you grow to know Him better and trust Him more, you will fear less and less.

Confirmation of God’s Call

As they had done for the previous seven years, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples joined forces and crossed the Jordan. They camped in the Valley of Jezreel, the very valley where God had used Barak nearly fifty years before to defeat General Sisera (see Judges 4). At that time God had used the forces of nature to bring about a victory; this time God was going to do a new thing. 

The Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon. Unlike His relationship with New Testament believers, God’s Spirit did not indwell all Old Testament believers. His Holy Spirit came upon those He chose to use in a special way, and He was about to use Gideon. 

Gideon blew a call to arms on his trumpet. His clan, the Abiezerites, responded. He then sent messengers to many of the northern tribes to call them to arms. They, too, responded. The lives of all these people were now in the hands of Gideon, and he did not take this responsibility lightly. He wanted to make certain he had heard God correctly. He wanted to make certain he was doing what God wanted him to do. To confirm that God was going to use him, to make certain he had God’s authority to lead his men into battle, Gideon asked God (on two consecutive nights) for a miracle. Gideon placed a wool fleece on the ground and asked that in the morning the ground would be wet and the fleece dry. God answered. To make certain it was not just coincidence Gideon then asked for the opposite to happen—for the ground to be dry and the fleece to be wet. Again, God did not rebuke Gideon, but graciously answered him. 

When God places others under our care, we need to take that responsibility seriously and act accordingly. When making major life decisions do you seek to know God’s will through prayer, reading His Word and the advice of godly counselors? Do you live in accordance to what God has revealed already? You wouldn’t need to ask for a sign from God if you wanted to know if it was all right to steal in order to pay a bill. If you are married, you wouldn’t have to ask God if it was all right to go out with a person of another gender because they make you feel good. Nor would you have to ask God if it is all right to “get even” with someone who has done wrong to you. He has revealed these things, and so much more, to us in His Word (see, for example, Romans 13:9). The better you know Him (and His Word), the more you will know how He would want you to act in any given situation. 

But, Gideon didn’t have the complete Bible as we do, so he asked for assurance, and God graciously gave it to him.

God’s Chosen Army

The next morning serious preparation for battle began. God instructed Gideon to do just the opposite of what one would expect a general to do. Instead of expanding the army, Gideon was to diminish it. Everyone who was afraid was instructed to leave (see Judges 7:3 with Deuteronomy 20:8). Twenty-two thousand men left! Only ten thousand Israelites remained to fight an enemy that was too great to number. In God’s calculation that was still too many. God wanted to make certain that the Israelites couldn’t boast that they had delivered themselves by their own strength. 

Gideon was instructed to take these ten thousand men down to the water, and God would decide who would stay and who would go. Most of the men knelt down to drink, while three hundred lapped the water like a dog. It was with these three hundred that God said He would deliver Israel; the rest were to return to their tents.

Now some have said that God selected these men because the way they drank the water showed that they were more alert than the others, that He was whittling the army down to an elite group of fighting men. But what God had done was whittle the army down to a size so small that they could not boast of victory because of their strength or prowess. This group was so small it would have been impossible for them to defeat such a large army without supernatural help. As we read further, we will see that their weapons were faith and obedience.

God’s Method of Warfare

God knows our hearts. He knows when we are discouraged, He knows when we are afraid, and He knows when we have doubts. Even after all God had done to encourage Gideon, God knew his heart and He knew just what was needed to give Gideon the faith to lead his men into a most unusual battle.

During the night God instructed Gideon to take his servant and go down into the enemy’s camp, adding, “Afterward, you will be encouraged to attack the camp” (Judges 7:11). Gideon again acted in obedience. He took his servant and crept down to an outpost of the Midianites, Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples who had settled in the valley. This too was a step of faith and took courage. If they were caught, they probably would have been killed.

You have to laugh at God’s sense of humor. Gideon’s encouragement came from the very mouth of the enemy. Gideon and his servant arrived just in time to hear one of the enemy soldiers tell his friend of a dream he had just had. It was not the dream but the interpretation that was amazing. Remember, this came out of the mouth of the enemy. He gave the following interpretation, “This can be nothing other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. God has given the Midianites and the whole camp into his hands” (Judges 7:14). Hearing these words, Gideon could do nothing but worship the Lord. Only God could have orchestrated this. 

With complete confidence, Gideon returned to the camp and gathered his men. He now instructed the men in a most unusual battle tactic…divinely directed. He divided the three hundred men into three groups of one hundred each. The fighting equipment? Each man was given a trumpet and an empty jar in which to conceal a lighted torch. They were to station themselves around the camp, and when Gideon blew his trumpet and broke his jar revealing his torch, they were to do the same, then shout their war cry, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon” (Judges 7:20). Just a trumpet in their right hand and a torch in their left—that was God’s battle plan. When they acted in obedience, the Scripture says, “The Lord caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. The army fled…” (Judges 7:22). Please note, victory was not achieved because of Gideon’s wisdom, great leadership ability, fine swordsmanship, or the elite fighting men in his army; it was because they acted in obedience to the Lord, and “the Lord caused…” the resulting victory. At this point all Gideon and his men were called to do was to stand in obedience to the Lord. 

As New Testament believers we, too, are called to warfare. Our battle is not against people; it is a spiritual battle, and we don’t fight with worldly weapons, but with spiritual ones (see 2 Corinthians 10:3-5). Ephesians 6:10-18 tells us, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled round your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints” (italics added).

Gideon’s army was to stand, blow their trumpets and shout. We are to put on God’s armor, stand and pray. Stand in the position in which God has placed you—be salt and light to those around you (see Matthew 5:13-16). Salt is a preservative. It stops decay. If we live a godly life, and do not allow ourselves to be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good, we act as salt. We stop the progression of evil. Salt also enhances flavor and makes things taste better. We can act as salt to others, making life “taste” a little better by the way we act. We can give a smile, say a kind word, act honestly, etc. You never know the difference you can make in someone’s life. We can act as light. If our actions are pure and right, they will, in contrast to evil actions, show evil for what it is. We can act as light by sharing the truth whenever an opportunity presents itself. We are then to pray—pray for those who don’t know God, pray for those in need, pray for yourself and others to have boldness to share the gospel. As Ephesians 6:18 says, “pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.”

Complete Victory

As the enemy fled, Gideon’s next step was to call the other northern tribes to join in the battle. They didn’t just want to chase the enemy away; they wanted to destroy them to make certain they did not return. 

The men from the tribe of Ephraim captured and killed two of the Midianite leaders, Oreb and Zeeb, and brought their heads to Gideon by the Jordan River. The Ephriamites were, however, angry with Gideon because he hadn’t called them when he first gathered the troops. By replying wisely and gently (see Judges 8:2-3 with Proverbs 15:1), Gideon was able to placate them, and the battle against the enemy continued.

Gideon and his three hundred men pursued Zebah and Zalmunna, two Midianite kings. They crossed the Jordan River and came to the town of Succoth, in the Israelite territory of the tribe of Gad (see Joshua 13:24-28). Exhausted and hungry, they asked the men of Succoth for some bread. Fearing the defeat of this small band of men and the retribution of the Midianites, these Israelites refused to aid their brothers. Gideon promised that it wouldn’t be the Midianites who punished them, but he himself. They continued their pursuit and came to the town of Peniel, where centuries before their forefather, Jacob, had met with the Lord and had his name changed (see Genesis 32:30). The men of this town, too, refused to believe that God would or could give victory to this small band of Israelites. Having been refused nourishment once again, Gideon’s men continued the pursuit. Victory would be theirs!

Believing they were safe, the 15,000-man army under Zebah and Zalmunna was surprised and defeated by Gideon’s small band of men. Gideon returned from the battle with these two kings as captives. On his homeward journey, he dealt with the towns of Succoth and Peniel as he had promised.

He next questioned the two kings regarding the men they had killed at Tabor, possibly in a previous battle. Based on their description of the men, Gideon knew that it was his full brothers they had killed. The Midianite kings’ death was now assured. Gideon’s oldest son, Jether, was given the honor of killing the two kings, but he declined. The kings requested that Gideon kill them himself. With Gideon’s strength they knew their death would be quick and sure. Gideon granted their request.

Don’t Drift Away

Gideon’s victory won him the respect of the Israelites, who wanted to make him their king and establish a dynasty for him. He refused, stating, “The Lord will rule over you” (Judges 8:23). He did request that his army give him a share of their plunder. Each man was to give Gideon an earring from their plunder. The total amount of gold he received was somewhere between 35 and 75 pounds. Gideon made the gold into an ephod and had it placed in his hometown. Usually made of linen and worn by the high priest as part of his official clothing, the golden ephod became a snare to the Israelites—they began to worship it. They had given up the worship of Baal and Asherah, only to quickly turn from the living and true God to worship a golden ephod. But God was merciful; He allowed the Israelites to have peace throughout the remainder of Gideon’s lifetime. 

Gideon had many wives, who bore him 70 sons, and a concubine who lived in Shechem who bore him one son named Abimelech. Gideon lived to a “good old age” (Judges 8:32) and was buried in the tomb of his father Joash in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

Gideon began well; he chose to walk in obedience to the Lord, but when he turned the captured gold into an ephod he began to let truth slip. Just because we have accepted Jesus Christ as our Savior and perhaps learned wonderful things about Him, we do not stop—we must continue in Him and in His truth (see 2 Timothy 3:14). Hebrews 2:1 says, “We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.” A boat in a river will drift downstream if you just “do nothing.” You must paddle if you want to go upstream. Don’t stop in your walk with the Lord. Keep learning and keep acting in obedience to Him, so that you may experience the abundant life that God has for you. 

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

· Each day the assigned Scripture may include long passages. If necessary you may read only the specific portions cited for each question. If you have more time, you may wish to read the entire assigned passage.

First Day: Read the commentary on Judges 6:25—8:32.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Judges 6:25—8:32 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Scan Judges 8:33—14:20, concentrating on 8:33—12:15.

1.
What did Israel again do after Gideon died? (Judges 8:33-34)

2.
a.
One of Gideon’s sons, Abimelech, now ruled Israel for three years. Abimelech is not called a judge, nor was he raised up by God to rescue Israel. His rule was marked by chaos and bloodshed. From Judges 9:5a, what did Abimelech do to his brothers?

b.
How did God’s judgment eventually fall upon Abimelech? (Judges 9:52-56)

3.
a.
God then raised up two judges for Israel, Tola and Jair, who led the people for many years. After these judges died, what did the Israelites do yet again? (Judges 10:6a)

b.
What consequences did God send upon Israel, and how long did this go on? (Judges 10:6b-8)

4.
a.
When Israel finally cried out to the Lord for help, what was His answer? (Judges 10:11-14)

b.
In response to God’s rebuke, how did the Israelites show that they had truly repented? (Judges 10:15-16)

5.
a.
God then raised up Jepthah, whose story is found in Judges 11:1—12:7. Though Jepthah was victorious over the Ammonites, under his rule civil war broke out among the Israelite tribes (see Judges 12:1-6). He also made a rash vow to the Lord (see Judges 11:30-31), the fulfillment of which was more sinful than breaking the vow would have been (see Judges 11:33-39). In spite of these things, how do we know that God appointed him as Israel’s leader? (Judges 11:29a)

b.
From Judges 12:8-15, who were the next three judges of Israel and how long did they lead?

6.
Personal: Have you ever felt that, because you have fallen into sin, God could never forgive you? What does 1 John 1:9 say about this? Insert your name as you write down the verse to help you understand and accept this truth.

Third Day: Review Judges 8:33—14:20, concentrating on 13:1-14.

1.
What familiar pattern did Israel once again fall into? (Judges 13:1)

2.
a.
God began to set the wheels in motion to help His people even before they recognized their need. To whom did the angel of the Lord appear, and what did he announce? (Judges 13:2-3)

b.
What special instructions did the angel of the Lord give about this child’s gestation and upbringing? (Judges 13:4-5a)

c.
What would this child do when he grew up? (Judges 13:5b)

3.
Challenge: What do you learn about a Nazirite vow in Numbers 6:1-8,13-15,18? Usually this was a voluntary vow, but in the case of this child, God decreed before his birth that he would be a Nazarite, and that the vow was to be for life.

4.
When the woman told her husband, Manoah, of the angel’s words, what did Manoah ask the Lord? (Judges 13:8)

5.
How did God respond to Manoah’s request? (Judges 13:9-14; summarize briefly)

6.
Personal: Looking back over your own life, have you seen God take action to bring you back to Himself even before you called to Him for help? Share with your group to encourage others, if you would like to.

Fourth Day: Review Judges 8:33—14:20, concentrating on 13:15-23.

1.
Look back at Judges 13:8, along with Judges 13:16b. Who did Manoah think their visitor was?

2.
a.
What hospitality did Manoah offer to the visitor? (Judges 13:15)

b.
How did the visitor respond to Manoah’s invitation? (Judges 13:16a)

3.
a.
After this unexpected response from the visitor, what did Manoah next ask him? (Judges 13:17)

b.
Although the angel of the Lord avoided a direct answer to Manoah’s question, how did his answer indicate his divine nature? (Judges 13:18)

4.
a.
When Manoah presented the burnt offering, what happened? (Judges 13:19-20a)

b.
How did Manoah and his wife respond to this miracle? (Judges 13:20b)

5.
a.
How did Manoah react when he realized the visitor’s identity? (Judges 13:21-22)

b.
How did Manoah’s wife calm his fear? (Judges 13:23)

6.
Personal: God’s glory is so great that sinful humans cannot see Him and live (see Exodus 33:18-20). But God, in His great love, revealed Himself to us by sending His Son to live on earth, clothed in human flesh (see John 1:14). How does this knowledge make you feel?

Fifth Day: Review Judges 8:33—14:20, concentrating on 13:24—14:4.

1.
What did Manoah’s wife name her son? (Judges 13:24a)

2.
a.
How does Judges 13:24b-25 describe Samson’s early years?

b.
Look back at Judges 13:5b. Toward what goal was the Spirit of the Lord now beginning to stir Samson?

3.
What did Samson decide after he visited Timnah? (Judges 14:1-2)

4.
a.
How did Samson’s parents object to his demand? (Judges 14:3a)

b.
Challenge: Review Deuteronomy 7:1-4. What had God instructed about intermarriage with the people who occupied the Promised Land before Israel arrived? Why was this important?

5.
a.
What was Samson’s response to his parents’ objection? (Judges 14:3b)

b.
How would God in His sovereignty choose to work through Samson’s willful decision? (Judges 14:4)

6.
Personal: Do you always understand what God is doing in your circumstances? Read Romans 8:28. Are there times when you wonder how God can possibly work things out for His good purpose? How does accepting His sovereignty help you trust Him in spite of your circumstances?

Sixth Day: Review Judges 8:33—14:20, concentrating on 14:5-20.

1.
What did the Spirit of the Lord enable Samson to do in Judges 14:5-6?

2.
a.
What did Samson later do when he passed by the lion’s carcass? (Judges 14:8-9)

b.
Challenge: Review Numbers 6:6. How was this action a violation of Samson’s Nazirite vow?

3.
What challenge did Samson set for his thirty Philistine groomsmen? (Judges 14:10-14)

4.
When the Philistines couldn’t answer the riddle, how did they threaten Samson’s wife? (Judges 14:15)

5.
a.
How did Samson react after his wife gave the Philistines the answer to the riddle? (Judges 14:18b-19)

b.
What did the woman’s family do after Samson had apparently abandoned her? (Judges 14:20)

6.
Personal: Remember, Judges 14:4 said the Lord was “seeking an occasion to confront the Philistines.” This explains why, in verse 19, “the Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power,” enabling Samson to take action against the Philistines. Although we may not understand why the Lord chose to use Samson in this way, yet we must trust that God in His sovereignty had a plan and was carrying it out. Again, are you trusting that God has a plan for your life, and will carry it out for your good and His glory?
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Judges 8:33—14:20

When you read a story you usually look for the protagonist and the antagonist. That is just the way stories are written. There are “good-guys” and “bad-guys.” Judges 8:33—9:57 tells the story of Abimelech, the son of Gideon, and there is no “good-guy.” It is the account of the darkness and evil that permeated Israelite society when God was left out.

Judges 8:33-34 says, “No sooner had Gideon died than the Israelites again prostituted themselves to the Baals. They set up Baal-Berith as their god and did not remember the Lord their God, who had rescued them from the hands of all their enemies on every side.”

Gideon had 70 sons by his wives, and one son, Abimelech, by his concubine who had formerly been a slave (see Judges 8:30-31; 9:18). A concubine was a woman who had an ongoing matrimonial-like relationship with a man to whom she was not married. She had a recognized social status below that of a wife. Having multiple wives and concubines was a common practice in ancient times. Although it was not explicitly forbidden, it was not God’s ideal. God’s plan was that one man and one woman be joined and made one flesh (see Genesis 2:23-24). According to Scripture, those in leadership are not to have multiple wives (see Deuteronomy 17:17; 1 Timothy 3:2,12). As you read through the Scriptures you see that sorrow, envy and strife are the result of multiple wives and concubines (see Genesis 16, 29-30).

Gideon’s concubine and her son resided in Shechem, a city that had been established hundreds of years earlier by the Canaanites. It was at Shechem that God appeared to Abraham and promised to give the land to his descendants (see Genesis 12:6-7). When Abraham’s grandson, Jacob, returned from Padan Aram he settled for a short time near Shechem, purchased a plot of land, and set up an altar to the Lord (see Genesis 33:18-20). Not much is heard of Shechem after that until the division of the land under Joshua. Shechem was in the territory allotted to Ephraim, and it was there that Joseph’s bones were buried in the plot of land that his father Jacob had purchased (see Joshua 24:32)
. And at Shechem, Joshua (prior to his death) gathered all the tribes to renew their covenant with God and to rid themselves of all foreign gods. As a witness to their agreement with God’s covenant, Joshua set up a large stone there in Shechem (see Joshua 24). 

At Abimelech’s time in history, however, Shechem seems to have been populated by both Israelites and Canaanites who worshipped Baal. A temple to Baal with a stronghold within it was located in the city (see Judges 9:46). 

If you recall from our previous lesson, Gideon refused to rule over Israel, saying that the Lord should rule (see Judges 8:23). But after Gideon’s death, Abimelech decided to take this honor upon himself. He went to his mother’s relatives in Shechem to gain their support, saying something like, “Would you rather have all 70 of Gideon’s son’s rule over you, or me, your relative?” Thinking it was to their benefit, his relatives convinced the citizens of Shechem to back Abimelech. They took money from the treasury in Baal’s temple to finance his evil scheme. With the money, Abimelech hired mercenaries, went to Gideon’s hometown, and killed all of his half-brothers—Gideon’s other sons—except the youngest, Jotham. All the people of Shechem then crowned Abimelech king.

Jotham climbed to the top of Mount Gerizim and confronted the citizens of Shechem with this atrocity. Before fleeing for his life he made a final pronouncement, “If then you have acted honorably and in good faith towards Jerub-Baal and his family today, may Abimelech be your joy, and may you be his, too! But if you have not, let fire come out from Abimelech and consume you, citizens of Shechem and Beth Millo, and let fire come out from you, citizens of Shechem and Beth Millo, and consume Abimelech!” (Judges 9:19-20).

God sees, God knows, and the wicked do not get away with anything. Sometimes it appears that they do, but they don’t. Deuteronomy 32:35 says, “It is mine to avenge; I will repay. In due time their foot will slip; their day of disaster is near and their doom rushes upon them.” 

And, in due time, God dealt with both Abimelech and Shechem. God sent an evil spirit to cause dissension between them. Yes, God sent the spirit. He can and will use anything and everything to accomplish His purposes. Judges 9:24 says, “God did this in order that the crime against Jerub-Baal’s seventy sons, the shedding of their blood, might be avenged on their brother Abimelech and on the citizens of Shechem, who had helped him murder his brothers.” This spirit set things in motion, turning them against one another, so that eventually, by their own hands, “God repaid the wickedness that Abimelech had done to his father by murdering his seventy brothers. God also made the men of Shechem pay for all their wickedness. The curse of Jotham, son of Jerub-Baal, came on them” (Judges 9:56-57).

Has someone done evil to you? God sees, God knows, and they will not get away with it. Psalm 37:34 says, “Wait for the Lord and keep his way. He will exalt you to inherit the land; when the wicked are cut off, you will see it.” Are you willing to rest in the Lord and wait for Him to take care of the situation? While you are waiting, pray for them (see Matthew 5:44); Christ died for them, too. Perhaps they will truly repent and be saved. You will have gained a brother or sister in Christ. If you are unable to do this, ask God to change your heart.

Tola and Jair

Very little is said about the next two judges, Tola and Jair. Tola was from the tribe of Issachar, but he lived in the hill country of Ephraim. The specific location of Shamir, where he lived and was buried, is uncertain. Both he and his father, Puah, bore names of two of Issachar’s sons. Tola is said to have saved Israel (see Judges 10:1). This may mean some sort of military victory over Israel’s oppressors.

The next judge, Jair, lived in Gilead, to the east of the Jordan River. Jair is said to have “led” Israel for twenty-two years (Judges 10:3). It may be that Israel served the Lord during that time and there was peace, so, like Deborah, he may have handled judicial matters rather than leading Israel in battle. Jair had 30 sons that rode on 30 donkeys and controlled 30 towns, which were called Havvoth Jair, meaning the cities or settlements of Jair. 

Jephthah

As before, the Israelites remained faithful to the Lord only for a time. Then they forsook the Lord and served the Baals and the Ashtoreths, and the gods of Aram, Sidon, Moab, the Ammonites and the Philistines. Because of this the Lord sold them into the hands of the Philistines and the Ammonites. Judges 10:8 says that these enemies “shattered and crushed” the Israelites. This oppression went on for 18 years, both in Gilead to the east of the Jordan River and also in the territories of Benjamin, Judah and Ephraim to the west of the Jordan.

Finally, as usual, when things became unbearable, Israel cried out to God for help. This time they were in for a surprise. The Lord replied to them, “When the Egyptians, the Amorites, the Ammonites, the Philistines, the Sidonians, the Amalekites and the Maonites oppressed you and you cried to me for help, did I not save you from their hands? But you have forsaken me and served other gods, so I will no longer save you. Go and cry out to the gods you have chosen. Let them save you when you are in trouble!” (Judges 10:11-14). In other words, “You didn’t want Me, you wanted them. So, let them help you.”

The Israelites knew that only the Lord could help them. They proved their repentance by getting rid of the foreign gods, and they threw themselves on His mercy. And God helped them by raising up Jephthah to be their judge and to lead them against their oppressors.

Once again we see that God views people and circumstances differently than we humans do. Jephthah’s father was a man named Gilead, but his mother was a prostitute. Gilead’s sons by his wife rejected Jephthah and drove him away, refusing to allow him to share in their inheritance. Like David when he later fled from Saul (see 1 Samuel 22:2), Jephthah gathered a group of lawless men and formed them into an effective group of fighting men. 

After a period of time the leaders of Gilead sought Jephthah’s help. Jephthah replied to their plea much as God had. “Didn’t you hate me and drive me from my father’s house? Why do you come to me now, when you’re in trouble?” (Judges 11:7). Their answer to him went something like this, “Yeah, yeah we know, but we need your help now. Help us and you can be our leader.” 

Jephthah’s first tactic was diplomacy. He attempted to reason with the Ammonites, but was completely ignored by their king (see Judges 11:28). So, God’s Spirit came on Jephthah and gave him victory over the Ammonites. 

Jephthah is listed as a man of faith in the New Testament in Hebrews 11. But, just because we have faith doesn’t mean we never act foolishly or say foolish things. As he went out to battle, Jephthah made a foolish vow, saying that if God would give him victory, he would sacrifice the first thing that came out of his door on his return home. As it was, his only child, a daughter, came out to meet him, dancing with joy. She insisted that he keep his vow, but asked for a two-month reprieve while she mourned that she would never marry. He granted the reprieve and at the end of the two months he “did to her as he had vowed” (Judges 11:39).

What does this mean? Some say that he sacrificed her as a burnt offering even though human sacrifice was an abomination to the Lord (see Deuteronomy 18:10). Others say that because of certain wording it really means she was set apart to remain a virgin all her life to serve only the Lord. We honestly don’t know what this means. We do know that both Jephthah and his daughter took a vow to the Lord seriously.

Have you ever made a promise or vow to God, saying, “God, if You’ll just such and such, then I will (or will not) do such and such.” And then, after the situation passes, you forget about what you said? Quite possibly we have all done it. We should never try to bargain with God. We should respect Him and do what we know He wants us to do because it is right, not to try to get something from Him. Ecclesiastes 5:6 says, “Do not let your mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the temple messenger, ‘My vow was a mistake.’ Why should God be angry at what you say and destroy the work of your hands?”

In Matthew 5:33-37, Jesus takes this a step further, “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.’ But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’, and your ‘No’, ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.”

As with Gideon, there arose a problem with the people from Ephraim. Although Jephthah had called to them for help during the battle, they didn’t respond; they now accused Jephthah of excluding them. Jephthah tried diplomacy with them, but they refused to be reasoned with, and a fight ensued which ended in forty-two thousand Ephraimites being killed.

Jephthah led Israel for only six years. When he died he was buried in Gilead.

Ibzan, Elon and Abdon

We know very little about the next three judges, Ibzan, Elon and Abdon, who judged Israel for a total of 25 years (see Judges 12:8-15). Because nothing is said about Israel being oppressed, we assume that there was peace during this time.

The Philistine Oppressors

 In Judges 13, Israel begins the cycle of sin and its consequences once again. They did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and this time the Philistines oppressed them for forty years. 

Who exactly the Philistines were has long been debated. Genesis 10:14 tells us that they descended from Noah through his son Ham. Ham’s son Mizraim fathered the Casluhites, “from whom the Philistines came.” They are believed to have been seafaring people who settled along the southern seacoast of Canaan (later Israel). From Genesis 21 we know that they were established in the land from the time of Abraham.

When we meet them again in the books of Joshua and Judges, their settlements seem to center around five city-states—Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron—each with their own ruler, yet working together against their enemies. 

Israel’s Complacence

With this oppression we do not see the Israelites crying out to God for deliverance. They seem to have accepted the Philistines’ rule over them. So, the next judge would not completely deliver the Israelites, he would only “begin” to deliver them (see Judges 13:5). 

How often do we, as Christians, accept the control of some sin in our lives? It might be something physically controlling us, such as substance abuse or over-eating, or something more subtle, like gossiping or the inability to stand up for what is right. We are content to allow life to go on “as-is.” The effect this sin has on our life makes our life less than ideal, but rather than taking the steps to free ourselves or allow God to free us, we would rather not disturb the status quo. We want to maintain the semblance of peace we have, with the resulting oppression, rather than face the conflicts necessary to finally be free of that sin and enjoy life to a greater measure. Sometimes God has to allow things to so irritate us that we finally do something about it.

The Israelites had complacently accepted the domination and control of the Philistines. They went about their daily lives living under this oppression. As we will soon see, they didn’t want anything to disturb the status quo. They needed something to happen to make them discontented. God knew just what was needed and raised up a most unusual judge.

The Birth of Samson

The setting of our story is in the town of Zorah within the territory of the tribe of Dan (you can find this on the map). It was located on the crest of a hill overlooking the Valley of Sorek.

A Danite of Zorah, named Manoah, and his wife were childless. The angel of the Lord appeared to her and said, “You are sterile and childless, but you are going to conceive and have a son” (Judges 13:3). She was then given what may seem an unusual set of instructions, for herself while she was carrying the child, and then for raising him. These instructions were to be carefully followed because the child was to be a Nazirite.

According to Numbers 6, a Nazirite was a person set apart, or consecrated, to the Lord. Usually this was a voluntary vow and was for a limited amount of time. Manoah’s son, however, was to be a Nazarite for his entire life. As the angel of the Lord said, he was to be “set apart to God from birth, and he will begin the deliverance of Israel from the hands of the Philistines” (Judges 13:5).

A Nazirite had three special restrictions: (1) he was to abstain totally from wine and other “fermented drink” and could not eat any grapes or raisins; (2) he could not have his hair cut during the time of the vow; and (3) he could not come near a corpse.
 It is interesting to see how Samson handled these restrictions, and the result it had in his life.

Upon hearing the news his wife brought, Manoah immediately asked the Lord to send the “man of God” back again to instruct them how to raise the child (Judges 13:8). God graciously answered his prayer.

As Manoah and his wife spoke with the angel of the Lord in a field, the angel reiterated to Manoah what He had previously said to Manoah’s wife. Not realizing whom he was speaking to, and assuming the angel was merely a “man of God,” Manoah extended typical ancient Near East hospitality (for example, see Genesis 18:8), asking the angel of the Lord to stay while they prepared a meal. The angel refused to eat, but suggested they prepare a burnt offering to the Lord. 

When Manoah asked the angel of the Lord what His name was so they could honor him when the child was born, the angel of the Lord replied, “Why do you ask my name? It is beyond understanding” (Judges 13:18). The Hebrew word translated “beyond understanding” in this verse is similar to a closely related word in Isaiah 9:6, which is translated “Wonderful (Counselor)” and applies to the One who is “Mighty God.”

Manoah then sacrificed a young goat and a grain offering. As fire rose up from the offering, the angel of the Lord ascended in the flame. It was at this moment that Manoah finally realized whom he had been speaking to and feared for their lives, saying, “We are doomed to die!…We have seen God!” (Judges 13:22). His wife answered him logically—if God had intended to kill them, He wouldn’t have appeared to them, promised them a child, and then accepted their offering.

In due time the son was born. They named him Samson, meaning “sun” or “brightness.”
 Of his youth the Scriptures say, “He grew and the Lord blessed him, and the Spirit of the Lord began to stir him…” (Judges 13:24-25).

Apparent Conflicts in Scripture

This next section is one of those portions of Scripture that, when read carefully, may leave you with a question mark, saying, “Hmm, Lord, I just don’t understand.” Before exploring this further, I’d like to give you some food for thought.

From inside my house, if you stand at my front, westward-facing doorway and look up you can see the eave of my roof. Now, if you turn around in the exact opposite direction and go to my back, eastward-facing doorway and look out and up, you will also see the eave of my roof. How can that be? They are in exact opposite directions. But somewhere up above my head, when I am standing inside my house—somewhere up there where I cannot see from my perspective—the two sides of the roof meet perfectly. 

That being said, I will tell you most certainly, based on Scripture, that God did not want His people, the Israelites, to intermarry with anyone who was not an Israelite (see Exodus 34:15-16). Why? Because the non-Israelites did not worship the only true God, and they would lead His people to worship false gods. But at the same time, if you read through the genealogy of Jesus Christ in Matthew 1, you will see that the Israelite nation came from Abraham—whose father and forefathers worshipped other gods. This genealogy includes Rahab, who had been a Canaanite prostitute living in Jericho; and Ruth, who had been a Moabite who worshipped other gods. What was the key? Why were these ancestors of Jesus Christ accepted by God? The key was the same as it is for us—a true faith that turns from sin to worship the living and true God.

So, if you read through Scripture and you don’t understand how something could be—trust God that He knows what you don’t.

An Aborted Wedding

It appears that the Israelites had the freedom to move throughout the land and intermarry with the inhabitants even though they were in subjection to the Philistines. So, Samson went down into the Sorek Valley to the town of Timnah, where he saw a young Philistine woman and wanted her for his wife. Despite his parent’s protests and their pleading for him to marry an Israelite, Samson was determined to have this Philistine woman as his wife. 

The next line of Scripture says, “His parents did not know that this was from the Lord, who was seeking an occasion to confront the Philistines; for at that time they were ruling over Israel” (Judges 14:4). The Israelites were apparently content being ruled by the Philistines. Life wasn’t perfect, but it was tolerable. They did not call out to God to set them free. God would use Samson’s desire for a Philistine wife, as He uses everything, for His purpose. The Israelites would have to be discontented before they would call out to God.

As was the custom of the day, Samson’s parents were the ones to make the marriage arrangements. As they traveled to Timnah with Samson, they evidently became separated from him. There, in a vineyard, a lion attacked Samson. “The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat” (Judges 14:6). When he rejoined his parents he didn’t tell either of them what he had done. 

When Samson spoke to the young woman, he liked her, and the arrangements were made. Some time later, on his way back to Timnah to marry the girl, he turned aside to look at the lion he had killed. Bees had made a hive in the carcass. Although as a Nazirite he wasn’t to touch the dead lion’s carcass, he scooped out some of the honey, ate it, and gave some to his parents when he rejoined them. Still he didn’t tell them what had happened.

At the seven-day wedding feast Samson was assigned 30 groomsmen. Whether it was customary to bring your own men with you and Samson, for whatever reason, didn’t, or if it was customary for the family of the bride to provide the groomsmen, Scripture doesn’t say. What we do know is these groomsmen were Philistines. Samson decided to pose a riddle for them, and added a bet to the challenge. If they guessed the riddle correctly, Samson would provide them with 30 linen garments and 30 sets of clothes. If they didn’t guess right, they would provide the same for Samson. 

The riddle? “Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the strong, something sweet” (Judges 14:14). For several days the men tried to guess the answer and couldn’t. They then took Samson’s bride aside and threatened to burn her and her family to death unless she could persuade Samson to give her the answer to the riddle, which she, in turn, would give them. She begged and cried for days before Samson gave her the answer. As soon as she had the answer she gave it to the groomsmen. Before sunset on the seventh day, they came to Samson and said, “What is sweeter than honey? What is stronger than a lion?” (Judges 14:18).

Samson was not pleased. He immediately knew how they had obtained the answer. Again, the Spirit of the Lord came on Samson with power. He went down to the Philistine city of Ashkelon and killed 30 men and took their garments and their belongings. He then gave these items to the men who had answered his riddle. 

In his anger, Samson left Timnah and returned to his parent’s house. Thinking that he had abandoned his bride, her parents  gave the Philistine girl in marriage to the man who had attended Samson at the wedding.

The Beginning of Deliverance

It may not look like it, but Israel’s deliverance from the Philistines had begun. There had been a tentative peace, with the Israelites living in subjection to the Philistines. The killing of the 30 Philistines was just the beginning of the problems that would arise. The Philistines would turn on the Israelites and the Israelites would begin—hopefully—to realize their condition, and to turn from complacency in bondage to freedom in the Lord.

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

Use only the Bible for your answers.

Write down your answers and the verses you used.

Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

Each day the assigned Scripture may include long passages. If necessary you may read only the specific portions cited for each question. If you have more time, you may wish to read the entire assigned passage.

First Day: Read the commentary on Judges 8:33—14:20.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Judges 8:33—14:20 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Judges 15-16, concentrating on 15:1-8.

1.
a.
Samson’s wife had given away the answer to his riddle to the Philistines only after they threatened to burn her and her family to death (see Judges 14:15). But Samson may not have known of the threat—he was just angry at being double-crossed. What did he do after his anger subsided? (Judges 15:1a)

b.
What did the father inform Samson and offer him instead? (Judges 15:1b-2)

2.
a.
Whom did Samson decide to take revenge upon for this affront? (Judges 15:3)

b.
What did he do to get revenge? (Judges 15:4-5)

3.
a.
How did the Philistines retaliate? (Judges 15:6)

b.
How did Samson escalate the feud? (Judges 15:7-8a)

4.
Where did Samson go as he apparently anticipated the Philistines’ reaction to the slaughter? (Judges 15:8b)

5.
a.
The effects of sin and hatred spread so rapidly in this situation. We see similar feuds occurring throughout history and today as well. What does God say about this in Deuteronomy 32:35?

b.
How does the Apostle Paul expand on this in Romans 12:17-21?

6.
Personal: How do you react when someone hurts you or offends you? Have you been tempted to get revenge in some way? Are you facing this situation right now? How will you react to these things after reading today’s Scripture passages?

Third Day: Review Judges 15-16, concentrating on 15:9-20.

1.
How did the Philistines react to Samson’s latest attack and slaughter? (Judges 15:9-10)

2.
What did the men of Judah—one of the tribes of Israel, Samson’s own people—decide to do with Samson, and why? (Judges 15:11-13)

3.
Who was not willing to give Samson over to the Philistines, and what then happened? (Judges 15:14-17)

4.
a.
How did Samson acknowledge God’s hand in this victory, and what did he ask God for? (Judges 15:18)

b.
How did God graciously meet Samson’s need? (Judges 15:19)

5.
How long did Samson lead Israel? (Judges 15:20)

6.
Personal: The Bible does not hide Samson’s sins and failures, yet God chose to use him to begin to deliver the people of Israel from the oppression of the Philistines. We too are prone to sin, yet God does not give up on us. How does Philippians 1:6 encourage you? What does 1 John 1:9 instruct you to do if you sin? Write down these verses, inserting your name to personalize them.

Fourth Day: Review Judges 15-16, concentrating on 16:1-3.

1.
What did Samson do in Judges 16:1 that confirms his great weakness for women?

2.
Challenge: Samson was still not married. Knowing the reality of human weakness in this area, what did the Apostle Paul advise in 1 Corinthians 7:1-5?

3.
Gaza was one of the five chief Philistine cities.
 When the people of Gaza discovered that Samson was in their city, what did they plan? (Judges 16:2)

4.
What did Samson do that thwarted the Philistines’ plan? (Judges 16:3)

5.
Nothing is said about the Spirit of the Lord coming upon Samson when he performed this feat of great physical strength. It appears that he acted on his own, abusing the Lord’s gift of great strength for his own selfish purpose. He escaped the Philistines, but would he be able to escape the end result of his sin? Read the following verses to help you with your answer.

Numbers 32:23b

Psalm 90:8

6.
Personal: Can you think of a time when you were able to extricate yourself from the result of your sin by your own human efforts? After reading the verses in question 5, do you think the matter is really settled and forgotten?

Fifth Day: Review Judges 15-16, concentrating on 16:4-20.

1.
What new strategy did the Philistines come up with to capture Samson? (Judges 16:4-5)

2.
How did Samson toy with Delilah in her first three attempts to discover the secret of his strength? Summarize each passage.

Judges 16:6-9

Judges 16:10-12

Judges 16:13-15

3.
Why and how did Samson finally give in to Delilah? (Judges 16:16-17)

4.
a.
When Delilah shaved off Samson’s hair and then woke him with the same words as in her three former attempts, what did Samson think would happen? (Judges 16:18-20a)

b.
What was the sad truth that Samson didn’t understand? (Judges 16:20b)

5.
a.
Challenge: Scripture doesn’t specifically tell us why the Lord left Samson. What clue do you find in 1 Chronicles 28:9?

b.
God wants us to seek Him, but He knows that we are sinful and weak. So He sent His Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross to pay the penalty for our sin. From the following verses, how can we come to God and know that He will never reject us?


John 6:37


Romans 10:9-11


Hebrews 13:5

6.
Personal: Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord? If so, write a prayer of thanksgiving here. If you haven’t, why not pray about it now?

Sixth Day: Review Judges 15-16, concentrating on 16:21-31.

1.
What was Samson’s fate at the hands of the Philistines? (Judges 16:21-22)

2.
To whom did the Philistines attribute their victory over Samson, and what did they do to celebrate? (Judges 16:23-24)

3.
How did they mock their conquered enemy? (Judges 16:25a)

4.
a.
What did Samson ask God to do so that he could get revenge on the Philistines? (Judges 16:25b-28)

b.
How did God answer Samson’s prayer, and what was Samson’s fate? (Judges 16:29-31)

5.
Challenge: In a time of great spiritual darkness Samson exhibited faith in the one true God, and God commended him for it. Hebrews chapter 11 lists many Old Testament people who were commended for their faith. What does Hebrews 11:32-34 say about Samson? 

6.
Personal: God is sovereign, and His plan will be accomplished whether we choose to cooperate or not. But how much better it is to willingly come to Him as His beloved child, and participate in His plan with His blessing and empowerment. Read Matthew 11:28-30. Have you answered Jesus’ call? Why not talk to Him about this now?

Judges & Ruth Lesson 6
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Judges 15-16

In the last lesson we saw that Samson, planning to make fools of the Philistines that had been assigned to him as groomsmen, had challenged them with a riddle that only he knew the answer to. After being threatened with the death of herself and her family, Samson’s new bride cajoled the answer from Samson and gave it to her people.

When confronted with the correct answer, Samson knew that his bride had betrayed him. After making good on the bet he had placed, Samson, “burning with anger” (Judges 14:19), left his new bride and went home to his father’s house.

We open this next lesson with Samson deciding to visit his wife. Time had passed and his anger had abated. A lot of grief could have been avoided if only Samson had not acted in anger. Proverbs 14:17 says, “A quick-tempered man does foolish things,” and Ecclesiastes 7:9 says, “Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger resides in the lap of fools.” If Samson had taken the time to find out why his wife had given the Philistines his answer instead of storming off to his father’s house, how different things might have been. 

So Samson, with the gift of a young goat, showed up at his wife’s home and informed her father that he was going to her room. But he was refused entrance. From Samson’s earlier actions the father assumed that Samson no longer wanted her for his wife and had given her to one of the groomsmen. 

Remember, Samson’s father had made all the arrangements and a legal transaction had taken place for Samson to obtain his wife. The lapse of time did not nullify the agreement. So, since his bride had been given to another man, the father offered her younger sister to Samson. But this was not acceptable to Samson. His anger was once again aroused. Revenge was in his heart.

Again we are left with a question mark. Samson was a judge and was to begin to deliver Israel from the Philistines, yet somehow his actions seem wrong. If you consider, unlike the other judges we have studied so far, Samson frequently acted from selfish motives. He was not angry with the Philistines for oppressing Israel. He was not seeking to set Israel free of oppression. No, Samson was angry because things weren’t going his way. He wasn’t getting what he wanted, so he wanted revenge. 

Now you may think that because this took place in the Old Testament, revenge was acceptable; after all Exodus 21:23-25 says, “But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.” These laws were not given so an individual would be free to “get even” as he saw fit. No, God’s law made provisions for the hardness of men’s hearts (see Matthew 19:8). These laws of retribution were “given, as the [Old Testament] context shows, to provide the nation’s judicial system with a ready formula of punishment, not least because it would decisively terminate vendettas.”
 John Piper wrote, “God gives by concession a legal regulation as a dam against the river of violence which flows from man’s evil heart.”

Israel’s courts were to dispense justice, and they were to do it fairly. Taking revenge was not permitted by God. In Leviticus 19:18 God said, “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.” Jesus confirmed this in Matthew 5:38-42, and the apostle Paul wrote, “Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord.” (Romans 12:19).

Samson was angry with all the Philistines—not just the men at his wedding, not just his wife and father-in-law—but all of them. Convincing himself that he was justified in his actions, he destroyed the entire wheat harvest of the Philistines with fire.

The Philistines were not going to overlook this action. When they found out who had burned their crops and why, they took Samson’s wife and father-in-law and burned them to death. As you see, unless someone chooses to stop the tide of evil and revenge, it grows. And it grew. In return, Samson took his revenge for the death of his wife and father-in-law by viciously attacking and slaughtering many Philistines. Knowing the Philistines would not overlook his actions, Samson did not return to his home but hid in a cave near the rock of Etam.

The Philistines gathered at least a thousand men to come after Samson. They came up and camped in an area that was primarily occupied by Judah. Rather than using the Philistine aggression as an opportunity to fight and break free of their oppression, the men of Judah sought peace and were willing to take Samson captive and hand him over to them. 

Knowing of Samson’s strength, the men of Judah took a force of three thousand men to confront him. Rather than fighting against his own people, Samson made them promise not to kill him themselves, but to merely tie him up and hand him over to the Philistines. At the sight of Samson, their enemy, the Philistines, were stirred to fury. As they came against him, shouting their battle cry, the Spirit of the Lord came upon Samson. He broke free from the ropes as easily as if they weren’t there. He grabbed the only weapon handy, the fresh jawbone of a donkey, and with this unlikely weapon he killed one thousand Philistine warriors. Rather than joining in the fray and using the victory to begin their revolt against Philistine domination, the rest of the Israelites were conspicuously absent.

At the end of the fight Samson was exhausted and dehydrated. He called out to God, and the Lord answered by miraculously opening up a hollow place, and water came out of it. The name of the spring was called En Hakkore, which means “caller’s spring,” and the name of the hill where the battle took place became Lehi, which means “jawbone.”

The Scripture says Samson led Israel for twenty years. We are not told exactly how he led them or how he lived during those twenty years. Perhaps he led them in righteousness with only occasional lapses in his Nazirite vow.

Another Escape

The next we hear of Samson is when he made a visit to Gaza, another Philistine city. While there, he spent the night with a prostitute. The Philistines in Gaza were aware of who Samson was, and upon hearing that he was in their town, they decided to capture him. They barred the city gate, surrounded the place, and lay in wait for him. Evidently they believed he would be occupied all night, and planned for a confrontation in the morning. However, in the middle of the night, Samson had a surprise for them. He arose, “took hold of the doors of the city gate, together with the two posts, and tore them loose, bar and all. He lifted them to his shoulders and carried them to the top of the hill that faces Hebron” (Judges 16:3; Hebron was located in the hill country of Judah, about 38 miles from Gaza).

Delilah—and Downfall

We don’t hear of Samson again until near the end of the twenty years that he judged Israel. At that time he fell in love with a woman from the Valley of Sorek named Delilah. The Philistine town of Timnah was located in this valley. Although the Bible does not specifically say that Delilah was a Philistine, it is likely that she was. 

The rulers of the Philistines approached Delilah with a lucrative proposition. If she could lure Samson into revealing the secret of his strength so that they could overpower and subdue him, they would each give her eleven hundred shekels of silver. When you consider that in Judges 17 a man is offered 10 shekels of silver as a year’s wage, you begin to realize what a fortune they were offering her, and just how deep their desire was to not merely kill Samson, but also to humble and humiliate him for all that he had done against them. 

Agreeing to their plan, Delilah began questioning Samson, “Tell me the secret of your great strength and how you can be tied up and subdued” (Judges 16:6). You can almost imagine him humoring her, telling her that if she would tie him with seven fresh thongs that had not been dried, he’d be like other men. So she tied him with the thongs the Philistines brought her, but he broke them as easily as a piece of string snaps when it comes close to a fire—all the time not knowing she had hidden the Philistines in the next room.

Delilah again pressed him for the answer. Why had he lied to her? Why was he making a fool of her? So, humoring her once again, he told her that being tied with new, unused ropes would make him weak as other men. This time, too, when she attempted to restrain him, the Philistines were hidden in the other room, waiting to capture him. As before, he easily set himself free.

You might wonder why Samson wasn’t suspicious. But imagine the bantering, teasing, jesting, and playfulness between two lovers. Samson wasn’t taking this seriously. It was a game. So, a third time Delilah pressed him for the answer to his strength, and a third time he made up a story, “If you weave the seven braids of my head into the fabric on the loom and tighten it with the pin, I’ll become as weak as any other man” (Judges 16:13). And, again, when she attempted to restrain him, he easily broke loose.

At this point Delilah began to press him in earnest—after all, a fortune was on the line. She said his distrust of her brought his love for her into question—if he really loved her, he wouldn’t keep secrets from her. So she wheedled and pouted and nagged until he gave in and told her everything, “‘No razor has ever been used on my head,’ he said, ‘because I have been a Nazirite set apart to God since birth. If my head were shaved, my strength would leave me, and I would become as weak as any other man’” (Judges 16:17).

Sensing that Samson had finally told her the truth, Delilah called the Philistines to come to her once again, and as they hid in the next room, she lulled him to sleep and had his hair shaved off. With his hair went his strength. She called out to the Philistines, who then entered the room, subdued him, gouged out his eyes and took him back to Gaza. There they shackled him and set him to grinding in prison.

Imagine what it must have been like for Samson. He had taken God’s presence and strength for granted. When Delilah woke him, he assumed he could do as he had done before. He didn’t know that the Lord had left him. But He had.

What a sad statement, “He did not know that the Lord had left him” (Judges 16:20). Samson had gone his own way for so long that he was no longer aware of God’s presence; therefore, he was unaware when God was gone. 

It is comforting to know that the Lord has promised never to leave those of us who have accepted Him as our Savior (see Matthew 28:20; John 14:16-17). But we can still lose that wonderful sense of His presence. Ephesians 4:30 says, “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” The Lord helped me understand this through my children. I love my kids. My husband and I have spent most of our lives trying to help them know and serve the Lord and to have the best life they can possibly have. Even as adults we would do, in righteousness, whatever we could to help them. But I take you back to their teenage years… We would have great discussions and times of laughter together, but if they disobeyed us, our fellowship would be broken. We still loved them, they were still our kids, but the relationship wasn’t one of “joy and laughter;” instead it was “discipline and sadness.” If they repented and came to us seeking to have the relationship restored, we were there ready to forgive. So it is with God. We need to walk in obedience to Him to experience the joy and peace of His presence. If we don’t, we are still His children, He still loves us, but we will no longer experience sweet fellowship with Him. We need to repent so that the relationship can be restored.

Final Vindication

As Samson ground day in and day out, his hair began to grow. How long did it have to be for his supernatural strength to return, and how long did that take? The Bible does not say. 

At some point, though, the Philistines gathered together to celebrate and honor their god, Dagon, for delivering Samson into their hands. In the midst of their jubilation they wanted Samson brought out so he could entertain them. 

Their temple was crowded with men and women; there were also three thousand on the roof—even the rulers of the Philistines were there to watch Samson perform and gloat over their victory. What a humiliation for mighty Samson—performing for his enemies. 

After making him perform, they stood Samson among the pillars that supported the temple. He asked the servant that was leading him (since he was blind) to place his hand on these pillars, and then he prayed, “O Sovereign Lord, remember me. O God, please strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes” (Judges 16:28).

Samson was still trying to get revenge. He didn’t say, “Lord, they are mocking you, give me strength that I might show them that you are God.” He didn’t say, “Lord, help me begin the deliverance of Israel from these ungodly people.” No, Samson was still out for self. But God still heard and answered. God was still using Samson to begin the deliverance of Israel from the Philistines. Samson’s strength returned, and as he pressed against the supporting pillars, he asked God to let him die with the Philistines. God heard and answered him once again. And Samson killed more Philistines when he died than when he lived.

The Philistines allowed Samson’s brothers and his father’s family to take his body. They buried him in the tomb of his father, Manoah. He had led Israel for twenty years.

Whom Can God Use?

So, how could God possibly have used Samson? After all, he repeatedly broke his Nazirite vow, and he continually acted from his sinful nature. This may be one of those question marks in our minds. Let us consider several things:

If God used only perfect people, He wouldn’t use any of us. Are you perfect? Do you ever act from your sinful nature? Perhaps you don’t do what Samson did, but do you ever gossip, or speak out of anger, or hold a grudge? Have you ever hated someone, or felt like taking revenge (even if you didn’t do it)? In spite of this, has God still used you to do a good deed, to show kindness to someone, to tell someone about Him?

God does not only use those who are walking in obedience to Him. Think back to Genesis and the story of Joseph. His brothers wanted to kill him but instead sold him into slavery. What his brothers did was evil, done with evil intent, yet of this very act Joseph said, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives” (Genesis 50:20). God uses anyone and anything He chooses to accomplish His will. Proverbs 16:4 says, “The Lord works out everything for his own ends—even the wicked for a day of disaster.” 

Finally, Romans 11:29 tells us, “For God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable.” God had called Samson, and God used Samson. In a time of spiritual darkness, Samson did have faith. Where others in Israel were worshipping false gods, Samson called on the name of the Lord. He is listed in the “Hall of Faith” in Hebrews 11. 

Does this mean that it doesn’t matter if we walk in obedience to the Lord, because He will use us regardless? No, it does matter whether or not we walk in obedience to the Lord. Second Timothy 2:20-22 says, “In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work. Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” Do you want to be used of the Lord for noble purposes? Reread this passage and underline what you need to do if you want to be used of the Lord for His good and noble purposes. Ask Him to help you commit your life to Him and to live for His honor and glory. It is amazing what God can and will do through a person yielded to Him.

What might Samson have accomplished in the twenty years he judged Israel if he had walked in righteousness? But Samson’s actions did not take God by surprise, and He used everything that transpired for His purpose. And so, Samson began the deliverance of Israel from the Philistines—a deliverance that would not be completely accomplished for several generations, until the time of King David.

The Final Chapters of Judges

Although Samson is the last Israelite judge covered in the book of Judges, the prophet Samuel, who is not introduced until the book of 1 Samuel, was the final judge over Israel (see 1 Samuel 7:15).

Judges chapters 17-21 are not addressed in this study. There are no references to judges, times of oppression, repentance or restoration recounted in these chapters. The events in these chapters occurred early in the period of the judges, and are there to show how evil a society can become when it abandons God and His truth, and when each individual does what he or she thinks is right. Judges 21:25 says, “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.” Anarchy reigned during this period.

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

· Each day the assigned Scripture may include long passages. If necessary you may read only the specific portions cited for each question. If you have more time, you may wish to read the entire assigned passage.

First Day: Read the commentary on Judges 15-16.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Judges 15-16 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Ruth 1-2, concentrating on 1:1-5.

1.
In what time period did the book of Ruth take place, and what circumstances are present as the story opens? (Ruth 1:1a)

2.
Challenge: What possible reasons for a famine in the land do you find in the following verses?

Deuteronomy 28:15,23-24

Judges 6:3-4

3.
What family are we introduced to in Ruth 1:1b-2, and what did they do because of the famine?

4.
What happened to the head of the family after they moved to Moab? (Ruth 1:3)

5.
a.
Whom did the two sons marry? (Ruth 1:4a)

b.
What eventually happened to both sons? (Ruth 1:4b-5)

6.
Personal: Imagine Naomi’s thoughts as she found herself in this situation—a woman in a foreign country with no male protection or support, grieving the loss of her two sons and her husband. How do you think you might feel? Do you think you might be angry at God, asking Him why this happened to you, or do you think you might trust Him and His love for you even though you didn’t understand the situation?

Third Day: Review Ruth 1-2, concentrating on 1:6-18.

1.
a.
What did Naomi decide to do when she heard the famine in Judah had ended? (Ruth 1:6-7)

b.
Apparently, Orpah and Ruth felt it was their duty to accompany their mother-in-law, even though it meant leaving their native land. What concern did Naomi express on their behalf, and what was their answer? (Ruth 1:8-10)

2.
a.
What further argument did Naomi make? (Ruth 1:11-13a)

b.
Challenge: Naomi’s argument was based on God’s law regarding redemption of a childless widow. What do you learn about this from Deuteronomy 25:5-10?

3.
What did Naomi say was the reason for the bitter situation in which she found herself? (Ruth 1:13b)

4.
After Orpah finally agreed to go back to her family, Naomi once again urged Ruth to do the same. What was Ruth’s response that ended the discussion? (Ruth 1:14-18)

5.
a.
Ruth demonstrated true, self-sacrificing love for her mother-in-law Naomi. What do you learn about this kind of love in 1 John 3:16-18?

b.
Challenge: Sometimes it seems easy to love others in this way, and at other times we find it is impossible in our own strength. Read Galatians 5:22-23a and John 15:5. How can we consistently show this kind of love?

6.
Personal: In what ways is God calling you to show self-sacrificing love? Have you learned to rest in Jesus Christ’s work for you, and to allow the Holy Spirit to manifest His love through you?

Fourth Day: Review Ruth 1-2, concentrating on 1:19—2:3.

1.
a.
How did the people of Bethlehem react when Naomi and her daughter-in-law arrived? (Ruth 1:19)

b.
How did Naomi’s response to the women of Bethlehem again reflect her view of the reason for her circumstances? (Ruth 1:20-21)

2.
What time of year was it when Naomi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem? (Ruth 1:22)

3.
Who is introduced to the story in Ruth 2:1?

4.
a.
What did Ruth propose to do in order to support their household? (Ruth 2:2)

b.
Challenge: What instructions did God give to Israel in Deuteronomy 24:19-21 for this very purpose?

5.
Whose field did Ruth find herself working in? (Ruth 2:3)

6.
Personal: Ruth 2:3 uses the words, “As it turned out…” Some might say these words mean Ruth ended up in Boaz’s field by blind chance, by accident. Reread Ruth’s declaration of allegiance to the God of Israel in Ruth 1:16b, and then read Romans 8:28. Do you think God was in control of Ruth’s circumstances? Do you think He is in control of your circumstances, no matter how difficult they may be?

Fifth Day: Review Ruth 1-2, concentrating on 2:4-16.

1.
What does Boaz’ greeting to his workers and their answer tell you about his character and about his relationship with his employees? (Ruth 2:4)

2.
Whom did Boaz quickly notice? (Ruth 2:5)

3.
How did the foreman identify and describe Ruth? (Ruth 2:6-7)

4.
a.
How did Boaz provide for Ruth’s security and comfort in the following verses?


Ruth 2:8-9


Ruth 2:14


Ruth 2:15-16

b.
How did Boaz commend and bless Ruth? (Ruth 2:11-12)

5.
How did Ruth respond to Boaz’ kindness and blessing? (Ruth 2:10,13)

6.
Personal: Boaz’ words to Ruth, “May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge” (Ruth 1:12), call to mind a vivid picture of a tiny bird snuggling under the wings of its mother. Have you trusted God as your refuge—your shield and protection from whatever your circumstances may be? Write a prayer here, thanking Him for this.

Sixth Day: Review Ruth 1-2, concentrating on 2:17-23.

1.
a.
What did Ruth bring back to Naomi that evening? (Ruth 2:17-18)

b.
In her amazement, what did Naomi ask Ruth, and what blessing did she pronounce? (Ruth 2:19a)

2.
When Ruth identified her benefactor as Boaz, Naomi blessed him again. How did Naomi then attribute this development to God’s faithfulness? (Ruth 2:19b-20a)

3.
How was Boaz related to Naomi’s family? (Ruth 2:20b; we will study more about the meaning of this relationship in the next lesson)

4.
a.
What did Ruth report about Boaz’ instructions for her protection? (Ruth 2:21)

b.
How did Naomi confirm the validity of Boaz’ concern? (Ruth 2:22)

5.
Did Ruth accept Naomi’s counsel? (Ruth 2:23)

6.
Personal: Hearing Ruth’s story brought about a complete change in Naomi’s attitude. (Compare Ruth 1:20-21 with Ruth 2:20.) When the Lord works a blessing in your life, do you share the story with others to encourage them? Write down what He done has for you, and think of someone to tell it to.

Judges & Ruth Lesson 7
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Ruth 1-2
Ruth is a story of God’s grace and love expressed through human beings, and it reminds us that God always has His remnant of people (see Romans 11:2-5). Let me set the stage for our story of Ruth.

The Time

The book of Ruth took place during the time of Israel’s judges, which we have just finished studying. As you know, there was no king governing the Israelites, and “everyone did as he saw fit” (Judges 17:6)—and what they saw fit was often evil. The Israelites frequently turned from the true God to worship false gods. This brought God’s judgment—famine and oppression. When the people would repent and turn back to God, He would raise up a judge to deliver them and lead them. We don’t know exactly when during this period that the story of Ruth takes place. We do know, however, that a famine was in the land. This gives us a clue that it was probably during one of Israel’s apostasies (see Deuteronomy 28:15, 23-24; Judges 6:3-4).

The Place

The story takes place in two locations. It begins and ends in Bethlehem in Judah. It was near here that, over four hundred years earlier, Rachel—the favored wife of the patriarch Jacob—had died and was buried (see Genesis 35:19). This is the same Bethlehem where years later King David was born, and where centuries later Jesus Christ was born. 

The central part of the story takes place in Moab, which is along the eastern side of the Dead (Salt) Sea. It lies across the Jordan about fifty or sixty miles from Bethlehem. You can find these locations on the map.

The Main Characters

Elimelech, whose name means “my God is king”
 was of the tribe of Judah. He is referred to as an “Ephrathite,” which simply means he was from Ephrathah, the name of the area around and including Bethlehem. 

Naomi, whose name means “pleasant” was married to Elimelech. 

Mahlon and Kilion were the two sons of Naomi and Elimelech. Mahlon may mean “to be weak, ill” and the Kilion probably means “pining” or “weakening.”

Ruth and Orpah were Moabite women. Ruth married Mahlon (see Ruth 4:10) and Orpah married Kilion. The Moabite people were distant relations of the Israelites. They were the descendants of Abraham’s nephew Lot and his eldest daughter (see Genesis 19:37). They worshipped a number of false gods and practiced human sacrifice (see 2 Kings 3:26-27). At times Israel and Moab had peaceful relations, but often they had conflict with one dominating the other.

Boaz was a wealthy relative of Elimelech. When we read about him, he is no longer a young man. He was the son of Salmon and Rahab (see Matthew 1:5), the Canaanite woman of Jericho whose faith in the God of Israel caused her to help the Israelite spies before the battle of Jericho (see Joshua 2; Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25).

The Story

There was a great famine throughout the land. In an effort to provide for his family, Elimelech took his wife Naomi and their two sons and moved from their home in Bethlehem of Judah to Moab. His plan was to wait out the famine and then return home.

However, while they were in Moab, Elimelech died. Mahlon and Kilion had each married a Moabite woman. After living in Moab ten years, Naomi’s sons died too. She and her two daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth, were left alone.

Think of the difficulties faced by women in those days. The culture was completely different from what ours is now. The primary source of sustenance was obtained through farming and the raising of livestock. There were many tasks to do to turn the raw products raised into something useable. Men were expected to do certain tasks, and women were to do others; even children had their assigned chores. A family unit worked together to survive. Each had a job according to their gender and their stage in life. If a woman was widowed, there were no Social Security benefits to provide for her needs and the few paid occupations and professions were generally held by men. God had provided certain laws among His people that would help in this situation, but Naomi was not living among God’s people. So, when she heard that the famine had ended and there was food once again in Judah, she decided to return home. 

As she and her two daughters-in-law traveled the road back to Judah, she began to think of the situation they were in. She had no other sons for them to marry. Even if she could have another child and it was a son, they couldn’t wait for the son to grow up so they could marry. The prospects of finding a husband for them in Judah were slim—they were foreigners. 

Believing God’s hand was against her, Naomi thought the best thing she could do for them was to send them back to their people where they could re-marry and be part of a family. 

It took some convincing, because they both cared deeply for Naomi, but finally Orpah, with Naomi’s blessing, returned to her people and to her gods. Ruth, however, refused: “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me” (Ruth 1:16-17). Ruth had chosen to serve the God of Israel and to care for her aging mother-in-law. 

Arriving back in Bethlehem, they moved into the home Naomi and her family had left at least ten years before. Naomi’s bitterness and despair are reflected in her reply to her townspeople, “Don’t call me Naomi [pleasant]…call me Mara [bitter], because the Almighty has made my life very bitter. I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The Lord has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me” (Ruth 1:20-21).

They had arrived in Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. Although they had not planted and therefore had nothing to reap, God had made provision for them. Leviticus 19:9-10 says, “When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the Lord your God.” Although this was written and this was God’s plan, you must remember that this was a time when few were serving the Lord, the Law of God was not enforced, and “everyone did as he saw fit” (Judges 17:6).

So, to provide food for her mother-in-law and herself, Ruth volunteered to go into the field of anyone who would allow her, and pick up (glean) the grain that was dropped or left on the edges of the field. First Ruth faced the difficulty of finding someone who would allow her to glean, and then she faced the danger of being a foreigner and a woman alone. But God’s hand of protection was upon her, and He guided her, whether she realized it or not (see Proverbs 16:9).

How often we feel lost, helpless or alone in a situation, never realizing that God is caring for us, providing for us, and planning a wonderful future for us. Little did Ruth or Naomi imagine the good things that God had planned.

God guided Ruth’s steps to the field of Boaz, a wealthy relative of Naomi’s who lived in Bethlehem. Now Boaz was a man of God. When he arrived at the field later in the day he greeted his workers by saying, “The Lord be with you” (Ruth 2:4). And they replied with a blessing in the Lord’s name on him.

After Boaz inquired and found out who Ruth was, he spoke with her and encouraged her to glean in his field, where she would be safe and would be able to drink from the water provided for his workers. The good deeds she had done for her mother-in-law and her faith in the God of Israel had gone before her and commended her to Boaz. 

When they took a break to eat, Boaz encouraged Ruth to join them and share in their food. When it was time to return to work, he instructed the laborers not only to allow her to glean, but also to pull out some stalks from their bundles of barley and leave them for her to pick up. Ruth gleaned until evening, and then threshed the grain. Although the amount was small in terms of an entire crop, it was about three fifths of a bushel, a huge amount for one day’s gleaning.

Ruth presented both the barley grain and her leftover lunch to Naomi, who immediately wanted to know where Ruth had gleaned and who had taken notice of her. Upon learning that it was Boaz, a close relative, and about the protection and help he was providing for Ruth, Naomi’s faith began to blossom once again. 

So Ruth stayed close to the servant girls of Boaz throughout both the barley and wheat harvests. She continued to live with and provide for her mother-in-law, Naomi.

Naomi had gone from despair to hope—hope in God and in His provision for them. Whatever you are facing, God has promised to be with you and help you. “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future’” (Jeremiah 29:11).

To be continued…

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

· Each day the assigned Scripture may include long passages. If necessary you may read only the specific portions cited for each question. If you have more time, you may wish to read the entire assigned passage.

First Day: Read the commentary on Ruth 1-2.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Ruth 1-2 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Ruth 3-4, concentrating on 3:1-6.

1.
Challenge: Compare Ruth 2:23a and Ruth 3:2b. What season was ending, and what do you think that would mean for Ruth’s and Naomi’s future economic situation?

2.
It was customary in that time and culture for parents to arrange marriages. What was Naomi’s concern regarding Ruth’s future, and what did she want to do about it? (Ruth 3:1)

3.
Whom did Naomi have in mind as a husband for Ruth, and why was he an appropriate choice? (Ruth 3:2a)

4.
a.
How did Naomi instruct Ruth to approach Boaz, so that he might know of Ruth’s willingness to marry him? (Ruth 3:2b-4)

b.
How did Ruth respond to Naomi, and did she follow through? (Ruth 3:5-6)

5.
Notice how Ruth and Naomi’s love for one another affected the plans they made and the actions they took. What do you learn about this kind of love in the Galatians 6:2?

6.
Personal: Whom has Christ called you to show His love to? What specific actions can you take to show this love? Why not pray about this now?

Third Day: Review Ruth 3-4, concentrating on 3:7-12.

1.
How did Boaz initially react upon finding Ruth lying at his feet in the middle of the night? (Ruth 3:7-9a)

2.
After identifying herself, what did Ruth request? (Ruth 3:9b)

3.
Boaz understood that Ruth’s action was a request that he marry her and fulfill the role of kinsman-redeemer. Why was Boaz pleased with Ruth’s request? What does his response indicate about his probable age? (Ruth 3:10)

4.
a.
Ruth may have worried that she would offend Boaz by her implied request that he marry her. How did Boaz address this issue? (Ruth 3:11)

b.
Challenge: Ruth was known by all as “a woman of noble character.” How does Proverbs 31:10-31 describe this kind of person? If you would like to, summarize this passage in your own words and apply it to a woman of today.

5.
What obstacle stood in the way of Boaz’ service as kinsman-redeemer for Ruth? What did he assure Ruth that he would do? (Ruth 3:12-13)

6.
Personal: Would you like to be known as a person “of noble character”? How did Ruth’s actions and attitudes bring about this characterization? Are these things you would like to do and be? Why not pray and ask God to help you develop these noble characteristics?

Fourth Day: Review Ruth 3-4, concentrating on 3:14-18.

1.
How did Boaz help Ruth protect her reputation among the townspeople? (Ruth 3:14)

2.
Boaz always made certain that Ruth and Naomi were provided for. What generous gift did he give Ruth? (Ruth 3:15)

3.
What did Ruth report to Naomi upon her return home? (Ruth 3:16-17)

4.
What did Naomi advise Ruth to do? (Ruth 3:18)

5.
Challenge: Naomi depended upon what she knew of Boaz’ character. Her counsel implied her faith and confidence that only God could bring this matter to a good conclusion for Ruth. How does Psalm 27 illustrate this attitude?

6.
Personal: When you have done all that you can to resolve a situation, do you find it difficult to wait for the Lord? What situation are you facing right now? Write a prayer here expressing your confidence in the Lord, or asking Him to help you have confidence in Him.

Fifth Day: Review Ruth 3-4, concentrating on 4:1-12.

1.
Where and in whose presences did Boaz begin the proceedings to settle this matter quickly? (Ruth 4:1-2)

2.
a.
How did Boaz explain the situation to this man who was Naomi’s closest relative? (Ruth 4:3-4a)

b.
How did the man respond? (Ruth 4:4b)

3.
a.
What condition did Boaz remind the man that he must satisfy in order to redeem the land? (Ruth 4:5)

b.
What did the man do then, and why? (Ruth 4:6-8)

4.
What announcement did Boaz make? (Ruth 4:9-10)

5.
What blessing did all the witnesses pronounce in return? (Ruth 4:11-12)

6.
Personal: The blessing in Ruth 4:11-12 clearly portrays God as the One in control: “May the Lord make…” and “Through the offspring the Lord gives…” Is this the way you view your life and circumstances? Do you bless others by reminding them of God’s power and encouraging them about His concern for them?

Sixth Day: Review Ruth 3-4, concentrating on 4:13-22.

1.
What happened after Boaz and Ruth were married? (Ruth 4:13)

2.
How did the women of the community rejoice with Naomi? To whom did they give credit for the recent events? (Ruth 4:14-15)

3.
How was Naomi’s former emptiness (see Ruth 1:21) filled up? (Ruth 4:16-17a)

4.
What was the child named, and what great king of Israel was his descendant? (Ruth 4:17b-22)

5.
Challenge: Compare the genealogy in Ruth 4:17b-22 to the one found in Matthew 1:1-6b. Who else was a descendant of Ruth and Boaz?

6.
Personal: The entire book of Ruth is a beautiful picture of what God has done for us. As God led Naomi, Ruth and Boaz and brought their lives together, He established a family through whom He would eventually send the Savior into our sinful world. Because of His great love (see John 3:16), He sent His Son Jesus to take our sins upon Himself (see 1 Peter 2:24) and pay the full price so that we may come freely to God (see Colossians 1:19-20). Have you accepted God’s gracious gift, and asked Jesus to be your Savior and Lord?

Judges & Ruth Lesson 8
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Ruth 3-4
Naomi and Ruth had arrived in Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. God had caused Naomi to hope again by providing for them through their relative, Boaz. His willingness to allow Ruth to glean in the safety of his field, and his instruction to his workers to drop extra stalks of grain for Ruth to glean, had provided an abundance of food for both Naomi and Ruth. But the harvest was coming to an end. 

When they had arrived in Bethlehem it was Ruth who took steps to provide for Naomi; now Naomi wanted to take steps to provide for Ruth. She approached Ruth with her desire to find a husband for her, a home where she could be provided for.

According to God’s law, if a widow had no sons, the brother or close relative of the deceased husband was to marry the widow. The first son of their union would be counted as the deceased husband’s son and would inherit his estate. (See Deuteronomy 25:5-6.) As we have discovered, Boaz was a close relative, and might possibly be willing and able to fulfill this function. So Naomi approached Ruth with her plan.

Before we go into detail about Naomi’s plan I want you to consider several things. Although Ruth was a young woman and had chosen to serve the God of Israel, she was still a foreigner. She was also poor and would not bring many tangible benefits to a marriage. On the positive side, she was known to be a woman of noble character. Boaz, although wealthy, was not a young man, and there was someone who was a closer relative to Ruth than he was. (See Ruth 3:10-12.) 

The fact that Naomi didn’t suggest approaching this other relative instead of Boaz may mean that she was unaware of him (doubtful in a small town), that she knew he’d be unwilling to marry Ruth, or that he was less suitable. Whatever the reason, this was Naomi’s plan: “Is not Boaz, with whose servant girls you have been, a kinsman of ours? Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the threshing-floor. Wash and perfume yourself, and put on your best clothes. Then go down to the threshing-floor, but don’t let him know you are there until he has finished eating and drinking. When he lies down, note the place where he is lying. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what to do”(Ruth 3:2-4). These actions were to let Boaz know that Ruth was willing and seeking a marriage union with him—that just as she had sought refuge under the wings of the God of Israel (see Ruth 2:12), she was now seeking refuge and covering from Boaz
. Ruth agreed to do whatever Naomi directed her to do.

Why did Naomi have Ruth approach Boaz rather than do it herself? Why the secrecy? Why not approach Boaz directly? Why did they act in the manner they did? Why did some of the actions vary from what was instructed in God’s law? Think for a moment. In our society we have a number of “Christian” holidays, yet mingled in the celebration of these holidays are all sorts of traditions that are not necessarily Christian. Even the traditions that are “Christian” are often changed from what they were originally, or the symbolism has been lost to the present generation; still, people follow the tradition. So it is with many of the actions of Ruth and Boaz; we can only surmise what they meant and why they did them. We do know that they were both honorable people. Remember, Scripture doesn’t always give us the reason; it often tells the story and allows us to see God’s hand at work in the lives and culture of people who have put their trust in Him.

Ruth did as Naomi instructed. When Boaz awoke in the night and discovered Ruth lying at his feet, he understood exactly what her actions and words meant. With a solemn oath to the Lord he promised Ruth that he would take care of everything. He would see that Ruth was cared for and married, whether to the other close relative or to himself. He sent her home in the morning before anyone else awoke, and as always he made certain she had an abundance of grain to share with Naomi.

Upon hearing all that had transpired, Naomi was certain that Boaz would take care of everything that very day. She told Ruth to wait—wait in faith that Boaz would do all that he had promised.

We, too, need to learn to wait—wait for the Lord to do all that He has promised. Psalm 27:14 tells us, “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.” And Hebrews 10:36 says, “You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.” And Hebrews 6:12b says, “Imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.” Like Ruth, we are to take whatever action God has directed us to take, and then wait patiently for Him.

The Kinsman-Redeemer Acts

In ancient Israel the town or city gate was where business and legal transactions usually took place (see Genesis 19:1; Proverbs 1:21; 31:23). In a small town like Bethlehem it was likely that whomever you were looking for would eventually pass through the gate. So Boaz went immediately to the town gate and sat there. When the other kinsman passed by, Boaz requested that he and ten of the city elders join him. 

He proceeded to state that Naomi was about to sell a piece of land and that this unnamed relative had the first right of purchase, and that he, Boaz, had second. However, to purchase the land it would be necessary to marry Ruth, Naomi’s Moabite daughter-in-law, in order to produce a son for her dead husband. The first kinsman’s initial willingness to purchase the land was quickly quelled when he discovered this. According to the tradition of the time, for the redemption and transfer of property to become legal and final, one party took off his sandal and gave it to the other. So the sandal was passed between Boaz and the other kinsman. Then Boaz announced, “Today you are witnesses that I have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelech, Kilion and Mahlon. I have also acquired Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his name will not disappear from among his family or from the town records. Today you are witnesses!” (Ruth 4:9-10). All the elders confirmed their witness with a blessing.

Expressing God’s Love

So Boaz made Ruth his wife and God blessed them with a son, Obed. Ruth laid Obed in Naomi’s lap. Through Ruth, Naomi had a grandson who would continue the name and inheritance of her deceased son, Mahlon. She who had been empty and bitter was now, once again, full and blessed.

What a tender example the book of Ruth gives us of God’s love and care expressed through human beings. As Christians, we are members of the Body of Christ—His hands, His feet, His mouth (see 1 Corinthians 12:12-27). First John 2:6 says, “Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.” And 1 John 3:17-18 tells us, “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” 

God wants to use us to minister His love and care to the people around us. What are you doing to share God’s love with others? What kindness have you shown? What need have you met? What words of love and encouragement have you said? Ask Him to show you the opportunities He has placed all around you. Ask Him to let His love flow through you (see Romans 5:5) to enrich the lives of everyone you come in contact with.

The Lineage of Obed

The final lines of the book of Ruth outline the lineage of Obed, starting with his forefather Perez, the son of Judah, and going forward to Obed’s descendant, David, the beloved king of Israel. It was through the line of David that our redeemer, Jesus Christ, was born. 

Ephesians 2:12-13,19 says, “Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ…Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow-citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household.”

Have you sought shelter and refuge in Jesus Christ? If you haven’t, won’t you do it now? Turn from your sin, accept that Jesus Christ died on the cross to pay the price for your sin so that you can be forgiven, reconciled to God and brought into God’s household. 

Hope in God

Perhaps you’ve accepted Christ, but like Naomi did for a time, you feel empty and bitter. Perhaps things in your life aren’t what you thought they would be, and you feel angry and forsaken. Ask God to help you through this time of darkness. Ask Him to help you trust Him even when you don’t understand. He really does have a plan, and He is working all things together for your good…even if you don’t see it yet. (See Jeremiah 29:11; Romans 8:28-29.)

This is the end of the study. There are no questions for Lesson 8.
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Commentary by Nancy J. Collins
Daily study questions by Kathy Rowland

The book of Judges covers the period in Israel’s history after the death of Joshua until the establishment
of the monarchy under King Saul. In Judges we see a continuing cycle of God’s blessing, Israel’s
rebellion, God’s disciplining, their repentance, and God’s deliverance and blessing again. In the stories of
people such as Deborah, Gideon and Samson, we see God’s faithfulness, His patience and His grace.

The book of Ruth is set during the time of the Judges and relates the story of the young woman who
became the great-grandmother of David, and an ancestress of Jesus. A beautiful story of love and
grace, Ruth reminds us that no matter how evil the time, God has His people; no matter how hopeless a
situation may seem, God is greater (Romans 5:20; 11:4-5), no matter what—God’s plan and purpose will
be accomplished (Psalm 33:11).
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�. Challenge questions are optional for those who want to dig deeper or write their personal opinion. The Personal questions are between the individual doing the study and God. Those answers may be shared in class only if the individual would like to.





�. Perhaps God intended “the Amorites” in Genesis 15:16 to represent all of the Canaanite peoples.





�.  Frank E. Gaebelein, editor. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1990)





�.  tribute: payment by one ruler or nation to another in acknowledgment of submission or as the price of protection (http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/tribute)





�.  Merrill C. Tenney, general editor. The New International Dictionary of the Bible (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1987).





�.  EncartaЁ World English Dictionary © 1999 Microsoft Corporation.





�.  There is a Bronze age winepress located on the north hillsides of Migdal Haemek, Israel. (“Wine Presses”, 2/22/2010. http://www.biblewalks.com/Info/WinePresses.html)





�.  The New International Dictionary of the Bible.





�.  The Expositors Bible Commentary.





�.  Kenneth Barker, editor. The NIV Study Bible (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1985). See note on Judges 13:24.





�. The New International Dictionary of the Bible, p 375.





�. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary. See notes on Matthew 5:38.





�. Piper, John. Love Your Enemies. (Cambridge: Univ. Press, 1979) p. 90.





�.  This and all the meanings of names in this section are from The Expositor’s Bible Commentary.





�.  The NIV Study Bible, see note Ruth 3:9.









