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For over 50 years Joy of Living has been effectively establishing individuals around the world in the sound, basic study of God’s Word.

Evangelical and interdenominational, Joy of Living reaches across denominational and cultural barriers, enriching lives through the simple, pure truths of God’s inspired Word, the Bible.

Studies are flexible, suited for both formal and informal meetings, as well as for personal study. Each lesson contains historical background, commentary and a week’s worth of personal application questions, leading readers to discover fresh insights into God’s Word. Courses covering many books in both the Old and New Testaments are available. Selected courses are also available in several foreign languages. Contact the Joy of Living office for details.

Joy of Living Bible Studies was founded by Doris W. Greig in 1971 and has grown to include classes in nearly every state in the Union and many foreign countries.
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This unique Bible study series may be used by people who know nothing about the Bible, as well as by more knowledgeable Christians. Each person is nurtured and discipled in God’s Word, and many develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as they study.

Joy of Living is based on the idea that each person needs to open the Bible and let God speak to them by His Holy Spirit, applying the Scripture’s message to their needs and opportunities, their family, church, job, community, and the world at large.

Only a Bible is needed for this study series. While commentaries may be helpful, it is not recommended that people consult them as they work through the daily study questions. It is most important to allow the Holy Spirit to lead them through the Bible passage and apply it to their hearts and lives. If desired, additional commentaries may be consulted after answering the questions on a particular passage.

The first lesson of a series includes an introduction to the study, plus the first week’s daily study questions. Some questions are simple, and some are deeper for those who are more advanced.
 The individual works through the Bible passages each day, praying and asking God’s guidance in applying the truth to their own life. (The next lesson will contain the commentary on the Bible passage being covered in the study questions.)

To Use in a Group Setting: 

After the daily personal study of the passage has been completed, the class gathers in a small group, where they pray together and discuss what they have written in response to the questions about the passage, clarifying problem areas and getting more insight into the passage. The small group/discussion leader helps the group focus on biblical truth, and not just on personal problems. The student is the only person who sees their own answers and shares only what they feel comfortable sharing.

After small groups meet for discussion and prayer, they often gather in a large group meeting where a teacher gives a brief lecture covering the essential teaching of the Bible passage that was studied during the prior week and discussed in the small groups. The teacher may clarify the passage and challenge class members to live a more committed daily life.

At home, the student begins the next lesson, which contains commentary notes on the prior week’s passage and questions on a new Scripture passage.
Do You KNOW You Have Eternal Life?
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Your condition…

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

But your iniquities (sins) have separated you from your God. (Isaiah 59:2)

For the wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23)

There is help…

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. (1 Peter 3:18)

The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

What do I do?…

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out. (Acts 3:19)

Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved. (Acts 16:31)

You CAN know…

He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:12-13)

If you would like to make the decision today to repent and trust Christ as your Savior, either for the first time or as a re-commitment of your life, you may want to pray a prayer similar to this one:

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner. Please forgive my sins. Thank You for dying on the cross for me, and for coming alive again. I accept Your gifts of forgiveness and eternal life. I place my life in Your hands. I want to be Yours forever. Thank you for loving me so much. 

In Your Name I pray, Amen
Hebrews Lesson 11
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Introduction

This is the second half of a two-part study on Hebrews. 

The primary commentary for Lesson 11 (covering Hebrews 7:23—8:13) is printed at the end of Hebrews Part 1, since it sums up the Scripture passage covered in the Lesson 10 Study Questions. 

The commentary below is a general introduction to Hebrews Part 2, which begins with Hebrews 9.

In the first century many Jewish Christians were being tempted to give up their faith in Christ and slip into back into Judaism. The book of Hebrews was written to show them the superiority of Christ over all, and to encourage these Jewish Christians to hold on to their faith. 

In the first half of this study we have seen that Christ is superior to those things that are important to Judaism. Because He is God’s Son, He is superior to the prophets, including Moses, and the angels. We also began to see that He is superior to the priesthood of Aaron. 

As we begin the second half of the Hebrews study, we will continue to look at the superiority of Christ’s priesthood. We will then take an in-depth look at what it means to live our lives trusting Him completely, and in the final chapters we will be given some practical instruction on how to live the life of faith.
Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Hebrews 7:23—8:13.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Hebrews 7:23—8:13 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 9:1-14, concentrating on verses 1-2.

1.
The author proceeds to bring out the superiority of the new covenant by reviewing the way of worship under the old covenant. What did God set up regarding worship under the old covenant? (Hebrews 9:1)

2.
How does the author begin to describe the earthly sanctuary that God laid out? (Hebrews 9:2)

3.
Challenge: God gave Moses lengthy and detailed instructions on how to make the tabernacle and its furnishings. Summarize the following selected passages.

Exodus 25:1-9

Exodus 25:31-40

Exodus 25:23-30

4.
Personal: God set up the old covenant in a careful, detailed way. Though it was later fulfilled and superseded by the new covenant, we can still learn much by studying His instructions. What does it mean to you that God went into such detail and ordered the use of such beautiful, precious materials for the tabernacle and its furnishings?

Third Day: Review Hebrews 9:1-14, concentrating on verses 3-5.

1.
The tabernacle was a tent divided into two sections. What do you learn about the first curtain from Exodus 26:36-37?

2.
What was behind the second curtain that divided the tabernacle? (Hebrews 9:3)

3.
What items were in the Most Holy Place? (Hebrews 9:4)

4.
a.
Challenge: Briefly summarize Exodus 30:1-10 which gives instructions for the golden altar of incense. Where was this altar actually located? (Exodus 30:6). 

b.
Challenge: Although it did not actually sit in the Most Holy Place, the golden altar of incense was intimately connected with the ark of the Testimony, showing why the author of Hebrews grouped it with the items belonging to the Most Holy Place. How does 1 Kings 6:22, which describes King Solomon’s building of the temple, confirm this?

c.
Challenge: Briefly summarize the following passages about the remaining items mentioned in Hebrews 9:4.


The ark of the covenant: Exodus 25:10-16


The gold jar of manna: Exodus 16:33-35


Aaron’s staff that had budded: Numbers 17:1-11


The stone tablets of the covenant: Exodus 31:18 and Deuteronomy 9:9-10

5.
a.
What was the final item connected to the Most Holy Place that the author of Hebrews mentions? (Hebrews 9:5)

b.
Challenge: What do you learn about this in Exodus 25:17-22. Summarize briefly.

6.
Personal: Again we see the detail and the beauty of God’s plan for this part of the tabernacle. This was the place where He would meet with His people, although under limited circumstances. As a believer you have the privilege of having God’s Spirit with you continually. Every moment of every day, and every place that you go is your place and time of meeting with God. How does this make you feel?

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 9:1-14, concentrating on verses 6-7.

1.
When the tabernacle was completed, where did the priests do their work? (Hebrews 9:6)

2.
Challenge: What were some of the priests’ regular duties according to the following verses?

Exodus 27:20-21

Exodus 30:7-8

Leviticus 24:5-9

3.
What duty was reserved for the high priest? (Hebrews 9:7)

4.
Notice that sins committed in ignorance do matter to God. Just because a person doesn’t know that an action is wrong doesn’t justify it in the eyes of the Lord. What attitude should we have about these sins according to the following verses?

Job 6:24

Psalm 19:12

Psalm 139:23-24

Jeremiah 17:9

1 Corinthians 4:4

5.
Personal: Hebrews says that under the old covenant, the high priest offered blood for the sins the people had committed in ignorance. Under the new covenant, Jesus our great high priest has offered His own blood for all sins, including those that we commit in ignorance. How do you regard this type of sin in yourself?

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 9:1-14, concentrating on verses 8-10.

1.
What was the Holy Spirit showing by the pattern of worship set up under the law? (Hebrews 9:8)

2.
Before the finished work of Jesus Christ, which made the first tabernacle obsolete, nobody, whether Jew or Gentile, had direct access to God. Read Ephesians 2:14-18. How does the apostle Paul explain the way that Jesus opened into God’s presence?

3.
How did the gifts and sacrifices under the law fall short of fulfilling people’s real need? (Hebrews 9:9)

4.
How does the author describe the ways of the old covenant? (Hebrews 9:10)

5.
Challenge: Read and summarize briefly the following Bible passages to see what some of the regulations under the law required.

Dietary laws: Leviticus 11

Ceremonial washings: Exodus 30:18-21; Leviticus 15:4-13; 17:15-16

6.
a.
All of these external regulations had their place in God’s plan, but they only applied “until the time of the new order” (Hebrews 9:10). Following these regulations was never able to clear the conscience of the worshipper. Only faith in God was able to do that. How does Genesis 15:6 confirm this?

b.
Personal: Are you still trusting in external actions to make you right with God? Your “regulations” may be different than those prescribed under the law, but they are just as ineffective to clear your conscience. Why not put your faith in Jesus Christ, the only one who is able to usher you into God’s presence?

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 9:1-14, concentrating on verses 11-14.

1.
How was Christ’s sacrifice superior to the sacrifices under the old covenant? (Hebrews 9:11-12a)

2.
a.
What did He obtain with His sacrifice? (Hebrews 9:12b)

b.
Challenge: Look up the word “redemption” in a dictionary. What do you think this means that Jesus did for us?

3.
How were those who were ceremonially unclean under the law made right in the eyes of the law? (Hebrews 9:13)

4.
How does Christ’s sacrifice compare to the old covenant’s sacrificial system? (Hebrews 9:14)

5.
a.
After we are made righteous by faith in Christ’s sacrifice, how are our daily lives changed? (Hebrews 9:14b)

b.
How does the apostle Paul express this in Romans 6:13?

6.
Personal: It is the blood of Jesus that makes it possible for us to “serve the living God” rather than continuing in “acts that lead to death.” But because we are still under the influence of our sinful nature while on earth, we are still prone to sin. (See Romans 6:19.) If you have trusted Jesus for your salvation, what kind of acts characterize your life? Do you need to ask Him to help you turn away from acts that lead to death, so that you can serve Him in righteousness?

Hebrews Lesson 12
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Hebrews 9:1-14

The author had just been writing about reality and shadows (see Hebrews 8:5). He pointed to Christ, the one who made real our access to God, because Christ is Himself the way into the Most Holy Place. The beauty of the tabernacle and the rituals was only a shadow, an imperfect reflection, of the reality of Christ.

The ordinary Israelite could enter into the courtyard that surrounded the tabernacle—but no further. The priests could enter the Holy Place, and the high priest could enter the Most Holy Place only once a year. There was a beauty in the worship of God in the tabernacle, but the common person was not allowed into the areas that represented the presence of God. Jesus Christ took the barrier away and opened the door for Christians into intimate fellowship with God. Oh, what a joy to enter God’s presence! This is why Christ died on the cross for our sins. He opened a shut door. It is now open to all who will come in faith to Jesus Christ (see John 14:6).

The tabernacle constructed during Israel’s journey through the Sinai desert was a beautiful place of worship, with its richly embroidered curtains, gleaming gold furnishings and shiny brass altar and laver. The details of the tabernacle described in Exodus were well-known to the Hebrews, so the author does not describe them in this portion of Hebrews. We will briefly review its glories and the wonderful way it speaks to us of Christ.

The courtyard of the tabernacle was, we might say, the campus on which stood all the parts of the tabernacle. The courtyard was 150 feet long and 75 feet wide, enclosed by a fence of curtains seven and one-half feet high. The curtains were supported by pillars. There was one opening on the east side of the fence, which was covered by a special curtain. This curtained opening pictured Christ, who said, “I am the gate” (John 10:9) and “I am the way” (John 14:6). In the courtyard was an altar made of wood, covered with brass. This is where the sacrifices were killed and laid. There was a large basin of brass made from brass mirrors given by the women of Israel. The basin was filled with water and used by the priests for cleansing before they served.

The tabernacle itself, called the Tent of Meeting, was divided into two parts. Its frame was constructed of wood overlaid with pure gold. Skins of animals were used to make the outer coverings, and embroidered linen curtains lined the inside. The two sections were called the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place; a curtain separated them. In the Holy Place were the lampstand of pure gold; the table of the bread of the Presence; and the golden altar of incense. The lampstand provided the only light in the tabernacle. Pure olive oil fed the flame, which burned continually. On the table of the bread of the Presence were placed twelve loaves of bread. Fresh loaves were brought in every Sabbath, and the old loaves were removed. The old loaves could then be eaten by the priests—and only by the priests. These pictures remind us that Christ is the light of the world (see John 8:12) and the bread of life (see John 6:35). Sweet-smelling incense was burned every morning and evening, symbolizing the prayers of the people (see Revelation 8:3-4).

The curtain through which the high priest must pass to enter the Most Holy Place was made of thick linen. This curtain was more elaborate than the one that served as the gate of the courtyard. It was embroidered in blue, purple, and scarlet with images of cherubim the focal point. Blue spoke of Christ’s heavenly origin, purple of His royalty, and scarlet of His sacrifice. The ark of the Testimony, its contents, and its lid, the atonement cover, were the only articles in the Most Holy Place. The ark was a chest of wood covered with gold. Inside it
 was a jar of manna, a remembrance of God’s provision in the wilderness years. Manna typifies Christ, the Bread of Life. Aaron’s staff that had budded was also placed inside the ark,
 along with the stone tablets on which were written the law (God’s covenant with the Israelites). Two golden cherubim, their wings arched and barely touching each other, topped the atonement cover, which was the lid for the ark. There the very presence of God rested: “There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites” (Exodus 25:22). All of the gold typified deity.

You may have noticed that there appears to be a difference in the placement of the altar of incense in the Exodus and Hebrews accounts. We know that the Most Holy Place must not be entered except on the Day of Atonement once each year. Since priests had access daily to the altar of incense, its location was in the Holy Place, in front of the curtain leading to the Most Holy Place. Leviticus 16:12-13 reveals that on the Day of Atonement, the high priest filled a censer (a small incense vessel) with fire from the altar and with sweet incense. This he took into the Most Holy Place. The cloud of incense then concealed the atonement cover.

The tabernacle was truly gorgeous in its appointments. It is rich in meaning, portraying the Lord Jesus in type and shadow. How we can praise the Lord that we are privileged to know Christ the reality.

Priests and Their Ministry

Hebrews 9:6 furnishes a verbal picture of busy priests going in and out of the Holy Place. The priests were continually performing the services of the tabernacle. There was the daily duty of trimming the lamps and replenishing the oil, morning and evening. Incense was burned after the morning and evening sacrifices. Once each week the bread of the Presence on the table must be changed. In addition, the priests’ duties included preparing sacrifices for worshippers who came to the tabernacle. The priests’ service lasted virtually from dawn to setting sun.

The high priest could also minister in the Holy Place, but his special sphere of service was the Most Holy Place on the Day of Atonement. This was and is a most important day in the Jewish calendar. It was the greatest of all days for the high priest. The description of the Day of Atonement is in Leviticus 16, and it is summarized in verses 32-33: “The priest who is anointed and ordained to succeed his father as high priest is to make atonement. He is to put on the sacred linen garments and make atonement for the Most Holy Place, for the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and for the priests and all the people of the community.” The purpose of the Day of Atonement was to be certain that all sin, whether committed by an individual or by Israel as a people, be atoned for. It was to cover sins of omission and sins committed in ignorance or without awareness. Atonement was made for any defilement of the altar, and for any lack or negligence occurring in the sacrificial system. People and things were cleansed and relationship to God restored.

The ceremonies of the Day of Atonement began early in the morning. The high priest put on the sacred linen garments as described in Leviticus 16:4. The lamps, filled with fresh oil, burned brightly. The aroma of incense from the golden altar permeated the air and a cloud of incense covered the atonement cover, rising from the censer placed before it by the high priest. The morning sacrifice had been offered. The high priest was unassisted on this great Day of Atonement. He first took the blood of the young bull, a sin offering for himself and his family, and sprinkled it upon the atonement cover. He then came out from the Most Holy Place and killed a goat as a sacrifice for the sins of the people. He returned to the Most Holy Place with the blood of the goat. The shed blood and burning of the offering indicated that the people’s guilt was transferred to the sacrifice.

A second live goat was brought to the courtyard, and the high priest laid both his hands on the head of the goat, confessing “over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites—all their sins—and put them on the goat’s head” (Leviticus 16:21). The goat was then led away into the desert. Similarly, our sins were laid on Jesus, and God has removed them as far as the east is from the west (see Psalm 103:10-12).

The Day of Atonement was a holy day, most meaningful to the people of Israel. The entering into the Most Holy Place was a solemn occasion. The high priest could not go into God’s presence without blood; every part of his service must be performed meticulously. So awesome was his duty that there was concern that he might not come out from God’s holy, majestic presence. Bells on his garments signaled his movements (see Exodus 28:35), and we can imagine that a relieved sigh went up from the congregation when he emerged. This was the great day of confession and atonement for Israel’s sins. There must have been many among the people who obeyed and worshipped God out of love and reverence, not merely out of duty and a sense of the requirements of the law. They came to the tabernacle with the expectation of fulfilling God’s commands and thereby pleasing Him. Their assurance of forgiveness was the shed blood of the sacrificial animal.

In all of this, it was the purpose of the Holy Spirit to point out that so long as the ceremonial law and the old system were in effect, the common people had no access to the Most Holy Place. They were permitted no farther than the outer courtyard, and the priests were limited to the Holy Place to perform their service. But under the new covenant, the way into the Most Holy Place is through Jesus Christ. And to enter is to have access with freedom and boldness into the presence of God. All this is because of Jesus sacrificial death on the cross, the source of our reconciliation and peace with God (see Romans 5:1-2).

In Hebrews 9:9-10 the author shows that the sacrificial system, although appointed by God, was not designed to be permanent. It was not God’s ultimate purpose to exclude all but the Levitical high priest from His presence. The annual repetition of the atoning sacrifice indicated that the all-sufficient sacrifice had not yet come. There were also the continual daily gifts and sacrifices that failed to “clear the conscience of the worshipper” (Hebrews 9:9). The repetition of the sacrifices and services of the tabernacle were symbols or figures of the constant need of forgiveness of sin. They all pointed to the all-sufficient sacrifice that was to come—the Lord Jesus Christ.

The ordinances of Judaism pertained to externals, things that could be seen, touched, smelled—the tangibles. This was not a spiritual ministry, but offered only ceremonial cleansing. Sacrifices of animals, bread, oil, and wine; and various washings, dietary laws, and rules for daily conduct could not procure eternal blessing. All the meats and drinks of Judaism did not provide spiritual nourishment, nor did washing with water purify the heart. The Israelite who conscientiously entered into the rites and ceremonies was burdened with remembering a multitude of do’s and don’ts. The legal system held him in bondage; it was a yoke too heavy to bear (see Acts 15:10).

Why did God continue for fifteen hundred years to make use of the obscure spiritual mysteries of the sacrificial system? That in itself is a mystery! God’s ways are not ours. Solomon in his wisdom declared, “It is the glory of God to conceal a matter” (Proverbs 25:2). How thankful we should be that the darkness is past and the true Light, the Lord Jesus, has come. Scripture says, “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons” (Galatians 4:4-5). And, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree’” (Galatians 3:13). Are you struggling under the weight of working for your salvation? Are your offerings to God self-righteousness, your “good” life and deeds? Cease from your labors for self-improvement and become a new creation in Christ Jesus (see 2 Corinthians 5:17; Titus 3:5). Trust in the blood of the Lord Jesus to cleanse you from sin and to assure you of life eternal.

Eternal Redemption

It is safe to say that this letter to Hebrew believers was cause for some serious questions. The author gave his readers a lot to think about. He began by pointing to people and things that Israel had held in highest esteem, which were now superseded by Christ. The rites and ceremonies of the law and the sacrificial system were part and parcel of the lives of these Hebrews. The author had even declared that there was another mediator and a better covenant. Hebrews 9:11-14 must have been a special blessing to those believers, as they are to us. They emphasize the excellence of the ministry of Christ on behalf of those who are His own. Here we see what Christ’s sacrifice and His precious blood mean to the believer, and what a wonderful redemption is ours in Christ Jesus.

Israel’s hope was based on God’s promises that the Messiah, God’s anointed one, would come. Then the full revelation of God’s will would be known and His purposes fulfilled. Now Christ has come and the promises are confirmed. He is both a prophet and a king. Here we are concerned with His priestly office. It was in the eternal counsels of the Trinity that Christ was appointed to His office. He exercised His priestly function when He offered Himself a sacrifice for sin. Any Israelite could kill the sin offering he brought to the tabernacle, but only the priest could offer it to God. Scriptures that speak of Christ offering Himself to God thus depict Him in His priestly character.

“The good things that are already here” (Hebrews 9:11) are the blessings and riches resulting from the eternal redemption that is ours now in Christ Jesus. Because of the cross, we are forgiven, reconciled, justified. We have peace with God and access into His presence. These good things are not limited to what we already have; there’s more to come. “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).

Hebrews 9:11 mentions “the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation.” The earthly tabernacle was of this world, made by the skilled craftsmen of God’s choosing. This greater one characterized by perfection is heaven. God instructed Moses to make the earthly tabernacle according to the pattern shown him in the mountain (see Exodus 25:40). We catch a glimpse of the pattern in Revelation 11:19; 14:17; 15:5-6. If we believe that angels are realities, and they are seen coming “out of the temple,” it follows that there is in heaven now what God calls His temple. But the greater and more perfect tabernacle is heaven itself into which the risen Christ entered.

In the next verses, Hebrews 9:12-14, the magnificent truths of Christ’s better sacrifice and the superiority of His priesthood are reaffirmed. The preeminence of Christ’s priestly office is shown in that He “entered the Most Holy Place once for all” (Hebrews 9:12). Through His own blood, He entered the Most Holy Place, heaven itself, having obtained eternal redemption. No more shadows, no more symbols, no more Day of Atonement rituals were required

Some commentators state that Christ’s return to heaven took place forty days after His resurrection, but there is reason to believe that what is described in Hebrews 9:12 took place immediately after Christ died on the cross. Israel’s priest entered within the veil of the tabernacle without delay upon the death of the offering, taking with him its blood, as commanded by God. If Christ first returned to heaven at the ascension recorded in Acts 1:1-11, His sacrifice waited forty days for God’s acceptance of it. Another reason to believe that Christ entered immediately into heaven is God’s rending of the veil of the temple at the moment of Christ’s death (see Matthew 27:51). Someone has said that this incident was God’s “Amen” to Christ’s “It is finished” (John 19:30). It was the visible sign of what had taken place in the spiritual realm—Christ’s entrance into heaven.

“He entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood” (Hebrews 9:12) as our surety and forerunner. His obedience unto death and His shed blood perfectly satisfied God’s requirements. Just think for a moment of the immeasurable worth of “his own blood.” It was the blood of God—God incarnate (see Acts 20:28). It was indeed precious blood (see 1 Peter 1:19). How corrupt and sinful must we be to require such a costly sacrifice. The Lord Jesus paid a tremendous price for our eternal redemption. Three words are used to express the idea of redemption. The first means to “buy in the market.” In our sins we are slaves, under the sentence of death. Christ purchased us with His blood. Next it means to “buy out of the market,” to remove from sale. We are out of reach of Satan’s grasp, no longer his pawn. Redemption by the blood of Jesus, our Savior, is once for all. The third word expresses the idea of “letting loose” or freeing a slave. While the offerings of the Old Testament covered sin, the blood of our perfect Sacrifice washes away our sin forever.

In Hebrews 9:13-14 the author points out that Judaism recognizes the blood of animals and ashes of a heifer as sufficient for ceremonial cleansing. The ashes of the red heifer were applied to a person who was legally unclean and barred from worship of God (see Numbers 19). In view of the limited value of such offerings, how much more will the blood of Christ, which is of eternal value, cleanse the heart and conscience of wretched, sin-burdened men and women.

That Christ sacrificially offered Himself through the Spirit is noted in Hebrews 9:14. It is not clear whether the “eternal Spirit” refers to the Holy Spirit, or if this means that in the anguish of His sin-bearing, Christ’s divine nature sustained His humanity. In effect, then, we would describe the divine nature as priest and the human nature as sacrifice. Scripture points out that Christ “offered himself,” His whole person. He was priest and victim. The ministry of the Holy Spirit in relation to the sufferings of Christ was to His human nature, sustaining, encouraging and strengthening as He went to the cross. Surely our response to such love will be a commitment of obedience and service to our wonderful Lord.

Only the sacrifice made by Christ described in Hebrews and throughout the Bible can remove the stain of guilt from the soul of the human being. It could not be done by the blood of bulls and goats—for that did not furnish relief to a guilty conscience. Only the blood of Christ was so pure a sacrifice that God can completely pardon the offender and restore him to fellowship with Himself. This is what the book of Hebrews is all about! That blood also gives peace—the “peace of God, which transcends all understanding” as Philippians 4:7 says. This peace is given because of forgiveness. It is a bright and shining jewel from God to sustain us in this weary world, and to remind us of the promise of eternal life in fellowship with God in heaven one day.

Don’t wait until it’s too late, friend. Ask God to remove your sin by the forgiveness of Jesus Christ. Pray for His healing and forgiveness. Go to Him as you would to a trusted physician and put yourself in His hands! He will remove the stain of guilt, remove a guilty conscience, and give you a new, abundant, exciting, and productive life in Christ (see John 10:9-11).

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Hebrews 9:1-14.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Hebrews 9:1-14 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 9:15-28, concentrating on verse 15.

1.
What is the result of Christ being the mediator of a new covenant? (Hebrews 9:15a)

2.
What do you learn about the promised eternal inheritance from the following verses?

Titus 1:2

1 Peter 1:3-4

1 John 2:25

3.
Read Romans 5:6-8. What was our spiritual state when Christ died for us and became mediator of the new covenant?

4.
When God promised an eternal inheritance to His people and called them to Himself, it was not because they had perfectly followed His law or proved themselves righteous on their own. How did Christ set them free from the sins they had committed? (Hebrews 9:15b)

5.
Challenge: Read Psalm 49:5-15. What did the psalmist recognize about a person’s prospect of attaining eternal life by his own merit or riches? Whom did the psalmist trust to pay the ransom or to redeem him from the grave?

6.
Personal: Have you recognized your true spiritual state without Christ and turned to Him in faith? If not, why not do it right now? Write down what this means to you.

Third Day: Review Hebrews 9:15-28, concentrating on verses 16-20.

1.
The Greek word translated “covenant” in Hebrews 9:15 is normally used for a last will and testament, in which the testator lays down what is to be done. Those who will inherit have no legal standing to influence the terms of the will. Covenants that God makes with people have the same type of finality: God alone lays down the terms.
 What does the author note about a will in Hebrews 9:16-17?

2.
Because of this fact about wills, what is necessary for God’s covenants to be effective? (Hebrews 9:18)

3.
a.
When God made the first covenant with Israel, what did Moses do first? (Hebrews 9:19a)

b.
Read Exodus 24:7. How did the people respond to Moses’ proclamation?

4.
a.
After Moses made sure the people understood the requirements of the covenant, what did he do? (Hebrews 9:19b)

b.
How did Moses explain his actions to the people? (Hebrews 9:20)

5.
a.
How is this ritual described in Exodus 24:6,8?

b.
Challenge: The author of Hebrews includes some details not given in Exodus 24. What do you learn from the following verses that ties in these details with other Old Testament rituals?


Exodus 12:22


Leviticus 14:4-6


Number 19:6


Numbers 19:18

6.
Personal: Imagine being in the assembly of Israelites as they listened to Moses proclaim the commandments of the law, and then watched him slaughter the calves and seal the covenant with their blood. How do you think you would have felt?

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 9:15-28, concentrating on verses 21-22.

1.
When the covenant was made, the tabernacle had not yet been built. What did Moses later do after the tabernacle was finished? (Hebrews 9:21)

2.
What does Hebrews 9:22a point out about the law given under the first covenant? 

3.
Challenge: The author knew that the law allowed some exceptions to this requirement of blood for cleansing. What examples do you find in the following verses?

Leviticus 5:11-13

Numbers 16:46

Numbers 31:22-23

4.
What truth did the requirement of blood for purification in the Levitical system point to? (Hebrews 9:22b)

5.
Personal: What has impressed you about the many Old Testament requirements for purification that you have examined this week? How would you have responded to these requirements had you lived in Israel during the time before Jesus came to earth?

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 9:15-28, concentrating on verses 23-26.

1.
What did the sacrificial system that God set up under the old covenant point to regarding the way for true forgiveness of sin in the spiritual realm? (Hebrews 9:23)

2.
Challenge: You may wonder why “the heavenly things” needed to be purified. What do you learn in the following verses about the existence of evil beyond the material realm of this earth, and about God’s plan to deal with it?

Ephesians 6:12

Colossians 1:19-20

3.
After Christ finished His atoning work, where did He enter on our behalf? (Hebrews 9:24)

4.
In what other way was Christ’s sacrifice different from those presented by Israel’s Levitical high priests? (Hebrews 9:25)

5.
How is Christ’s sacrifice shown to be the only sacrifice that is effective against all sin since the beginning of time? (Hebrews 9:26)

6.
Personal: Jesus Christ offered Himself on the cross “at the end of the ages” (Hebrews 9:26). His death and resurrection signaled the beginning of the Messianic Age, which all preceding ages led up to.
 What difference does it make to you that you are living “at the end of the ages” in the Messianic Age?

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 9:15-28, concentrating on verses 27-28.

1.
What is the condition of life here on earth that affects every person? (Hebrews 9:27a)

2.
a.
What will happen to every person after they die? (Hebrews 9:27b)

b.
Challenge: What do the following verses say about this?


Ecclesiastes 12:14


Romans 14:11-12

3.
What did Christ’s sacrifice accomplish? (Hebrews 9:28a)

4.
Since sin was completely dealt with at Christ’s first coming, what is the purpose of His second coming? (Hebrews 9:28b)

5.
a.
Read John 14:1-6. What did Jesus say He would be doing after He ascended to heaven the first time? (John 14:1-2)

b.
What did He promise to do for those who belong to Him? (John 14:3)

c.
What is the only way we are able to go to the place He is preparing for us? (John 14:4-6)

6.
Personal: Do you live in fear of dying and then standing before God in judgment? Or are you waiting with excitement for Jesus to return? If you are still afraid of judgment, why not trust right now in God’s provision for your sin through His Son? Write down here what it means to you to have your sins forgiven, so that you can go with Jesus to the place He is preparing for you.

Hebrews Lesson 13
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Hebrews 9:15-28

Have you ever received an inheritance from a deceased relative or friend? It’s a common human experience. Occasionally the heirs named in a particular will are disappointed that their inheritance is less than they anticipated. Sometimes people who consider themselves relatives file claims against the estate, believing that they should share in the inheritance. In the imagery used in Hebrews 9, there is no question about the identity of the heirs or of the inheritance that is theirs.

In the first half of the chapter, the author directed attention to Christ’s superior ministry in a “greater and more perfect tabernacle” (Hebrews 9:11). His sacrifice was of far greater worth than the blood of goats and bulls, for the redemption He obtained is eternal.

In the second half of the chapter, the writer continues to show the superiority of Christ’s sacrifice and His priesthood. There was never a moment when the sinless Lord Jesus was not utterly acceptable to God. God said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased” (Matthew 17:5). Jesus could have stepped right into heaven from the high mountain where He was transfigured (see Matthew 17:1-8), but instead He remained on earth and eventually poured out His life on the cross for our sake. He had no sin of His own, but He offered His life for our sin. We would have no access to God without His sacrifice and His return to the heavenly sanctuary with His blood to cover our sin. Through this act of supreme love, believers receive “the promised eternal inheritance” (Hebrews 9:15).

The old covenant mediated by Moses was identified with a system of works and duties. The new covenant, which has Christ as its mediator, has nothing to do with law or human works or duties. The new covenant became effective because a death had taken place. The apostle Paul’s preaching began with the death of Christ, not His birth or even His sinless life. “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3). So we may say that the new covenant dates from the cross. The eternal inheritance is received by “those who are called” (Hebrews 9:15) as they come in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ. The apostle John confirmed, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12). And Peter wrote, “The Lord…is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

That the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus was retroactive must have been a welcome message to the Hebrew Christians. Christ’s death paid the price of pardon for the sins of Old Testament believers who had looked forward in faith to the promised Redeemer, whose final sacrifice was pictured in the animal sacrifices. Paul declared to his fellow Jews in a synagogue, “Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses” (Acts 13:39). Every person who spends eternity in God’s presence will be there because of the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no other way—no other way for Israel of old, and no other way for you today. Peter reminded both Jewish and Gentile believers, “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:18-19). Have you come by way of the cross for pardon, for cleansing, and for your eternal inheritance?

Eternal Inheritance

God’s great salvation is summed up in the words “the promised eternal inheritance” (Hebrews 9:15), which includes justification, sanctification and glorification. The fact that this is an inheritance reminds us that we have done nothing to earn it or to deserve it. The inheritance is made ours by reason of our adoption (see Ephesians 1:4-8).

Briefly, justification means that God looks upon the one who believes in Jesus Christ just as if he or she had never sinned; God declares the person righteous, redeemed by the blood of the Lamb of God.

Sanctification or holiness means being set apart for God. People or things may be sanctified. For example, there were certain dishes and other vessels in the tabernacle and later in the temple that were used only for the worship of God. In your own household you may have a special bowl that you use only for special occasions. That bowl is “sanctified” for those special occasions. Believers are set apart for a special purpose: to belong to God. From the moment of receiving Christ as Savior, we are “holy” and “saints.”

In actual experience, you may sometimes find it difficult to identify professing Christians with sainthood and holiness. Yet God has made provision for continual cleansing from sin (see 1 John 1:6-10). His Word sanctifies (see John 17:17); His Holy Spirit applies His truths so that we may live in a manner worthy of the God who has called us (see 1 Thessalonians 2:12). Yet the Holy Spirit will not act unless we give Him the freedom to guide and empower our lives according to God’s plan. He will not force us to grow or to become holy. But when we allow Him to work in us, He will cause us to become more and more like our Lord Jesus Christ (see Romans 8:28-29). We anticipate the day when we shall see the Lord we love, and be like Him, holy and blameless (see Ephesians 5:26-27; 1 John 3:2).

The writer has made his point that the blood of Christ is vital and basic to redemption. He continues by showing why the death of Christ was necessary. He stated in Hebrews 9:15 that Christ is the mediator of the new covenant, a promise made by God to His people with no conditions or requirements other than faith in Jesus Christ. The words of Hebrews 9:16 bring to mind a legal document that directs the distribution of a person’s bequests. The text clearly specifies, “In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it.”

A will is valid only upon the death of the one who made it, the testator. A question may come to mind as to whether God or Christ is the testator in light of Romans 8:17, which tells us that we are heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ. We know that the Father did not die. For clarification, turn to 2 Corinthians 5:19: “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,” leaving no doubt that the Lord Jesus is the testator. On the other hand, the seal of a covenant was sacrificial blood. So we see a double meaning to the word “covenant.” Hebrews 9:17 explains that the will or covenant cannot take effect during the lifetime of the one who made it, because it may yet be altered to suit his desires. It is in force when he dies because it must then be executed exactly in accordance with its specifications. The sacrificial death of Christ as mediator of the covenant validated its provisions. As mediator of a will, He guarantees our inheritance. You will recall that God appointed the Son “heir of all things” (Hebrews 1:2), and Christians are therefore joint heirs in all things.

Covenant Confirmed by Blood

The writer uses the consecration of the tabernacle and the rituals of the Day of Atonement as examples of blood shed in relationship to covenants. The first covenant was confirmed not only by death but by sacrificial blood. So it is not strange that the new covenant was put into effect by the same signs. Death and blood indicate the solemnity of God’s dealings with people. The covenant expresses the relationship between God and the human race. The first covenant was dependent on people’s keeping the law; as soon as the law was broken, the covenant became ineffective. The new covenant brought access to God and fellowship with Him by Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.

The shed blood is applied to the individual by sprinkling, as seen in Exodus 24:6-8. The blood of the sacrifice had been shed, and now Moses applied it to the altar, to the book of the Law, and then to the people. This sprinkling indicated that the people were identified with the benefits produced by the blood.

Similarly, Christ’s shed blood made God’s salvation and justification available to all people. When we receive Him, accepting God’s gift of salvation, it is as though His blood was sprinkled on us. Our sanctification and our ability to live as God wants us to live is dependent on this sprinkling, for it symbolizes our participation in the benefits of salvation (see 1 Peter 1:2). 

God demonstrated the importance of blood in the Old Testament by telling the people that they were not to make blood a part of their diet. “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar” (Leviticus 17:11). Blood means life; thus shed blood means “life poured out.” A sacrifice is blood poured out for redemptive purposes. A contemporary illustration is the fact that blood gathered from the veins of healthy people carries life and healing into wounded and ill people. Of course, in this case donating blood does not cost the life of the donor. But Christ gave His very life for us! Alas for those who are so squeamish about His blood that they miss out on the salvation it provides. His blood carries health and healing in the spiritual realm for all who are sick unto death with the wounds of sin. “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

From earliest times God taught His people, by symbols and types, the supreme value of the blood of Christ. In Hebrews 9:20-22 the importance of cleansing and purifying is repeated: there is no hope of forgiveness without blood. When the Holy Spirit emphasizes a truth by repetition, we should give that truth our earnest attention. In speaking of blood, He points to the fact that blood is life, and life is our most precious possession. God’s Son gave His life so that our sins might be washed away. God is love, but He is holy, so He must punish sin. He has provided the only way that we may have forgiveness and newness of life: that is through the blood of Christ in whom we have eternal redemption. Our very best human efforts are tarnished by our sinful nature. We have nothing to offer Him unless it is first cleansed by His precious blood.

A simple statement, but a profound truth marks the climax of this section: “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” (Hebrews 9:22). The atoning death of Christ is essential to Christianity; and no salvation is possible for anyone who rejects the sacrificial Lamb of God. The Bible cannot be revised or rewritten, for its author never changes. Though you may not appreciate all that it says about your sinfulness, the Bible’s fearless declaration about the reality of sin stands for all time. Fortunately, the Bible contains statements not only about the penalty of sin, but also about the pardon for sin. Define sin however you will, there is only one remedy for its consequences—Jesus Christ, who shed His blood on the cross. That is what Hebrews 9:22 declares. Call on Jesus’ name, and let the reality of your sin be overcome by the reality of Christ.

The Perfect Sacrifice

In Hebrews 9:22 the writer again speaks of the necessity of shed blood for forgiveness and cleansing. This is a clue as to the thrust of our witness for Christ. We need not apologize for God’s judgment of sin in the death of our Savior, for there is no salvation apart from faith in God’s perfect sacrifice. The author brings before his readers a series of contrasts relating to the type or picture of the Old Testament sacrifices and Christ, their antitype or fulfillment.

Hebrews 9:23-26 sums up what has been said about purification with the blood of animals under the law. The author does not deny that such ritual cleansing was real and effective so far as it went. What he does point out is that cleansing of this kind could not be effective for inward, spiritual defilement. The blood of animal sacrifices that was used to cleanse for the worship of God was just a copy of the spiritual reality that was to come. It had to do with the cleansing and remission of sin through the sacrifice of Christ. The blood of animals was sufficient for ceremonial cleansing and a temporary covering for sin. But for moral guilt to be washed away, forgiven, and forgotten for all eternity, blood more valuable than that of animals was required. It is this blood which we, in adoration, call the precious blood of our Redeemer.

Ours is a great salvation. We have been created anew in Christ. He lives in us and we are one with Him. We are raised up from our old earthly life and seated in Him in the heavenly realms. Why, then, should Christ now need to appear before God for us? The letter to the Hebrews, more than any other Scripture portion, presents the high priestly office of Christ, explaining His present work on our behalf. He entered into God’s presence in order to intercede for us. If Israel needed priests in their worship as their representatives before God, we need our high priest, Jesus Christ. We live in a world that has rejected the Savior; we face the opposition of Satan and his evil forces. How thankful we should be that Christ is our advocate when we sin, and that He is the one who answers Satan’s accusations against us. He makes sure that all the details of our lives are in harmony with what God, in His perfect love, wants for us.

We need our Savior’s intercession in another way, too. Our hearts cannot be trusted, and Satan attacks at our weakest point. Just when we think we are on top spiritually, things come crashing in on us (see 1 Corinthians 10:12). Our attitude must be one of willingness to recognize our need and to appropriate the blessedness of our Savior’s continuing intercession.

Remember too that Jesus has gone before us and has entered heaven on our behalf (see Hebrews 6:20). He went ahead into God’s presence, and because He still lives, it is safe for us to enter that holy place. Jesus’ going before us assures us that we can stand face to face with God. This truth was good news to the Hebrew Christians familiar with the high priest’s custom of entering the Most Holy Place with the fear that he might not live in God’s holy presence. It would serve to strengthen their faith in Christ’s atoning death in contrast to the animal sacrifices of Judaism.

Hebrews 9:25-26 says, “Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again… Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world.” Christ’s one offering was perfect. Any repetition of it would be superfluous. Nothing equal to it could ever be offered, for it was God the Son who suffered and died. It would be blasphemous to suggest that the offering should be repeated, for by its very nature and quality it accomplished everything that was needed. There could be no greater demonstration of grace and obedience, as He suffered the whole curse of the law. In every respect Christ sought the will of God the Father, who loved and delighted in Him. God was well pleased with His Son, and with the one sacrifice that has made every believer perfect in God’s sight.

Hebrews 9:26 continues, “But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.” Notice that it says “now,” not “then;” “once,” not “often;” and “at the end of the age,” not “at the beginning.” Why did God delay the coming of the Savior and the once-for-all sacrifice for sin? God was testing the human race through many centuries with respect to sin and our response to God-given revelation. Times of repentance and obedience gave way to times of indescribable wickedness and sin. The sacrificial system, the signs and symbols, were given to point to the Lamb of God, and the prophets were faithful to proclaim the coming Redeemer. 

God in His infinite wisdom and purpose sent the Savior at a precise time in the world’s history. The Jews were once more experiencing hardship—this time under pagan Roman rule. Many had forsaken the God of their fathers; it was a dark time. Yet there were also the faithful ones, God’s remnant, who looked for the Messiah’s coming. They were His own by faith. God’s timing is always right, whether in relation to world affairs or to you as His child. So we read, “When the time had fully come, God sent his Son” (Galatians 4:4).

This, then, is the grand climax of all the ages: “He has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Hebrews 9:26). It is the glorious theme of Scripture. Christ received the wages of human sin: death. By His blood, we are reconciled to God. Christ’s sacrifice, when applied to the believer, removes all condemnation (see Romans 8:1). Sin no longer reigns in the life of one who accepts Christ (see Romans 6:14).

Death and Judgment

The closing verses of Hebrews 9 bring us face to face with two appointments: “Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). Physical death is not the result of chance. It is more than the result of physical failure or the aging process. Death is subject to God’s sovereign laws and is the result of sin (see Romans 6:23). 

Death for the believer is spoken of as falling asleep (see 1 Corinthians 15:6; 1 Thessalonians 4:13), departing to be with Christ (see Philippians 1:23), and being “away from the body and at home with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8). Although the penalty for our sin has been paid and our eternal destiny secured, we must still give an accounting of our “work” (see 1 Corinthians 3:13-15).

For unbelievers, death is only the first appointment. They must then meet God at the judgment of the wicked (see Revelation 20:12-15).

What a conclusion to this great chapter: “So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him” (Hebrews 9:28). When Christ returns we shall know the full meaning of salvation, for then our bodies will be delivered from all illnesses and limitations and made like His glorified body. We shall then be like our blessed Savior spiritually (see 1 John 3:2). We shall have attained the prize, eternal fellowship with Him. We shall be kings and priests to reign with Him forever. Christ will not deal with sin when He appears the second time, for sin was dealt with decisively at His first coming. All the blessing that He won for His people at His first coming will be theirs to enjoy in eternal fullness at His second coming.

There are parallels between the first and second comings of Christ. At the first advent there were many who were definitely looking for that day. Simeon was waiting for the consolation of Israel (see Luke 2:25-35). Anna spoke of the infant Lord to those who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem (see Luke 2:36-38). This looking for the advent has always been the mark of the living church. The apostle Paul said, “You turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven” (1 Thessalonians 1:9-10). He also wrote, “Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8).

A second parallel between the first and second advents: Jesus Christ, the Son of God, will come at a time and in a manner for which people are not prepared. We must learn to wait on the Lord and look for His return. Then we will not be ashamed or surprised at His coming! We will be “ready and waiting” when He comes. As you wait on Him, you will discover that this attitude renews your spiritual strength, clears your perspective, and reduces giant-sized problems to manageable size. Let David’s words become your marching orders: “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord” (Psalm 27:14).

Is your future secure? Have you put your trust in the Savior who died as your substitute, who lives to intercede for you, and who is coming again to take you to be with Himself? Can you say with David of old, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me” (Psalm 23:4)? These words were seen on a gravestone: “Stop and think. I’m in eternity, you are on the brink.” The Lord Jesus Christ has met our every need; our confidence is in a Savior who is able to save, to keep and to satisfy in every circumstance. Our love for Him and His appearing is expressed in the words of Revelation 22:20: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.”

Study Questions

Return to Table of Contents
Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Hebrews 9:15-28.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Hebrews 9:15-28 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 10:1-18, concentrating on verses 1-4.

1.
a.
What does the author assert about the Old Testament sacrificial system? (Hebrews 10:1a)

b.
How does the apostle Paul express this in Colossians 2:16-17?

2.
What conclusion does the author of Hebrews draw from this fact? (Hebrews 10:1b)

3.
How did the necessity of repetition of the sacrifices show that they were ineffective? (Hebrews 10:2)

4.
What was the only thing the Old Testament sacrifices actually did for the people? (Hebrews 10:3)

5.
Why was this true? (Hebrews 10:4)

6.
Personal: Their ancient system of sacrifices had meant everything to the Jews, and yet in actuality it could do nothing to remove their sin. In a similar way, perhaps you are trusting in something you do to make yourself presentable to God, yet in actuality that thing cannot remove your sin. Have you put your trust in Jesus Christ so that your sin can truly be forgiven?

Third Day: Review Hebrews 10:1-18, concentrating on verses 5-7.

1.
The author of Hebrews now quotes from Psalm 40, which was written about 1,000 years before the birth of Christ. Whom does he regard to have prophetically spoken the words of the psalm? (Hebrews 10:5a)

2.
Hebrews 10:5b-7 is slightly different from the words of Psalm 40:6-8 because the author quoted the Greek translation of the Old Testament, while our Bibles today are translated from the Hebrew Old Testament. To whom was Jesus speaking in these verses? (Hebrews 5:7)

3.
What rituals are listed, and what was God’s attitude toward them? (Hebrews 10:5b-6)

4.
Since the Old Testament sacrifices did not satisfy God’s requirements, what did Christ specifically come to do? (Hebrews 10:7)

5.
How do Jesus’ words in the following verses confirm this purpose?

Luke 22:42

John 4:34

6.
Personal: As believers, we are being transformed by the Holy Spirit to become ever more like Jesus Christ (see 2 Corinthians 3:18). Is your attitude towards God’s will like that of Jesus? Write a note to the Lord expressing your desires about this.

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 10:1-18, concentrating on verses 8-10.

1.
a.
As the author of Hebrews discusses the quotation from Psalm 40:6-8, why does he say the sacrifices and offerings were required to be made? (Hebrews 10:8)

b.
Read Exodus 24:12. Where did the law come from?

c.
In spite of these facts about the reason for the sacrifices and offerings, what does the author of Hebrews stress about their ability to satisfy God in reference to man’s sin? (Hebrews 10:8)

2.
a.
Moving on to the next section of the quotation, what does the author say that God has done with the first covenant, the Levitical system of sacrifices? (Hebrews 10:9)

b.
What has He done regarding the second covenant, based upon the sacrifice of Christ? (Hebrews 10:9)

c.
Challenge: Given what God has done as expressed in Hebrews 10:9, could the Levitical sacrifices remain valid after the sacrifice of Christ was made?

3.
a.
By whose will does the author of Hebrews say we have been made holy? (Hebrews 10:9-10; look back to the Third Day, Question 2 to see to whom Jesus was speaking)

b.
By what means was this accomplished? (Hebrews 10:10b)

4.
Challenge: This is the distinctive doctrine of Christianity: the sacrifice of Christ was made “once for all.” There is no other religion in which one great event brings salvation through the centuries and throughout the world,
 and in which people cannot offer anything of themselves for that salvation. It is all through the will of God, by the sacrifice of Christ. How would you explain this to a friend who thinks that all religions lead to the same end?

5.
Personal: Have you accepted this sacrifice Jesus made for you? Write a prayer to Him about it here.

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 10:1-18, concentrating on verses 11-14.

1.
When the author wrote this letter to the Hebrews, the temple in Jerusalem was still standing.
 What continued to take place there? (Hebrews 10:11)

2.
a.
How is Jesus’ work contrasted to the Levitical priests’ work in Hebrews 10:12?

b.
Read Mark 14:61-63. How did Jesus confirm that this is what He would do? Did the high priest take His words seriously?

3.
What does Hebrews 10:13 say the Lord is doing, now that His work has been accomplished? This is a quotations form Psalm 110:1.

4.
Challenge: When and how will Jesus’ enemies be “made his footstool,” according to the following verses?

1 Corinthians 15:22-26

1 Timothy 6:14-15

5.
Why is Jesus able to sit at the right hand of God and wait for His enemies to be made his footstool? (Hebrews 10:14)

6.
Personal: Do you realize that Jesus’ victory over evil and death is already accomplished? From our viewpoint within time, it appears that evil and death are still unconquered. But Scripture tells us that “it is finished” (see John 19:30), and that God will finally and completely overthrow all evil “in his own time” (1 Timothy 6:15). How does this fact help you to face the evil and death you see around you each day?

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 10:1-18, concentrating on verses 15-18.

1.
The author of Hebrews continues quoting from the Old Testament to support his point. Who does he say is speaking through Scripture? (Hebrews 10:15)

2.
Challenge: How is this confirmed in the following verses?

Nehemiah 9:30

Acts 28:25

2 Peter 1:21

3.
What does the author again quote from Jeremiah 31:33-34 in Hebrews 10:16-17? (He previously quoted this passage in Hebrews 8:10-12.)

4.
Now that the new covenant spoken of by the prophet Jeremiah is a reality, what is the author’s conclusion in Hebrews 10:18?

5.
Personal: This passage completes the great doctrinal section of the letter to the Hebrews.
 The author has made clear the basis for our faith. Has his teaching helped you clarify the reason for your faith in Jesus Christ? Write a brief paragraph summarizing what Jesus has done for you.
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Nearly everyone suffers from a sense of failure in some area of life. We all must learn how to deal with the guilt and remorse brought on by our failures and sins. If we do not deal with the problem we may suffer a sense of futility or even despair. For thousands of years people tried to absolve themselves from guilt through blood sacrifices. Today, however, no major religion demands such offerings. People are constantly seeking new ways to find forgiveness and release through efforts such as activism, unrelenting work, mysticism, and any other avenue by which they think they can please God. When they have made every effort, and realize these efforts do not bring them inner cleanness and renewal, they are frightened, wondering what more they can possibly do.

The answer is that there is nothing anyone can do! We have learned through our study of Hebrews that Christ serves as high priest, sacrifice, and mediator for us with God. How can we possibly improve on His work or add to it? We must simply share our feelings of inadequacy and guilt with Him, knowing that there is nothing we can do other than believe in the wonderful gift, the Lord Jesus Christ. As Hebrews 9:14 says, “How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!”

Shadows Versus Reality

Have you ever wakened in the night and thought you could see someone standing in the room? Nearly everyone has been frightened by the shadow of a tree or some other form in the darkness. Yet a shadow is not a true picture. This was the limitation of Judaism. For many centuries the Israelites dealt with shadows—faint pictures of the reality that was to come. When the Lord Jesus came He provided a clearer picture of God, for He is the perfect image of God (see Colossians 1:15). He made it possible for us to enjoy more complete and intimate fellowship with Him. Thus Hebrews 10:1-4 points out the failure of Judaism to eliminate the consciousness of sins. The author goes on to show the excellence and supremacy of Christianity as opposed to Judaism. He also writes of the great privilege and blessings of those who are free from the bondage of the law. They experience peace and joy through simple faith in Christ’s sacrifice upon the cross.

Thus the writer of Hebrews points out that the Old Testament sacrifices were only a pale copy of what real worship ought to be. Shadows are not tangible; they have no substance, neither are they permanent. What the author is saying is that without the Lord Jesus Christ you cannot get beyond the shadows of God. William Barclay puts it this way: “The writer to the Hebrews says with prophetic vehemence: ‘The sacrifice of animals is powerless to purify a man and give him access to God. All that such sacrifices can do is to remind a man that he is an uncured sinner and that the barrier of his sin is between himself and God.’ So far from erasing his sin, they underline it.”
 The only effective sacrifice is the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

The writer of Hebrews struck at the heart of the law in which the Jews placed their hope. If the sacrifices on the Day of Atonement were ineffectual, how could the lesser offerings be of any value! It was impossible that anyone should expect to be made perfect under such an inadequate system. Yet in God’s all-wise plan, the Levitical offerings did prove useful and valuable in impressing Israel with God’s awesome holiness and His intolerance of evil. The people knew that the death of a victim was necessary, and saw the offering on the altar as their substitute. The sacrifices provided for the worshipper a sense of forgiveness and removal of judgment, and restored him or her to fellowship with God (see Leviticus 4:31; 16:22). Yet godly worshippers discerned the inadequacies of the system and looked forward in faith to the coming of the Messiah, the Redeemer of Israel.

The law has been replaced by Christ’s perfection. We are safe in Him, “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight” (Ephesians 1:4). Unless we are assured of the forgiveness of our sin forever, we cannot draw near to God. The basis of acceptance before God is forgiveness by faith in the atoning blood of Jesus Christ. 

Although believers are cleansed eternally with regard to the consequences of sin, anyone claiming to be sinless here on earth is self-deceived (see 1 John 1:8). We do sin, but we can enjoy moment-by-moment peace with God because of the cleansing power of Christ’s blood. Sins of omission and commission are all provided for in the glorious promise of 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” He will forgive them and wipe them out forever. What was impossible for the law to do, Christ has done. Not only is guilt removed, but sin is also taken away (see Psalm 103:12, Micah 7:19). Thus we may draw near to God, as we are complete in the Lord Jesus; our standing in Him before God never changes!

Christ Came To Do God’s Will

The writer to the Hebrews quotes from Psalm 40:6-8 to prove that the only effective sacrifice for sin is the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. His quotation in Hebrews 10:5-7 differs somewhat from the passage in the English Old Testament, which was translated from the Hebrew Old Testament. This is because the author quoted from the Greek translation of the Old Testament called the Septuagint. This translation from Hebrew to Greek was begun in Alexandria, Egypt, around 270 b.c. 

Psalm 40 is an important Messianic prophecy. In it, we see the perfect agreement between the Father and the Son in the work of redemption. God’s grace and the Lord Jesus’ love and obedience speak of the harmony of the Godhead in the eternal counsels before the world was created. What joy we should have when we realize that the Son, who has shared the glory of the Father from all eternity, chose to come into the world as our Savior! He was not clothed in majesty as a king, but came as a servant of the King of heaven and earth (see Philippians 2:6-7). The Lord Jesus came into the world when the Levitical system had proven powerless. Human disobedience to God had demonstrated the insufficiency of Judaism to put away sin and change lives. Christ came to forgive and to bring fullness of life to every believer (see John 10:10).

Inspired by the Holy Spirit of God, the writer to the Hebrews included this psalm to show us again that God does not want animal sacrifices; He wants obedience to His will. Barclay wrote, “Always there had been voices crying out for God that the only sacrifice was that of obedience. Nothing but obedience could open the way to God; disobedience set up a barrier that no animal sacrifice could ever take away. Jesus was the perfect sacrifice because He perfectly did God’s will. He took Himself and said to God: ‘Do with me as you will.’”
 Since the perfect sacrifice has been offered by the death of Jesus Christ on the cross, the way is once and for all opened for us into the presence of God. We gain access to Him by receiving the Lord Jesus Christ by faith as our personal Savior and Lord.

David, a man after God’s heart (see 1 Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22), is a perfect illustration of one who lived under the law, yet saw beyond the shadows and types of ritualism. He had committed adultery and had murdered to hide that sin. He was unrepentant, covering his wrongs with kindness and tenderness toward Bathsheba and their child. Then the ax fell. The prophet Nathan came with a message from God; David confessed his guilt, and was told that God had put away his sin (see 2 Samuel 12). However, the child born from the sinful act died as part of God’s judgment (see vv. 14-18). David’s prayer of confession for this sin is found in Psalm 51. In this passage there is no mention of a sin offering. Instead David said, “You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise” (Psalm 51:16-17). David went directly to God with his confession. His prayer reveals the depth of his perception of God’s identity and the reality of His Person. He knew the grace of God and went to Him as a guilty sinner, throwing himself on God’s mercy. The prophet Micah was also well aware of the inadequacy of the blood of bulls and goats for removing sin and cleansing the conscience of guilt:

With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down before the exalted God? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:6-8)
You may be wondering why the quotation in Hebrews from Psalm 40 indicates that God is not pleased with sacrifices, when He Himself instituted them. While there was a sense in which animal sacrifices were acceptable to God, it was only as they were a type or picture of Christ, the perfect sacrifice, the Lamb of God. Before the creation of the world God ordained that the death of His Son was to accomplish eternal redemption for all who would trust in His sacrifice for sin. Have you ever stopped to thank God for His marvelous plan to forgive your sins and bring you into His family “to the praise of his glorious grace”? (See Ephesians 1:4-12.)

Sacrifice means that we give God something very valuable and precious to show our love for Him. It is not a means of obtaining His favor. Loving and willing obedience is the sacrifice or gift that delights the heart of God. That is why Christ is the perfect sacrifice; He perfectly did God’s will. The Lord Jesus was willing to redeem and save lost humanity. From the beginning He never wavered in His commitment to accomplishing this task, in spite of the suffering He knew it would cause for Him. His consent is expressed in Psalm 40:8 and quoted in Hebrews 10:9. The Savior’s steadfastness is demonstrated in that from the time of His birth to His death on the cross, His watchword was, “I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me” (John 6:38; see also Matthew 26:39). How ready are you to do God’s will? Do you hear and obey His command, “This is the way; walk in it” (Isaiah 30:21)?

The Uniqueness and Finality of Christ

Hebrews 10:12 says, “But when this priest [Jesus Christ] had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.” Do you suppose that some of the priests who ministered in the tabernacle and later in the temple ever became weary and frustrated with their day-in, day-out slaughtering of animals? Every morning and evening a lamb was sacrificed as a burnt offering. Flour and oil were measured and baked for a meal offering. There was also a drink offering of wine, the high priest’s meat offering, and the offering of incense. There was no end to this priestly treadmill, which left people without the peace and joy of sins completely taken away and with no intimate relationship or fellowship with God.

The priests, repeating over and over again these daily sacrifices, had no time to sit down, for their work was never finished. The sacrifice of Christ, on the other hand, could not be repeated. Redemption in Jesus Christ is unique; His offering of Himself as the perfect sacrifice requires nothing more. This was the masterpiece plan of God, which having been done once need never be done again.

Hebrews 10:13 continues, “Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool.” This is a quote from Psalm 110, which stresses the final triumph of the Lord Jesus Christ. The effect of Christ’s sacrifice was the salvation of His own, and also the ultimate subjugation of all who rebel against God. The time is coming when Christ will finally overthrow all who despised and rejected Him. God has appointed a day in which He will “judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed” (Acts 17:31). The day of God’s wrath is delayed because the Lord does not want anyone to perish, but wants all people to come to repentance (see 2 Peter 3:9). Contrary to the belief of universalism, which teaches that all people will be reconciled to God, Hebrews 10:13 makes it very plain that God’s enemies—those who remain unrepentant and who do not come in faith to the Lord Jesus—will be overthrown and subjugated to Him.

Hebrews 10:15-18 describes the marks by which we can identify a Christian believer. The writer first reminds us that the words are the testimony of the Holy Spirit. Then he gives the following promise of God: “I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds” (Hebrews 10:16). This is a quotation from Jeremiah 31:33-34, where the prophet speaks of the new covenant which will not be imposed on a person from outside but will be written on his or her heart. 

You know in your own heart what your relationship is with the Lord. Do you know that God’s laws are written in your heart and on your mind? Is it evident to your family and to your associates that you have met the Lord and that you are one with Him? The apostle Paul wrote, “You are a letter from Christ…written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts” (2 Corinthians 3:3). The chief business of those who have been bought with a price—the precious blood of Christ—is to please and serve Him (see 1 Corinthians 6:20; 1 Peter 1:18-19). Yielding our wishes and words and ways will allow God to work in us “to will and to act according to his good purpose” (Philippians 2:13).

The organist at the celebrated Freiburg Cathedral grew old and his fingers lost their skill. So he was made custodian of the great organ. One day a visitor came to the cathedral and asked to play the organ, but the custodian refused. “No one but myself and the present organist has ever touched the keys,” he objected. But the visitor pleaded until the custodian gave him permission to play a few notes. He slipped into the seat and touched first one note and then the other. Then, running his fingers over the keys, he filled the whole cathedral with such beautiful music that the old organist was entranced. When the visitor finished, the other man came to him and asked his name. And the visitor replied, “My name is Felix Mendelssohn.”

Until the end of his life the old organist would exclaim over and over, “To think I almost missed hearing Mendelssohn play on my organ!” How many souls have been the losers for not letting the Master touch their hearts with heavenly music! Will you allow God to play His music in your life this week as you make yourself available to Him?

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Hebrews 10:1-18.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Hebrews 10:1-18 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 10:19-39, concentrating on verses 19-22.

1.
With what attitude are believers able to enter the presence of God because of Christ’s saving work? (Hebrews 10:19)

2.
What opened the way through the curtain that formerly barred us from the presence of God? (Hebrews 10:19b-20)

3.
What does the author remind us about Jesus in Hebrews 10:21?

4.
a.
Because of these facts, what does the author urge believers to do? (Hebrews 10:22)

b.
How should we come? (Hebrews 10:22)

c.
How does the author express the effect of the blood of Christ on our inmost being? (Hebrews 10:22)

5.
Challenge: How do the following verses help you understand the author’s words, “And having our bodies washed with pure water” (Hebrews 10:22)?

1 Corinthians 6:11

Ephesians 5:25-26

Titus 3:5

6.
Personal: Do you have confidence to draw near to God? Or do you still feel that He is too remote, too holy, or too powerful for you to get close to Him? If you have put your faith in Jesus Christ, you no longer have to fear approaching God or feel that He is too far away to notice you. Write down how you feel about drawing near to God.

Third Day: Review Hebrews 10:19-39, concentrating on verses 23-25.

1.
a.
What are we urged to hold on to, and why are we able to do this? (Hebrews 10:23)

b.
How did the author previously express this same thought in Hebrews 6:19?

c.
How does Titus 1:2 define this hope that we profess?

2.
a.
What are we to do for other believers? (Hebrews 10:24)

b.
Challenge: Read 1 John 4:10. How does the apostle John define love? What does this definition mean when applied to one believer’s love for another believer?

3.
a.
Although in the NIV Hebrews 10:25 appears to be a new instruction, it actually carries on the thought begun in verse 24.
 What does verse 25 say is essential so that we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds?

b.
Read Matthew 18:20. What did Jesus say would take place when His followers would meet together?

c.
Read Acts 2:42. What example did the early church in Jerusalem set for us to follow?

4.
Personal: If you are a believer, have you been doing as Hebrews 10:24-25 urges? How do you think you could improve in these things? Why not pray about this now?

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 10:19-39, concentrating on verses 26-31.

1.
a.
What grave warning does Hebrews 10:26-27 give?

b.
In the case of the Hebrews to whom the author is writing, if they reject the truth of Jesus Christ can they expect the Jewish sacrificial system to cover their sins? (Hebrews 10:26b)

2.
a.
To what ruling under the old covenant does the author compare the rejection of Christ? (Hebrews 10:28)

b.
Challenge: How does Deuteronomy 17:2-6 confirm this?

3.
What is a person who rejects Christ actually doing? (Hebrews 10:29)

4.
How does the author of Hebrews support his argument from Scripture in Hebrews 10:30? (These quotations are from Deuteronomy 32:35-36.)

5.
What will be the fate of an unrepentant sinner at the judgment? (Hebrews 10:31)

6.
a.
The warning in this passage is solemn. Notice that the writer includes himself in the same class as his readers, “If we deliberately keep on sinning…” (Hebrews 10:26). We are all weak and liable to sin. Only by continuing to trust in Jesus and His power are we able to persevere in our faith. What do you learn about this in the following verses?


Jude 24-25


2 Timothy 4:18

b.
Personal: Are you fearful that you will fall away by sinning deliberately? If you are trusting in Jesus, He will not fail you. Review the verses in question 6a, inserting your name as you read them. Write a prayer to the Lord about this now.

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 10:19-39, concentrating on verses 32-34.

1.
What did the Hebrew believers face after they became Christians? (Hebrews 10:32)

2.
How did they respond to it? (Hebrews 10:32)

3.
What specific problems did they and their fellow believers encounter? (Hebrews 10:33-34a)

4.
Why were they able to joyfully accept losing their possessions? (Hebrews 10:34b)

5.
Challenge: What do you learn about this in the following verses?

Matthew 6:19-20

1 Peter 1:3-4

1 Timothy 6:17-19

6.
Personal: What suffering have you faced because of your identification with Jesus Christ? How did you respond to it?

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 10:19-39, concentrating on verses 35-39.

1.
Why are we urged to persevere in our faith in spite of suffering? (Hebrews 10:35-36)

2.
Challenge: Read Romans 5:3-5. What do we receive as we persevere through suffering? Notice that it is not only a future reward that is promised, but also a present and continuing blessing from God.

3.
What does the author say in Hebrews 10:37-38 to encourage his readers to persevere? (He is quoting from Habakkuk 2:3-4.)

4.
Read James 5:7-8. How does the apostle James express the same idea?

5.
What confidence in his readers does the author express in Hebrews 10:39, again including himself as one of them?

6.
Personal: What is your attitude as you look forward to Jesus’ return to earth? How does this hope help you in the circumstances you face each day?
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Many accounts have appeared in newspapers of people like Hattie Green, who had millions of dollars in banks, yet lived a miserable, squalid existence. She scrounged in garbage cans for food and bits of junk to carry to her vermin-infested apartment. This woman lived and died a lonely, wretched creature. Her wealth meant nothing to her. People really have nothing until they make use of it. Many Christians are like Hattie Green; although the riches of Christ are theirs, they are spiritual paupers.

How should Christians respond to their relationship with God? We are invited to come into God’s presence with confidence and boldness. Have you been privileged to know a Christian whose prayer can carry you into the very presence of God? You know that he or she has been there before! Such a believer has more than a nodding acquaintance with the heavenly Father.

Many people are helped in their prayer life by picturing the Lord in their imagination. This may encourage a more personal, intimate relationship with Him in prayer. In Hebrews 10, the Holy Spirit speaking through the author of the book is urging Christians to an intimacy with God. This is a sharp contrast to the formalities of the law that separated God from His people. The message here is the call to practice active godliness, to enter into the “Most Holy Place,” to draw near to God in worship, prayer, and praise. You are invited to enter boldly and confidently into the presence of God by faith in Jesus Christ, who is Himself in that place.

To refuse or neglect this privilege of close fellowship deprives us of realizing the love of God for us, and of experiencing His peace, joy, victory, and truth. When we spend time in the Word of God, we grow daily in the knowledge of the Lord. Take hold of your treasures in Christ in this way! Make Him the Lord of your life and live moment by moment in His presence.

An illustration of this kind of relationship with our heavenly Father is given in a story about a little girl sitting alone on a train. Radiantly happy and humming a little tune to herself, she was a picture of joy! A man leaned forward and said, “Little girl, aren’t you afraid of riding all alone on this train?”

“Oh, they can’t hurt me on this train; my father is the conductor,” she replied.

We are thundering through the universe at inconceivable speed, swept through joy and grief, sickness and health, death and life, while all the time our heavenly Father is the Conductor! If we trusted God more there would be more songs of praise upon our lips.

The Phillips translation puts it this way, “By virtue of the blood of Jesus, you and I, my brothers, may now have confidence to enter the holy place by a fresh and living way which he has opened up for us by himself passing through the curtain, that is, his own human nature” (Hebrews 10:19-20). Yes, the door is always unlocked for the needy Christian who turns his or her weary steps homeward to God!

The story of the only daughter of a Scottish widow illustrates God’s open door to us. She left her home in the highlands and went to the city where she soon fell into a life of sin. The mother wrote to her frequently, but she never replied. The mother never gave up; she continued to pray for her daughter every day. One dreary winter night the widow was awakened by footsteps of someone entering the house. She saw that it was her daughter, exhausted and half-frozen. When the daughter had recovered enough to speak, she asked, “Mother, why was your door unlocked when I arrived? If it had been locked when I arrived, I might never have made it.”

 “Oh, child, that door has never been locked since the day you left,” responded the happy mother. “I have prayed all these months for your return, and I wanted to be sure that you felt welcome when you finally got back!”

In the same way the psalmist writes in Psalm 86:5-7: “You are forgiving and good, O Lord, abounding in love to all who call to you. Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for mercy. In the day of my trouble I will call to you, for you will answer me.” Are you enjoying the privilege of entering into the presence of your heavenly Father through the open door given by the Lord Jesus Christ? As the author of Hebrews urges, “Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful” (Hebrews 10:22-23).

The Holy Spirit through the pen of the author of Hebrews now encourages believers to “consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another” (Hebrews 10:24-25). We will want to know our fellow believers’ needs, their discouragements, their trials, so that we may encourage each other to serve the Lord according to the gifts God has given each of us. It is difficult to encourage someone you never see or meet with! Regular fellowship will allow us to help others and will also put us in a place where our Christian friends can challenge and encourage us to greater service for Christ. We need each other so that we may be encouraged to love and good deeds.

The Threat of Apostasy

Hebrews 10:25-31 is one of the most solemn passages in Hebrews, if not in the entire New Testament. It is significant that it is included in a letter to those who made a profession of being genuine Christians, who were designated “holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling” (Hebrews 3:1). Reread this Scripture portion prayerfully, and ask God to search your heart to discover whether you have abandoned sin and self-will, whether you are a fruitful member of the body of Christ. No one enjoys the sight of a tree in summer bare of leaves and fruit. An obedient heart and spiritual fruit are evidences of living, vibrant faith.

The author of Hebrews warns against professing Christians whose lives are dishonoring to the Lord because they deliberately keep on sinning. An apostate is one who has knowledge of the Lord, who has made a profession of faith, and then turns from the life of faith back to the former life of sin. 

Apostasy has been described as looking back, as Lot’s wife did (see Genesis 19:17-26). Why did she do this? We do not know for sure, but it seems that she must have been attached to her life-style in Sodom. She disobeyed the direct command of the Lord’s angels, “Don’t look back” (verse 17), and probably thought to herself, “What fanatical beliefs my husband has! I am going to take one last look!” The bottom line of Lot’s wife’s philosophy could be etched on her salt block tombstone: “There is no need to take God seriously.”

The fearful warning of Hebrews 10:26-31 applies not only to those who publicly and loudly renounce God and the Lord Jesus Christ, and insult the Holy Spirit. It’s also very possible to drift into an attitude that betrays the privileges and blessings that are ours in Christ. What a subtle web the spider of self can weave! Millions are caught in such a web. Instead of realizing that they are caught, they shout with glee, “I’m free.” They do not understand that they are surrendering their claim to Christ’s sacrifice for sin, His forgiveness, and His abundant, eternal life. As Romans 8:13 says, “If you live according to the sinful nature, you will die.”

That certain judgment awaits the apostate is graphically stated in Hebrews 10:31: “It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” The metaphor “to fall into the hands of” describes a helpless victim captured by the enemy. The apostate’s doom is even worse, for he must confront the living God whom he has spurned. The day of judgment is too late for tears, too late to call on God’s mercy. Let us be faithful to warn those who are not the Lord’s, and let us walk obediently before God. 

The apostle Peter gives us the formula that assures that we will walk in obedience to the Lord Jesus by the power of His Holy Spirit: “May God bless you with his special favor and wonderful peace as you come to know Jesus, our God and Lord, better and better. As we know Jesus better, his divine power gives us everything we need for living a godly life. He has called us to receive his own glory and goodness! And by that same mighty power, he has given us all of his rich and wonderful promises. He has promised that you will escape the decadence all around you caused by evil desires and that you will share in his divine nature” (2 Peter 1:2-4, NLT). Be faithful and loyal to the Lord who loves you with an eternal love and empowers you by His Holy Spirit to live a life pleasing to Him.

Will Your Anchor Hold?

God has not promised blue skies and flower-strewn pathways here on earth for the Christian. If life were without trial or suffering or separation, we would become complacent and self-satisfied. Disappointments, afflictions and trials are reminders of our pilgrim status in this world of sin. As earthly streams of satisfaction dry up, we realize more and more that our strength and refreshment come from the fountain of living water (see John 4:10). 

Not all Christians experience the same degree of suffering; our sovereign God tempers the wind and the storm to meet the spiritual need of His own. King David advised, “Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you” (Psalm 55:22). Someone has said that Christians are like tea; their strength increases when they are in hot water. When trials come, review the way the Lord has led you up to this point. Think about His patience, His blessings, and His provision for your physical, material, and spiritual needs. It is His provision that increases our strength in difficult places! Remember too that He daily bears burdens (see Psalm 68:19).

Yes, your anchor will hold as you continue on in confidence in the Lord. “So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.” (Hebrews 10:35-36). His plan for your life is individually tailored to your special needs and potential! Both sunshine and shadows work together to prepare us for heaven. Everything in heaven is better than what we have here, and it is enduring and eternal. 

The author insists that we keep on keeping on, not shrinking back through fear or weariness, through neglect, or through the weight of unforsaken or unconfessed sin. The promise is given, “In just a very little while, ‘He who is coming will come and will not delay’” (Hebrews 10:37). We shall soon see Christ. No one can set a date, but we do not need to know the exact time. It is enough to know that His Word never fails!

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Hebrews 10:19-39.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Hebrews 10:19-39 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 11:1-7, concentrating on verses 1-2.

1.
How does faith allow us to respond to the truths of God? (Hebrews 11:1)

2.
Challenge: Read Romans 8:16-25. What do we, as believers, hope for?

3.
Why were many people in the Old Testament Scriptures commended? (Hebrews 11:1-2)

4.
The Psalms are full of expressions of faith. How do the following verses demonstrate the faith that is described in Hebrews 11:1-2?

Psalm 27:13

Psalm 42:11

5.
The author of Hebrews sees faith as that trust in God that enables the believer to press on steadfastly whatever the future holds for him.
 How does Paul express a similar thought in 2 Corinthians 4:16-18?

6.
a.
Read Ephesians 2:8. Where does our faith come from?

b.
Personal: Do you have the faith that Hebrews 11 describes? If you often don’t feel “sure” or “certain,” remember that faith is not based on your feelings, but upon our all-powerful, unchanging God. Why not pray now, thanking Him for the gift of faith and asking Him to strengthen your faith as you have need?

Third Day: Review  Hebrews 11:1-7, concentrating on verse 3.

1.
What do we know by faith about the beginning of the universe? (Hebrews 11:3)

2.
Read and summarize Genesis 1:1—2:1. How does this account compare with Hebrews 11:3?

3.
Challenge: Read John 1:1-3, which speaks of Jesus Christ (see John 1:14). How was Jesus involved with Creation, and how does this account compare with Hebrews 11:3?

4.
Personal: How does your view of Creation compare with that of Hebrews 11:3?

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 11:1-7, concentrating on verse 4.

1.
How was faith demonstrated in the life of Abel? (Hebrews 11:4a)

2.
Read and summarize Abel’s story in Genesis 4:1-8.

3.
Challenge: Abel’s offering was a demonstration of his faith. What do the following verses say about him?

Matthew 23:35

1 John 3:12

4.
Even though Abel died, what continues? (Hebrews 11:4b)

5.
Personal: Every person who has lived by faith in God continues to be a living voice of faith, even though they have physically died. Do you like to learn about believers from the past, whether through stories, books, movies or other sources? What words would you like your own faith to “speak” after you have physically died?

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 11:1-7, concentrating on verses 5-6.

1.
Whose faith is commended in Hebrews 11:5, and why?

2.
a.
Enoch’s story is very brief. What do you learn about him in Genesis 5:21-24?

b.
Challenge: What else do you learn about Enoch from the only other times he is mentioned in Scripture?


Luke 3:23,37-38


Jude 14-15

3.
Although the story of Enoch told in Scripture is brief and cryptic, the main point is clear. How is this point expressed and amplified in Hebrews 11:6?

4.
Read James 2:19. Is it possible to believe in God and yet not have faith?

5.
a.
What else must a person who comes to God believe in order to have true faith? (Hebrews 11:6b)

b.
What do the following verses say about this?


Genesis 15:1


Jeremiah 29:13


Nahum 1:7


1 Peter 5:7

6.
Personal: How would you express the truth about faith to someone who does not yet know God personally?

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 11:1-7, concentrating on verse 7.

1.
a.
To what was Noah responding when he built the ark? Who would have been the source of this? (Hebrews 11:7a)

b.
What did his response demonstrate? (Hebrews 11:7a)

2.
Challenge: Read and summarize the beginning of Noah’s story in Genesis 6:5—7:1. (His story continues through Genesis chapter 9.) 

3.
What did Noah’s faith, expressed in his actions, convey to “the world” (to those around him who did not respond to the warning)? (Hebrews 11:7b)

4.
What was the result of his faith? (Hebrews 11:7b)

5.
Personal: Noah was considered righteous because he believed what God said and acted on it. Do you believe what God has said to you in the Bible? Does your life demonstrate this belief? How?
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Hebrews 11:1-7

The eleventh chapter of Hebrews is one of the great chapters of the Bible. Its theme is found in the closing verses of the previous chapter, “My righteous one will live by faith” (Hebrews 10:38). It is a record of how faith in God and His Word worked in the lives of the heroes in God’s hall of fame.

Many people place their trust in human words and schemes. This often proves disastrous, for humans are not dependable; their word is not reliable. People get caught up in all kinds of false doctrines founded on the words of people who have not been taught by the Spirit of God. But when God makes a statement recorded in Scripture, we can be sure it is true, for He does not lie (see Titus 1:2).

John Bunyan, a seventeenth-century English preacher who wrote The Pilgrim’s Progress, was tortured by his uncertainty concerning his faith. “Everyone doth think his own religious rightest,” he said, “both Jews and Moors and Pagans; and how if all our Faith and Christ and Scriptures should be but a ‘think so’ too?” But when the light of the gospel dawned upon him, he cried out, “Now I know! I know!” The Christian hope is more than hope; it is a hope that has turned to certainty.

“Faith is being sure of what we hope for” (Hebrews 11:1), and this certainty is based upon our personal relationship to God through His Son, Christ Jesus. Faith in general is confidence in the word of another. Faith in God is hope that is absolutely certain, an unwavering trust in God whose Word is truth.

The apostle Paul put it this way in 2 Timothy 1:9-12, “[God] has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day” (italics added). Here Paul illustrates faith as confidence in God, the firm conviction that He is at work in all of life’s circumstances and that He will come through on the Christian’s behalf. Faith is not a blind leap into the dark; it is not a matter of wishful positive thinking.

A Shepherd’s Faith

In the Old Testament, faith is taught by the example of God’s servants, whose lives were committed to trust and obedience. The author of Hebrews first offers the example of Abel, a man whose story is found in Genesis chapter 4, “By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead” (Hebrews 11:4). Because Abel was a man of faith, he came in the right spirit and presented worship that pleased God. 

The word “faith” may be applied to something that is merely an intellectual assent; or it may be used to describe that which is a vital principle in the life of the believer. Abel’s faith was born of a knowledge of what God had spoken; it was active, real, and part of his life. God must have spoken to him either directly or through his parents, Adam and Eve. They must have told their sons, Cain and Abel, of the covering God had made for them when they sinned (see Genesis 3:21). Their own attempt to provide clothing was insufficient. As their nakedness was a picture of their sinful condition, the clothing God provided was a picture of God’s provision for covering their sin. In gratitude and worship, then, Abel brought his offering to the Lord.

To all appearances both Cain’s and Abel’s offerings expressed gratitude and thanksgiving to God. But it seems that Cain lacked genuine faith in his heart and thus could not please God, who can see what is in our hearts (see Jeremiah 17:10, Psalm 44:21a). The Scriptures do not tell us directly why God indicated His disapproval of Cain’s gift. We are told of Cain’s anger because God did not “look with favor” on Cain and his offering (Genesis 4:5). 

In Genesis 4:6-7 God spoke directly to Cain, seemingly seeking to bring his inward heart attitude to a spirit of repentance and true worship. He dealt gently and tenderly with Cain’s pride and self-will, seeking to save this rebellious sinner. He assured him that sincere repentance would restore fellowship and forgiveness: “If you do what is right, will you not be accepted?” (Genesis 4:7). It was up to Cain to choose to repent of his sin, “But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it” (Genesis 4:7). The moment of decision was apparent. It was not too late for Cain to choose the way of God, but sadly he chose disobedience and further sin. We see Cain’s unrepentant heart as Genesis 4:8 declares, “Now Cain said to his brother Abel, ‘Let’s go out to the field.’ And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.”

God has been speaking to every human being ever since (see Romans 1:20), but there have always been those who have ears but do not really hear. They have access to the truth but they choose to reject or ignore it. On the other hand, those who hear God’s Word and are willing to obey it receive His guidance (see Psalm 25:14). We read in Romans 10:17, “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.” The hearts and wills of those who have faith are being transformed into the likeness of Christ (see 2 Corinthians 3:18).

The Vanishing Man

The next example of faith is Enoch. The author of Hebrews writes, “By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God” (Hebrews 11:5). Enoch’s walk with God was not simply an afternoon stroll ending at sunset. His walk with God suggests his manner of life: surrendered to Him, controlled by Him, and lived day by day for Him.

Jude 14-15 tells us that in his public life, Enoch proclaimed a message of judgment, which his generation resented and resisted. In Genesis 5:21-24 we learn about his private life, “When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters. Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years. Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.”

We don’t know if Enoch walked with God for the first sixty-five years; but after the birth of his son, Methuselah, he certainly did. Perhaps the awesome responsibility of parenthood turned him around. For the next 300 years Enoch’s life was a demonstration of obedient faith. Then “by faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death” (Hebrews 11:5). This verse is interesting, since it describes the first case of a man who did not die. Enoch’s experience of being taken from this life to another brings to mind the blessed hope of the believer—the return of our Lord Jesus Christ to take us to be with Him (see 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18).

Though we as Christians on this earth face the prospect of physical death, we know that at that time God will take us to be with Him forever. Such a day came on one elderly Christian man’s birthday. Beginning early in the morning, all his family had gathered to celebrate his birthday. He led the laughter as a cake with its many candles was brought into the room and the family sang “Happy Birthday.” After the celebration, his pastor stopped by to see him. While there, he prayed with the man and his family and led them in a hymn of praise—the man’s favorite hymn. By mid-afternoon, the birthday celebration ceased, for the man’s tired body had drifted off to sleep, a sleep that would prove to be his last. Soon his vital signs were all but gone, and the family gathered around his bed to say good-bye to Dad. He had gone to be with his Lord.

Several days later, the pastor received a letter from the man’s wife. She wrote, “What a privilege for my husband to start his new life on such a special day. His death came calmly—in the last few days he found the complete peace we had all been praying for. The Lord answered our prayers in a beautiful way.” For many years, this man and his family had walked with Christ. They had seen God’s care and provision. Now they were separated for a time, but what a grand reunion they will have one day in heaven!

A great truth that brings joy to the heart of every Christian is found in Colossians 1:13. Paul spoke of his prayers for the believers, then made this statement: “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.” The Christian’s standing before God is described here. By faith we have been transferred from darkness to light in Christ, from death to life. By faith the grace of God works in us so that we may experience resurrection power. The world is under the curse of sin, and death is all around us. In spite of this grim picture, as we walk by faith our hearts can be lifted up above the earthly scene, for we are seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (see Ephesians 2:6). By faith we can see that which is invisible, and rejoice in the hope set before us.

Pleasing God by Faith

The author of Hebrews continues, “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). The Holy Spirit continues to stress that God longs for our wholehearted trust, and for a relationship with us. Without faith, no one can meet with God’s approval. Faith in the living God and redemption through the blood of Christ are essential to a life that pleases God. Without faith, you cannot please your Lord.

Every step in the believer’s life is one of faith:

· We are saved by faith: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8).

· Christ dwells in our hearts by faith: “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” (Ephesians 3:16-17).

· We live by faith: “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).

· We have access to God by faith: “In [Christ] and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence” (Ephesians 3:12)

· We overcome the world by faith: “For everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4).

People sometimes wonder why some seem to have “more faith” or “stronger faith” than others. Perhaps the reason is that many are doing little or nothing to develop their faith. Great faith is built up by prayer and by the study of God’s Word. Are you using these powerful gifts of the Holy Spirit to tap heaven’s resources?

The Boat Builder

Of the three men of faith mentioned in the first seven verses of Hebrews 11, Noah is the one whose story, told in Genesis chapters 6-9, is the most popular and well-known. Of him, Hebrews 11:7 says, “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.”

The name “Noah” sounds like the Hebrew word for “comfort.” When Noah was born, his father said, “He will comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground the Lord has cursed” (Genesis 5:29). Yet in the short term Noah brought not comfort but ridicule to himself and his family. He lived about 500 miles from the sea, yet he constructed a massive ark, or boat, according to God’s instructions. There had never been a flood like the one he was warning about, so his boat-building project must have seemed ludicrous. This boat would safely hold his family and representatives of every kind of animal on earth, to protect them from the coming flood. Although it seemed foolish to others, Noah acted by faith and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

In the time since the human race had been ejected from the perfection of Eden (see Genesis 3:22-24) until Noah’s time, the human race had become so totally wicked that God Himself would deal with it only through swift and certain judgment. Yet Noah found favor with God. He stood alone as God’s witness; he taught his family to continue their walk with God. God warned him that the earth would be destroyed by a flood, and gave him instructions that would enable him to provide shelter during the many months the water would keep the ark afloat. God showed Noah how to provide for the birds, reptiles, and animals of all kinds, and also for the human passengers.

The fear that moved Noah was not an anxious fear of threatened evil. Rather, Noah revered God and was awed by His holiness that demanded such judgment on a sinful world. Apart from his faith in God’s Word, it was probably difficult for Noah to believe that an overwhelming deluge would destroy the earth and every living thing. Many Bible teachers believe that there had never been so much as a shower of rain before this time. For Noah to build a boat of such dimensions and expect it to float with its heavy burden gave reason for onlookers to scoff. But Noah was undaunted. He worked for long hours building the ark, all the while preaching righteousness and warning of judgment. Noah’s patience and obedience, produced by his faith, convicted or condemned the godless people who watched him work day by day. It would seem that Noah’s faithfulness would result in others being convinced of the truth, yet the people around him continued to rest in their false security. They perished, though given every opportunity to be saved. Only Noah and his family were saved.

Although your witness, like Noah’s, may go unheeded, the responsibility of Christian believers is to be examples for God, showing loving concern for those who do not know our Savior. We are living letters from God, to be seen and read by all people (see 2 Corinthians 3:2). Those who believe enter the ark of safety, the Lord Jesus Christ. For every believer is in Christ, adopted by faith into His family. Romans 8:1 says, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” He bore the judgment of God for us, so that we will never come under judgment of sin when we have received Him by faith.

When the flood was over, Noah and his family left the ark as God directed them. It was a new beginning for them. Noah took his place immediately as priest of the family by building an altar for the worship of their great God and Savior. In a sense, Noah was heir of the newly cleansed physical world, but Hebrews says nothing of this. Rather, it calls attention to his being “heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.” 

Noah’s actions of obedience to God demonstrated his faith, but if you read on in Genesis 9, you will see that Noah was not a perfect man. Yet the fact remains that his righteousness was based on his faith, not on his being perfect, so we continue to look to him as an example to follow.

Three great men, three great illustrations of the life of faith. Abel’s worship was by faith, Enoch’s walk was by faith, and Noah’s life was the evidence of his faith. These men were common and simple, but each lived by faith in God. Those who will set aside pride in their human attempts to gain favor with God, and instead bow to His will, have this assurance: “Whoever comes to me I will never drive away” (John 6:37). Is your heart tuned to God’s Word today? What is He saying to you? Do you need to come in faith to Him? Will you ask God to show you His will and to give you patience, courage, and joy in living obediently by faith today? The Holy Spirit will empower you to have this victorious faith when you turn to God and ask for it. The great benediction of Paul to the Thessalonians says it all, “May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24, italics added).

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Hebrews 11:1-7.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Hebrews 11:1-7 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 11:8-19, concentrating on verse 8.

1.
How does the author of Hebrews describe the next example of faith in Hebrews 11:8?

2.
a.
Read Genesis 12:1-3 to see the Lord’s original call to Abraham. (Note: God later changed Abram’s name to Abraham in Genesis 17:5.) What did God tell Abraham to leave?

b.
Where did God tell Abraham to go? (Genesis 12:1)

3.
From Genesis 12:4, how did Abraham respond to God’s call?

4.
a.
Read Genesis 12:5-7. Where did Abraham and his family set out for? (verse 5)

b.
Was this land vacant? (Genesis 12:6)

c.
In spite of this fact, what did the Lord tell Abraham? (Genesis 12:7)

5.
Challenge: Abraham by faith accepted God’s promises and acted on them, even though there was nothing tangible to guarantee that they would be fulfilled. God’s Word contains many promises that we are called to act upon in faith. Here are a few:

Matthew 16:24-25

John 13:34-35

Philippians 4:6-7

6.
Personal: Is there any particular command from God’s Word that you feel hesitant to obey? Perhaps you have trouble believing that what He promises will actually come to pass. Just as the apostles said to Jesus in Luke 17:5, you can also pray, “Increase my faith!”

Third Day: Review Hebrews 11:8-19, concentrating on verses 9-10.

1.
How did Abraham, and later his sons, live in the promised land? (Hebrews 11:9)

2.
Read Acts 7:2-5. How much of the promised land did Abraham ever possess, according to verse 5a?

3.
a.
Why did Abraham patiently accept this? (Hebrews 11:10)

b.
Challenge: God’s promises to Abraham were not limited to an earthly place. How does the author of Hebrews further identify what Abraham looked forward to in Hebrews 12:22-23a and 13:14?

4.
Read Philippians 3:20-21. Can we look forward by faith to the same thing as Abraham? Who will someday bring us to that place?

5.
Challenge: Read Revelation 21:9-27 and briefly describe what both Abraham and all believers look forward to.

6.
Personal: Do you look forward to the place that God has prepared for all who follow Him by faith? How does it change your outlook on daily life to have this hope?

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 11:8-19, concentrating on verses 11-12.

1.
What came about because of Abraham and Sarah’s faith, in spite of their old age? (Hebrews 11:11a)

2.
a.
In Genesis 17, God established His covenant with Abraham and his descendants that would come through the promised son borne by Sarah. How old were Abraham and Sarah when God fulfilled His promise that they would have a son? (see verses 15-17)

b.
How did Abraham show his faith that God would fulfill this promise? (Genesis 17:10,23)

3.
On the strictly human level, there was no hope for a child to be born from Abraham and Sarah. What was their hope based upon? (Hebrews 11:11b)

4. Because God promised and Abraham believed, what happened? (Hebrews 11:12)

5.
In Genesis 17:17 and 18:12, Abraham and Sarah each laughed to themselves at the incredible thought of having a child born to them at their advanced ages. Yet God still fulfilled His promise to them! The results of God’s promises are not dependent upon our weak human wills and emotions. Rather, they are based on the One who is faithful. What does 2 Timothy 2:11-13 say about this?

6.
Personal: How do these Scripture verses give you hope about God’s promises to you?

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 11:8-19, concentrating on verses 13-16.

1.
What does the author of Hebrews say regarding the people of faith that he has mentioned so far? (Hebrews 11:13a)

2.
Challenge: Although Noah received safety for himself and his family on the ark, and Abraham received the promised son, Isaac, these were just a foretaste or a picture of “the things promised.” God’s promise meant far more than that. What do you learn from the following verses about “the things promised”?

John 8:56

Revelation 21:1-7

3.
What attitude did these people of faith have towards their earthly surroundings? (Hebrews 11:13b)

4.
Does that attitude mean they were homesick for the earthly country they originally came from? (Hebrews 11:14-15)

5.
a.
Where did they consider their true home to be, and who has prepared it for them? (Hebrews 11:16)

b.
Read John 14:1-6. How did Jesus express this to His disciples?

6.
Personal: We have the privilege of seeing the fulfillment of God’s promise in Jesus Christ, something that the Old Testament people of faith could only look forward to with longing. Where do you consider to be your true home? How would you explain this to someone who asked you about your faith?

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 11:8-19, concentrating on verses 17-19.

1.
What terrible test did Abraham endure? (Hebrews 11:17-18)

2.
Abraham believed that God would fulfill His promises through Isaac, even though he was told to sacrifice him. How did he believe God would do this? (Hebrews 11:19)

3.
Read the original account of this event in Genesis 22:1-14. It is important to notice that Genesis 22:1 introduces this narrative by saying, “God tested Abraham.” This reveals God’s real purpose: He did not intend that Abraham actually sacrifice his son; however, Abraham did not know this. How did Abraham explain to Isaac why there was no lamb? (Genesis 22:7-8)

4.
a.
How did God provide the substitute offering? (Genesis 22:10-13)

b.
Challenge: From the following verses, what was the ultimate fulfillment of Abraham’s answer to Isaac’s question?


John 1:29


John 3:16

5.
What did Abraham name that place? (Genesis 22:14)

6.
Personal: Is God asking you to obey Him in some way that is very difficult for you? Does seeing God’s provision for Abraham and Isaac help you see that He will also provide for you in whatever situation you face? Why not pray about this now?
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Abram, as Abraham was called before God changed his name (see Genesis 17:5), spent his early life in the ancient city of Ur of the Chaldeans (see Genesis 11:25-31), 140 miles south of the site of ancient Babylon. The people of Mesopotamia were idol worshippers. Excavations have uncovered the temple to Nanna, the moon god, and other chapels scattered about the residential areas, which were used in connection with the worship of this pagan deity. From this city of idolatry, God called Abram (see Genesis 12:1-5).

Abram’s father was Terah; his brothers were Nahor and Haran, whose son was Lot. Following Haran’s death, Abram married Sarai, his half-sister, and Nahor married his niece, Milcah, who was Haran’s daughter.
 God later changed the names of Abram and Sarai to Abraham and Sarah.

Terah evidently decided that the family should move. The Jewish historian, Josephus, says that Terah’s grief over Haran’s death was the reason he took Abraham, Sarah, and Lot, and left the city of Ur with its memories. According to Genesis 12:1 and Acts 7:2-4, the Lord had spoken to Abraham while they lived in Ur and told him to leave that country for one which He would show him. The family settled in Haran in northern Mesopotamia, and it was there that Terah died.

Then Abraham, Sarah, and Lot, with all their worldly goods and with their servants, left Haran for Canaan. This probably represented Abraham’s inheritance, since he was Terah’s eldest son. Do you suppose he met other caravans on the way and was asked his destination? People must have wondered about Abraham’s sanity when he replied that he had no idea where he was going; he was simply on his way, obeying God’s command to leave his homeland!

When Abraham came to Shechem the Lord again appeared to him and told him that this was the land that would belong to him and to his descendents. Abraham built an altar at Shechem and another a short time later at Bethel (see Genesis 12:6-8). God had brought him not only to a new land, but also to a new and ever-increasing trust in Himself.

It was great that Abraham through faith was ready to leave the comforts of an affluent life for the unknown. But the wonder of it all is the love of God who chose to reveal Himself to a person immersed in idolatry! There was nothing in the man to deserve God’s recognition, but he was singled out from among all the inhabitants of Ur and chosen to be the father of God’s special people. The God of glory appeared to Abraham and became to him a living reality. 

Has this been your experience? Do you have a personal relationship with your heavenly Father? Can you say, “My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you”? (Job 42:5). In some ways, God’s call to Abraham parallels what takes place when someone comes to Jesus Christ in faith. God reveals Himself to people sunk in the depths of sin, and by His grace (God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense) we are cleansed and renewed. Thus we begin our “walk of faith”!

God’s call to Abraham to leave his country and his people finds its counterpart in the claims of Christ upon believers. By grace those who trust Christ as Savior are delivered from their old position in a world controlled by Satan, and made members of God’s family. In Christ, they are new creations (see 2 Corinthians 5:17); they become “fellow-citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household” (Ephesians 2:19). Like Abraham, we live in this world “like a stranger in a foreign country” (Hebrews 11:9).

C.S. Lewis in his book The Problem of Pain says, 

The settled happiness and security which we all desired, God withholds from us by the very nature of the world: but joy, pleasure, and merriment He has scattered broadcast. We are never safe, but we have plenty of fun, and some ecstasy. It is not hard to see why. The security we crave would teach us to rest our hearts in this world and pose an obstacle to our return to God: a few moments of happy love, a landscape, a symphony, a merry meeting with our friends, a bathe or a football match have no such tendency. Our Father refreshes us on our journey with some pleasant inns, but will not encourage us to mistake them for home.

True, we will never be safe in this world; we will never find security here. This is all part of God’s divine purpose; He knows we are finite creatures who are tempted to set our sights on worldly securities and “mistake them for home.” We must thank God for the “pleasant inns” of encouragement, love, and fellowship He sends us, yet at the same time realize that these joys are just reminders of our heavenly home, “whose architect and builder is God” (Hebrews 11:10).

No doubt you have discovered in Genesis 11 and 12 that Abraham’s obedience was not flawless. God’s Word portrays the characters of people just as they are. While Abraham had come to know the living God, his old nature was not eradicated. Although he had great faith, the root of unbelief remained in him. His dilemma was the same as ours. The believers of old and believers today all experience the battle between the sinful nature and the spirit. Yet, if we belong to God by faith, we find that “it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose” (Philippians 2:13).

It appears that there was a strong bond between Abraham and his father, for as long as Terah lived they remained in Haran. It was after Terah’s death that Abraham continued his journey toward Canaan. Abraham, Sarah and Lot, with their servants and possessions, made their way across territory unknown to them. “By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country” (Hebrews 11:9). This statement covers many years in Abraham’s life, and a number of interesting experiences. His faith is further demonstrated by the fact that he continued to move from place to place, never owning even an acre of land (see Acts 7:5). His tents were pitched where others had made no claim to ownership—probably on the village perimeters used for grazing.

Abraham “was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God” (Hebrews 11:10). Although he was a wealthy man, he never built a palace in Canaan. There is no record of his participation in the politics of the land or in any of its affairs. He remained an alien and a stranger, living in tents that had no foundations.

Abraham’s nephew Lot, on the other hand, chose to go his own way. He chose to live in the city of Sodom, which was later destroyed. The last we hear of Lot in Genesis is his escape from the wicked city with his daughters to live in a cave (see Genesis 19).

Sarah’s Faith

The Hebrews account of Abraham’s faith includes a reference to Sarah,
 showing that she too is commended and remembered by the Lord as one who knew that He keeps His promises. Many years had passed since the Lord first told Abraham that he and his offspring would inherit Canaan (see Genesis 12:5). Both he and Sarah were well beyond childbearing age when God again spoke to him in Genesis 15:1, promising great blessing. Abraham asked God how His promise could be kept since he was childless. According to custom, since Abraham had no children, Eliezer, the trusted steward among his servants, would receive the inheritance of the firstborn. God assured Abraham that this would not be the case; Abraham’s own son would be his heir, and his descendants would be as the stars—too many to count!

Time went on, Abraham and Sarah still believing that what they hoped for would happen. The delay began to gnaw away at Sarah’s confidence in the promise, and she proposed a solution. Abraham and Sarah’s servant, Hagar, could have a child by Abraham. Abraham agreed to the plan. Obviously this could not be God’s plan, and it resulted in sorrow and heartache for Hagar and her son Ishmael, as well as for Abraham (see Genesis 21:1-21). To this day, animosity exists between the descendants of Abraham through Ishmael and those through the promised son Isaac—the Arabs and the Jews.

In God’s own time, thirteen years after Ishmael’s birth, Sarah’s son, Isaac, was born. When God personally assured Sarah and Abraham that the child would soon be born, Sarah expressed doubt. She laughed at the very thought of a ninety-year-old woman bearing a child. Yet her faith is spoken of, for in her heart she trusted the God who had called them from the comforts of Ur and had poured out His blessings on them through many years. Sarah and Abraham were partners of faith, both in the same yoke, going the same way. What a joy when husband and wife are of like faith, giving first place to Christ, walking in love with each other and with Him. “The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:24). Trust Him in your situation! He is faithful.

Sarah knew the truth of the promise that “those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength” (Isaiah 40:31). God supplied her physical needs and strengthened her day by day. She counted on God to see her through the months until Isaac’s birth. She knew that He would keep His word. The fruit of Sarah’s faith is described in Hebrews 11:12; there were “descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.” Her son was just the first step in the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham that his descendants would become a great nation.

Our Faith Honors God

In Hebrews 11:13-16 the author records a general commendation of the faith of the people named in the preceding verses as well as those to follow. The faithful saints of old are commended for their faith that endured in the face of great odds. It is easier for believers today to have faith because God’s grace is poured out upon us so abundantly, and the Holy Spirit who lives within us illuminates our hearts and minds. We have the complete Word of God and the knowledge of Christ. We are in Him and He is in us. The patriarchs had only figures and shadows of all this.

Yet their faith was real. They lived and died by faith. They believed in a heavenly city prepared for them; they believed that it was God’s dwelling place, and they knew that they would live eternally in His presence. 

As A.W. Pink suggests,
 to “die in faith” (see Hebrews 11:13, NASB), we must live by faith. He lists three guidelines to follow: 

Obtain a knowledge of God’s Word.

Hide it in your heart.

Take time to meditate on the marvelous grace of the Savior, His compassion, and His intercessory ministry. 

Pink says this will warm the heart, supply strength for duty, and make us want to please Him. Will you accept this challenge?

That “they did not receive the things promised” (Hebrews 11:13) indicates that the life of faith is one of anticipation rather than actual possession, for, “Faith is being sure of what we hope for” (Hebrews 11:1). Through the ages the promises made to faithful people were promises of the coming Messiah, and each one died expecting Him. So Jesus said of Abraham that he “rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad” (John 8:56). God promises guidance, provision, restoration, blessing, grace, rest, peace, joy, and a heavenly home. With these your cup will be full and running over. Appropriate His promises; they are yours by faith in your Savior.

The patriarchs acknowledged that they were aliens and strangers on earth, implying that they had not yet entered the promised inheritance. They were journeying toward heaven, with no desire to return to the “country they had left” (Hebrews 11:15). In obedience and with great faith, they kept their desires focused on the eternal inheritance, and God was pleased. What greater reward could be theirs or ours than for it to be said, “God is not ashamed to be called their God” (Hebrews 11:16)? Do you follow God by faith? Then claim His promise: “The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom” (2 Timothy 4:18).

The Triumph of Faith

Hebrews 11:17-19 describes what took place a number of years after the birth of Isaac. Hagar and Ishmael had been sent off into the desert. They settled in the Desert of Paran, and Hagar obtained a wife for her son from her native land, Egypt (see Genesis 21:1-21). Ishmael became the father of twelve sons (see Genesis 25:13-16). 

Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac moved from place to place, finding pasture for their herds. Isaac no doubt gave his parents much joy as they saw in him the promise of God fulfilled, and the further promise of blessing to many. Abraham and Sarah were truly blessed of God. They had prospered, and they were respected by the people among whom they lived (see Genesis 21:22-34). Isaac was very special to them, and they loved him dearly. It was a good life, this walking by faith in the living God.

Then came the severest trial of Abraham’s life. God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about” (Genesis 22:2). Without delay, Abraham made preparations, and then set out for Moriah, taking with him two servants and Isaac. He had three days to think about this command God had given him, and to recall the whole history of God’s promises to him about a son, culminating in Isaac’s birth. Yet he did not question God.

When he left the servants, he confidently said, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you” (Genesis 22:5, italics added). That Abraham had keen spiritual perception is seen in his reply to Isaac’s question: “The fire and wood are here…but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”

 “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son,” was Abraham’s reply (Genesis 22:8).

Abraham bound Isaac and laid him on the altar and raised his knife to kill him. At the last moment, God stopped him. Then Abraham noticed a ram a short distance away. God had accepted the will in exchange for the deed. Abraham had not withheld what he loved most on earth. His obedience proved his love for God.

Because Abraham was human, many thoughts must have occupied his mind. He could hardly help cringing at the thought of slaying his beloved son. There was no reason that Isaac should die except that God had so ordered; Isaac was guilty of no crime. Isaac’s descendants were to possess Canaan; through them the Messiah would come; and thus all the nations of the earth would be blessed (see Genesis 17:7-8). Unless Isaac lived, those promises would not be fulfilled. By killing Isaac would Abraham be faithless to his trust? He had received the promises; would they be cancelled? Would the Messiah’s coming be prevented? These things and much more Abraham must have pondered.

Yet, “By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice” (Hebrews 11:17). Abraham trusted the justice and wisdom of God who gave the command. He was convinced that God was faithful to make good His promises. His faith rested in the changeless character of the living God, whose mighty power was able even to raise Isaac from the dead (see Hebrews 11:19). Abraham’s expectation that God would raise Isaac from the dead was a wonderful triumph of faith.

That day on the mountain in Moriah Abraham was not occupied with his faith, or his obedience. His eyes and heart were fixed on God, His Savior. Worship and praise filled his soul.

How will you face your testings? Is yours a theoretical faith, a head-knowledge of God? Or do you possess a real, living, triumphant faith in the God who never fails?

Study Questions

Return to Table of Contents
Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Hebrews 11:8-19.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Hebrews 11:8-19 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 11:20-40, concentrating on verses 20-22.

1.
a.
What example of faith does Hebrews 11:20 cite?

b.
Challenge: Read Genesis 27:1-4. Why was Isaac preparing to bless his sons?

c.
What did Isaac’s blessing of his sons concern, according to Hebrews 11:20?

2.
a.
What similar example of faith does Hebrews 11:21 cite?

b.
Challenge: Genesis 48:1-20 gives the full story of this blessing. What special blessing was given to Joseph’s sons, Ephraim and Manasseh? (Genesis 48:15-16)

c.
Challenge: Read Genesis 47:28-31. Why do you think Jacob “worshipped as he leaned on the top of his staff”?

3.
a.
How was Joseph’s faith demonstrated according to Hebrews 11:22?

b.
Read Genesis 50:24-25. What instructions did Joseph give, and why did this demonstrate his faith?

4.
Personal: All three of these patriarchs had a faith that looked beyond death. They knew that their physical deaths would not frustrate God’s purposes, so in faith they gave blessings and instructions based upon what they knew God would do. How do you feel about facing your own death? Do you have faith that God will carry out His promises and plan?

Third Day: Review Hebrews 11:20-40, concentrating on verses 23-28.

1.
a.
How did Moses’ parents demonstrate faith? (Hebrews 11:23)

b.
Read Exodus 1:22. What was Pharaoh’s edict?

c.
Challenge: Read Exodus 1:8-14. What was the position of the Israelites in Egypt that led to this edict?

2.
a.
Exodus 2:1-10 tells how God arranged for Moses to escape the edict, as he was taken and raised by Pharaoh’s daughter. How did Moses demonstrate faith as a grown man? (Hebrews 11:24-26a)

b.
Why did Moses choose these things instead of worldly safety and prestige? (Hebrews 11:26b)

3.
a.
Exodus 2:11-14 says that Moses left Egypt after Pharaoh tried to kill him. According to Hebrews 11:27, why did Moses persevere?

b.
Challenge: How do the following verses confirm these words about Moses’ relationship with God?


Exodus 33:11a


Numbers 12:6-8a

4.
a.
What did Moses, by faith, lead Israel to do at God’s direction? (Hebrews 11:28a)

b.
How was this action of faith rewarded? (Hebrews 11:28b)

c.
Challenge: Read Exodus 12:1-30, which tells of this event. How do verses 28-30 confirm Hebrews 11:28?

5.
Personal: Moses acted in obedience to God by faith. He gave up the safety, riches and comfort of his childhood for a difficult life leading Israel from Egypt, but he gained something infinitely greater: a face-to-face relationship with God. Are you willing to give up your dependence on the safety and comfort of the things of this world? God wants you to know Him personally as your heavenly Father, and to depend upon Him for everything, as you follow Him in faith. How do you feel about this?

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 11:20-40, concentrating on verses 29-31.

1.
a.
How did the people that left Egypt with Moses demonstrate faith? (Hebrews 11:29a)

b.
When the Egyptians tried to cross in the same way as the Israelites, what happened to them? (Hebrews 11:29b)

c.
Challenge: Read about this event in Exodus 14:10-31. How did Moses encourage the people to have faith in verses 13-14?

2.
a.
What did the people’s actions taken by faith accomplish in Hebrews 11:30?

b.
Challenge: Read about this event in Joshua 6:1-21. What was the people’s faith based upon, according to verses 2-5?

3.
a.
What unlikely example of faith is given in Hebrews 11:31?

b.
Challenge: Read about Rahab’s actions in Joshua 2:1-21. What did she say her faith was based upon in verses 9-11?

4.
Personal: Rahab’s faith was based upon the facts of who God is and what He had done. Write down what your faith is based upon.

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 11:20-40, concentrating on verses 32-38.

1.
What additional people of faith does the author list in Hebrews 11:32?

2.
What did these people and others like them do through faith? (Hebrews 11:33-34)

3.
What did some believers receive through faith? (Hebrews 11:35a)

4.
What have many people endured because of their faith? (Hebrews 11:35b-38)

5.
People of faith trust God. They know that whether they receive earthly victory, or live in desperate conditions, or die for their faith, God is in control. What does the apostle Paul say about this in Romans 8:28,35-39?

6.
Personal: Do you trust God to be with you through anything you may encounter in life, including physical death? Write down Psalm 23:4. Can you say this verse and mean it?

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 11:20-40, concentrating on verses 39-40.

1.
In spite of all the great things the Old Testament people of faith did, what did they not receive during their lifetimes? (Hebrews 11:39)

2.
What did the completion of their salvation have to wait for? (Hebrews 11:40)

3.
a.
Read Romans 3:21-26. How does Paul describe the “something better” in verses 21-25a?

b.
How had God dealt with sin before the time Jesus came? (Romans 3:25b)

c.
How did the sacrifice of Jesus Christ make it possible for a holy God to accept a person who has sinned? (Romans 3:26)

4.
Personal: Old Testament believers could not experience the fullness of salvation, yet they still placed their faith in God’s promises that it would someday come to them. Today, because of what Jesus did, we have the privilege of coming into God’s presence, and having Him live in our hearts. Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior?  If not, won’t you do it now?

Hebrews Lesson 18
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Hebrews 11:20-40

The Holy Spirit’s purpose in Hebrews 11 is to encourage believers by showing that faith in the living God will carry us through every difficulty and finally to the promised inheritance. Even when we face physical death, we can in faith look beyond it to the fulfillment of God’s promises to us.

Hebrews 11:20 says, “By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.” Although Isaac, Abraham’s son, lived longer than Abraham, Jacob, or Joseph, there is less said about him in the Bible. His life began with great promise and he became a wealthy and respected man. Twin sons were born to him and his wife, Rebekah. Esau, the firstborn, was Isaac’s favorite, while Rebekah was partial to Jacob.

Before her twins were born, Rebekah asked God about the unusual activity of the babies. He told her that two nations were struggling within her womb: “Two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger” (Genesis 25:23, italics added). 

Isaac probably knew of this revelation, but it is not evident that he fully understood. When he was old and blind, and thought he didn’t have much longer to live, he wanted to give the patriarchal blessing to his firstborn son, Esau. He should have asked God’s will first. But instead, he sent for Esau and asked him to go hunting for venison and prepare the meal his father relished.

Rebekah overheard the conversation and panicked, perhaps thinking that God’s purpose would be thwarted. She hurriedly prepared two young goats as if they were venison. She had Jacob dress in Esau’s clothes and cover his hands and neck with the skins of young goats, since Esau was hairier than Jacob. Jacob entered wholeheartedly into the scheme and successfully (though momentarily) deceived his father. Isaac gave the blessing to Jacob. (See Genesis 27:1-40.)

When Esau found out how Jacob had tricked him and his father he raised a noisy protest, but a blessing once given could not be revoked. Neither outbursts nor tears from Esau could change the situation. “I blessed him—and indeed he will be blessed!” said Isaac (Genesis 27:33).

Even though Isaac blessed Jacob in ignorance rather than by faith, his mistake did not disprove his faith in God. The strength of Isaac’s faith is demonstrated in the fact that he did not rebel when he realized that God’s purpose for the lives of his sons would be carried out despite his own errors and Jacob’s deceitfulness.

Esau was enraged by the trickery of Jacob and Rebekah, and appears to have been insensitive to God’s purposes. He decided that after his father died, he would kill his brother. As before, Rebekah learned of the plot and warned Jacob. Pretending to be concerned that Jacob would marry a pagan woman, she persuaded Isaac to send Jacob to Haran to her brother Laban to find a wife from among their own people.

It may have been Rebekah’s faith in God’s revelation to her that led her to intervene. However, taking matters into her own hands as she did indicates a lack of faith in God’s ability to carry out what He had planned. Her foolish action caused her to lose the son she loved so dearly, for she died before Jacob returned to Canaan.

Jacob’s combination of faith and human scheming led to many struggles during his lifetime. Sometimes we speak only of Jacob’s faults, and he had plenty of them. But he had some strengths and spiritual qualities too. He trusted God; he had implicit faith in His promises; he treasured his covenant relationship with the God of Abraham.

God graciously encouraged the young Jacob as he journeyed toward Haran by repeating the promise of the land and of descendants in whom all the families of the earth would be blessed (see Genesis 28:13-15). At Bethel, God pledged that He would be with Jacob and never leave him until He had done what He promised.

In Haran, Jacob counted it joy to serve Laban in order to marry his daughter Rachel, even though Laban’s trickery—substituting Leah, the older and less desirable daughter, for the lovely Rachel at the wedding ceremony—cost Jacob a second stint of seven years. The Lord blessed Jacob even though Laban changed his wages ten times. Both Rachel and Leah were loyal to Jacob. When God directed Jacob to leave Laban’s household, his wives were ready to go in obedience to the Lord. Rachel gave birth to Benjamin, Jacob’s twelfth son, as they journeyed. The sad account of her death in childbirth and burial are recorded in Genesis 35.

Jacob’s Faith

Moving ahead in time, we see that Jacob’s faith shone brightly through the trials he experienced toward the end of his life. His beloved son Joseph had been presumed dead for many years when famine struck the land of Canaan. The story of the eleven brothers traveling to Egypt to buy grain, and the strange accusations and requests of the ruler—their brother Joseph, unknown to them—is a classic, found in Genesis 42-47. Jacob’s faith was shown in his willingness to send Benjamin as required by the Egyptian ruler who had not yet revealed himself to them as Joseph. “May God Almighty grant you mercy before the man” was Jacob’s benediction (Genesis 43:14). When the facts were known, Joseph asked that his brothers bring their father and their families to live in Egypt, giving them all the best in the land.

Hebrews 11:21 continues, “By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshipped as he leaned on the top of his staff.” By giving Ephraim and Manasseh, who were born to Joseph’s Egyptian wife, his patriarchal blessing, Jacob included them in the covenant family. What meaningful and blessed words he spoke: “The Angel who has delivered me from all harm—may he bless these boys. May they be called by my name and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac, and may they increase greatly upon the earth” (Genesis 48:16). Again the Spirit of God guided as Jacob crossed his hands to place his right hand on the head of Ephraim, the younger son. Risking the displeasure of Joseph, ruler of Egypt, Jacob refused to move his hand to Manasseh’s head, explaining to Joseph that Ephraim would be greater than his elder brother.

It was obvious that Joseph and Jacob had spiritual blessings in view. Joseph could have given his sons riches beyond measure. They could no doubt become prominent in the Egyptian hierarchy. Humanly speaking, they were not likely to forsake Egypt in order to enjoy their family’s heritage in the land of promise. So it was an exercise of faith on Jacob’s part to bless them. Joseph’s faith looked beyond the comforts of Egypt and a bright future for his sons. As Solomon later wrote, “The blessing of the Lord brings wealth” (Proverbs 10:22). This is what Joseph wanted for his sons.

The mention in Hebrews 11:21 of Jacob worshiping “as he leaned on the top of his staff” may refer to Genesis 47:28-31, the last request of this great man of faith. He wanted to be buried in the land God had promised Abraham’s descendants. Even in his burial site, he wanted to be identified with the covenant and with God’s promises. His request not to be buried among idolatrous people was an example to his sons and their families that they should return to Canaan at the proper time. Joseph promised that Jacob’s wishes would be honored. Jacob probably recalled with gratitude God’s promise as the family left Canaan for Egypt, “I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you back again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your eyes” (Genesis 46:4). Praise filled the old man’s soul, and he bowed in worship to the God of wonders, who does all things well.

Joseph’s Faith

Genesis 37 tells us that Joseph was seventeen when his brothers sold him to strangers who carried him away to live among people who did not know his God. During his many years in Egypt he may have had no contact with another worshiper of the one true God. Yet he did not let his discouraging experiences turn him bitter, for he trusted God and remained true to Him. Similarly, when his life took an upward turn, he was not spoiled by his high position in Pharaoh’s house. He did not yield to the evil all around him. His loving, forgiving spirit is shown in his reunion with his brothers. Truly he was a man of God, and God’s grace preserved him. He never forgot whose he was and whom he served. Nothing could erase from his memory God’s promises.

Honor and wealth in themselves do not necessarily affect a believer’s spiritual walk negatively. Of course, they must be managed graciously and used for God’s glory. God gives His children varying amounts of material wealth. Those who have less are dependent upon God for their needs. Those who have more must guard against the danger of forgetting the Giver and becoming bound to material blessings. Earthly baubles soon lose their glitter! Keep your mind stayed on God, and “though your riches increase, do not set your heart on them” (Psalm 62:10). As a Christian, never forget who you are and whom you serve!

Hebrews 11:22, “By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones,” refers to Joseph’s words found in Genesis 50:24-25, “Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.’ And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath and said, ‘God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from this place.’” Joseph had no doubt that God would keep His promise. Even at the time of his death, Joseph’s concern was for the future return of his people to their land and the fulfillment of their dreams and his. The welfare of his beloved brothers was most important to him. He believed God’s promises for himself and for his entire family.

There are many examples in Scripture of Joseph’s faithfulness, his patience, his fear of God, and his wisdom that speak clearly of his faith. Like his father, Joseph wanted Canaan to be the final resting place for his bones, and his brothers promised that his wishes would be carried out. Although the fascinating history of Joseph in Genesis concludes “in a coffin in Egypt” (Genesis 50:26), Exodus 13:19 says Moses took the bones of Joseph with him when Israel left Egypt 400 years later.

The Faith of Moses

Many years after Joseph’s death, Moses was born in an Egypt that was far different from the one Joseph’s family knew. Jacob’s descendants had become slaves under the most horrendous conditions. The wicked Pharaoh’s decree that male Hebrew babies must be killed led Moses’ mother to hide him. Her faith was rewarded when the princess, Pharaoh’s daughter, found the baby and decided to adopt him. God works in mysterious ways to perform His wonders, for the education and preparation Moses received at Pharaoh’s expense helped prepare him for leadership among his own people (see Exodus 1-2).

Moses’ mother was his nursemaid during his early years, and though he only stayed with her until he was weaned, Scripture shows that he was aware of his connection to the Hebrews and their God. He saw the sorrowful condition of his people, and knew he must do something to help. 

To believe God is the first step of faith. It results in a turning away from all that is opposed to Him. So Moses’ faith led him to choose to renounce his princely station and the riches of Egypt. It was faith’s choice to be identified with the people of God. Yet Moses was still quite human and fallible. He acted unwisely in killing an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew, and therefore had to run away from Pharaoh, who tried to kill him.

God gave Moses another forty years of preparation, then called him to lead His people in their escape from the cruelty of Egypt’s rulers. The book of Exodus is a record of Moses’ resolute faith in the face of obstacles that seemed insurmountable. His faith gave him courage to stand before Pharaoh many times, warning him of God’s sure judgment (see Exodus 5-12). He stood firm when the Hebrews grumbled in the desert wanderings; he sought God’s sustaining grace and power when they begged to turn back to Egypt with its bountiful food (see Exodus 16). Moses never wavered in his faith that God would provide, but the Hebrews soon forgot their deliverance by means of the sprinkled blood at Passover and by the miracle of the Red Sea crossing (see Exodus 12 and 14). Time and again, Moses encouraged them to keep on, with their eyes fixed on the prize set before them—God’s promised deliverance from slavery into a land of their own.

Space does not permit a detailed study of Moses’ life of faith. Consider briefly the last plague inflicted on Egypt. Nine plagues had failed to convince Pharaoh to let Israel leave. Would the death of the firstborn in households that did not follow God’s instructions accomplish more? 

If they were to leave Egypt that same night, why did God ask them to make detailed preparation for a ceremonial observation? Only faith could sustain Moses; God’s instructions were not easily understood by human reasoning. It took God-given faith for Moses to convince his people to follow the instructions for the Passover (see Exodus 12). “By faith he kept the Passover” (Hebrews 11:28), being assured that all the firstborn in Israel would be delivered. All Israel kept the feast, but it was by Moses that God set it in operation.

The blood of the lamb was applied to the door-frames of every Hebrew home, for God had said, “When I see the blood, I will pass over you” (Exodus 12:13). Without the blood the firstborn in every house would die. God knew which houses His people occupied, but Hebrews and Egyptians alike must place the substitutionary death of the lamb between themselves and God’s judgment. To reject God’s plan meant death. As Hebrews 9:22 says, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”

So it is today. Christ, the Lamb of God, shed His blood so that all who come to Him by faith may be delivered from the bondage of sin. Have you personally acknowledged Christ as your Savior? Nothing can wash away sin but the blood of Jesus. Do you believe it? Have you trusted Him? (See 1 Peter 3:18; Romans 3:22-26.)

The Victory of Faith

The last verses of Hebrews 11 mention briefly several more heroes of faith. The first is Rahab, the prostitute of Jericho, who heard of God’s providential care of the Hebrews and believed that He was the true God (see Joshua 2:10-11). Rahab agreed to hide the men Joshua sent to spy out the land in exchange for the safety of her family when Israel invaded Jericho. 

The story is a familiar one: The walls of Jericho tumbled, Israel conquered the city, and Rahab’s house was left standing with the scarlet cord flying from her window. It took faith and obedience for Israel to march around Jericho seven days. It was by faith that Rahab sheltered the spies. God honored her faith, and we find her name in the genealogy of our Savior (see Matthew 1:5).

The names of six men and “the prophets,” along with a catalog of what God did through them because they exercised faith, complete the list of faith heroes. All of them lived in a time of Israel’s spiritual decline. 

Gideon was chosen by God to withstand the Midianites and Amalekites with his select band of three hundred men against an army as numerous as the sand on the seashore (see Judges 6-8). As in the case of Jericho, the strategy was unusual. At the Lord’s command, Gideon’s band marched with empty jars containing torches. At the signal, they broke the jars and blew their trumpets, shouting, “…for the Lord and for Gideon!” (Judges 7:20). The enemy fled, pursued by reinforcements called in by Gideon. Although Gideon thought he was of no importance, and was the youngest in his family, the Lord used him mightily when by faith he did what God directed.

Samson is another example of one whose faith came by hearing God’s promises through parents. His mother, who was childless at the time, was visited by an angel, who told her she would have a son. The messenger instructed her to avoid wine or other fermented drink and to avoid unclean foods while she awaited his birth, and also gave directions for the life-style the boy was to follow from birth. When she reported this visit to her husband, he prayed that God would send the messenger again to tell them what to do. The angel came again, and after receiving his instructions, they offered him food. He declined, and suggested that they instead make an offering to God. They did so, and the angel ascended with the flame of the sacrifice. The husband was frightened; he said, “We are doomed to die!…We have seen God!” (Judges 13:22). But his wife demonstrated her faith by reassuring him that God would not have accepted the offering nor told them of the coming birth of a son if He was displeased with them.

When their son was born, they named him Samson. He grew up and, by faith, killed a thousand wicked Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey. Unfortunately, he had some human flaws along with his faith. The Philistines used the wicked Delilah to trap him; he was blinded and imprisoned. His last act exhibited his great faith and confidence in the Lord, upon whom he called for strength. Bracing himself while chained against the two pillars supporting the temple of their god Dagon, where more than three thousand Philistines were gathered, he caused the walls to collapse. (See Judges 13-16.)

Jephthah is seldom mentioned in sermon or song. He was the son of a prostitute and disowned by his brothers. (See Judges 11.) He had a reputation as a mighty warrior, and in this connection God advanced him to a place of honor among his people. Jephthah was a man who believed the Lord; he knew that God was responsible for Israel’s victories, and he gave honor to His name. Jephthah, a man of humble roots but great faith, received God’s recognition. His story reminds us that God’s grace hinges not on roots, but on obedience to His call. This is the path of blessing and usefulness. 

Old Testament believers had only the promises as they endured the sufferings described in these verses. Ours is the reality of entering in with Christ as sharers of the inheritance, which they knew only as a promise of the good things to come. God has provided every opportunity for Christians to walk by faith. His Word gives direction. We have the joy of His presence and the power of His Spirit to complete what He has begun in us (see Philippians 1:6). Spiritual victory is certain for the one who is equipped with God’s armor and the shield of faith “with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one” (Ephesians 6:16; see also vv. 11-18). 

May this be our prayer: “God, give us the faith to endure as did the believers of the Old Testament, as we claim Christ’s wisdom and resources.”

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Hebrews 11:20-40.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Hebrews 11:20-40 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 12, concentrating on verses 1-3.

1.
How does the author illustrate the believer’s life of faith in Hebrews 12:1?

2.
Challenge: Read Luke 8:4-15. How did Jesus warn against what Hebrews 12:1 calls “everything that hinders”? (Luke 8:7,14)

3.
a.
As we run this race, where should our focus be at all times? (Hebrews 12:2a)

b.
Personal: Think about what Hebrews 12:2a says, and put it into your own words.

c.
What is one way that Jesus uses to perfect our faith, according to 1 Peter 1:6-7?

4.
a.
What did Jesus endure, and where is He now? (Hebrews 12:2b)

b.
Jesus is set before us; our eyes are to be on Him as we go through the difficulties of this life. From Hebrews 12:2b, what was set before Jesus as He endured the cross?

5.
If we consider what Jesus endured, what will it help us do? (Hebrews 12:3)

6.
Personal: Do you feel discouraged or weary because of the difficulties you are going through? Fix your eyes on Jesus; remember, He is working in you to perfect your faith. Write 1 Peter 1:6-7 again, inserting your own name.

Third Day: Review Hebrews 12, concentrating on verses 4-11.

1.
Unlike some of the people of faith mentioned in Hebrews 11, what does the author say his readers have not yet had to face? (Hebrews 12:4)

2.
a.
What does he quote in Hebrews 12:5-6 (from Proverbs 3:11-12) to encourage them as they face hardship or suffering?

b.
Challenge: There are many aspects to discipline. Look up this word in the dictionary. Does this expand your understanding of God’s discipline? If so, how?

3.
How should a believer regard hardship? (Hebrews 12:7-9)

4.
How does Hebrews 12:10a describe the discipline we may have received from our earthly parents?

5.
Even the best of human parents may make mistakes in disciplining their children. In contrast, what does God accomplish in us through hardship as discipline? (Hebrews 12:10b-11)

6.
Personal: When you face hardship or suffering, do you view it as an accident or as just “bad luck”? How does it change your view to realize that no circumstances are beyond God’s control, and there are none He cannot use to carry out His purpose? Think of hardship or suffering that you faced in the past. Can you see now what God was producing in you through it? What do you face today? How will you view it in light of what you have just studied?

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 12, concentrating on verses 12-17.

1.
a.
Because of what we know of God’s loving discipline, what kind of effort must we put forward in spite of our circumstances? (Hebrews 12:12)

b.
Hebrews 12:13 quotes from Proverbs 4:26. How are we to conduct ourselves so that we help, rather than obstruct, Christians who are weak in the faith?

2.
a.
Challenge: Read Jude 20-25. How do verses 20-21 help you understand Hebrews 12:12?

b.
Challenge: How does Jude 22-23 help you understand Hebrews 12:13?

c.
Challenge: Who gives us the power to do these things? (Jude 24-25)

3.
a.
What should we make every effort to do? Why? (Hebrews 12:14)

b.
You may feel that this is impossible. From 2 Corinthians 12:9, what has God promised us?

4.
What may happen if we fail to take hold of the grace God is offering us to help us in any given situation, and who will be affected? (Hebrews 12:15)

5.
a.
What things should we not only avoid ourselves, but also seek to help fellow believers avoid? (Hebrews 12:16-17)

b.
Challenge: Read Genesis 25:29-34. How did Esau show godlessness in his attitude toward his inheritance rights as the oldest son? Remember what the inheritance passed down from his grandfather Abraham stood for (see Genesis 12:1-3).

c.
Esau made his choice and it could not be undone. However, this is not a question of forgiveness. God’s forgiveness is always open to one who repents. Esau could have come back to God, even if he could not undo his action regarding his birthright. How is this confirmed in the following verses?


Psalm 32:5


Proverbs 28:13


1 John 1:9

6.
Personal: Are you convicted by something you studied today? What do you need to do, or how does your attitude need to change? Remember that God will help you do it, if you ask Him.

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 12, concentrating on verses 18-24.

1.
Describe what the Israelites experienced at Mount Sinai when the law was given to them. (Hebrews 12:18-21)

2.
Challenge: What do you learn about these things in the following verses?

Exodus 19:12-13

Exodus 19:16-19

Exodus 20:18-19

3.
In amazing contrast, what is the Christian’s experience? (Hebrews 12:22-24)

4.
Personal: Have you come to Jesus in faith? If so, do you realize that Hebrews 12:22-24 describes you? Write down this experience in your own words, or write down what it means to you.

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 12, concentrating on verses 25-29.

1.
a.
What are we warned of in Hebrews 12:25?

b.
Read Jeremiah 35:17. What happened when the people of Israel would not heed God’s warning?

2.
a.
From Hebrews 12:26-27, what will be removed when God “shakes” the earth and the heavens, and what will remain?

b.
Read 2 Peter 3:11-13. What will be removed and what will remain?

3.
If we listen to God’s warning, repent of our sin, and come in faith to Him, what do we receive? (Hebrews 12:28a)

4.
What should our response be to this great gift? (Hebrews 12:28b)

5.
Why should we have an attitude of reverence and awe toward God? (Hebrews 12:29)

6.
Personal: It is easy to focus so much on the love and compassion of God that we forget about His holiness. This aspect of God is also called His “wrath.” This is not a popular subject in today’s culture, even in many churches. Do you keep this attribute of God in mind, even as you rejoice in His love and compassion? How does this change the way you live?

Hebrews Lesson 19
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Hebrews 12

A friend of mine runs on the beach in the early morning. Neither drizzly rain nor fog keep her house-bound. She keeps in shape both physically and spiritually while she enjoys the invigorating sea breeze, because she uses the time to meditate on a Scripture portion she has read at home that morning and to talk with the Lord. She is becoming more like Him.

Hebrews 12:1 pictures those who accept God’s gracious offer of life through His Son (see John 14:6; Revelation 3:20) as runners in a race. The amazing account in Hebrews 11 of men and women who successfully reached the finish line serves to inspire us to “run with perseverance the race marked out for us” (Hebrews 12:1). These people of God surround us as in an amphitheater with tier after tier of saints watching our race. The witnesses are not there to watch as spectators, but to cheer us on and tell us that victory can be ours through faith. The Expositors Bible Commentary says of these witnesses, “Perhaps we should think of something like a relay race where those who have finished their course and handed in their baton are watching and encouraging their successors.”
 The stands are full of those who “were still living by faith when they died” (Hebrews 11:13), and thus through faith have finished their race.

Preparation for the race requires getting rid of everything that would slow us down. To have a good start in the race, a runner must “throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles” (Hebrews 12:1). The one who is in earnest about attaining the goal must abandon hindrances and sins. The author also makes a point of the endurance required to conquer obstacles, overcome difficulties, and avoid dangers. 

The rules for the race and the secret of the strength needed are found in God’s Word. Of primary importance is faith in our God who is almighty, all knowing, all wise, and all sufficient. Unlike a sports event, speed is not essential. But self-discipline, faith, obedience, and personal holiness are. The race begins when one turns from sin and trusts Christ for forgiveness and power to “run” or live in this world (see Colossians 2:13). The race continues until the believer crosses the finish line and is ushered into the presence of the Savior and the glories of heaven, the prize for which he or she has run.

What is the difference between “everything that hinders” and sin? Both are obstacles that slow spiritual progress. “Things that hinder” might be defined as things that are not evil in themselves, but that claim our devotion and occupy our time. In other words, anything that keeps Jesus Christ from being central in our lives needs to be analyzed and prayed over until it is brought under the authority of Christ’s leading. There is nothing evil in having a nice car or house, good clothing, or interesting friends, hobbies, or other activities. But when we are consumed with anything other than Christ, we add a weight that slows us down.

Every one of us is aware of sins that plague us. For one it may be greed or jealousy; for another, gossip. Since faith is the major factor in living a life that pleases God, it seems likely that the author is suggesting that unbelief “easily entangles” us. Perhaps you have found that when you suffer in any way, your worst enemy is an unbelieving heart, unwilling to trust God in the situation.

In the physical human heart, calcium deposits around the valves slow down the function of the heart and may eventually lead to major surgery. Sin, when yielded to again and again, acts like calcium deposits on a Christian’s life, hindering effective Christian living and eventually becoming a stranglehold. The Christian is to “throw off,” by the power of the Holy Spirit, all such things so that the race can be “run with perseverance” (Hebrews 12:1). God will gladly help in this effort (see 1 John 5:14-15; Philippians 1:6; 2:13). The apostle Paul urges us, “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires” (Romans 6:11-12). Freed from the hindering weights and sins, we can run with patient endurance, fixing “our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2).

We cherish the inspiration of those wonderful, stalwart Old Testament saints whom we met in Hebrews 11. But when our eyes are “fixed” on Jesus, we gain more than inspiration. He gives us strength to run as one with our Leader and Lord (see Philippians 4:13). He did not simply walk on earth as an example of the characteristics of faith; He is Himself the Author and Perfecter of faith. His earthly life was one of faith, for by it He overcame opposition and difficulties. By faith He resisted temptation. Enduring the cross was His most trying hour; He bore all with patience and humility.

The name “Jesus,” used alone as it is in Hebrews 12:2, refers to our Lord’s humanity. His life on earth demonstrated His submission to the Father’s will and His faith in God’s perfect plan that would bring Him to the joy of being crowned with glory and honor at His ascension (see John 17:1-5). His was the joy of accomplishing redemption by dying on the cross for our sins so that we might enjoy His fellowship forever. He left His glory temporarily to come and walk on earth as “Perfect God-Perfect Man,” revealing God to us and finally dying for you and me. Have you received His love and forgiveness personally? Read Revelation 3:20, which is Jesus Christ’s personal invitation to you today (see also Romans 10:8-11).

Although the Hebrew Christians had suffered much (see Hebrews 10:32-34), things could have been worse. They had endured with patience their trials and loss of possessions, but they had not faced death by violence. If they should give up the battle in the face of the lesser trials they had already suffered, how would they behave if called upon to face a martyr’s death? Each of us needs to consider that question. If unkind words, persecution, or trials of one kind and another cause us to become unglued, what will we do under more severe circumstances? It takes a close walk with the Lord to be able say with the apostle Paul: “I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 21:13).

Why do believers suffer? Is suffering sent from the Lord? Many believers have endured the most painful experiences (see 2 Corinthians 1:2-7). Trials, illness, and other forms of suffering in our lives should not be thought of as judgment and punishment for sin. Our sin was dealt with at the cross. However, some of our suffering may come as a natural result of sinful choices we have made. When some trouble, persecution, or trial comes into our lives, we do well to examine our hearts, to humble ourselves, and to seek restoration, if in fact we have sidestepped God’s will.

Discipline may seem like a bitter pill, but our loving Father uses it to refine and purify His own: “God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness” (Hebrews 12:10; see also Revelation 3:19). God deals with us as His children. This is the foundation of our confidence. He will send nothing into our lives to hurt that relationship, for nothing can separate us from the love of God (see Romans 8:35-39). God sometimes uses corrective measures to empty us of our self-righteousness and self-sufficiency. Thus He brings us to new heights of spiritual experience, to a greater faith and usefulness. Admittedly, suffering and trials are difficult to bear, and they hurt. Still, God’s Word tells us that even suffering becomes a blessing when we trust God through it; our faith rests in the assurance of our Father’s love and the promise of deliverance (see Job 23:10; James 1:12; 5:11). So we look to our Lord Jesus who knew the depths of suffering, and are thus encouraged to a renewal of faith and strength (see Psalm 42:1-11).

Live in Peace and Holiness

With a reminder in Hebrews 12:12-13, to strengthen our fellow believers, to lift them up from their despair and hurts, the author continues with practical application of the teaching he has given. Relationships are important, and we are to make every effort to be at peace with others. While peace with all people is ideal, our influence for peace may not extend beyond our immediate group of family, friends and neighbors, and fellow church members. Peace among human beings is promised when the Lord returns. For now we all have a responsibility to pursue peace in our personal relationships, as long as peace does not mean a compromise with sin. This peace is a gift from God and part of the fruit of the Holy Spirit (see Galatians 5:22-23). Christ Himself is “our peace” (Ephesians 2:14). We are to reflect that peace to this needy world. Yet “peace at any price” may call for making concessions that dishonor the Lord and mar our testimony; so prayer is essential; we must have the Lord’s guidance as we “live in peace with all men” (Hebrews 12:14).

It is significant that Christians must be told to live peaceably with each other. We should have no part in strife or quarrels. Yet how often gatherings of Christians are marred by gossip, pride, or envy, causing division and conflict. With bitterness in our hearts we cannot worship. Whether our lack of love is for a neighbor or for a Christian brother, the effect is the same. “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar” (1 John 4:20).

Hebrews 12:14 also tells us to make every effort to be holy. Holiness means being set apart for God. To be holy is to live for God’s glory, to show by our conduct and conversation that we belong to Him. It is to separate ourselves from every appearance of evil, from all that is opposed to God. We know we will not attain perfect holiness here on earth, yet our lives should show a growing conformity to Christ. This is not achieved by sporadic, halfhearted efforts but by persistence in letting go of a life devoted to self for a life devoted to God.

Hebrews 12:15-16 is a further call to self-examination. The author lists things that we want to avoid ourselves, and also seek to help fellow believers avoid. We are to reach out in love to brothers and sisters in Christ who may be in jeopardy of neglecting spiritual matters. Love can find ways of warning a friend of his or her apparent coldness toward the Lord, and prayer is an important part of ministering to that friend.

First, we want to make sure not to miss the grace of God. The apostle Paul declared, “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8). And later in the same letter, “But [the Lord] said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me” (2 Corinthians 12:9). God’s grace is able to bring to us His power and provision for every need and every task, but He doesn’t force it upon us. He offers abundant grace to everyone who will receive it. He gives us all that we will take. We must be sure to make use of all that He offers us.

We also want to make sure that “no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many” (Hebrews 12:15). Every one of us is to be on the alert for evidences of resentment or bitterness taking root in our lives. Such things always cause trouble and need to be taken in prayer to the Father in Jesus’ name immediately. We must ask for release and forgiveness (see 1 John 1:8-9).

The writer goes on to warn against sexual immorality, and against being “godless.” Here Esau is given as an example. The birthright of the eldest son belonged to Esau, but he sold his right for a bowl of stew. For a small thing he had to have immediately, he gave up what was of infinitely greater worth, and God did not permit Isaac to reverse Esau’s choice. Esau is an example of how a Christian can choose to please himself, letting go of the blessings of his or her inheritance in Christ. We cannot unmake choices we have made; and although God can and will forgive, we must face up to the fact that we have lost something in the process. So let us declare to God today, “As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). Why not pray to the Lord right now in this way?

Shadow or Sunshine

The terror of the giving of the law at Sinai is echoed in Hebrews 12:18-21, where we are reminded of the description in Deuteronomy 4:11-12: “You came near and stood at the foot of the mountain while it blazed with fire to the very heavens, with black clouds and deep darkness. Then the Lord spoke to you out of the fire. You heard the sound of words but saw no form; there was only a voice.” The people begged Moses to spare them from again hearing God speak. Exodus 19:12 says that Israel was not to come near the mountain or “touch the foot of it.” Fire, thunder and lightning, and other phenomena accompanied the giving of the law; it was an awesome and frightening experience for the ancestors of the people to whom Hebrews was written.

This is what Judaism offered. It proved that even the best of people cannot stand before God in their own goodness or works. Any religious system that bases acceptance with God on human effort to keep the law is a false religion. You cannot come to God by your own works (see Ephesians 2:8-9); you can come only through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ (see John 14:6). Neither our religious observances nor our attempts to live a good life earn us the right to be forgiven and received into God’s family. By the grace of God—and that alone—sinners are brought to a relationship with God through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. Have you come to a saving faith in Christ’s blood poured out for your sin? (See 1 Peter 1:18-19.) Have you moved from the shadow and darkness of Sinai to Mount Zion and the glorious light of life in Christ the Savior?

“You have not come to a mountain that may be touched” (Hebrews 12:18) means that the gospel message has not brought believers to something material, something that could be physically touched, but to that which is spiritual and is laid hold of by faith. The rituals of Judaism were occupied with things that could be touched and seen. Christ has opened a way superior in every sense to rituals and tabernacles made with hands.

A.W. Pink makes an interesting and helpful observation concerning the different forms which the Lord’s appearance took in Old Testament times. They were designed to reveal the mind and will of God in that particular instance. When He appeared to Abraham (see Genesis 18), it was in the shape of a man because He gave promise of the descendant that was to bring blessing to all the families of the earth. God appeared to Moses in flames of fire from within a bush that did not burn up (see Exodus 3). This spoke of the fiery trials of the children of Israel, who would be overcomers because God was in their midst. To Joshua He appeared as a man with drawn sword in His hand, and assured him of victory over his enemies (see Joshua 5:13—6:5). God’s appearance at Sinai was surrounded by terror, evidencing the severity of His law and the certain destruction of all who refused the promise of deliverance. The whole scene was so terrifying that Hebrews 12:21 says even Moses said, I am trembling with fear”—and he was no stranger to the Lord, but was the God-appointed mediator for that time.

Hebrews 12:22-24 continues, “But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.” Many people regard Mount Sinai (representing the law) as life by self-effort, a religion of self, with God helping them and filling in what they cannot do. God’s view of Sinai is the place of sin, wrath, and condemnation, the failure of self-effort. Mount Sinai points to Mount Zion and to Christ whose work of redemption for us is complete.

For the Hebrew believer, everything was changed. Jewish rituals and sacrifices were past. The Jewish believers now belonged to Christ, and entered into new relationships, new blessings, and new responsibilities. As a fellow believer, you have come to Mount Zion; you have been made fit to live in the mountain of the grace of God. This is the glory to which Jesus brought you when He died on the cross for your sins. It is the city Abraham looked for: “the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God” (Hebrews 11:10). You are not an alien and a stranger; you are a citizen of God’s city by faith in Jesus Christ. 

Spiritually, we have come to the city of the Living God, and we may include ourselves in the holy, happy band of those who dwell there. Innumerable hosts of angels and heavenly beings surround the throne of God (see Hebrews 12:22; Revelation 5:11-13), ready with their worship and obedience to fulfill the will of the Father. The “church of the first-born” refers to the whole communion of saints, the church on earth and in heaven, righteous people made holy as He is holy. We have come to God, the judge of all men, but His holy presence is not a threat to the Christian, for there is no condemnation to those who are in Christ (see Romans 8:1). God accepts us in the perfect righteousness of our Savior. In heaven we will find ourselves mingling with fellow Christians and with saints of Old Testament times, all of us made perfect in Christ! Christ Himself is the glory of that eternal city, the mediator of the new covenant that has to do with fitness for fellowship with God and life in harmony with God’s will.

The new covenant is superior in every way to the old because of the infinite worth of the new covenant’s atoning blood. The author refers to the “sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel” (Hebrews 12:24). The blood of sprinkling speaks of atonement and eternal redemption, cleansing, and being made holy. Abel’s blood called for judgment. The blood of Jesus speaks of judgment past forever, of pardon, peace, and acceptance by God.

Don’t Refuse Him Who Speaks

There is a voice that speaks to the human race through the sprinkled blood, and that is the voice of God. So the author of Hebrews urges his readers to hear Him and heed Him by yielding in obedience to what He says. In Old Testament times prophets spoke for God. However, God’s Son was not a “transmitter” of God’s voice: He was the voice of God. Yet people refused to hear even the One sent from heaven. The author of Hebrews warns, “See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven?” (Hebrews 12:25). Christians rest in the fact that we are saved by grace. But the need for holiness and justice has not been set aside. Self-will and self-pleasing are not the marks of a committed Christian.

God’s voice from Sinai shook the earth as He spoke to His earthly nation, Israel (see Hebrews 12:26). God spoke again in His Son, revealing His great love for us in Christ’s death as “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree” (1 Peter 2:24). God says that He will once more shake not only the earth, but also the heavens. Scripture confirms the fact that heaven and earth will pass away and a new heaven and earth will appear (see Revelation 21:1). The Word of God will stand forever (see 1 Peter 1:23-25), and everyone who has believed that Word and received Christ as Savior will live forever! Because we are new creatures in Christ, we are a part of the kingdom that is unshakable. Our indestructible relationship with Christ is reason for continuous praise and thankfulness. It is only by God’s grace that we have been redeemed. Our position and privilege carry obligations and responsibilities to willingly obey and serve our Lord.

Like a bolt of lightning, the last verse of Hebrews 12 leaps out at us: “For our ‘God is a consuming fire.’” There is a choice to make. Remain true to your commitment to God, and when all around you collapses in a chaotic heap, your relationship with God will remain safe and secure. Those who hear but do not heed the clear call of the gospel message will discover, too late, that the God who would have been their salvation is a consuming fire of judgment. God invites every person, “Come now, let us reason together…Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool” (Isaiah 1:18). Our challenge is, “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve” (Joshua 24:15).
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Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Hebrews 12.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Hebrews 12 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 13:1-8, concentrating on verses 1-2.

1.
How are Christians to relate to other believers? (Hebrews 13:1)

2.
How do the following verses define this type of love?

Romans 12:10

Galatians 5:13

Philippians 2:1-3

3.
According to Galatians 5:22, how can we have this kind of love?

4.
How is our Christian love to be extended to strangers? (Hebrews 13:2)

5.
Challenge: The reference to angels in this passage may refer to the experiences of Abraham and Lot in Genesis 18:1—19:16. Read their stories and summarize briefly.

6.
Personal: The writer doesn’t recommend showing hospitality only because we might receive an angel as a guest, but rather because it pleases God when we show His love to others. Who might be the “strangers” that God is asking you to “entertain” or show hospitality to?
 

Third Day: Review Hebrews 13:1-8, concentrating on verses 3-4.

1.
What additional ways are believers to show love to other people? (Hebrews 13:3)

2.
Challenge: Read 1 Corinthians 12:20-26. How does Paul illustrate the reason that we will identify with and wish to help other Christians who are in prison or are suffering?

3.
Personal: In what specific ways has God called you, or is He calling you, to show love and compassion to those who are suffering? Have you been content just to live your own life and ignore the needs of people in your community and around the world?

4.
How are married believers to love their marriage partner? (Hebrews 13:4a)

5.
What will eventually happen to anyone who disregards God’s command for sexual purity? (Hebrews 13:4b)

6.
Personal: Like the pagan culture that surrounded the Hebrew Christians to whom this letter was written, much of the world today considers chastity—the restriction of sexual relations to within marriage—to be a completely unreasonable demand. How do you feel about and respond to God’s command to be sexually pure?

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 13:1-8, concentrating on verses 5-6.

1.
What should our attitude be towards money and possessions? (Hebrews 13:5a)

2.
Challenge: Read Luke 12:15-21. How did Jesus illustrate this command in a parable?

3.
a.
Read 1 Timothy 6:6-11. Describe what happens to people who want to get rich, and what this desire could lead to. (1 Timothy 6:9,10b)

b.
What attitude does Paul say is a root of all kinds of evil? (1 Timothy 6:10a)

c.
Challenge: Does a person have to have money to have this attitude?

d.
What should be the attitude and pursuit of the person of God? (1 Timothy 6:6-8,11)

4.
Why is it possible for us to be content with what we have? (Hebrews 13:5b)

5.
Why can we be confident and unafraid, no matter what circumstances we face? (Hebrews 13:6; this is a quote from Psalm 118:6)

6.
Personal: Upon what or whom do you depend for security? How do you think you would react if you lost your job, or your good health, or your home?

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 13:1-8, concentrating on verse 7.

1.
Whose example are we to remember? (Hebrews 13:7a)

2.
Read the following verses for ideas about who these leaders might be.

Acts 14:23

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

3.
What are we to imitate about them? (Hebrews 13:7b)

4.
How did Paul express a similar thought in the following verses?

1 Corinthians 11:1

Philippians 3:17

5.
Personal: Whose example do you think you are following? Who are those who have spoken the word of God to you over the years? How can you follow their examples more closely?

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 13:1-8, concentrating on verse 8.

1.
Earthly examples are helpful, but who is our primary example, according to Hebrews 13:8?

2.
Why can we always look toward Him for both example and help? (Hebrews 13:8)

3.
This is true of Jesus because he is not only the perfect man but also the eternal Son of God. How does Psalm 102:25-27 contrast created things with God?

4.
Read John 1:1-3, which is speaking of Jesus (see John 1:14). How do these verses show you that the Psalms passage above refers not only to God the Father, but also to Jesus Christ the Son?

5.
Personal: Are you confident everything that you read in the Bible about Jesus Christ describes Him now, as well as when He lived on earth? If Jesus were still on earth in physical form, how do you think He might live and speak? Do you realize that as His follower, you are His representative for the place and time that you occupy?
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Hebrews 13:1-8

In his concluding remarks, the writer of Hebrews comments on the last of the trio: faith, hope, and love. In Hebrews 10:19-23 he has invited his readers to enter the Most Holy Place, into God’s presence in fullness of faith and hope. Faith and hope are inseparable, for it is hope that strengthens and supports our faith. Our faithful, infinite God is the God of hope, filling us with joy and peace. Hebrews 11 records wonderful experiences showing victory in lives of Old Testament people because they chose to live by faith in God. The reality of these victories, in spite of hardships, encourages us to follow on to a deeper, more meaningful commitment. Hebrews 12 urges an enduring hope, patiently following the path of obedience.

Love and good works, the outward manifestation of the inward work of the Holy Spirit, is the theme of Hebrews 13. The author begins with brotherly love. We are reminded of our Lord’s words: “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another” (John 13:34).

“Keep on loving each other as brothers” (Hebrews 13:1) is a reminder of how indifferent our love may become. Notice that the writer does not tell his readers to have brotherly love, but to keep on with it. He assumes that believers already have love for one another. We who have entered into the presence of God by faith find that our fellow Christians are also there. We share the blessings of the heavenly place with God’s family (see Philippians 3:20). Harsh words, indifference, divisions, and separation among believers give little proof of life from the God who is love. The apostle John wrote, “Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him” (1 John 4:16). Showing your love for Christian brothers and sisters is evidence to them of your life in Christ.

We are to constantly guard against things that might affect our warmth toward fellow Christians. One of the traps that detour or destroy love towards fellow Christians is self-love and its attendants, self-righteousness and self-pity. Self-love is never satisfied, always crying, “Gimme, gimme,” forgetting that fulfillment is not in being ministered unto, but in ministering to others. A spirit of separatism is also an enemy of brotherly love. Christians who fellowship in one group of believers sometimes refuse communication and fellowship with another group of believers. You may know Christians who are so wrapped up in their own families that they neglect those related to them by the blood of Christ. Pride, impatience, differences of opinion, attempts to dominate—all contribute to the decay of love for one another, and devastate life in the body of Christ. Paul wrote, “There should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other” (1 Corinthians 12:25; read 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 for the full discussion).

Much more could be written on this theme of love among believers. Our petty differences, if not reconciled, widen the gaps among us. The Holy Spirit is grieved by these things (see Ephesians 4:29-32). Life is too short to permit Satan to mar for even a day your fellowship with the Lord and with the members of His family. Right now, if you need to clear up a quarrel or misunderstanding, first ask the Lord for cleansing, then go to your fellow believer. It makes no difference who may be at fault. You know what the difficulty has been. This is the time for healing and restoration. Self-pity or self-righteousness need to give way to victory through the grace of Christ our Savior. Any other course shatters lives, leaving people with hurts not easily healed.

The writer appeals to the believers to keep on showing genuine love among one another and does not leave us wondering how we may demonstrate this love. Entertaining strangers, or hospitality, is the first in the list. When the letter to the Hebrews was written, Christians were subjected to persecution. They often left their homes and traveled many miles seeking refuge. It was customary for believers along the way to furnish food and shelter, because these people had left their earthly possessions for the sake of their testimony.

Traveling preachers also depended on strangers to take them into their homes; inns were few and far between, and were often infested with vermin, cold and damp. Circumstances today are very different; however, opportunities to “entertain strangers” still exist. One couple has given of themselves for several years to helping young people—people they know, but who are strangers to the household of God. Several boys have lived in their home and have come to faith in Christ because of a faithful witness. A retired woman invited two Chinese girls into her home during summer recess from college. They remarked time and again that they had never seen such love in anyone’s life as they saw in their hostess. They were Buddhists but eagerly listened and questioned her about the Scriptures and things of the Lord. Little do we know how God may use us if we exercise Christian hospitality. This is one gift of the Spirit that the least of us may demonstrate.

Prison was the lot of many New Testament Christians who fearlessly declared their faith in Christ (see Hebrews 13:3). The Hebrew Christians were called upon to minister to their imprisoned Christian friends with food and warm clothing. Even today you may have opportunities to minister to the physical and spiritual needs of someone who is serving time in prison. We also need to pray for Christians around the world who are in prisons simply because they refuse to renounce their faith in Christ.

Sexual Purity

Other New Testament books speak at greater length about marriage and about sexual purity. Although the writer of Hebrews confined his remarks to one sentence, the subject is extensive. Hebrews 13:4 says, “Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.”

God ordained marriage at creation by making Eve as the helper for Adam, so that he would not be alone. Adam said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman’, for she was taken out of man.” The writer of Genesis continues, “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh” (Genesis 2:23-24). 

As time went on, the institution of marriage was not always highly regarded. It was shunned by ascetics who believed that the physical union of marriage would corrupt them. On the other hand, some thought marriage was a human invention to protect their fortunes or titles; thus it involved no moral obligation, and men were free to pursue other relationships. The ideal state of man and woman united in marriage, each meant for the other, is based on a pure and holy love. God used marital union to depict the relationship between Christ and His church (see Ephesians 5:22-30). 

All of us are aware of the gross immorality in our world, but God’s people cannot live by the world’s standards. Living in opposition to God’s plan for our sexuality is sin (see Romans 1:20-32). 

Be Content with What You Have

Did you know it dishonors the Lord to be discontented with your present circumstances? Discontent implies a desire for what God has forbidden or withheld from you or what you have not yet been able to obtain. The writer is concentrating on the “love of money” (Hebrews 13:5). Nothing is wrong with using your God-given talents to accumulate savings, as long as you earn the money honestly. However, when your “wants” exceed your resources, it can lead to the sin of discontent. The author advises, “Be content with what you have” (Hebrews 13:5). When we stop allowing the world to arouse greed within us, we will have “godliness with contentment” (1 Timothy 6:6), which is true riches. As a Christian, all the riches of God in Christ Jesus are yours. Claim them and enjoy the blessings He has in store for you.

These words, “Be content with what you have,” are thought provoking. When we are content in our lives we glorify God. Knowing that He cares for us daily, that it is He who orders our steps, will keep us from disappointment when things do not go as we planned. He knows what is best for each of us and plans our lives accordingly. The more we are occupied with the Lord the less we will care for the baubles so dear to those without faith. Such indifference to what our neighbors acquire makes for greater contentment. When we walk in obedience to the Lord and fellowship with Him, discontent is replaced by peace such as the world cannot give or take away (see Psalm 119:165; John 14:27). In which tent do you dwell—content or discontent?

God’s words, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5), guarantee His continual provision and protection. We may be confronted with soaring prices, increased taxes, lost jobs or unexpected healthcare expenses. We may fear that we will not have enough resources for retirement. We may not recognize discontent in ourselves while we urgently work to accumulate a sizable bank account. There is further assurance in the words of Hebrews 13:6, “So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?’” Our heavenly Father is always ready and willing to care for our smallest need or to provide an answer to the most perplexing question. Trust Him implicitly. His promises never fail; His resources are limitless! The Lord’s abiding presence guarantees all-sufficient help at the time we need it most.

Remember Your Leaders

The early church was an assembly of believers who met together for fellowship, for prayer, for instruction, and for observation of the Lord’s Supper as Jesus instructed. The assembly may have had no regular preacher or resident pastor, but three or four spiritual leaders might share the Word as the Holy Spirit led them. The church appointed elders, who instructed and counseled in spiritual matters, and deacons, who were responsible for ministering to the physical needs of believers. The apostles, along with these leaders, were the ones the writer refers to in Hebrews 13:7. He encourages believers in the congregation to think about those who had taught them the Word of God, and of how the lives of these leaders demonstrated their faith.

These servants of God were not seeking the praise and admiration of people or approval of their ministry, but only the joy of pleasing God. To “imitate their faith” (Hebrews 13:7) means that believers should live their lives as these leaders did. The church is urged to note the leaders’ love of Christ, their faithful service, and their unquestioning trust in God. Such faithful believers come to a blessed end of their walk with the Lord, entering heaven to receive the victor’s crown (see 1 Corinthians 9:25; 2 Timothy 2:3-5). It was their faith and reliance upon the Word of God, and not necessarily their methods or mannerisms, that was worthy of imitation.

We also remember and imitate pastors, teachers and other believers whose faithfulness to the Word and whose walk with the Lord have been a blessing to us. You should also be aware that it is quite possible that someone thinks of you as a leader and is watching your Christian walk to see if you practice what you preach. Are you letting the Lord love others through you? Are you using opportunities to be gracious and hospitable to Christian brothers and sisters? And remember the strangers and others who may need a friendly smile and word of encouragement to lighten their burden. As Jesus said, “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

The example set by earthly leaders and believers is helpful, but Hebrews 13:8 goes on to point out one who is not only our example but also our helper: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” What a superb illustration of the superiority of Christ. Earthly leaders come and go, but He remains eternally. There were continual changes in the Jewish priesthood, but Jesus our high priest abides forever. Israel’s prophets and kings came and went, but Jesus our Prophet has no successor, and He is the King Eternal (see 1 Timothy 6:12-16). Hebrews 13:8 is a precious nugget of truth in a world of constant change. With Christ as your Savior, your life here and for eternity is given over to the Changeless One. He loves you in eternity past, present and future, and “does not change like shifting shadows” (James 1:17). Have you thanked Him for His unchanging love today?

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

· Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

· Use only the Bible for your answers.

· Write down your answers and the verses you used.

· Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

· Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Hebrews 13:1-8.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Hebrews 13:1-8 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 13:9-25, concentrating on verses 9-12.

1.
a.
What type of teaching had the Hebrew believers been confronted with? (Hebrews 13:9)

b.
“All kinds of strange teachings” can be found in any age in any place. What did the apostle Paul warn the elders of the church in Ephesus in Acts 20:30?

2.
The Hebrew believers may have been urged by others to eat some kind of sacrificial meal that would strengthen their faith.
 What does Hebrews 13:9 say actually strengthens us spiritually?

3.
The author now begins to contrast the grace that Christians receive through Jesus’ sacrificial death with the Jewish ceremonies that dealt with sin. What did the high priest do with the sin offering? (Hebrews 13:11)

4.
Challenge: Read and summarize Leviticus 16:1-27, which describes the Day of Atonement ceremony to which the author of Hebrews was probably referring.

5.
How did the Day of Atonement ceremonies foreshadow the atoning work of Jesus Christ? (Hebrews 13:12)

6.
Personal: The Hebrew believers were faced with “strange teachings” that involved the ceremonial law and rituals of Judaism. Believers today may be confronted with “strange teachings” at any time from any number of sources. How do you guard your faith against the “strange teachings” you come across?

Third Day: Review Hebrews 13:9-25, concentrating on verses 13-16.

1.
a.
As believers, what will we share with Jesus? (Hebrews 13:13)

b.
Read Luke 6:22-23. What did Jesus tell His followers about this?

2.
Why should we not be distressed that we are “outside the camp”? (Hebrews 13:14)

3.
a.
What is the only way we can offer an acceptable sacrifice to God? (Hebrews 13:15a)

b.
Believers’ sacrifices are spiritual, rather than physical as were the Jewish sacrifices. What is one sacrifice that we may offer continuously to God? (Hebrews 13:15b)

c.
What other examples of sacrifices that Christians may offer to God are given in Hebrews 13:16?

4.
How does Paul explain this type of sacrifice in Romans 12:1-2?

5.
Personal: We can offer God nothing good enough to cover our sin and secure our salvation. But when we accept Jesus’ sacrificial death on our behalf, He enables us to give sacrifices to God that please Him. These are not things we need to grit our teeth and do because we “ought” to. Rather, they will flow naturally from our changed hearts, in love and gratitude to the Lord. What kind of sacrifices do you want to offer to God?

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 13:9-25, concentrating on verse 17.

1.
a.
What does the author urge believers to do in Hebrews 13:17a?

b.
The author is referring to their leaders in the church. How are these leaders identified in the following verses?


1 Thessalonians 5:12-13


1 Timothy 5:17

2.
a.
What responsibility is given to the leaders of the church? (Hebrews 13:17b)

b.
Read Acts 20:28 and 1 Corinthians 4:1-2. Who appoints the leaders, and whose servants are they?

c.
Read 1 Peter 5:2-3. What attitude should the leaders have as they oversee the church?

3.
What difference does it make if believers are obedient to their leaders? (Hebrews 13:17c)

4.
Personal: Today people often feel that we need not be under any person’s authority in spiritual matters. How did the Scripture verses you studied today confirm or modify your opinion about this? What will your attitude be toward the leaders of your church in the future?

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 13:9-25, concentrating on verses 18-19.

1.
In what way does the writer ask for support from his readers? (Hebrews 13:18a)

2.
How will this support help him spiritually? (Hebrews 13:18b)

3.
What particular prayer request does he add? (Hebrews 13:19)

4.
Challenge: The apostle Paul often asked for prayer from his readers. What were his requests, and how might these requests be similar to those made by the leaders of your own church or missionaries that you support?

Ephesians 6:19-20

Colossians 4:2-4

2 Thessalonians 3:1-2

5.
Personal: Do you support the leaders and missionaries of your church in prayer? After studying these passages today, how do you think it makes a difference for them?

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 13:9-25, concentrating on verses 20-25.

1.
The author now prays for both his readers and himself. What is his prayer in Hebrews 13:20-21?

2.
From this prayer, how are we able to do God’s will and become pleasing to Him?

3.
How does the author encourage his readers to respond to what he has written? (Hebrews 13:22)

4.
After giving some personal information and some brief greetings, what final prayer does the author offer for his readers in Hebrews 13:25?

5.
Personal: The whole letter to the Hebrews has been full of God’s grace—that which He has done for us in Christ. Have you received His grace by accepting Jesus’ sacrifice for your sin? How are you communicating His grace to those around you that have not yet received it?
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Hebrews 13:9-25

Hebrews 13:9 begins, “Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings.” Today, as throughout history, we are overwhelmed by any number of cults and “isms” whose followers work overtime to seduce unsuspecting men and women to join their ranks. In the verse before this statement God had led the writer to confirm that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). This was no accidental or coincidental pairing of two spiritual teachings! If Christ remains unchanged, the message about Him cannot be changed. If any new teaching comes along which varies from the original message, it must be false.

 “Strange” teachings have been defined as those that differ from pure Scriptural teaching, or those opposed to the gospel. The apostle Paul wrote about this issue in Romans 16:17-19: “I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people. Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I am full of joy over you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil.”

Many false teachers try to deceive us today through many forms of media—in person, on TV, on the radio, on the Internet, or on the printed page. We need to be obedient to God by reading His Word faithfully, so that we can compare “strange teachings” to His perfect truth found in the Bible. Second Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

“Strange” teachings have been around ever since Satan first misquoted what God had said (see Genesis 2:16-17; 3:1-7). Some of these false teachings can easily be recognized because they deny fundamental truths of the Bible and declare the Bible itself to be in error or incomplete. Others are more subtle in their approach, mixing theology and psychology into a mind-boggling confusion of high-sounding phrases. 

Hebrews 13:9 continues, “It is good for our heart to be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat them.” The mention of “ceremonial foods” is a clue to one type of “strange teachings.” When some Jewish believers returned to their former practices of trusting in the ceremonies of Judaism, they were on dangerous ground. They had accepted the superiority of Christianity and had experienced salvation by faith in Christ’s atonement for sin alone. Jewish ordinances such as eating special foods could not now be profitable nor a source of spiritual strength. Read Mark 7:14-23, where the Lord Jesus speaks of these things. Also read Acts 10:1-23, which tells of Peter’s vision from God before he was called to the house of Cornelius to share the good news of Jesus Christ with the Gentiles. In Acts 10:15 God declared, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” Thus He freed Peter to eat Gentile food in Cornelius’s house and elsewhere as Peter became an ambassador for Christ.

In addition to the Jews and their ceremonial food laws, there were Greeks who thought that what they ate or refused to eat would strengthen their spiritual lives. Some believed that matter, including their bodies, was bad, so they should discipline their bodies by cutting down on food and abstaining from meat. Those who believed in the myth of reincarnation thought that their soul’s release would be hastened by meditation and discipline. They, too, ate no meat. People throughout the ages, including many today, are often more concerned with that which is material than they are with the essentials of true spirituality as outlined for us by God in the Bible, and revealed to us in the person of Jesus Christ.

What does it mean for the heart to be “strengthened by grace” (Hebrews 13:9)? It is the opposite of being “blown here and there by every wind of teaching” (Ephesians 4:14). A strengthened heart is rooted and established in the truth of God’s Word (see Ephesians 3:17).

The word “grace” may have several meanings in Scripture. A simple acrostic which helps us understand it is God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. Indeed, all of the blessings and gifts we receive from God are because of His grace. The operation of the grace of God in us is one of the ministries of the Holy Spirit, who enlightens us and reveals Christ to us, and guides and empowers us in our Christian life. The grace of God is operational from the time of our being born again (see John 3:3-18). It is the grace of God that brings salvation and promotes spiritual growth in the life of every Christian (see Titus 2:11; 2 Peter 3:18). Grace awakens our spiritual senses so that our hearts are tender and receptive to God’s truths. By this means believers are nourished through the Word of God. As we grow in Him we are more aware of sin and the areas of our life that need cleansing and changing.

As your heart is strengthened with grace, you will grow spiritually, demonstrating God’s love, His power, His peace. You will be protected from being carried away by false teaching as you walk with the Lord in the light of His Word. He is the God of all grace who establishes, strengthens, and carries you to completion (see Philippians 1:6). Why not stop and thank God for His grace to you now?

When the writer of Hebrews wrote, “We have an altar” (Hebrews 13:10), he was thinking of the contrast between the Old Testament altar in the tabernacle and the Christian’s “altar.” The altar was the place where sacrifices were offered. Hebrews 13:10 does not imply that Christ can be offered again, for His sacrifice was made once for all time (see Romans 6:9-10; John 19:30). The cross is not the altar in a literal sense, for the cross has long since vanished; yet people are still being saved by the sacrifice made there. The Christian altar is the sacrifice of Christ, the benefits of which are eternally accessible to Christians in all ages. Christ is perpetually available to those who have come in faith, for He is “the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). He is waiting for you to come into His presence today; He wants to supply your needs—for forgiveness, peace, strength, guidance—whatever they may be. His resources are unlimited! He is waiting for you to ask.

Outside the Camp

The sin offering of Israel was burned outside the camp (see Leviticus 4:3-12), just as Christ our sin offering was crucified outside the city of Jerusalem. A misinterpretation of Hebrews 13:13 has, over the years, given rise to “separatists” in various parts of the Christian community. These groups of discontented people, who have grievances against their leaders or their churches, say, “Let us...go to him outside the camp” to support their decision to separate themselves from the local body. They then urge others to go away with them on the ground of some inconsequential difference of opinion. While God does not condone a church that departs from His Word and the basic doctrines of the faith, neither does He advocate the formation of numerous groups based on petty differences. There is to be unity and love among believers (see John 13:34-35). 

The real meaning of “Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore” (Hebrews 13:13) is that the believer must make a complete break from his or her former life, renouncing all that is opposed to Christ (see Luke 9:23-24). It is often painful and difficult to break away from friends and old habits that would draw us away from our faith. Sometimes, in the desire to be well thought of, we keep very quiet about our faith in Christ. But, as Hebrews says, we must be willing to bear “disgrace” as a follower of Christ, just as He bore it for us.

Christ endured great disgrace on the cross as He bore the load of our sin, separated from the presence of His Father. In that moment He was made a curse for us (see Galatians 3:13). Jesus died in order to sanctify us and bring us to God as worshipers, purified in conscience by means of His blood, by the willing sacrifice of His life for you and for me. We can “go to him outside the camp” (Hebrews 13:13) by faith. Have you thanked Him for His great love as He did this for you?

Throughout our Christian lives it is by faith that we know and enjoy the Lord Jesus. It is true that believers in any age have many trials. Satan sends temptations and hardships until some Christians almost despair. Hope sends us running to Christ, looking beyond disappointments to the time when sorrow and crying will be no more. If we want to see Jesus, if we want to find joy and satisfaction in communion with Him, we will not find Him in worldly circles, but “outside the camp.” Our place is with our Savior, in “the shelter of the Most High,” resting “in the shadow of the Almighty” (see Psalm 91:1). We must be willing to exchange the imagined security of worldly associations for the new adventure into which our Savior calls us. And so today Jesus still stands outside the camp and says, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23).

Hebrews 13:14 continues, “For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.” Nothing in this world is lasting. Decline, decay, and destruction have removed all but the remnants of many ancient cities. The powerful and beautiful city of Babylon has completely vanished, as have Nineveh and others. Why do we value so highly that which is transitory? Any great city here on earth is no competition to the “city that is to come,” our “inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven” for us (1 Peter 1:4). Revelation 21:1-5 describes the eternal city God is preparing for His people:

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

This city will be a place of peace and security, the dwelling place of the family of God that will provide everything for the comfort and enjoyment of its inhabitants. It will be our home, the end of our journey; it is where we will behold the glory of the Lamb, Jesus Christ, and praise Him forevermore. Will you be there because you have trusted Christ to put away your sin? Read John 3:16 with Ephesians 2:1-9.

Acceptable Sacrifices

Although the Hebrew Christians had discontinued worship through Judaism’s animal sacrifices, they were able to continue the privilege of worshiping God through other ways of sacrifice. The author shows that Christians may offer to God the sacrifices of giving praise to Him, of doing good deeds and of sharing with others. Our gifts are not fruits of the ground or the best of our herds, as the Old Testament offerings were. We do not come to an altar of wood, stone, gold, or bronze. We come to Christ Himself with the adoration of our hearts. Again we see the contrast of the Old Testament ceremonial laws with the new, inward, and spiritual worship of God opened to believers by Christ’s death and resurrection.

While a lamb was offered at the Jewish tabernacle every morning and evening, other sacrifices were less frequent. All must be brought to the tabernacle to be offered to God. Christians, on the other hand, are to present a continual sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving without regard to time or location. God is pleased and honored by the praise of His people.

It is “through Jesus” (Hebrews 13:15) that sacrifices of praise are offered to God. The Lord Jesus said that no one could come to God except through Him (see John 14:6). When we come as sinners, it is through Christ that we are reconciled to God (see 2 Corinthians 5:18). As believers we continue to depend upon our mediator, the Lord Jesus, to perfect our worship so that it will meet the requirements of God’s holiness. Our sacrifices of praise and adoration are taken by our great high priest, mingled with the incense of the prayers of the saints (see Revelation 8:3), and become fragrant, beautiful offerings to glorify God.

Hebrews 13:16 tells us of other sacrifices we can offer: “And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” Have you ever thought that in ministering to others you are presenting an offering to God? As a member of God’s family we are to show loving concern for our Christian brothers and sisters as well as neighbors next door and around the world. Through this sacrifice of doing good and sharing, the love and beauty of the Lord Jesus will be seen in us. 

At times in their history, the people of Israel were remiss in this regard. They were known to impose on their servants. Rather than helping, they robbed widows and oppressed the poor. They observed, to the letter, fasts and feasts of the Lord, yet left in despair the destitute and strangers (see Isaiah 10:1-2; Matthew 23:23). Christians also may easily fall into habits of neglecting those in need. We put off helping the needy until a more convenient time, and then we forget. When the Spirit of God nudges you, get moving! Do His bidding and know the joy of ministering to another’s need. With such sacrifices God is pleased.

Obey Your Leaders

Hebrews 13:17, “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority,” refers to spiritual, not civil, leaders. (Although we are told to submit also to civil authority in Romans 13:1-5.) Obey and submit are not commands we like to hear, but these too are elements of self-sacrifice that is pleasing to the Lord. Each congregation of Christians has its own leadership, whether they are called pastors, elders, deacons, or other titles. The first concern of church leaders should be for the spiritual welfare of those in their church. These God-appointed leaders do not have arbitrary powers. They are subordinate to Christ (see Titus 1:7-9). A true leader will serve with humility. Christ is the Great Shepherd, and the leaders are His under-shepherds to lead and teach the flock according to God’s Word.

A bond of love develops between leader and people when both are under the Holy Spirit’s leading. Faithful teaching of God’s Word results in obedience, and submission is the heart response to believing and accepting the truth as the Bible teaches it. Church leaders need our support and our prayers. Satan is busy trying to disrupt the body of Christ. Disputes, dissension, and division are his pleasure. Encourage your spiritual leaders as they seek to please the Lord in their service for Him. Leaders who are sincere in serving Christ have no selfish aims. Their concern is the spiritual welfare and the emotional and material needs of those under their care. They are accountable to God for their ministry and their relationships as they affect the lives of others.

Benediction and Greetings

The writer of Hebrews had appealed for prayer for himself; now he practices what he preaches by approaching the throne of grace on behalf of the Hebrew Christians. The prayer gives us a beautiful picture of God and of the Lord Jesus—the God of peace. What comfort to know that God can bring peace to our hearts in the most distressing situation. What assurance that Christ who is our Savior brings peace with God. By giving ourselves in faith to Jesus Christ we may know the peace of God and the God of peace.

The God of peace is also the God of life, “who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep” (Hebrews 13:20). Although this is the first specific mention of the Resurrection in the book of Hebrews, this entire letter is based on the fact that the Savior who died now lives in heaven because of the terms of the eternal covenant. Christ’s resurrection is the demonstration that God accepted Jesus’ sacrifice of Himself, and the new covenant is established on the basis of that sacrifice. 

The phrase “the blood of the eternal covenant” (Hebrews 13:20) echoes Hebrews 9:20 where Moses spoke of the “blood of the covenant.” Hebrews 9:18-22 tells of the old covenant confirmed by God with Israel on the basis of the law. But now a better sacrifice has been offered in Christ; the new covenant supercedes the old, and endures forever. 

The Son humbled Himself, became obedient to the point of death, and shed His blood for us. He is now at the right hand of God, making intercession for us. Through him, God will “equip [us] with everything good for doing his will, and…work in us what is pleasing to him” (Hebrews 13:21). With the writer we can declare, “to [Jesus Christ] be glory for ever and ever”! 
This is the end of the study on Hebrews. There are no questions for lesson 21.
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�. Challenge questions are optional for those who want to dig deeper or write their personal opinion. The Personal questions are between the individual doing the study and God. Those answers may be shared in class only if the individual would like to.





�.  Or in front of it, see Exodus 16:34.


�.  Or in front of it, see Numbers 17:10.





�.  The Expositor’s Bible Commentary.





�.  The Expositor’s Bible Commentary.





�.  The Expositor’s Bible Commentary.


�.  The NIV Study Bible. See Introduction to Hebrews: Date.





�.  The Expositor’s Bible Commentary. See introductory notes to Hebrews 10:19-25.





�.  William Barclay, The Letter to the Hebrews, Revised Edition (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1976), p. 113.





�.  Barclay, op cit., p. 115.





�.  The Expositor’s Bible Commentary.





�.  Chuck Swindoll, Growing Strong in the Seasons of Life (Portland: Multnomah Press, 1983), p. 387.





�.  The Expositor’s Bible Commentary. See introductory notes on Hebrews chapter 11.





�.  These marriages took place prior to God giving the Law to Moses, in which He forbade close intermarriage (see Leviticus 18, 20).





�.  The Bible version used in this study, the New International Version (NIV), focuses on Abraham in Hebrews 11:11, but some versions translate the same verse focusing on Sarah. For example, the New American Standard Bible (NASB), emphasizes Sarah’s faith: “By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised.”





�.  A.W. Pink, An Exposition of Hebrews (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1979), p. 720.





�.  The Expositor’s Bible Commentary





�.  A.W. Pink, An Exposition of Hebrews, p. 1030.





�.  Joy of Living founder Doris Greig’s book, You Can Do It, Too! Opening Your Heart and Home to Share God’s Love, might help you see the many ways you can “entertain” strangers. (Available through Joy of Living.)





�.  The Expositor’s Bible Commentary.









