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How to Use Joy of Living Materials 

This unique Bible study series may be used by people who know nothing about the Bible, as well as by more knowledgeable Christians. Each 
person is nurtured and discipled in God’s Word, and many develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as they study.

Joy of Living is based on the idea that each person needs to open the Bible and let God speak to them by His Holy Spirit, applying the Scrip-
ture’s message to their needs and opportunities, their family, church, job, community, and the world at large.

Only a Bible is needed for this study series. While commentaries may be helpful, it is not recommended that people consult them as they work 
through the daily study questions. It is most important to allow the Holy Spirit to lead them through the Bible passage and apply it to their hearts 
and lives. If desired, additional commentaries may be consulted after answering the questions on a particular passage.

The first lesson of a series includes an introduction to the study, plus the first week’s daily study questions. Some questions are simple, 
and some are deeper for those who are more advanced.1 The individual works through the Bible passages each day, praying and asking God’s 
guidance in applying the truth to their own life. (The next lesson will contain the commentary on the Bible passage being covered in the study 
questions.)

To Use in a Group Setting: 
After the daily personal study of the passage has been completed, the class gathers in a small group, where they pray together and discuss 

what they have written in response to the questions about the passage, clarifying problem areas and getting more insight into the passage. The 
small group/discussion leader helps the group focus on biblical truth, and not just on personal problems. The student is the only person who sees 
their own answers and shares only what they feel comfortable sharing.

After small groups meet for discussion and prayer, they often gather in a large group meeting where a teacher gives a brief lecture covering 
the essential teaching of the Bible passage that was studied during the prior week and discussed in the small groups. The teacher may clarify the 
passage and challenge class members to live a more committed daily life.

At home, the student begins the next lesson, which contains commentary notes on the prior week’s passage and questions on a new Scrip-
ture passage.

1. Challenge questions are optional for those who want to dig deeper or write their personal opinion. The Personal questions are between the individual doing the 
study and God. Those answers may be shared in class only if the individual would like to.

Do You KNOW You Have Eternal Life?

Your condition…
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)
But your iniquities (sins) have separated you from your God. (Isaiah 59:2)
For the wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23)

There is help…
For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. (1 Peter 3:18)
The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

What do I do?…
Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out. (Acts 3:19)
Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved. (Acts 16:31)

You CAN know…
He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:12-13)

If you would like to make the decision today to repent and trust Christ as your Savior, either for the first time or as a re-commitment of 
your life, you may want to pray a prayer similar to this one:

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner. Please forgive my sins. Thank You for dying on the cross for me, and for coming alive again. I ac-
cept Your gifts of forgiveness and eternal life. I place my life in Your hands. I want to be Yours forever. Thank you for loving me so much. 
In Your Name I pray. Amen.
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Hall of Faith
Lesson 1

Christian Faith

“If only I had more faith!” Is there a Christian anywhere who at 
some time has not thought or said these words when life dealt a disap-
pointing blow? Faith is absolutely essential to the development of the 
Christian life. As a matter of fact, faith is the only way to live a full life. 
The Bible says, “Without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 
11:6).

It was Henry David Thoreau, that rather eccentric philosopher of 
long ago, who once said, “If I seem to walk out of step with others it 
is because I am listening to another drumbeat.” I am not sure about 
Thoreau’s drumbeat, but that is a good description of a Christian’s walk 
of faith. Believers walk by faith listening to a drumbeat that is different 
from the world. We listen for the voice of the Holy Spirit living within us 
who instructs and guides.

In view of the absolute necessity of faith for the believer, welcome 
to this series of Bible studies in which we will devote ten lessons to 
the study of faith. What better source for such a study than the great 
“faith” chapter found in Hebrews 11. It is one of the best known of the 
great chapters of the Bible and has been called the “Hall of Faith,” the 
“Westminster Abbey of Scripture,” and even the “Parade of the Heroes 
of Faith.”

This is not another study of the book of Hebrews. Because the 
focus is on faith this is primarily a study of chapter 11 plus portions of 
the Old Testament. Hebrews 11 deals with the power available to the 
Christian through faith in God.

We do not know for certain whom God chose to write the book 
of Hebrews but we do know that He guided the writer to lay a firm 
foundation throughout the book for the message of faith in Christ. Many 
authorities believe that perhaps the Apostle Paul was the writer.

What Kind of Faith?

As we dig into Hebrews 11 we will quickly discover this faith is far 
more than the day-to-day variety. Perhaps we are not always aware 
that our lives are governed daily by natural faith. For example, you go 
to your place of employment and work because you have faith that 
your employer will pay you and that there are enough funds in his/her 
account to cover your paycheck. You step into an aircraft because you 
have faith in the pilot to maneuver that plane. You take your car to a 
repair shop and you have faith that the mechanics will repair your car.

The point is the day-to-day variety of natural faith depends on man 
or an object that is not necessarily reliable. Your employer may not be 
able to pay you due to his cash flow; pilots and mechanics may lack 
training and experience and your faith in them is useless.

Faith in Hebrews 11 is spiritual faith. The object of that faith is the 
Almighty God who is all-powerful, all-knowing and everywhere present. 
Nothing is impossible for Him. He is a miracle-working God and abso-
lutely dependable. The eternal nature of God is such that He does not 
change. He was faithful to people of old and He will remain eternally 
faithful to us. God Himself has promised, “Never will I leave you; never 
will I forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). We can take His promises at face 
value because the Bible says God does not lie (see Titus 1:2). Faith in 
people may disappoint you, but God gave His word and promised, “I 
the Lord do not change” (Malachi 3:6). The obvious difference between 
natural and spiritual faith is the object of that faith.

Faith can mean different things to different people. For some, faith 
means a positive inward look—the “have faith in yourself” concept. 
While that idea may be satisfactory for some it is not the teaching of 
the Bible. To others, faith means strong feelings of optimism—“I believe 
everything is going to be all right.” Again, this concept, while it may 
contain a grain of truth, is sorely lacking. Saint Augustine, one of the 
early church fathers, had a far more comprehensive definition: “Faith is 
to believe the word of God for what we do not see, and its reward is to 
see and enjoy what we believe.”

What Is Faith?

According to Merriam Webster Collegiate Dictionary, the word 
faith is defined as “allegiance to duty or a person; loyalty; fidelity to 
one’s promises; belief and trust in and loyalty to God; belief in the tra-
ditional doctrine of a religion; firm belief in something for which there 
is no proof.”

Rather than defining faith, Hebrews 11:1 describes what faith is: 
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 
not see.” The remaining verses of chapter 11 lead the reader through a 
“Hall of Faith” to show how faith worked in the lives of famous, illustri-
ous individuals from the Old Testament.
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Getting Our Bearings

I shall never forget my thrill and excitement the first time I vis-
ited the beautiful city of Rome. The rushing traffic, the honking horns 
and the maze of streets were overwhelming and confusing. Then our 
tour group went to St. Peter’s Square and climbed the narrow, wind-
ing stairs to the top of the majestic basilica. From that lofty height 
we looked out over the city and saw the Tiber River winding through 
Rome. As we identified prominent buildings and landmarks some of 
my confusion disappeared as I was able to get the layout of the city 
and with it my bearings.

As we launch into our study, we too need an “aerial” view—a brief 
view of the book of Hebrews. We need to do this in view of the fact that 
we are beginning near the end of the book rather than at chapter 1. It 
is always risky to take a Bible verse or chapter out of its context; thus 
we need to look at chapter 11 in its proper setting.

Hebrews was written to Jewish Christians who were wavering a 
bit in their faith. They had lost their first enthusiasm and were not grow-
ing, thus they were seriously lacking in spiritual understanding (see 
Hebrews 5:11-14). There was the real danger they would “drift away” 
(Hebrews 2:1) because of unbelief as Hebrews 3:12 indicates: “See to 
it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns 
away from the living God.” If they continued and rejected the gospel of 
Christ, God’s judgment lay ahead.

The writer of Hebrews sees one thing very clearly and that is 
that Jesus Christ is the only complete answer to every human need. 
Over and over throughout the book the deity and humanity of Christ is 
stressed as the writer focuses on what has been accomplished by the 
death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Through Christ there 
is a new way open for all.

A New Way Opened

To illustrate the new way the writer of Hebrews uses a spiritual 
truth familiar to the Jewish Christians, namely the Old Testament 
Tabernacle. Step-by-step comparison is made between the old way 
of worship and sacrifices, which was only a dim shadow of things 
to come, and the wonderful new way now available to all believers 
through the redemptive work of Christ, our real High Priest (see He-
brews 9 and 10).

To help us better understand the comparison of the blessings of 
Christ’s redemptive work and the old way, let’s briefly review the pur-
pose of the Old Testament Tabernacle and the functions of the priests 
based on Exodus and Leviticus.

Because the Israelites were a nomadic people God instructed 
them to build a portable Tabernacle for worship and sacrifices. Within 
the Tabernacle court was a tent constructed according to God’s exact 
specifications. The tent had two parts, the Holy Place and the Most 
Holy Place. These two areas were separated by a heavy, beautiful 
woven curtain. The main purpose of the curtain was to separate—to 
separate man from the Most Holy Place, the most sacred area of the 

Tabernacle. In the Most Holy Place was the Ark of the Covenant, the 
place where God had promised, “I will meet with you and give you all 
my commands” (Exodus 25:22). All Israel knew that the Tabernacle 
and all that pertained to it was a reminder of God’s presence with His 
people.

Unfortunately, an ordinary Israelite could come only to the gate of 
the Tabernacle court. The Levites came into the court and the priests 
could go into the court and into the Holy Place.

Only the high priest was permitted to enter the sacred Most 
Holy Place once a year and then only after he had been ceremonially 
cleansed by the sprinkling of sacrificial blood. On the Day of Atone-
ment the high priest entered that sacred place to seek God’s forgive-
ness for Israel as he took with him the shed blood of an atoning sacri-
fice. The same pattern of sacrifice was followed later after the Temple 
was built in Jerusalem.

The Tabernacle was a picture or pattern of the coming redemp-
tive work of Christ, but it was only a pattern. The common person 
was barred from the special inner presence of God. Hebrews 9:8, in 
referring to the high priest’s annual offering says, “The Holy Spirit was 
showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been 
disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still standing.”

As long as the common man was barred from the Most Holy 
Place he clearly could not have access to God or enjoy His presence. 
The sacrifices the high priest made “were not able to clear the con-
science of the worshiper” (Hebrews 9:9), “because it is impossible for 
the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Hebrews 10:4). Yet the 
whole idea of sacrifice and worship was to give all people an access 
to God. The Almighty is a holy and sinless God, thus access into His 
presence demands purity. Man’s sin must somehow be atoned for and 
man must be cleansed. Until he is cleansed there can be no access to 
God. That cleansing, says Hebrews, has been done by Christ’s death 
and resurrection.

After laying that groundwork the writer of Hebrews now compares 
the earthly Tabernacle to heaven where Christ is seated at the right 
hand of God in the Most Holy Place. Christ “did not enter by means 
of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place 
once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption” 
(Hebrews 9:12).

The Bible says when the Lord Jesus died on the cross, “The cur-
tain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom” (Mark 15:38). By 
means of the cross the Lord Jesus abolished the curtain of separation 
and He became our High Priest. That’s not all the good news. Unlike a 
human high priest, the Lord knows our needs and concerns. Hebrews 
4:14-16 says “Since we have a great high priest who has gone through 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God…we do not have a high priest who 
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who 
has been tempted in every way, just as we are — yet was without sin. 
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence.” No more 
need for a curtain that separates. No more need for a human priest 
to plead our case. Thanks be to God, we now have direct, individual 
access to God through the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Our High Priest

By offering Himself as our High Priest the Lord Jesus Christ 
has provided great benefits for us (see Hebrews 9:12-15). First, He 
“obtained eternal redemption” (verse 12). Jesus Christ did a work of 
deliverance that permanently frees God’s people from the stain and 
punishment of sin.

Second, by shedding His own blood Jesus Christ is able to 
“cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may 
serve the living God!” (verse 14). This verse builds on verse 9 where 
the writer pointed out the weakness of animal sacrifices that “were not 
able to clear the conscience of the worshiper.” The sacrifices under the 
old system were concerned with food, drink and ceremonial cleans-
ing that people observed until Christ came with a new way. Although 
these sacrifices were faithfully practiced they did not remove the guilt 
of sin and really served only as an annual reminder of sins.

Before Christ’s death as long as the Tabernacle and Temple 
stood, sacrifices were made daily morning and evening (see Numbers 
28:3-8). There were meat-offerings, burnt-offerings and drink-offerings. 
In addition to the daily offerings, the most sacred offering was made 
on the Day of Atonement. Because this sacred offering occurred once 
a year, as soon as the ritual was completed the inevitable accumula-
tion of sin began again to be confessed on the next Day of Atonement 
despite the daily, weekly and monthly sacrifices throughout the year.

The benefits of the new covenant are so important the writer re-
fers to it again in Hebrews 10:1-2: “The law is only a shadow of the 
good things that are coming…It can never, by the same sacrifices re-
peated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near 
to worship” (italics added).

Third, by His death and resurrection “Christ is the mediator of 
a new covenant” (Hebrews 9:15). This is true because a death has 
taken place—the death of Christ on the cross. What the law could not 
do was accomplished by Christ. He came to earth, became Man and 
in His perfect, sinless manhood was obedient to the Father. Jesus 
Christ, by shedding His blood, became the perfect sacrifice by taking 
our sins upon Himself. When He “had offered for all time one sacrifice 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God” (Hebrews 10:12). The 
price was paid. His death fully satisfied all redemptive requirements. 
From the shame of the cross, Christ was exalted to the highest place 
of glory. His death blots out sins of the past, present and future.

The Life of Faith

Hebrews 10:19-26 summarizes what has been said, and points 
out the life that can be ours because of what Christ has done. Look 
at verses 19 through 21. Notice the phrase “we have”—there are two 
of them. First, because of His redemptive work all believers have free 
access into God’s presence: “We have confidence to enter the Most 
Holy Place” (verse 19). The way to God is open thus we need not offer 
a fresh sacrifice to gain entrance. We have joyous confidence to enter 
His presence by the blood of Jesus at any time and anywhere. Jesus 
is our representative. By recognizing and confessing our own sinful-

ness and admitting our need for a Savior we may ask Christ Jesus to 
become our Redeemer. John 1:12 says, “To all who received [Christ], 
to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become chil-
dren of God.” The decision to renounce self and to accept Christ as 
personal Savior must be your first step of faith.

Second, “we have a great priest over the house of God” (Hebrews 
10:21). Hebrews 3:6 says “we are his house” and here the writer de-
scribes the indwelling Holy Spirit who makes His home within the heart 
of every believer at the time of conversion. What a tremendous truth 
concerning the life of faith! Christianity is not some weak attempt on 
our part to imitate Christ. We have God’s power within our very be-
ing. Our High Priest, Jesus Christ, is absolutely able to guide us in all 
circumstances of life.

Hebrews next challenges all who have experienced the inward 
cleansing through Christ’s redemption to do three practical things:

First, “Draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of 
faith” (10:22). To put it another way, our pattern for living is to continu-
ally depend on His indwelling power during every hour of the day. We 
need not depend on our own abilities, talents, education, cleverness 
or any other human trait. By drawing near “in full assurance of faith” 
we give opportunity for God to work in our lives. By faith and in quiet 
confidence we believe He who lives within us is able to work in all 
circumstances.

The danger for many is that we become so busy we forget to 
spend time with God. When we do, there is a tendency to take things 
into our own hands. Before we know it, our faith begins to weaken and 
we depend more on our own strength. That cycle spells trouble.

Second, “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 
he who promised is faithful” (10:23). Phillips in The New Testament 
in Modern English says it this way: “In this confidence let us hold on 
to the hope that we profess without the slightest hesitation—for he is 
utterly dependable.”

The story is told of a young orphan girl who believed God is utter-
ly dependable and who demonstrated her faith without hesitation. She 
lived in India where evil ran rampant and the life of a girl was cheap. 
Missionaries came to her village and for the first time she learned that 
God loved her as a person.

The day came when her missionary friends had to return to their 
main station. Fearful of losing the only friends she had ever had, she 
begged to go with them. Shortage of funds and other obstacles, how-
ever, made her request impossible. Crying and waving to her depart-
ing friends the girl called out, “Please pray that God will let you take me 
home with you and I will pray too.”

At their compound the missionaries found a letter containing a 
large check. Immediately they thought of their young friend. Early the 
next day a scout was sent out from the compound to bring the girl to 
her new home. It was a long trek, therefore the scout and girl were not 
expected to return until late that night. At noon the happy girl and scout 
were back. With complete confidence she said, “When I prayed, God 
seemed to tell me this was to be my home, so I thought I might as well 
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get started.” She had almost reached the mission when the scout met 
her. That is real faith in God!

Not only are we to draw near to God, but we are to speak out and 
tell what the Lord has done, and is doing in our lives. God is faithful, so 
you may be sure that when your listeners hear about your confidence 
and joy in the Lord they will soon realize you have something they are 
missing. Perhaps they will begin to ask questions. Then you may as-
sure them that what He has done for you He will do for them as well.

Furthermore, we need to hold on to the hope we have, to get a 
firm grip on our faith in God, because Satan is always ready to mock, 
to deceive and to cast doubt. By drawing near to God, by living in 
dependence on Him, we will discover that we are developing a faith in 
Him that nothing can shake.

Third, “Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together…but let us 
encourage one another” (Hebrews 10:24-25).

The words of these two verses bring to mind the old saying: 
“What you do speaks so loudly I can’t hear what you are saying.” The 
best encouragement and Christian witness is to let others see what 
the Lord is doing in your life. Christians need other believers around, 
thus Hebrews says we are to meet together to encourage one another. 
Who has not seen their own problems diminish a bit—or has not been 
encouraged—when hearing about the mighty things the Lord is doing 
among fellow believers?

Live by Faith

Having presented a strong foundation for the need of faith, the 
last portion of Hebrews 10 is an encouragement to go forward. The 
writer of Hebrews realizes that most of the people to whom he is writ-
ing have already proven their true faith in Christ. Despite hardships 
and persecution the early Christians experienced love, joy and hope. 
They had followed Christ regardless of the cost. Their own attitude 
during difficulties demonstrated they were fully aware these were ex-
periences which, as Christians, they were expected to bear.

Notice the strong encouragement in verse 35: “So do not throw 
away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded.” Instead of turning 
back to an easier way, the believers were to patiently keep both their 
faith and their hope high because the reward is certain.

Living by faith does not mean being exempt from trouble. We 
were never promised a rose garden. Sometimes we forget that Jesus 
Christ promised, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world” (John 16:33). We take heart and go forward 
when we take God at His word and remember that the Lord Jesus 
is who He says He is and that the prediction for the world is going 
to turn out as He promised. Christians must realize that in the will of 
God there is often a time of waiting, working and trials before God’s 
promised fulfillment can be enjoyed.

Hebrews chapter 10 concludes with a quote from the Old Testa-
ment where the prophet Habakkuk tells his people that if they hang on 

to their faith in God, He will see them through their present problems, 
but the condition is based on holding on and not shrinking back. Obvi-
ously the key is faith. All who live by faith and die in faith will rejoice 
in the final salvation guaranteed in Christ. The writer of the epistle 
encourages the early Christians they are doing the right thing. All they 
needed to do was to keep on and not shrink back to their old ways.

We, too, need to count on God’s faithfulness to fulfill all that He 
has promised because “The righteous will live by faith” (Romans 1:17, 
see also Hebrews 10:38). Not by circumstances, not by logic, but by 
faith in the Almighty God and in His Word.

Points to Ponder

In her book What the Bible Is All About, the late Dr. Henrietta 
C. Mears, founder of Gospel Light Publications said, “The secret of 
Christian living is simply allowing Christ to meet your needs…Faith 
is just trusting God, believing Him. There is nothing mysterious about 
faith. It is simply an act of will. Either we will believe God or we won’t. 
We decide.” What is your response to this statement?
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9Hall of Faith Lesson 1

Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

 ɶ Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.
 ɶ Use only the Bible for your answers.
 ɶ Write your answers and the verses you used.
 ɶ Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.
 ɶ Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the commentary on Christian faith.

1. What helpful or new thought did you find in the commentary concerning Christian faith, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal applica-
tion did you choose to apply to your life?

2. The suggested memory verse is Romans 10:17, or choose another verse that was meaningful to you. Write it down and post it in a prominent 
place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 11:1-6, concentrating on verses 1-2.

1. How does Hebrews 11:1 describe faith?

2. Challenge: In your own words try to write a definition of the word faith. You may want to use a dictionary to help you. Remember the definition 
you write today and see if you need to change it at the end of the course.

3. Read Romans 10:17. Where does faith come from?

4. What assurance do the following Scriptures give you that the Bible can be trusted completely?

2 Timothy 3:16

2 Peter 1:21

5. Throughout the Bible we find references that tell us how essential faith is. Read the following Scriptures and write down two or three words to 
complete the phrase: By (through) faith we ...

Romans 5:1

2 Corinthians 5:7

Hebrews 10:22

6. a. What does the writer of Hebrews say about past believers in Hebrews 11:2?
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b. Personal: As we continue this study in Hebrews 11, we will meet many believers from the Old Testament who are remembered and com-
mended for their faith. Think of modern obituaries: people are remembered for many different things—for their jobs, their inventions, their 
celebrity, their wealth. How would you like to be remembered? Why not pray about this now?

Third Day: Review Hebrews 11:1-6, concentrating on verse 3.

1. a. What does Hebrews 11:3 say about the universe?

b. Challenge: Read Genesis 1:1-27. How does this account of creation confirm what Hebrews 11:3 tells us?

2. If God created the universe, then we know that the world is not eternal—it had a beginning. But God Himself is eternal; He has always existed 
as the Trinity: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. What do you learn about this in the following verses?

Genesis 1:2

John 17:5 (Jesus, God’s Son, is speaking to His Father in prayer)

Colossians 1:15-16 (the writer is speaking of Jesus, see verse 13)

3. a. After He created the universe and set it in motion, God did not step back and watch from afar in a disinterested manner, waiting for us to 
fail. He loves us and calls us to know Him and love Him in return. What does He say in Isaiah 65:1-2?

b. Personal: God is holding out His hands to you, too. Will you respond to Him, take His hand, and let Him lead you in His ways? Why not 
pray about this now?

4. How is the creation of man described in Genesis 1:26-27? How are we different from animals?

5. Read Psalm 139:13-16. What does it say about the way you were created?

6. Personal: What does it mean to you that God created you in His image? How does it change your view of God knowing that the Creator of the 
entire universe also knows you so personally?

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 11:1-6, concentrating on verse 4.

1. What was Abel’s spiritual condition according to verse 4?
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2. Read Genesis 4:1-12. Describe Cain and Abel’s occupations and what each one brought for his sacrifice. (verses 2b-4)

3. Abel was commended by God as a righteous man. Read 2 Corinthians 5:21. How has God provided a way so that we might become righ-
teous?

4. a. Read Genesis 4:5. When Cain’s offering was rejected how did he respond?

b. What do you think might have happened if he had admitted he was wrong? Read Micah 7:18 to help you decide.

5. a. Satan loves to make Christians miserable by telling them they have committed a sin God will not forgive. How do the following verses 
combat that accusation?

 Isaiah 55:7

 1 John 1:7

b. The next time Satan torments you in this way how can the following verses encourage you to know he is lying?

 Romans 8:1

 1 John 1:9

6. Personal: Have you asked God to forgive your sins and free you? Why not stop and ask Him right now?

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 11:1-6, concentrating on verse 5.

1. Enoch is one of the lesser known Old Testament personalities. According to Hebrews 11:5 how was the end of his life unique?

2. a. What impressive truth does Hebrews11:5b assert about Enoch’s relationship with God?

b. What else do you learn about Enoch’s relationship to God in Genesis 5:22-24?

3. a. What do these verses say is the relationship between righteousness and faith?

 Romans 4:3

 Hebrews 10:38

b. Challenge: Based on that truth, how does the description of Enoch’s life in Genesis 5:22-24 show he was a man of faith?

4. What benefits do the following Scripture verses promise for those who walk with God?

Psalm 89:15-17
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John 8:12

1 John 1:7

5. Read Ephesians 5:8-11. How will your life change if you live or walk with the Lord?

6. Personal: Do you want to walk with the Lord daily? Pray now, and ask Him to help you do this. You can nurture your walk with the Lord by 
continuing to spend time with Him daily, in prayer and in His Word.

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 11:1-6, concentrating on verse 6.

1. What does Hebrews 11:6 say is absolutely essential in order to please God?

2. a. The writer of Hebrews says if we come to God we “must believe that he exists.” He seems to be stating an obvious fact and it’s easy to 
gloss over. But it is possible to say that God exists without truly acting like He exists. Read Galatians 5:6. How does this passage contrast 
outwardly saying God exists—i.e. the rite of circumcision for a Jewish person—with what happens when we truly believe He exists?

b. Personal: Do you believe God exists? Is this something that you primarily express through words—i.e. identifying yourself as a Christian, 
being a member of a church, etc.—or does your belief that God exists affect your actions? How?

3. a. Hebrews 11:6 also says that God “rewards those who earnestly seek him.” What is the most important reward He gives to those who seek 
him, according to the following verses?

 1 Chronicles 28:9

 Jeremiah 29:13

b. Personal: Are you earnestly seeking God? What a joy to know that He promises to reveal Himself to us when we seek Him. Write down 
some of the ways He has revealed Himself to you, or write a prayer telling Him of your search for Him.

4. Read 1 John 5:14-15. In addition to rewarding us with Himself when we seek Him, what else does God promise to those who approach 
Him?

5. Personal: Look back to Hebrews 11:6 again: “Without faith it is impossible to please God.” Do you feel like your faith is weak? Then ask God to 
strengthen your faith! He is so gracious, because He promises to give us whatever we ask according to His will, as we saw in 1 John 5 above. 
And there can be no question that it is in His will for you to have faith in Him. Why not stop now and pray about this?

6. Please share your memory verse with your discussion group or with a friend to encourage them.
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Hebrews 11:1-6

Teachers who want to get their point across sometimes have to 
resort to unusual techniques. A method I heard about recently was 
used by a flight instructor. To teach students to fly by instruments, he 
often induced vertigo while airborne and then he asked the student 
to take over the controls. The student’s very strong tendency was to 
respond with his own feelings and sensations for the directions of the 
aircraft rather than depending on the instruments. Big mistake! Ev-
ery future pilot must learn to ignore his own feelings—no matter how 
strong—and learn to operate in obedience to the instruments on the 
panel in front of him. Failure to do so could result in a great loss.

In our study we will find that a growing faith means learning to 
take God at His word, to believe and obey—sometimes even against 
personal feelings and human logic. Do you realize the Bible is to the 
believer what the instrument panel is to the pilot? Faith in God de-
pends on believing and obeying His Word no matter how strong one’s 
feelings may be to the contrary.

Faith Is Essential

Throughout the first part of Hebrews, as we found in Lesson 1, 
the writer under God’s inspiration has strongly emphasized the truth 
that faith is the only way of life that is pleasing to God. Hebrews 10:38 
says, “But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back 
I will not be pleased with him.” From the very beginning of time and 
throughout ensuing history, says Hebrews, faith has been the one es-
sential condition for pleasing God. The truth that our heavenly Father 
takes pleasure in His children coming to Him is clearly taught in the 
book of Hebrews.

Look carefully at the end of Hebrews 10 and the beginning of 
chapter 12. Notice that Hebrews 10:39, “But we are not of those who 
shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are 
saved,” could actually continue right into Hebrews 12:1, “Therefore,” 
or in view of all that has been said concerning the necessity for faith 
to live a life pleasing to God, “…let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us.” The narrative flows smoothly from chapter 10 to 12 
even if chapter 11 were omitted. Fortunately, the writer inserted this 
great chapter of faith in order to emphasize the absolute necessity for 
faith in God by illustrations from the Old Testament. What a thrill it is to 
see God’s hand in compiling the Bible as He used many different writ-

ers, over a long period of time, and still the message came together 
just right. There can be no doubt that God’s Word, the Bible, came 
into being and into proper order because “men spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). The Bible is 
God’s message to us. We can put complete faith in His promises just 
as the early believers did.

Many of these men and women of Old Testament times had noth-
ing but the promises of God on which to rest their faith without any vis-
ible evidence that these promises would be fulfilled. Despite this lack, 
God’s promises meant so much to them they built the whole course of 
their lives on them. They were so convinced that God could and would 
fulfill what He had promised that they lived as though they already had 
the promise fulfilled.

Isn’t that a challenge for us today? Look, for example, at Romans 
4:20-21 which speaks of God’s promise that Abraham and Sarah 
would have a son. Abraham  knew Sarah was too old, that the prom-
ise was against all human logic. Did he refuse to believe God? Not 
on your life. The Bible says, “Yet he did not waver through unbelief 
regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and 
gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do 
what he had promised.”

Believing that God has power to do what He promised means 
Christians can find comfort and experience deep peace even dur-
ing a disaster. Following the 6.6 magnitude earthquake in southern 
California in 1994 some elderly residents were evacuated from their 
damaged facility and moved into a public shelter. Earthquakes are 
frightening. The natural response is fear and panic when the earth 
shakes, buildings crumble and destruction is everywhere.

A television reporter interviewed several of the elderly residents. 
One lady, seated in a wheelchair, admitted her initial fear. When asked 
how she felt now that she was in a shelter, she said, “I know God is 
with Me. He keeps asking me, ‘Is anything too hard for Me?’ and I keep 
saying no, so I’m okay.” Her simple faith was touching and a real tes-
timony. She had obviously experienced other frightening times when 
she had depended on God’s faithfulness. In the midst of panic, shock, 
and fear as large aftershocks continued to rattle frayed nerves every 
few minutes, she was able to focus on God and to feel His presence. 
She definitely knew the Lord and had a strong faith in Him.

Hebrews 11:1-2 says, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope 
for and certain of what we do not see. This is what the ancients were 
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commended for.” These “ancients” as verse 2 calls them were indeed 
men and women of faith. As we examine the lives of the individuals 
listed in chapter 11 we will find that their faith simply meant taking God 
at His word and living their lives in the expectations of God’s promises. 
The result? Verse 2 says they had God’s approval. These early believ-
ers staked everything on God and history bears out that they were 
correct in doing so.

God the Creator

“By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s 
command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible” 
(Hebrews 11:3).

One of the important principles of faith is that it is not trust in the 
unknown but rather in the unseen. There is an important difference. 
We may know by faith what we cannot see with our eyes. Faith is the 
assurance and cer-tainty that “what we do not see” (verse 1) is in fact a 
reality. God, of course, is the supreme unseen reality of Whom we can 
be certain by faith. The writer of Hebrews uses the illustration of God’s 
work of creation in verse 3 as an argument that faith is the certainty “of 
what we do not see.”

We see the universe. It came into being by God’s command. By 
His word God created the world from nothing—there was no visible 
raw material. Genesis 1:2 says, “The earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters.” But how do we know this? By faith, says 
Hebrews. In fact, the book of Hebrews begins by saying God “has 
spoken to us by His Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom he made the universe” (Hebrews 1:2).

For ages the fact that God created by a spoken word as Genesis 
1 teaches has long been a problem for some thinkers. Why? Because 
man with his limited, puny mind cannot comprehend how the universe 
was formed without God using some preexisting material, or that it 
was “not made out of what was visible.”

If God created by a spoken word, and He did, then we must ad-
mit that the world is not eternal; the world did not produce itself. God 
existed before creation: He has no beginning. He has always existed 
as the Trinity: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. He is eternal. 
The Bible says Christ “is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers 
or authorities; all things were created by him and for him” (Colossians 
1:15-16). In His priestly prayer before going to the cross Jesus Christ 
said, “And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I 
had with you before the world began” (John 17:5, italics added). That 
God made the world by His word, that He used no existing materials, 
points out His power, as well as His unlimited knowledge and wisdom. 
While we can never comprehend God’s greatness, we can accept by 
faith the origin of the universe as recorded in Genesis 1. It is no ac-
cident that the writer of Hebrews referred to creation early in this faith 
chapter, for acceptance of the truth of His power will greatly influence 
our faith in God.

John 1:3-4 says God is the creator and source of all life: “Through 
him all things were made…In him was life, and that life was the light 
of men.” Mankind has received spiritual knowledge of this light, but 
because of sin and disobedience not all have been ready to receive 
the message. People everywhere may know God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ personally by faith. All may know that God is the 
creator but many have refused. The sad truth is that this refusal is 
not because of ignorance but is based on deliberate rejection of God. 
Each individual has been given a free will to either accept or reject 
Him. The first great truth concerning faith is to believe God is the cre-
ator and source of life. As His creation we are dependent upon Him for 
our very existence.

The Liberal Thinker

Today, unfortunately, the battle still goes on concerning what to 
teach our children about the origin of the universe. While this is not 
a question in the believer’s mind, secular society seems to be more 
verbal than ever in its insistence that the theory of evolution be taught 
and that the truth in Genesis 1 be completely omitted.

Some scientists point out that anyone who believes in the biblical 
account of creation is very naive because that concept requires faith. 
They, however, fail to admit they too arrive at their conclusions about 
the earth’s origin by faith. The difference is that the believer’s faith is 
based on God’s eternal truth and the non-believer’s faith is based on 
limited human knowledge.

Non-believers are under the influence of Satan, who from the 
beginning of time has attempted to persuade the human race to be in 
rivalry with God (see Genesis 3:1). We need to recognize that Satan is 
our enemy and he is out to destroy us (see 1 Peter 5:8). Another fac-
tor in the non-believer’s effort to explain the origin of the earth without 
God is that often a concept appears foolish to the natural man when 
it does not fit into his own preconceived ideas. If you refuse to admit 
that there is a God, then of course you cannot accept His creation of 
the world.

Fortunately, there are many scientists who believe in God and 
are quick to agree that God is the creator. As parents we need to be 
aware of what is taught in our school systems and fight for the truth. 
And no matter what is taught at school, be sure to teach your children 
the truth about our Creator God.

God Reaches Out to Man

Amazingly, our heavenly Father, who is holy and perfect, wants 
to have fellowship with us. That means our faith is not in a God who 
created the universe, set it in motion and now watches from afar in an 
uninvolved, disinterested manner waiting for us to fail. Isaiah 65:1b-2 
says “I was found by those who did not seek me. To a nation that did 
not call on my name, I said, ‘Here am I, here am I.’ All day long I have 
held out my hands to an obstinate people.” God has been saying, “Here 
am I,” throughout history. He said it to all the Old Testament prophets 
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until the mystery that was hidden, hinted at, and promised throughout 
the Old Testament was revealed to us through Jesus Christ.

Our faith is not in a God who acted only in the past, or who will act 
only in the future. We trust in the living Almighty God who by the Holy 
Spirit, came in the present tense—in the now—and says as He did in 
Isaiah, “Here am I.” He is still stretching out His hands to us as He did 
to the people of old. How can one refuse such a loving invitation?

The Apostle Paul speaks of God’s “eternal purpose which he 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In him and through faith in 
him we may approach God with freedom and confidence” (Ephesians 
3:11-12). The New Testament is filled with blessings and promises 
that believers may claim as their own through faith in Christ Jesus. Not 
only do we have freedom to approach our heavenly Father, but we 
are His children and co-heirs with Christ (see Romans 8:17). His Holy 
Spirit lives within each believer and we are temples of the Holy Spirit 
(see 1 Corinthians 3:16).

Humans are Unique

We have been created in God’s image (see Genesis 1:26-27) 
which means mankind is the highest of all God’s creation. Man (both 
male and female) is superior to animals for God has given him a body, 
soul and spirit. As God’s creation we are unique in that we are able to 
have communion and fellowship with Him. The psalmist says, “Know 
that the Lord has set apart the godly for himself; the Lord will hear 
when I call to him” (Psalm 4:3). The invitation from Christ Jesus is: “If 
anyone is thirsty, let him come to me” (John 7:37, see also Revelation 
3:20).

How thankful I am that not only are we able to have fellowship 
with Him, but He wants to have fellowship with us. The amazing truth 
is that the initiative for this fellowship begins with the Lord and not with 
us. Christ Jesus said, “You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last” (John 15:16).

The story is told of a widow living in England when Queen Victoria 
was on the throne. The widow was often taunted by her neighbors for 
her strong Christian witness. When Queen Victoria, who occasionally 
visited some of her subjects, arrived at the widow’s home, she stayed 
for a short time of Christian fellowship.

Needless to say, the visit created a stir in the neighborhood. Af-
ter the queen had gone and the widow was working in her garden 
her neighbors mockingly asked, “Granny, who is the most honored 
guest you’ve ever entertained in your home?” The expected answer 
was Jesus, for despite their taunts, they recognized her love for Him. 
“The most honored guest,” she said, “is Her Majesty the Queen.” 
“How about this Jesus you’re always talking about? Isn’t He your most 
honored guest?” Without hesitation she said, “No, indeed! He’s not a 
guest. He lives here.” The hecklers had no further comments.

The widow had beautifully defined fellowship with her Lord. Sec-
ond Corinthians 6:16 says, “For we are the temple of the living God. 
As God has said: ‘I will live with them and walk among them, and I will 
be their God, and they will be my people.’”

The Faith of Cain and Abel

The first name on the list of the Hall of Faith is Abel. He and his 
brother, Cain, were the sons of Adam and Eve. Abel was a shepherd 
and Cain was a farmer raising crops.

After Adam and Eve yielded to temptation in the Garden of Eden, 
sin came into God’s perfect world. They were banished from the gar-
den and the wonderful fellowship they had enjoyed with God was no 
longer possible. God, however, opened a way for people to come back 
into relationship with Him and worship Him. That way was through 
sacrifice in which atoning blood was shed. The sacrifice expressed 
faith in what God said in Hebrews 9:22b, “and without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness.”

“By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By 
faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well 
of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead” 
(Hebrews 11:4).

Genesis 4:3-5 says, “In the course of time Cain brought some of 
the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord. But Abel brought fat por-
tions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor 
on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look 
with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.” Abel 
lived by faith, and as a true believer—“a righteous man”—he brought 
the required sacrifice that reflected his faith. Cain, in contrast, brought 
the works of his hands.

Throughout the Old Testament, the sacrificial lamb was offered 
by people looking forward in faith to a future time when someone was 
coming who would be “the Lamb.” All those who lived before the time 
of Christ entered into relationship with Him through faith in the com-
ing One. It was the coming death of Christ that cleansed them from 
the guilt of their sin before God, and the sacrificial lambs they offered 
were only a picture of the sacrifice of Christ which would someday 
take place. John 1:29 tells us that when John the Baptist saw Jesus 
coming toward him he said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!”

The way to please God has not changed—it is still by faith. Ephe-
sians 2:8-9 tells us, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, 
so that no-one can boast.” By faith Abel was accepted by God, and 
God did not permit the record of his faith to die with him. By faith, says 
the Bible, Abel “still speaks, even though he is dead” (Hebrews 11:4). 
And all of us still need to listen.

The Faith of Enoch

“By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experi-
ence death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away” 
(Hebrews 11:5). There are very few details or even references to 
Enoch in the Bible. A beautiful summary of his biography is recorded 
in Genesis 5:24: “Enoch walked with God.”

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.



16 Joy of Living Bible Studies16

I love the description given by a little girl concerning Enoch. She 
said Enoch and God were walking and talking one day. They had such 
a good time together they just walked and walked. Suddenly, they 
realized how far they were from Enoch’s home. The little girl ended her 
story by saying, “So God told Enoch, ‘It’s too far back to your house. 
You will have to come home with Me.’ And Enoch did.”

Genesis 5:22 says, “Enoch walked with God 300 years and had 
other sons and daughters.” Hebrews 11:5 adds more information: “Be-
fore he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.” 
Whether we hear Enoch’s life story from the Bible or paraphrased in 
the words of a trusting child, his life could be described as a beautiful 
life of faith.

The Bible records only two people who did not experience death, 
namely Enoch and Elijah. But whether we go by death as did all the 
other believers before us, or whether we are living on earth when 
Christ returns to take His Church home, we have the assurance that 
one day we, too, shall experience meeting the Lord face-to-face (see 
1 Corinthians 15:51-52 and 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).

The distinguishing fact of Enoch’s life was that he “walked with 
God” and was known as a man who pleased God. His life is an exam-
ple of faith and a model of daily fellowship with God. Enoch’s life was 
not hidden away in some remote ivory tower. He lived at a time when 
sin and corruption were everywhere. What was his secret for pleas-
ing God? Hebrews 11:6 spells it out: “Without faith it is impossible to 
please God.” If Enoch could resist the temptations of his day and keep 
his eyes focused by faith on God, we should also be able to trust the 
Lord, for as believers we have the power of the Holy Spirit within us. 
God does not change and neither does the sinful nature of man. Yes, 
society today is very corrupt, but it has usually been so throughout his-
tory. Sin and temptations are at every hand but we have a great God 
in whom we may place our trust.

Points to Ponder

What about your faith and mine? Hebrews 11:6 says, “And with-
out faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes 
to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who ear-
nestly seek him.” The Bible tells us in Psalm 14:1 that only a fool says, 
“There is no God.” This is because “since the creation of the world 
God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so 
that men are without excuse.” Merely believing God exists is not faith. 
The second part of Hebrews 11:6 tells us that we must also believe 
“that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” God promises us, 
“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart” 
(Jeremiah 29:13).

Ask yourself, “Am I seeking God with all my heart? Have I turned 
from going my own way without Him? Have I put my trust in Jesus 
Christ to take away my sin? Am I conscious of Him in the routine activi-
ties of my daily life, not just when emergencies arise and I’m backed 
against the wall with no way out? Do I spend time with Him, reading 
and thinking about His Word and being obedient to Him?”

The steps for walking by faith in deep commitment are: (1) to 
believe He exists, (2) to believe that God responds to anyone who sin-
cerely seeks Him, (3) to claim by faith the redemption the Lord Jesus 
Christ has provided, (4) to sincerely believe God’s promises are true 
and then (5) to claim those promises for your own life.

Each person must acknowledge that he or she is a sinner. Ro-
mans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
God, however, has provided a remedy: “For the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 
6:23). By claiming Christ as Savior we receive another privilege: “To 
all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God” (John 1:12). The Apostle Paul said, 
“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new 
has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). With the foundation given by these 
Scriptural truths, you too can walk with God and have fellowship with 
Him.
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

 ɶ Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.
 ɶ Use only the Bible for your answers.
 ɶ Write your answers and the verses you used.
 ɶ Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.
 ɶ Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the commentary on Hebrews 11:1-6.

1. What helpful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Hebrews 11:1-6, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did 
you choose to apply to your life?

2. The suggested memory verse is Hebrews 11:6, or choose another verse that was meaningful to you. Write it down and post it in a prominent 
place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 11:7.

1. What do you learn from Hebrews 11:7?

2. a. Read Genesis 6:5-8. How does verse 5 describe world conditions in Noah’s day?

b. What were God’s feelings about these conditions? (verse 6)

c. What did God say He would do? (verse 7)

d. What was Noah’s relationship with God according to Genesis 6:8?

3. Challenge: Noah listened and obeyed God “when warned about things not yet seen”—the flood that would come in judgment of sin. We also 
have been warned that Jesus, the “Son of Man,” will some day return to earth in judgment. Read Matthew 24:36-39. How do these verses 
compare the days of Noah with the time when Jesus, the “Son of Man,” will return to earth?

4. Since we have been warned that Jesus will return, what are we to do according to the following verses?

Matthew 24:42

Titus 2:11-13

1 Peter 1:6-7
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1 John 2:28

5. Personal: The ark was a place of refuge for Noah to save him and his family from the catastrophe of the flood and is a perfect picture of Christ, 
our “ark” of safety. Have you listened to the warning and entered the “ark” which Jesus provided for your salvation through His death and 
resurrection? If not, now is the time to acknowledge your need and to ask Him to save you from sin. What does John 1:12 promise to those 
who receive Christ?

Third Day: Review Hebrews 11:7.

1. a. Review Hebrews 11:1. How did this verse define faith?

b. How does verse 7a say Noah demonstrated faith as described in verse 1 when he was “warned about things not yet seen”?

2. Challenge: The word fear in verse 7 means “to act with reverence” because of who God is. How do the following Scriptures help you under-
stand what it means to fear the Lord?

Psalm 147:11

Proverbs 8:13

Jeremiah 32:40

Hebrews 12:28-29

3. Hebrews 11:7 says, “By his faith [Noah] condemned the world.” In other words his daily life demonstrated that he believed God, therefore 
others had no excuse for not believing. What descriptive words does the Apostle Paul use in the following verses to remind us that our lives 
send a message to others?

2 Corinthians 2:14

2 Corinthians 3:2-3

4. Hebrews 11:7 says Noah became an “heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.” How do we become God’s heirs according to Titus 3:4-
7?

5. Personal: Read Romans 8:16-17. Are you a co-heir with Christ? If so, what does this mean to you? Write a poem, prayer, or sentence express-
ing your thoughts.

Fourth Day: Read Genesis 6:8-9.

1. How do these verses describe Noah’s life?
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2. a. The characteristics of Noah’s life are those Christians want in their lives as well. Read the following verses. What power source is available 
to Christians so that we need not depend on our own strength for a life of faith?

 John 14:16-17

 Acts 1:8

b. Walking with God can also be expressed as living in Him. According to Colossians 2:6-7 how are we able to walk with God?

c. Personal: If you feel you have not depended upon the Holy Spirit to help you walk with God, pray and ask God to help you do so. Write 
down your prayer here.

3. Challenge: The following Scriptures all have instructions for our walk with God. In your own words write down an instruction from each one.

Romans 12:9-12

Philippians 2:14-15

James 4:7-8

4. Read Genesis 7:1. What did God say to Noah that indicates He was pleased with this godly man?

5. From Genesis 6:22 and 7:5 what evidence do you find that indicates Noah believed God?

6. Personal: Often our natural human inclinations run counter to what God calls us to do in His Word. Has God been calling you to obey Him in 
any particular area of your life? Ask Him to help you by giving you both the desire and the ability to obey Him in this matter.

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 11:7.

1. By faith and “in holy fear” Noah built an ark to save his family from destruction. The flood is an important incident in the history of redemption. 
How does Jesus Christ say He is our place of safety or “ark” in the following verses?

John 10:29

John 14:6

2. In view of God’s judgment by sending the flood, people often say the Old Testament describes God as a harsh judge. How do the following 
verses refute that concept?

Psalm 145:8-9
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Jeremiah 31:3

3. God is a loving Father but He cannot overlook sin forever—it must be punished. What do the following verses say about God and His judgment 
of sin?

Psalm 9:7-8

Acts 17:30-31

4. Challenge: By faith and obedience to God Noah “built an ark to save his family”—he made provision for his family to escape God’s judgment. 
Christian parents will want to do this as well by teaching their children to walk with God. Read Deuteronomy 6:5-9. What is the challenge to 
us in these verses? List the ways these verses urge us to model our commitment to God.

5. These commands may be applied to our lives as they touch any person around us, not just our children. Read Colossians 4:6. How does this 
verse challenge you to allow your every-day words to draw others to the knowledge of Christ?

6. Personal: What could you do differently in order to obey these commands given in Deuteronomy and Colossians? Ask God to help you make 
these changes, and to show you His opportunities as they arise.

Sixth Day: Read Genesis 8:1-20.

1. How did Noah know when it was time to come out of the ark? (Genesis 8:15-17)

2. What did Noah do after he and his family came out into a clean world? (Genesis 8:20)

3. a. According to Genesis 9:11-12 what covenant or promise did God make to Noah and all future generations?

b. What is the sign of that covenant that is still evident today? (Genesis 9:13)

4. God judged the world of Noah’s day with a flood. Read 2 Peter 3:3-7 which warns of another judgment coming for unbelievers. How will the 
earth be destroyed in the coming judgment?

5. How can we, like Noah, warn others of this judgment and their need for a Savior? Read Mark 16:15-16.

6. Personal: If you have asked Jesus to be your Savior, you have already received the gift of the Holy Spirit who lives within you, and you have 
the power to be a witness for God wherever you go. Ask God to give you opportunities to do this with people you come into contact with every 
day.
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The Faith of Noah — Hebrews 11:7

Do you have a favorite Bible version that speaks to your heart in a 
special way? The story is told of four clergymen who were discussing 
the merits of their favorite versions. One liked the King James because 
of its simple, beautiful English. Another named his favorite and said he 
liked it because it was more literal and closer to the original Hebrew 
and Greek. The third liked his favorite because of its up-to-date vocab-
ulary. The fourth was silent. When asked his opinion he said, “I liked 
my mother’s translation best.” The three expressed surprise: “Your 
mother translated a Bible?” “Yes,” he said, “she did. She translated it 
into life, and it is the most convincing translation I ever saw.”

Christian parents are responsible before God to teach their chil-
dren, through both their actions and their words, values based on 
God’s Word. Blessed indeed is the child who learns from his/her par-
ents that the only way to God is through Jesus Christ’s redemptive 
work.

Noah’s World

The next personality listed in Hebrews chapter 11 is Noah. Even 
the most biblically unlearned person is usually able to identify him as 
the man who built an ark. We want to dig deeper into the biblical record 
because Noah’s life and faith have many rich truths for us.

In the book What the Bible Is All About by Henrietta C. Mears, the 
author points out an important truth when she says that the account 
of the flood is not in the Bible because it is startling or interesting. It is 
there because it is an incident in the history of redemption taught in 
God’s Word. Dr. Mears further points out that the ark was a place of 
refuge for Noah, to save him and his family from the catastrophe of the 
flood and is a perfect picture of Christ, our “ark” of safety.

For a better understanding of the difficulties Noah faced and the 
faith he exhibited, we need to look at conditions in the world in which 
Noah lived. Genesis 6:5,11-12 says, “The Lord saw how great man’s 
wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time…Now the earth was 
corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. God saw how corrupt 
the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their 
ways.” Depravity was everywhere.

We look at the evil that is running rampant throughout the world at 
this present time and are appalled at it, but in the midst of all the evil, 

God still has countless numbers of His children doing what is good and 
right. However, in the days of Noah, out of all the people on the face 
of the earth, there was only one man, Noah, who believed God and 
did what was right. God’s “heart was filled with pain” (Genesis 6:6) at 
the tragic destruction sin had produced. His magnificent creation had 
become marred by sin, and humanity, who had been created in His 
image, now continually plotted evil. 

 As a result God said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, 
from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move 
along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have 
made them” (Genesis 6:7). 

Although the Lord was displeased with mankind, “Noah found 
favor in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 6:8). He was a man of faith—
“And without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6). Gen-
esis 6:9 says he was “a righteous man, blameless among the people 
of his time,” and he walked faithfully with God.

Noah’s Faith

Hebrews 11:7a says, “By faith Noah, when warned about things 
not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family.” Put yourself 
into Noah’s sandals when he was “warned about things not yet seen.” 
What was it that Noah needed to accept by faith? First, when God said 
He would “bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life” (Genesis 
6:17), Noah must have been baffled. A catastrophe of this magnitude, 
a deluge that would sweep over the earth, had never been known 
before. Second, building an ark that was three stories high must have 
seemed preposterous. Yet God spelled out specific measurements. 
The ark was to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high (Gen-
esis 6:15). How would you like to see that construction take shape in 
your backyard? The ark had neither masts, rudder, nor sails. Never-
theless, Noah demonstrated faith in God’s command and began to 
build the ark despite the things not seen.

Look again at Hebrews 11:7a and notice that Noah “in holy fear 
built an ark to save his family.” The word fear here has a different con-
notation than that of fright. W. E. Vine, in his dictionary of New Testa-
ment words, defines fear as “moved with Godly fear” or “to act with 
reverence” because of who God is. Simply put, Noah believed God. 
How do we know? He obeyed Him. He did what God had instructed. 
His was “the obedience that comes from faith” (Romans 1:5)
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There was no way that Noah and his family could have been 
saved from destruction except by following God’s plan for their salva-
tion and building the ark to the precise dimensions of God’s design. 
God is the author of salvation. The instruction He has given for our 
salvation is that the Lord Jesus Christ is the way. “Salvation is found 
in no-one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men 
by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Have you placed your faith in 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ?

The Flood

Noah’s family including his wife, three sons and their wives went 
into the ark. Representative pairs of all animals and living things of the 
earth were also taken into the ark in obedience to God’s commands, 
and God closed the door.

When the flood came it was no ordinary flood. Subterranean 
waters that had been confined below the surface of the earth on the 
second day of creation were released. Water gushed out of the depth 
of the earth as “all the springs of the great deep burst forth,” and the 
earth was inundated from above as “the floodgates of the heavens 
were opened” (Genesis 7:11). Relentlessly, for forty days and forty 
nights an enormous cloudburst continued.

Through the disaster, God’s plan and purpose were executed. 
The flood completely destroyed sinful mankind but God’s chosen ones 
were safe in the ark.

“On the seventeenth day of the seventh month” (Genesis 8:4) 
the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat, but Noah had to 
wait for the floodwaters to completely recede and the earth to dry out. 
Although the term “one hundred fifty days” is repeated several times in 
this passage, if you compare Genesis 7:11 to Genesis 8:13-14 you will 
see that Noah was in the ark for about one year. After this long period 
of time God gave the command to come out of the ark, and the family 
stepped out onto a clean earth ready for a new beginning.

Again we have a parallel for Christian salvation. Our ark is Jesus 
Christ. When we come to Him we become new: “If anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 Corin-
thians 5:17). After God saved Noah and his family by way of the ark, 
He commanded them to come out. In the same way, having saved us 
by way of the ark of Jesus Christ, He sends us out into a new life that 
bears the fruit of service, witness and commitment through the power 
of His Spirit within us.

After the ark was emptied of all its inhabitants, Noah expressed 
his deep gratitude and thanksgiving for God’s mercy. In sincere wor-
ship he built an altar and offered sacrifices to God. God then made 
a covenant, or promise, never again to destroy the earth by a flood. 
From that day onward the sign of this covenant, the rainbow, took on 
new meaning for all mankind as a visible reminder of our heavenly 
Father’s love, mercy and grace.

Noah’s Witness

The last part of Hebrews 11:7 says Noah “condemned the world 
and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.” In other 
words, he was a witness by his life as well as by his verbal message. 
We can be sure that because Noah dared to stand against the immoral 
practices of his day, he was not a popular figure. No doubt he was 
hated and persecuted because of his devotion to God and his endless 
message of warning. Nevertheless, he was God’s man of the hour in 
one of history’s worst crises and he faithfully obeyed God because he 
trusted Him.

Often we are tempted not to witness, to speak out about God’s 
truth, because we feel the situation is hopeless. One of the great evan-
gelists of the 1960s was Gert Behanna. Before she found the Lord, 
Gert was an alcoholic, on drugs and suicidal. She was married and 
divorced three times and had everything money could buy. At a dinner 
party one night she was seated next to Christians, Tom and Blanche 
Page. With fiendish delight Gert tried to shock them by telling her life’s 
story: how bad she was and what a mess her life was in. At last, Tom, 
an advertising executive, calmly said, “Gert, you’ve had a tough life. 
Why don’t you just turn it over to the Lord?”

Gert was indignant and disgusted. “What? You mean like asking 
a redcap to take my bags?” Although she did not accept the challenge 
that night, Mr. and Mrs. Page kept in touch and wrote to her, prayed 
and sent helpful books.

Finally, Gert knelt beside her bed and asked the Lord to take 
over: “Take all the bags I’ve carried, my life, the whole thing,” and 
He did. Gert Behanna wrote The Late Liz, a book that sold millions of 
copies, and though she was in her fifties she spent the rest of her life 
as a traveling evangelist telling the world of her wonderful Lord. When 
she by faith trusted Christ, Gert Behanna received the gift of Christ’s 
righteousness that God gives to all who believe: “This righteousness 
from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe” (Ro-
mans 3:22).

Noah believed that God would judge the earth and he acted in 
obedience. By such faith he and his family were not destroyed and 
he “became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith” (Hebrews 
11:7). The good news is that as Christians we are also heirs of God 
and co-heirs with Christ (see Romans 8:16-17).

God’s Warning to Us

Noah displayed many aspects of faith that we need to take se-
riously and apply to our own lives. To summarize, Noah knew God 
personally, and his life modeled his belief—not only to his family, but 
to others as he walked with God (Genesis 6:9). By faith he paid strict 
attention to God’s commands and obeyed even when he did not fully 
understand. And because of his obedience he and his family were 
saved from destruction.

How is your own spiritual life? Do you know the Lord Jesus as 
your Savior? The Bible says that everyone needs a Savior from sin 
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(see Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:23). If you do not know Jesus Christ as 
your Savior, simply tell God your need, confess your sins and believe 
the Lord’s promise: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 
1:9). After accepting Christ and becoming a child of God the Bible 
says, “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).

God warns us that everyone will one day meet Him face-to-face, 
either by death or when He returns to earth (see Revelation 1:7). John 
3:3-6 warns that only those who have accepted Jesus Christ as Sav-
ior, who have been “born again” by the Holy Spirit’s power, will be per-
mitted into God’s kingdom. We don’t know when the Lord will return to 
earth but He warns us to be ready to meet Him (see Matthew 24:44). 
God gave the people of Noah’s day a warning before the coming judg-
ment. In speaking of Jesus’ return 2 Peter 3:14-15 says, “Dear friends, 
while you are waiting for these things to happen, make every effort to 
live a pure and blameless life. And be at peace with God. And remem-
ber, the Lord is waiting so that people have time to be saved” (NLT). 
One of the best ways to demonstrate love to your family and friends is 
to share the truth about Jesus Christ with them, so that they can also 
be ready to meet the Lord.

Christian Families

What Christian parent does not want the best for his/her child in 
every phase of the child’s life? We want to lead them to accept Christ 
as their own Savior and Lord, to learn to know God, and to grow in 
Him. Like Noah, Christian parents want their children to be saved from 
eternal punishment. A vital factor in training our children is to model 
our faith. Do your children know by your daily habits that you love the 
Lord? Are they aware that the Bible has a special place in your deci-
sions and in your life?

Some young people have a difficult time in their relationship with 
the Lord because they have had poor relations with their own fathers. 
A group of first graders were asked to draw a picture of God and there 
were the usual childish drawings. The most impressive was a fairly 
good drawing of a modern-day man complete with suit and tie. When 
questioned the young artist said, “Well—I don’t know what God looks 
like—so I just drew a picture of my daddy.” What a beautiful compli-
ment for that father.

Sadly, life is often filled with difficulties and hardships. Families 
fall apart due to financial pressures, tragedies, lack of communication, 
sexual infidelity, or some other problem. The list seems endless. The 
good news is: God is still in control and He is greater than any evil in 
this world. You and your family can survive with God’s guidance and 
your “survival manual,” the Bible.

But, you say, “We have so little time. We both work outside the 
home.” Or as a single parent you may feel everything is resting on your 
shoulders and you can’t take on any more. But remember that you are 
not doing this on your own strength, but through the power of the Holy 
Spirit within you. Deuteronomy 6:1-9 says that teaching in the home 
means using the natural times that arise whenever you are together to 

talk about God and model His ways. A good learning situation is where 
Christian truths may be “caught” as well as “taught.”

Notice that Deuteronomy 6:5 begins with a challenge to adults: 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength.” Once again we see parents are to be the role 
model. Nowhere in this Scripture does it suggest that with a huge Bible 
in hand and in somber voice you are to reprimand. Rather, it is very 
natural: “Talk about” — not preach or lecture — God’s commands. As 
the family gathers around the dinner table talk about the day’s events. 
Capitalize on learning opportunities that may come up. Above all, be 
human. Don’t be afraid to laugh, relax and enjoy the conversation. 
The Bible says, “A cheerful heart is good medicine” (Proverbs 17:22). 
Share some of your own experiences of the day, both the humorous 
and the serious.

Deuteronomy continues with a natural home atmosphere for 
training: Impress God’s truths “when you walk” (while doing dishes or 
other chores) “when you sit in your home” (be available), “when you lie 
down.” What better way to end the day than to tuck your children into 
bed with a prayer and a kiss to make sure all problems of the day have 
been resolved. Regardless of their age, don’t allow trouble to grow, 
fester, or set in concrete.

Spiritual Priorities

The first priority, of course, is that the Lord is the Head of our 
homes. In addition, let me list several priorities. Perhaps these will 
suggest others to you.

Time
I know that is a sore spot for many. Time is a priceless commod-

ity. The secular world says: “Time is money.” Each of us must decide 
how we will use the twenty-four hours a day allotted to us. Ephesians 
5:16 urges us to make the most of every opportunity. Even though you 
are under great pressure, let your family know that you take time for 
prayer and Bible reading and that you are available to them.

One example of the importance of making time for our loved ones 
is that of the nineteenth-century political diplomat, Charles F. Adams, 
an extremely busy man. One day he did take time off to be with his 
son. At the end of the day Adams wrote in his diary: “Went fishing with 
Brook today—a day wasted.” Brook Adams also made an entry in his 
own diary, which is still in existence: “Went fishing with my father—the 
most wonderful day of my life!”

Love
Love is an absolute priority in every home and it must be both 

demonstrated and expressed. Read 1 Corinthians 13 and note all of 
its characteristics such as “love never fails”; “it is not rude” and “the 
greatest of [faith, hope, and love] is love.”

Standards
Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train a child in the way he should go, and 

when he is old he will not turn from it.” God explains to us what this 
“way” is in Genesis 18:19, “For I have chosen him, so that he will direct 
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his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by 
doing what is right and just.” Also, notice the child is to be trained “in 
the way he should go” not in the way to fit your dreams. God creates 
each individual as a unique person with his/her own abilities and gifts. 
As well as training the child in the ways of the Lord, allow these gifts to 
develop even if your child chooses a career different than the one you 
had hoped for. The important thing to teach your children is that the 
Bible contains standards for daily living.

Respect
Children need to learn they are special because God created 

them in His image. They also need to know that because you love 
them, you must discipline them. God has made you responsible for 
their well being and training. Ephesians 6:1, “Children, obey your par-
ents in the Lord, for this is right,” has a companion verse of instruction 
to parents—Ephesians 6:4: “Do not exasperate your children; instead, 
bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”

Points to Ponder

After examining the account of Noah’s faith we might describe a 
faith life as one in which we live according to what we actually believe 
God says. Because He is God, our heavenly Father, we want to be 
obedient to His commands. If we do, then we will not only praise God 
for the gift of eternal life for ourselves, but we will reach out to our 
loved ones, our friends and others with the news of God’s goodness. 
We want to be like Noah, who demonstrated his faith in God in every 
phase of his daily life.
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

 ɶ Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.
 ɶ Use only the Bible for your answers.
 ɶ Write your answers and the verses you used.
 ɶ Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.
 ɶ Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the commentary on the faith of Noah (Hebrews 11:7).

1. What helpful or new thought did you find in the commentary on the faith of Noah (Hebrews 11:7), or from your teacher’s lecture? What per-
sonal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2. The suggested memory verse is 1 Corinthians 16:13, or choose another verse that was meaningful to you. Write it down and post it in a 
prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 11:8-10.

1. By faith Abraham obeyed God and left his home to follow Him. What information was missing in God’s command that required Abraham to put 
great faith in God?

2. Challenge: Compare Hebrews 11:1 and 8. How did Abraham’s actions show he had faith concerning what he didn’t see?

3. According to Acts 7:2 where was Abraham living when God first appeared to him?

Note: Don’t be confused about the names in the following passages. God changed Abram and Sarai’s names to Abraham and Sarah in Genesis 
17:5,15, and that is how they are referred to in the New Testament.

4. a. Read Genesis 12:1. Abraham’s faith and obedience to God’s call meant a big change in his life. What does this verse say God had asked 
him to leave behind?

b. According to Genesis 11:31, who traveled with Abraham when going from Ur (a city located in the country of Mesopotamia) to Canaan, 
even though God had said Abraham was to leave his relatives? Did Abraham go all the way to the promised land at this time?

5. Personal: Sometimes we become discouraged because we think the men and women in the Bible always obeyed completely and immediately 
became mature giants of faith. Just as Abraham at first did not fully obey God’s command to leave his relatives and go all the way to the land 
God would show him, we sometimes drag our feet at doing all of what the Lord asks of us. Is there anything the Lord is asking of you to which 
you have been slow to respond? Why not pray about it now, and ask God to give you the faith to do what he asks?
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Third Day: Review Hebrews 11:8-10.

1. What action words does Hebrews 11:8 use to describe God’s call to Abraham and Abraham’s response?

2. a. What does Joshua 24:2 say about the religion of Abraham’s father and other relatives in Ur?

b. Faith calls for separation. Abraham was called to separate himself from idolatry to faith in the living God. What do the following verses call 
us to be separated from?

 Isaiah 55:7

 2 Corinthians 6:16-17

3. a. By faith Abraham obeyed God’s call to separate himself from idolatry—from the pattern of the world around him. According to Romans 
12:1-2 what does the Lord ask us to do?

b. Romans says we are to “be transformed by the renewing of” our minds. How can we do this? Read the following verses to help you de-
cide.

 Psalm 119:15

 John 17:17

 Colossians 3:2

4. Challenge: Our goal as Christians should be that we learn to know God better so that we become mature in our faith. How do the following 
verses say we can pursue this goal?

Ephesians 4:11-15

1 Peter 2:2-3

5. Personal: Where is your heart and your mind? Are you constantly thinking about the things of this world, “the cravings of sinful man, the lust of 
his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does” (1 John 2:16), or do you spend time thinking about God and talking to Him? What steps 
can you take to improve your spiritual life?

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 11:8-10.

1. a. When God commanded Abraham to leave his homeland, what did God promise to do for him? Read Genesis 12:2-3.

b. How did Abraham respond? (Genesis 12:4a)
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2. a. Not only does faith call for separation from sin, faith also calls for obedience. What does Jesus say about obedience in John 14:23?

b. Personal: Rather than trying to obey God because we should, we can obey him joyfully because we love Him. If you struggle to obey God 
in any area of your life, why not pray now and ask Him to help you? He loves you so much as His child—He will do it!

3. What phrases in Hebrews 11:9-10 indicate Abraham never had a permanent home in the promised land? Why do these verses say he was 
willing to live this way?

4. a. Read Genesis 12:6-7. When Abraham arrived in the promised land, what promise did God make to Abraham at Shechem? (verse 7a)

b. How did Abraham respond to God’s appearance to him? (verse 7b)

5. When God made the promises to Abraham about his descendants in Genesis 12:2-7, did Abraham have even one child at that time? Read 
Acts 7:4-5.

6. a. Faith in God means we believe that He will keep His promises. What promises have been given to all who have turned to God through the 
Lord Jesus Christ?

 John 3:36

 Ephesians 3:12

b. Personal: Which of the above promises means the most to you today? Why?

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 11:8-10.

1. If our faith wavers at times and we are faithless, what wonderful assurance does the Bible promise? See 2 Timothy 2:11-13.

2. Abraham made mistakes in his walk with God just as we do. What assurance do these Scriptures offer that God does not give up on us despite 
failures?

Psalm 86:5

Ephesians 1:7-8

3. a. Read Acts 7:2-4. Although God had promised to show Abraham a land where he was to live, where did Abraham settle down after he left 
Ur in Mesopotamia, the land of the Chaldeans? (verse 4a)

b. When did he leave this place and continue on to the promised land? (verse 4b)

4. a. According to Hebrews 11:9 Abraham’s descendants were heirs with him of the same promise from God. What specific prophecy did God 
give Abraham in Acts 7:6 concerning the treatment of Abraham’s descendants?
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b. In Acts 7:7 God said He would punish the nation whom Abraham’s descendants served as slaves. How did God say the descendants 
would respond after they came out of that country?

5. Abraham’s descendants, God’s chosen people, went through difficult times before they finally arrived in the promised land and worshipped 
God there. What reasons do the following verses give for God’s people to worship and praise Him?

Psalm 95:6-7a

Psalm 145:3-9

6. Personal: Do you trust that God will not give up on you even if you sometimes fail Him? Do you trust that He will take you through the difficult 
time you face today or that you may face tomorrow? This is a wonderful reason to worship and praise Him. Write a prayer of praise and wor-
ship to God here.

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 11:8-10.

1. After Abraham and his family arrived in the promised land, what situation did they face there and what action did he take? Read Genesis 
12:10. 

2. Read Genesis 12:11-20. In Egypt what did Abraham ask Sarah to do that indicates his faith or trust in God’s power to protect him faltered? 
What was the result?

3. When faced with difficult or fearful situations we often look for natural means to help or protect ourselves. What do the following verses say 
about this?

Psalm 33:16-17

Psalm 20:7

Proverbs 3:5-6

4. What are some of the promises that Isaiah 40:28-31 gives to those who hope in the Lord instead of relying on their own strength and plans?

5. Personal: What difficult situation are you facing today? Have you been trying to solve it using your own knowledge and understanding? Have 
you forgotten to seek and trust the Lord? Why not pray right now for God’s guidance and for the faith to follow His leading?

6. Share your memory verse with others and tell how it has encouraged you.
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The Faith of Abraham—Hebrews 11:8-10

One day while traveling in Iraq with a tour group our destination 
was Ur of the Chaldeans, a place I had long associated with Abraham. 
Our bus came to a stop in an area of wide open spaces. The only sight 
of interest was the ruin of an ancient Mesopotamian temple called a 
ziggurat. It had been a tower made up of a pyramidal structure with 
outside staircases that led to a shrine at the top. At the shrine the 
ancient Mesopotamians worshiped a moon god.

As I and fellow travelers climbed the restored steps of the zig-
gurat I was reminded that it was in this land where God came into 
Abraham’s life with a divine call: “Leave your country, your people and 
your father’s household and go to the land I will show you” (Genesis 
12:1). Hebrews 11:8 says “By faith Abraham, when called…obeyed.”

Hall of Faith Continues

We have considered faith in the lives of Abel, who “was com-
mended as a righteous man;” Enoch, who “was commended as one 
who pleased God;” (verse 4) and Noah, who “built an ark to save his 
family” and who “became heir of…righteousness” (verse 7). Now we 
will examine the faith of Abraham, a man known as a friend of God 
(see James 2:23). Pretty impressive role models, right? If you are get-
ting the feeling that the spiritual standing of these people was much 
higher than yours, just remember it was the object of their faith—the 
Almighty God—who made the difference in their lives. All four of these 
men took God at His word, believed His promises, then acted upon 
the promises.

As we look at the lives of the early patriarchs of faith we need to 
realize that we are not to walk in our own strength. The first step, as 
mentioned in previous lessons, is to accept Christ Jesus as Savior 
and Lord. Then, as the Bible promises, it is “Christ in you” (Colossians 
1:27) who leads each of us to walk in faith. Philippians 2:13 says, 
“It is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good 
purpose.” We are the channels but Christ is the power living through 
each one.

The encouraging truth is that the Bible does not present biblical 
personalities as perfect but as the human beings they really were with 
all their failures. We will be able to identify with Abraham in many 
respects. Abraham trusted God but he also doubted at times. Despite 
correct motives, he sometimes chose the wrong methods to meet 

a challenge. He had fears and faced some of the same battles we 
encounter in our daily walk with God but Abraham’s faith grew and 
became stronger.

Abraham’s Call

In its day, Abraham’s hometown, the ancient city of Ur, was one 
of the most important cities in the world. A busy commercial center, Ur 
was located in the country of Mesopotamia (known today as Iraq) on 
the Persian Gulf bordered by the Euphrates River.

Abraham’s father, Terah, was a shepherd and the rich grazing 
land surrounding Ur was his home. Joshua 24:2 says Abraham’s fa-
ther “worshipped other gods.” From this pagan vicinity, God chose 
Abraham to leave all and follow Him. Put yourself into Abraham’s 
situation. He was living in a progressive, comfortable metropolis when 
he received a command from the living God, who was not even ac-
knowledged by his family or by most people who lived in Ur. Can you 
imagine the reaction of Abraham’s family and friends? No doubt there 
were a few raised eyebrows when he announced he and his family 
were leaving Ur in obedience to the voice of God. Furthermore, he was 
to leave and go to an unknown destination. What did Abraham do? 
He obeyed. As a matter of fact, obedience was an action that played 
a prominent role in Abraham’s life. His obedience was an outward 
evidence of his inner faith. He took God at His word.

Faith, manifest by obedience, always calls for separation. Abra-
ham was called from Ur to separate from paganism and idolatry. The 
Lord calls us to come to Him and to reject a life of sin: “Let the wicked 
forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the 
Lord, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely 
pardon” (Isaiah 55:7).

Romans 10:17 says, “Faith comes from hearing the message, 
and the message is heard through the word of Christ. God calls. We 
hear. We believe. We obey. We receive.

God’s call to us is to receive eternal life. Jesus Christ, by His 
redemptive work, has paid the price for our salvation (see Mark 10:45; 
John 3:16; Romans 5:8). Salvation is a gift to us from God that we 
need to receive—it will change our lives. If we believe we obey by 
receiving this gift.

Once you have received Christ, John 3:36 says, “Whoever be-
lieves in the Son has”—notice he already has—“eternal life, but who-
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ever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.” 
Furthermore, the Lord Jesus said, “I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10). By faith and obedience every-
one may receive eternal, full life from our heavenly Father.

The bottom line is that we are always at the receiving end. The 
Bible says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shift-
ing shadows” (James 1:17).

Does God Still Call Today?

Abraham’s call from God was unique in that Abraham’s call would 
affect all mankind. God promised that because of Abraham’s faithful-
ness “all peoples on earth will be blessed” through him (Genesis 12:3). 
That promise became a reality. Abraham was the father of the Jewish 
nation and eventually from that nation came the Lord Jesus Christ 
(see Matthew 1), in whom all people of the earth may find reconcilia-
tion, redemption and forgiveness of sin.

Does God still call people into His service today? Absolutely. 
Once we have responded to God’s call and by faith received the gift 
of eternal life, God calls us to continue to live a life of faith.  “So then, 
just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him...” 
(Col. 2:6)

Abraham was asked to leave the safety and security of his home-
land and go into a situation that was unfamiliar and obscure. God still 
calls people to leave the security they have known, both physical and 
financial, and to follow Him by faith. Obeying God’s call means finding 
security in God alone.

From the examples of His call to Abraham (see Genesis 12:1-3), 
to Moses (see Exodus 3:1-10) and others we know that God initiates 
the call. Jesus said in John 6:44, “No-one can come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draws him.” God does not show favoritism (see 
Acts 10:34) and His call is not dependant on your abilities, your pos-
sessions, your position in life or your age. 1 Corinthians 1:26 tells us, 
“Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of 
you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not 
many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world 
to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame 
the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 
things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, so 
that no-one may boast before him.” And God will use us, all He asks is 
that we, like Abraham, respond in faith.

A lady in Melbourne who found the Lord at age 70 felt the Lord 
was calling her for a ministry, but what could she do? After praying 
and talking with her pastor she wrote the following message on 3 x 5 
cards: “Are you homesick? Come to my home for tea at four o’clock,” 
and she listed her address. She then posted the cards all around the 
University of Melbourne.

For the next two weeks the lady waited, but no one came. One 
day an Indonesian student knocked at her door. He was homesick and 
eager to talk as they had tea.

Back at the university the young man told friends, “Today I met a 
lady just like my grandmother.” The news spread and other students 
noticed the invitation posted at the school and they responded. When 
the lady died ten years later, there were Indonesians, Indians, Paki-
stanis and Malaysians who attended her funeral. All of them reported 
they met the Lord in the home of the little lady who daily served tea at 
four o’clock. Despite her age, and without leaving her home, she found 
a way to beautifully respond to God’s call.

Faith involves listening. God generally speaks to us through His 
Word, but He may also speak to us through His Holy Spirit within us 
(see John 14:26), through the counsel of other Christians, or in many 
other ways. Before there can be obedience we must hear God’s in-
structions. In our day of heavy pressures and busy schedules it is 
often hard to find time to be alone with the Lord and quietly listen to 
Him. We feel too often that we need to be doing something instead of 
waiting for Him to direct our thinking. Have you ever come to the Lord 
with a list of your requests or ideas for projects that you present to 
Him for His “approval”? Without listening for His leading we rush from 
our time with Him to execute our plans. Sadly, if we do not give God 
a listening ear and heart we place ourselves in a position of missing 
some of His best blessing for our lives. The result? Every time I do it 
I end up in trouble and have to rush back to Him and either throw out 
the project or start over. In that case most of us become discouraged 
and feel faith does not work for us.

We need to learn that faith is not trying harder. Faith involves 
listening to God and waiting for His instructions.

Facing Trials

Canaan, the land to which God led Abraham, was not perfect. 
There were problems and difficulties that confronted Abraham there. 
Likewise, the Christian will not have a trouble-free life just because 
he/she made a commitment to follow Christ Jesus. Of course, there 
are many joys and blessings for the Christian, but we are not immune 
or exempt from trials.

James 1:2 says “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you 
face trials of many kinds.” Perhaps you, like many of us, are respond-
ing with a loud, WHY? Look at the next verses. We consider it joy 
“because you know that the testing of your faith develops persever-
ance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything” (James 1:3-4). Whether we like it 
or not trials are factors involved in developing a mature faith.

In the October 1993 devotional Our Daily Bread, published by 
the Radio Bible Class in Grand Rapids, is an account about Ly Lorn 
who suffered unbelievable hardships as she struggled to survive for 
four years of exile in the forests of Cambodia. Her parents and four 
brothers died of starvation and illness under the Khmer Rouge reign 
of terror.

At the end of four years only Ly Lorn and her sister survived the 
inhumane existence. The question “why?” was ever with Lorn. Why 
were these evil, cruel men permitted to inflict such horrible suffering 
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on her family and other Cambodians? Lorn, a Christian, said, “These 
thoughts came to my mind many times, night and day. With the ques-
tions also came God’s promise, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you’ 
[Joshua 1:5]. It was to this that I clung.”

Nahum 1:7 says “The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. 
He cares for those who trust in him.” What a comfort to know that no 
matter what heartaches or problems come our way we can cling to our 
heavenly Father, by faith choosing to believe that He will take care of 
us and that He, in love, is using the difficulties in our lives to cause us 
to develop and mature.

Step-by-Step Development

We need to realize that the three verses, Hebrews 11:8-10, cover 
a long time of living and learning in the life of Abraham. A careful 
examination of his life reveals that he did not become a great, mature 
man of faith the moment God spoke to him. Faith for Abraham was a 
step-by-step experience as he went from one incident to another and 
learned to trust God more fully with each step.

Abraham’s faith obviously faltered a little when he left Ur. Acts 
7:2-3 says God appeared to Abraham in Mesopotamia “before he lived 
in Haran” and said, “Leave your country and your people…and go to 
the land I will show you.” There could be no doubt in God’s instruc-
tions. Abraham was to make a complete break from his homeland 
and family. Acts 7:4 says, “So he left the land of the Chaldeans.” From 
Genesis 11:31 we learn that instead of leaving his family, Abraham, 
his father Terah, and his nephew Lot, “together…set out from Ur of the 
Chaldeans” but they settled in Haran.

Haran, however, was not mentioned in God’s call nor was it 
God’s destination for Abraham. For a number of years Abraham’s 
faith seemed to have reached a plateau while he lingered in Haran. 
Apparently, he, like so many of us, believed God only up to a point. 
The encouraging truth is that God, in love and mercy did not give up 
on him. God still had a special task for him but that did not include 
Abraham’s father.

God spoke to Abraham again after Terah’s death (see Genesis 
12:1-3; Acts 7:2-4). After this delay Abraham left Haran and was back 
on track on his way to Canaan. His faith was growing. Growth, how-
ever, does not mean he had no other failures. Abraham had to learn to 
trust and worship the one true God.

When he arrived in Canaan Abraham’s first stop was in Shechem. 
There God appeared to him with much needed reassurance. Earlier 
God promised to show Abraham the land (Genesis 12:1-3) now the 
promise was to give: “To your offspring, I will give this land” (12:7). 
What a beautiful picture of God honoring Abraham’s faith and obedi-
ence despite the delay in Haran. In praise and thanksgiving Abraham 
built altars to God—one in Shechem and another in Bethel (Genesis 
12:7-8).

In Canaan Abraham did not have a trouble free life. One of the 
first problems was a famine in the land. Instead of depending on God, 
who had been leading him, or even seeking His guidance Abraham 

took matters into his own hands and went to Egypt (Genesis 12:10-
20). Going to Egypt was not in itself wrong. The underlying problem 
was Abraham was running ahead of God. In Egypt Abraham made 
another poor decision based on fear that created a serious problem 
when Sarah, his wife, was taken into Pharaoh’s palace as a new wife 
for Pharoah.

Look again at Abraham’s call: “Leave your country,” said God, 
“your people and your father’s household” (Genesis 12:1, italics add-
ed). God’s perfect plan for this Mesopotamian shepherd was clear: 
“Leave all and follow Me.” Although unbelief and several poor deci-
sions had already caused delays and undesirable consequences, God 
continued to guide Abraham.

Abraham’s faith was slowly developing as he went from a novice 
to become a giant of faith. His first obedient step of faith was when he 
left Ur. Another step was when by faith he left Haran. Still Abraham 
had not yet made a complete break from his family. Lot, his nephew, 
was still with him.

God promised that Abraham would be blessed in his new home 
and blessed he was! According to Genesis 13:2-6 both Abraham and 
Lot had grown wealthy. Quarrels and conflicts arose among Abra-
ham’s and Lot’s herdsmen and the time had come when the land was 
too small for both groups to be in the same area. Once again Abraham 
was confronted with a decision.

Observe Abraham’s unselfish and generous offer. He could have 
given a portion of land to Lot in view of the fact that God promised all 
the land to Abraham. Instead, he graciously gave Lot first choice. “If 
you go to the left, I’ll go to the right; if you go to the right, I’ll go to the 
left” (Genesis 13:9). Lot took advantage of his uncle’s generous offer 
and chose the best for himself.

After Lot left, God appeared to Abraham with a most encouraging 
message: “Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and 
south, east and west. All the land that you see I will give to you and 
your offspring forever. I will make your offspring like the dust of the 
earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could 
be counted” (Genesis 13:14-16). Abraham’s mistakes did not change 
God or His promise to Abraham. Romans 11:29 tells us, “For God’s 
gifts and his call are irrevocable.”

In a Foreign Land

“By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger 
in a foreign country” (Hebrews 11:9a).

Why was Abraham still living “like a stranger in a foreign coun-
try” when he had finally reached the land in Canaan that God had 
promised to give to him? Look again at Genesis 12:7 and 13:14-16. 
Notice that God said the land would be given to Abraham and to his 
offspring.

Acts 7:5 is even more explicit than the Genesis references. God 
“gave [Abraham] no inheritance here, not even a foot of ground. But 
God promised him that he and his descendants after him would pos-
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sess the land, even though at that time Abraham had no child.” To 
Abraham, God’s promise of things to come was as valid as the actual 
possession of the land. He demonstrated his faith in God’s promise by 
his lifestyle. Year after year he pitched his tent among the settled pa-
gan inhabitants in the land that rightly belonged to him. He gained the 
respect of the inhabitants as a “mighty prince” (Genesis 23:6) but he 
was not the owner of a square foot of land until he purchased a burial 
site for the family, the field of Machpelah (see Genesis 23:4-20).

Although Abraham and his family lived in Canaan like strangers 
in a foreign land, he had the patience to wait upon God to make the 
land available because he believed God. Abraham lived by faith in 
God and in His promises.

When David Livingston first set sail to Africa, many of his friends 
were concerned for his safety and some tried to persuade him not 
to go. Livingston, however, was so sure of God’s call for him to be a 
missionary that he silenced his concerned friends by opening his Bible 
and reading from the Great Commission: “Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20, KJV). Whereupon he 
closed his Bible and said, “That, my friends, is the word of a gentle-
man. So let us be going.”

Later Livingston was asked to speak at the University of Glasgow 
after serving in Africa for many years. He asked his audience, “Would 
you like for me to tell you what supported me through all the years of 
exile among a people whose language I could not understand, and 
whose attitude toward me was always uncertain and often hostile? 
It was this: ‘Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.’ 
On these words I staked everything, and they never failed.” This great 
missionary to Africa, like Abraham, had learned from experience that 
God’s promises are valid.

Although Abraham was never permitted by God to possess the 
land he never abandoned his faith. He was willing to wait, and in faith 
he exercised patience. Waiting is perhaps one of the hardest tests of 
faith. We pray and ask God for a specific request but nothing seems 
to be happening. As time slips by we begin to ask, “Why doesn’t God 
answer my prayer?” It is during that waiting period that the temptation 
comes to give up and to sink into apathy. Instead, we need to focus 
upon the Lord, despite the delay. Hebrews 10:35-36 says, “So do not 
throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to 
persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive 
what he has promised.”

While Abraham waited for God to fulfill His promise his eyes were 
focused on something greater than mere earthly possessions: “He 
was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and 
builder is God” (Hebrews 11:10). Abraham looked beyond this world 
and was quite content to be a stranger in a foreign land.

Points to Ponder

From Abraham’s walk of faith emerge dynamic principles that will 
help Christians to discover how faith can develop in our lives. Like 
Abraham, we are not exempt from trials, but they may become learn-

ing experiences if we allow them to, rather than rebelling against them. 
Nor do we become spiritually mature overnight, it is a growing process. 
We do, however have many spiritual blessings.

“But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 
made us alive with Christ” (Ephesians 2:4-5). As a result we receive 
a new position in Christ when we are born again (verse 6). Plus we 
receive a new nature: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the 
old has gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). As Christians 
we have a new capacity that will enable us to grow and develop spiritu-
ally which is what we are encouraged to do (see Ephesians 4:14-15; 
1 Peter 2:2-3). We are not only children of God (see John 1:12) but 
we are Christ’s friends (see John 15:15). The more we understand our 
identity in Christ the greater our joy and the more our faith in Him will 
develop. Remember, however, Satan is always ready to convince us 
of defeat with the lies he is so ready to point out to us in his attempt to 
destroy us (see 1 Peter 5:8).

Take God at His word and claim His promises. Numbers 23:19 
says, “God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he 
should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he 
promise and not fulfill?”

When the late Dr. Henrietta Mears was asked what she would 
change in her life if given the opportunity she replied, “I would trust 
God more and believe His promises more fully.” Beginning today, you 
and I have that opportunity. Believe God and make His promises your 
own.
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

 ɶ Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.
 ɶ Use only the Bible for your answers.
 ɶ Write your answers and the verses you used.
 ɶ Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.
 ɶ Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on the faith of Abraham (Hebrews 11:8-10).

1. What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on the faith of Abraham, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal ap-
plication did you choose to apply to your life?

2. The suggested memory verse is Romans 4:20-21, or choose another verse that was meaningful to you. Write it down and post it in a prominent 
place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 11:11-12.

Note: The Bible version used in this study, the New International Version (NIV), focuses on Abraham in Hebrews 11:11, but some versions trans-
late the same verse focusing on Sarah. Here is this verse in the New American Standard Bible (NASB), which emphasizes Sarah’s faith: “By faith 
even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised.”

1. According to Genesis 11:30 what problem did Sarah have that created great heartache for her?

2. In Bible times what was the general feeling about women who were childless? See the following verses.

Genesis 30:1,23

1 Samuel 1:5-6

3. Look again at Hebrews 11:11, NASB (see note above). What miracle did God perform contrary to all human ability that erased Sarah’s prob-
lem?

4. When you face a problem that you feel would take a miracle from God to be solved, what encouragement involving the power of the Lord Jesus 
do the following verses give you?

Matthew 14:14

Ephesians 3:20
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5. a. Read Mark 9:17-24. After the father described his son’s problem, what did he say to Jesus in verse 22b?

b. What did Jesus answer in verse 23?

c. How did the boy’s father respond in verse 24?

6. Personal: Do you face a problem right now that you feel would take a miracle from God to solve? Have you talked to the Lord about it? If you 
have trouble believing that God can really help you, write a prayer here asking for help with your unbelief, just as the man in the Gospel of 
Mark asked Jesus.

Third Day: Review Hebrews 11:11-12.

1. What does this verse say about Sarah’s faith in God? (See note in Second Day about Hebrews 11:11.)

2. Read Romans 10:17. According to this verse where does Christian faith come from?

3. Sarah and Abraham did not have God’s written Word, the Bible, as we do. According to Genesis 17:15-16 how did Sarah know she was to 
have a son?

4. Read Genesis 15:2-3 and Genesis 16:1,2. What are some of the ways Abraham and Sarah thought God might fulfill His promise (see Genesis 
12:1-3) to give them offspring?

5. Personal: Have you ever tried to figure out how God was going to fulfill one of His promises to you?  Have you ever tried to help Him and then 
made matters worse? If you would like to, share with the class one of your experiences.

6. a. Read Hebrews 10:35-36 and James 5:11. What encouragement do these verses give you when it seems God has forgotten about a 
promise He has given to you?

b. Personal: What problem have you been talking to the Lord about? How will your prayer practices and attitude change after reading the 
verses in question 6a?
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Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 11:11-12.

1. How does Hebrews 11:11 say Abraham and Sarah were able to conceive a child together? (Remember that the NIV addresses this from 
Abraham’s point of view and the NASB from Sarah’s viewpoint.)

2. a. Read Genesis 16:1-2 again. Who did Sarah feel was responsible for her barrenness? (verse 2a)

b. What did Sarah ask Abraham to do to solve their childless situation? (Genesis 16:2b)

3. a. Read Genesis 17:15-19. What was God’s plan regarding Abraham and Sarah’s childless situation? (see verses 15-16)

b. What was Abraham’s response to God’s promise? (Genesis 17:17-18)

c. Did God become angry with Abraham over his response?  How did God respond? (Genesis 17:19)

4. Personal: Even though Abraham and Sarah doubted God at times, God still commends them as faithful and calls them people of faith. As we 
continue to read about Abraham and Sarah we will see that their faith matured. Do you sometimes doubt God? Why not make a choice now 
to believe God, even if you don’t understand how He will fulfill some promise He has made? If you are struggling with doubts, go to Him right 
now, tell Him about your struggles and ask Him to help you.

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 11:11-12.

1.  Sarah and Abraham both waited in faith for the birth of their child. God promised to give Abraham and his descendants the land, but what 
made it possible for him to receive God’s promise? See Hebrews 11:11.

2. Read Romans 4:19-25. What human factors could have hindered Sarah and Abraham from believing God’s promise to give them a son? See 
verse 19.

3. In Genesis we read that Abraham laughed at the thought of Sarah having a child. What happened to Abraham’s faith, according to Romans 
4:20-21?

4. a. Abraham received many blessings through faith. What does Romans 4:22 say was credited to Abraham because of His faith?
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b. Who else was “it was credited to him” written for? (Romans 4:23-24)

c. How do we receive the gift of righteousness? See Romans 4:24-25.

5. Personal: Have you received this gift of righteousness? If you haven’t, why not pause right now and ask Him; if you have already done this, 
thank Him.

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 11:11-12.

1. Compare Hebrews 11:12 with Genesis 22:17. What do these passages suggest about God fulfilling his promises?

2. a. Sarah and Abraham waited many years before God’s promise of a son became a reality. Review Genesis 17:15-17. According to verse 
17, what was Abraham’s response to God’s repeated promise?

b. Read Genesis 18:10-12. How did Sarah’s faith in the promise compare to Abraham’s?

3. Both Abraham and Sarah initially responded to God’s promises with unbelief, yet they were commended for their lives of faith. Read Psalm 
103:11-14. What promises are there in these verses that can reassure us even when we fail God because of unbelief?

4. Read Genesis 21:1-7. How was Sarah’s laughter in these verses different from the laughter in Genesis 18:10-12?

5. Personal: What promises has God fulfilled for you? Have you thanked Him and told others about His faithfulness to you? Sharing with others 
what God has done for you is a wonderful way to draw them to Him.

6. Share your memory verse with those in your group.
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The Faith of Sarah — Hebrews 11:11-12

In our day of fast food, microwaves, and email we have readily 
adopted the concept of having our needs fulfilled immediately. We be-
come upset if we miss one turn of a turnstile. Waiting in line at the bank 
or store is frustrating enough to cause us to consider turning away. If 
we suffer from a common cold we rush to the nearest drugstore for a 
cure because we have no time to be ill.

Sadly, this fast pace frequently affects our prayer life. If we see 
no evidence of answered prayer within a few days or weeks many of 
us are ready to give up. Or we become angry and are tempted to say, 
“Where are you, God, when I hurt?” The strong faith in God when all 
was going well may begin to waver during times of difficulties.

In this lesson we will look at the life of Sarah who waited for many 
years to have the desire of her heart become a reality: “By faith even 
Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper 
time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised” (He-
brews 11:11, NASB. Note, in the NIV  verse 11 focuses on Abraham 
with Sarah’s name in the footnote.)

Sarah, the Woman

Most of the details of Sarah’s life are from the information we have 
about Abraham. We know that Sarah was a devoted wife throughout 
her entire life. God’s call to Abraham to leave Ur and His promises 
to Abraham certainly affected her life in all aspects. Sarah faithfully 
fulfilled God’s standards as a wife and for that she was commended 
by Peter who used her name as a role model for wives: “For this is the 
way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to 
make themselves beautiful. They were submissive to their own hus-
bands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. 
You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to 
fear” (1 Peter 3:5-6).

The Bible does not give us clear information concerning Sarah’s 
birth or her family. According to Genesis 20:12 she was Abraham’s 
half-sister. Her given name was Sarai. When God made a covenant 
of circumcision with Abraham (Genesis 17) He changed the names of 
both husband and wife. Abram’s name became Abraham and Sarai’s 
new name was Sarah which means “princess.” Based on Genesis 
12:11 and 14 we know she was very beautiful and her beauty did not 
fade as years took their toll.

Strength from God

Once again Hebrews refers to a situation that demanded great 
faith. From a human point of view God’s promise to Sarah and Abra-
ham was against all human logic. With God, however, nothing is 
impossible (see Luke 1:37), and as Sarah’s faith developed God’s 
promise became a reality, “since she considered Him faithful who had 
promised” (Hebrews 11:11b NASB). Many factors, however, were in-
volved before Sarah’s faith reached the maturity described in Hebrews 
11:11.

There is one verse in Genesis that describes the heartache Sar-
ah carried with her for many years. Genesis 11:30 says “Now Sarai 
was barren; she had no children.” In Bible times it was a high honor 
among women to bear a child, especially a son. On the other hand, 
sterility in marriage was considered to be a divine punishment (see 
Genesis 30:1-2; 1 Samuel 1:6). A barren woman who ultimately gave 
birth became a symbol of great happiness and was greatly honored 
(Psalm 113:9; Isaiah 54:1).

The pain of sterility is not limited to women of the Bible. In our day 
thousands of couples are childless, but not by choice. Some research 
indicates that number is one in every eight couples. In view of these 
figures we know that infertility continues to be very much of a painful 
problem.

In a May 1993 Decision magazine article titled “But It’s Not Fair—
I Want a Baby,” the writer, Marian Flandrick Bray, gives readers a 
glimpse of the pain she and her husband experienced because they 
are childless. As in Old Testament days, there was still little under-
standing or sympathy among the writer’s friends. In fact, some friends 
suggested that perhaps her barrenness was a punishment from God. 
In addition to the heartache of not having a child, the comments from 
friends resulted in much soul searching for both husband and wife. 
Bray said, “Though I didn’t believe we were being punished by God, 
in my darkest moments it was hard not to feel guilty and shamed.” In 
faith the Brays continued to cling to God’s promises, praying He would 
provide a child for them to love through adoption.

Whether it was Sarah of old or a modern-day “Sarah” the bottom 
line is there is pain and heartache for any woman who is in a position 
of barrenness when her heart’s desire is to have children. As we look 
at Sarah’s faith in God, let’s remember that her heartache and the 
frustration of waiting no doubt influenced her actions and attitude.
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Leaving Ur

Great emphasis has rightly been placed upon the fact that by faith 
Abraham obeyed God when he left Ur of the Chaldees at God’s com-
mand in order to go into an unknown land. Abraham’s obedience to 
God was “credited…to him as righteousness” (see Genesis 15:6; Ro-
mans 4:18-22). We must not forget, however, that Sarah also needed 
faith as she left the conveniences of a well established city to travel 
over hills and through valleys from one country to the next living in 
tents throughout the journey.

The Bible does not tell us the exact route Abraham took but 
we can be sure it was not an easy journey. Even after they reached 
Shechem in the land of Canaan they lived a nomadic life, looking for 
and then following the best grazing lands for their animals.

Since Sarah was very much a part of this husband/wife team, 
her faith must have been greatly tested at times. First, it is often much 
harder on a woman than on a man to break the familiar ties and to 
leave her native home, her relatives and friends. Second, she felt dis-
graced because she was childless. As far as we know God had been 
speaking only to Abraham, not to Sarah, concerning their descen-
dants, but Abraham may have told her about God’s promises.

Both Sarah and Abraham longed for a child especially since 
God had promised they would have many descendants (see Genesis 
12:2,7). Time continued to slip by but no children were born to them. 
When the Lord encouraged him in a vision, Abraham asked, “O Sover-
eign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one 
who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?…You have given 
me no children” (Genesis 15:2-3).

Eliezer was Abraham’s servant, but God promised Abraham that 
Eliezer “will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will 
be your heir” (verse 4). God also promised there would be not just one 
heir, but the descendants would be as numerous as the uncountable 
stars of the heavens.

Faith at Low Ebb

Have you ever faced what appeared to be an impossible situation 
and then you had an idea of a way to remedy the situation? Impul-
sively, you began to put your idea into action—without praying about 
it first—only to have the idea blow up in your face? If so, you will be 
able to identify with Sarah in some of her discouragement and when 
her faith reached a low level.

Try to envision Sarah’s state of mind. She must have often 
dreamed about the day when she would cradle a child in her arms and 
the shame of barrenness would be erased forever.

This was no idle dream. We find that Sarah sometimes doubted 
that she would ever have children. It was not until much later in life 
that she “considered Him faithful who had promised” (Hebrews 11:11 
NASB). When she had doubts, it was perhaps during the times when 
she took her eyes off of the Lord and focused on her problem of bar-

renness. The truth of the matter is that human logic can be confused 
with reality as the story of one little boy illustrates.

Two young brothers vacationing on their grandfather’s farm were 
playing on a hillside one evening. The farm and its wide open spaces 
fascinated the two city dwellers.

“Look how far the sun has gone!” said the younger. “A little while 
ago it was right over that tree and now it’s close to the ground.”

“It’s not the sun that moves,” said the older. “It’s the earth. Re-
member what Daddy told you the other night?”

The younger shook his head as he continued to watch the beauti-
ful sunset. He was convinced that the sun did move! He had seen it. 
Besides, he had been standing on the ground all the time and felt no 
movement. “I know what I see!” he said, “and the earth didn’t move!”

We smile at the child’s logic, yet many adults accept only their 
own human logic and what their senses reveal to them instead of be-
lieving and accepting God’s promises. Unless they see and under-
stand with their own minds they refuse to accept the message of the 
Bible by faith.

Despite God’s promises of numerous descendants, it was diffi-
cult to keep faith when each day Sarah saw her dream fade as she 
and Abraham grew older. She was well aware that she was already 
beyond the age when women conceive. How could she and Abraham 
produce a child? Humanly speaking, of course, they could not. Small 
wonder Sarah’s faith faltered, for everything the human mind could 
imagine pointed to an impossibility.

One of the hardest things for human nature to do is to wait. True 
faith, however, is the opposite of human nature in that faith is patient. 
David, the psalmist said, “Be still before the Lord and wait patiently 
for him” (Psalm 37:7). David had learned from experience the value of 
waiting patiently and said, “I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned 
to me and heard my cry…He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of 
praise to our God” (Psalm 40:1,3).

Sarah’s Plan

Unfortunately, when faith in God begins to waver, people become 
restless and have a tendency to resort to human devices. That always 
means trouble. So it was with Sarah and the proposal she suggested 
to Abraham as recorded in Genesis 16:1-2.

Perhaps in her heart Sarah often thought back and reviewed the 
times God promised they would have a child. She must have recalled 
hearing Abraham tell about God’s beautiful command when He said: 
“Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count 
them.” Surely Sarah’s hopes were renewed by the memory of that 
promise. Both of them knew the number of stars were too great to 
count, thus the last part of God’s promise must have been especially 
precious when she recalled God saying, “So shall your offspring be” 
(Genesis 15:5).

Twelve long years rolled by after God’s promise but still there was 
no child. What appeared to be inconsistency between God’s promise 
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for descendants and their circumstances must have been baffling to 
Sarah and Abraham. Apparently both of them had been trying to figure 
out how God would fulfill His promise, or how to find a way to help Him. 
They had already been assured by God that, contrary to Abraham’s 
idea, Eliezer was not the heir (Genesis 15:4). Sarah finally became 
impatient and instead of waiting for direction from God she came up 
with her own plan.

Sarah’s proposal to solve their problem of being childless was 
that her maid Hagar would become a surrogate mother. Observe Sar-
ah’s argument in favor of her plan: “The Lord has kept me from having 
children” (Genesis 16:2, italics added). How easy it is for us to blame 
God for a difficult problem or to “spiritualize” our own arguments by 
involving the Lord in some way to strengthen our plan.

Could it be, as some biblical scholars suggest, that Sarah’s 
proposal came as a result of confusion concerning God’s promise of 
the coming child? After all, these scholars say, God promised that 
Abraham’s son would come from his “own body” (Genesis 15:4). Since 
Sarah was now past the normal age of conception, perhaps Abraham 
and Sarah both assumed that only Abraham was involved in the prom-
ised heir. We, of course, do not know the inner thoughts of Abraham 
and Sarah. We do know that the mother of Abraham’s heir was not 
identified until later in Genesis 17:15-16.

In view of God’s guidance up to this point it seems strange that 
neither Sarah nor Abraham ever seemed to think to ask God about the 
mother of the promised son. Instead, they chose to follow the customs 
of the culture from which they came. Sarah’s suggestion was in keep-
ing with the common practice of those days. In her mind, the best thing 
to do seemed to be to “help” God fulfill His promise.

Sarah’s desire to “help” created many problems. The Bible says, 
“Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him” (Psalm 37:7). Sar-
ah’s focus apparently was centered on her deep desire for a child rath-
er than on waiting upon God. Abraham, too, was wrong in agreeing to 
her idea. The end result was that many people suffered (see Genesis 
16:1-6). After Hagar became pregnant she began to despise Sarah. 
Sarah became angry and had bitter feelings toward Hagar. More than 
that, Sarah blamed Abraham for the situation she had dreamed up. 
Abraham dumped the problem back on Sarah and said, “Your servant 
is in your hands…Do with her whatever you think best” (verse 6). An-
ger, insecurity and jealousy ran rampant in the household because 
Sarah took matters into her own hands and ran ahead of God’s plan.

Sarah and Abraham’s grave error did not change God’s plan but 
they needed to learn that God is almighty and not limited in any way.

Sarah, Mother by Faith

The Bible says Abraham was eighty-six years old when Ishmael, 
Hagar’s son was born (Genesis 16:16). He was ninety-nine when the 
Lord appeared to Abraham in Genesis 17:1. That means there were 
thirteen years between Genesis chapters 16 and 17, and all during 
that time God was silent concerning the promised heir.

When He spoke again about His promise, God at last revealed 
who would be the mother of the long awaited child: “I will bless [Sarah] 
and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be 
the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her” (Genesis 
17:16).

In awe and reverence Abraham fell on his face before the Lord 
and laughed in temporary disbelief and amazement. God reiterated 
the promise that it was Sarah who would bear the son “and you will call 
him Isaac” (verse 19b). Ninety-year-old Sarah would have the honor of 
delivering the son through whom God’s covenant promises would be 
fulfilled for His people. Surely, Abraham must have shared the won-
derful announcement with Sarah at once.

The next mention of the promised heir was some time later when 
God appeared to renew the promise as Abraham sat at the door of 
his tent by the oaks of Mamre. One of the ways God revealed His will 
to people in the early stages of divine revelation was by means of a 
theophany, which means to appear in human form as a man.

So it was that three visitors arrived at Abraham’s tent. Following 
the custom of the day Abraham graciously welcomed the three visitors 
and ordered the servants and Sarah to prepare a meal for the men. 
While the visitors were eating the Lord asked about Sarah who was in 
the tent listening to the conversation. Much to her surprise she heard 
her name mentioned and then the unbelievable announcement that 
she would bear a son! The words were clear: “I will surely return to 
you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son” 
(Genesis 18:10).

This time it was Sarah who laughed “to herself” (verse 12). She 
could not believe that her age was not an obstacle. She had waited so 
long for a child that the entire idea struck her as impossible. To have 
a child now would be the result of a definite miracle—a creative act 
of God. And she was right. Isaac’s birth, like the birth of Jesus Christ, 
required a miracle, but “nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 1:37).

Even though Sarah “laughed to herself” God was aware of the 
laugh. He asked Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really 
have a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the Lord?” 
(Genesis 18:13-14).

Again Sarah heard what the Lord asked. She became defensive 
and lied. “I did not laugh,” she said because she was very frightened. 
God now spoke directly to Sarah and said, “Yes, you did laugh!” (Gen-
esis 18:15). Sarah laughed to herself but the Lord knows our most 
secret responses and attitudes (see Psalm 139:4).

The Promise Fulfilled

True to God’s promise, Sarah did become pregnant and had a 
son within the year. “By faith even Sarah herself received ability to 
conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered 
Him faithful who had promised” (Hebrews 11:11 NASB). At last, Sarah 
abandoned her doubts and placed her trust in Almighty God who will 
do what He promised despite all human obstacles.
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The development of Sarah’s faith had its ups and downs but the 
Lord was gracious and merciful and did not give up on her. He forgave 
and forgot her unbelief, and the truth that is remembered about Sarah 
is her faith in God as recorded in the Hebrews 11 Hall of Faith.

If she was to be a mother in her old age she needed the ability to 
do so. Hebrews says she “received ability to conceive” (NASB) but this 
ability was not from medical procedures or positive thinking. Her ability 
came from God who by His grace makes the barren life produce. He is 
all-knowing and all-powerful and He knew what was needed to accom-
plish His purpose. Because of God’s great love and power Sarah’s 
shame of barrenness was finally erased and there was great joy.

Sarah no doubt spent days in worship and praise to God for her 
precious son. The child was named Isaac, which means “laughter.” 
Her cup of joy was overflowing and she said, “God has brought me 
laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me” (Gen-
esis 21:6). This laughter was not mockery, as it had been earlier, but it 
was an expression of joy and gratitude.

People have different ways of expressing thanks and praise to 
God for His blessings. Sarah expressed it with laughter. Many express 
gratitude by telling others the good news of what the Lord is doing in 
their lives. The psalmist often expressed gratitude to God in songs of 
praise: “Shout with joy to God, all the earth! Sing the glory of his name; 
make his praise glorious!…All the earth bows down to you; they sing 
praise to you, they sing praise to your name” (Psalm 66:1,2,4).

In his book Psalms of the Heart George Sweeting tells about the 
Chol Indians in southern Mexico. John and Elaine Beekman joined 
other missionaries and worked for twenty-five years translating the 
New Testament into the language of the people. Conditions were very 
primitive. When the Beekmans and other missionaries first arrived, the 
Chol Indians did not know how to sing. After hearing the message of 
God’s love and mercy, and having a New Testament they could read, 
a thriving community of more than 12,000 Christians developed. The 
Christian believers among the Chol Indians are now known as “The 
Singers.” Sweeting ended the account by saying, “They love to sing 
now because they have something to sing about.”

How do you express your gratitude to the Lord for what He has 
done and is doing for you? As Christians, we too, have much to sing 
about and to express our praise and gratitude to our heavenly Father.

Sarah, the faithful wife, shared Abraham’s wanderings, his fail-
ures and his great triumphs that earned him the title “God’s friend” 
(James 2:23). The writer of Hebrews sums up the account of the prom-
ised heir: “And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as 
the sand on the seashore” (11:12). In His own time God kept His word 
and fulfilled His promises. At the ripe old age of 127 Sarah died and 
was buried in Machpelah, the only piece of land Abraham ever owned 
in the promised land (see Genesis 23).

Points to Ponder

Despite her faults and at times her unbelief, the great character-
istic of Sarah’s life was her faith in God. Because of her faith, her life 
and experiences speak to us today.

No matter how small our faith, we may always know that God 
loves us and knows our innermost desires. We must, however, learn 
to wait for Him to work out His plan for our lives in His own time rather 
than taking matters into our own hands. His silence does not mean 
He has deserted us. He was silent for many years in Sarah’s life. It is 
often during the darkest hours of waiting that we find that our heavenly 
Father is the light.
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

 ɶ Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.
 ɶ Use only the Bible for your answers.
 ɶ Write your answers and the verses you used.
 ɶ Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.
 ɶ Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on the faith of Sarah (Hebrews 11:11-12).

1. What helpful or new thought did you find in the notes concerning the faith of Sarah, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application 
did you choose to apply to your life?

2. The suggested memory verses are Mark 11:22-23, or choose another verse that was meaningful to you. Write it down and post it in a promi-
nent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 11:13-16.

1. In Hebrews 11:13-16, the writer refers to all the people that he will be describing in the “hall of faith”, especially Abraham, Sarah, Isaac and 
Jacob. Verse 13 says these people did not receive the promise before they died. How did they respond to the promises they had not yet 
received?

2. a. What relationship did these people have to this world? (Hebrews 11:13b)

b. How do the following verses demonstrate this?

 Genesis 23:3-4

 Exodus 6:3-4

3. What were they longing and looking for? (Hebrews 11:14-16a)

4. Challenge: The longing of Abraham and his descendants for their own country in the promised land of Canaan is a picture of the longing of 
all believers for God’s kingdom. As Christians we also are to live as “aliens and strangers” on earth, looking for “a better country—a heavenly 
one.” How does this affect your own outlook and actions?

5. What has God prepared for these people, and for us, to meet the longing they had? See Hebrews 11:16b.

6. a. Read John 14:1-3. What does the Lord Jesus say He has prepared for all who trust in Him?
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b. Personal: How does it make you feel to know He has done this for you?

Third Day: Read Hebrews 11:17-19, concentrating on verse 17.

1. a. What does Hebrews 11:17 say?

b. Read and summarize briefly Genesis 22:1-18, which is the full narrative of this incident in Abraham’s life. We will look more closely into 
the specific details of this passage later in this lesson.

2. a. Read James 2:21. What does James say about Abraham in this situation?

b. According to James 2:22-24 why was Abraham considered righteous?

c. Challenge: What important truths do verses 21-24 say about faith?

3. How does James 2:17 explain this concept of faith?

4. a. Read Ephesians 2:8-10 to see the relation between faith, works and salvation. How does one receive salvation? (verse 8)

b. What part do works play in receiving salvation? (verse 9)

c. Once we have accepted God’s gift of salvation what is God’s purpose for us? (verse 10)

5. Personal: Have you accepted God’s gift of salvation? If you have, ask God to show you opportunities to do good works, and to give you a joyful 
willingness and the strength to do them through the power of His Holy Spirit living within you.

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 11:17-19, concentrating on verse 18.

1. In what way could Abraham’s future and his descendants be in jeopardy if Isaac was sacrificed, according to Hebrews 11:18?

2. The test of being asked to offer as a sacrifice his most precious and dearest possession must have been painful for Abraham. Read Genesis 
22:1-3. What impresses you most about Abraham’s faith and obedience to God despite the pain?
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3. Often we feel that Christians should be exempt from tests or trials. Read James 1:2-3. What should be our attitude when trials come into our 
lives?

4. a. Read 1 Peter 5:10. What does Peter say God will do for us after we have endured suffering?

b. Challenge: Do you think the attitude we have about the trials we experience affects the outcome of them? How? Read Hebrews 12:11-15 
to help you with your answer.

5. Personal: Have you been suffering through a trial recently? How do you believe God strengthened you during the experience? Has your faith 
in God become stronger? In what way? If you are still in the midst of the trial, why not pray now, asking God for help and thanking Him for what 
He is doing in your life through this trial.

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 11:17-19, concentrating on verse 19.

1. According to Hebrews 11:19, what did Abraham believe God would do for Isaac to maintain His covenant with him even if Abraham sacrificed 
him?

2. It has been said that perhaps Abraham thought God would not expect him to go through with the sacrifice. In Genesis 22:3, what preparation 
did Abraham make for the completion of the sacrifice before he left his home that demonstrated his faith and obedience?

3. What evidence of faith in the living God did Abraham display by his words to the servants when he left them at the foot of the mountain? See 
Genesis 22:4-5.

4. Faith is built upon God’s faithfulness. When Isaac asked Abraham about a lamb for the burnt offering, how did Abraham’s reply indicate he 
was depending upon God? See Genesis 22:6-8.

5. After many years of walking with God, Abraham’s faith had developed and grown. How can these verses help to strengthen your faith as you 
walk with God through times of testing?

Numbers 23:19

Isaiah 43:1-2
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Luke 17:5-6

Hebrews 13:5-6

6. Personal: Which of the above verses spoke to you the most regarding a recent or present test of your faith? How does it help you see your 
situation differently?

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 11:1 and 17-19.

1. a. What do Hebrews 11:1 and 19 say?

b. The moment of the great test had arrived. According to Genesis 22:10-14 how did God provide a substitute?

2. God sent His only Son whom He loved dearly into the world to die for us. Read Romans 8:32 and tell how God’s sacrifice differed from 
Abraham’s.

3. Read 1 Peter 2:24. What did Christ do for us by becoming our sacrifice?

4. Abraham became a mature man of faith who could not be moved by a major trial of his faith. What does 1 Peter 1:6-7 say is the reward for 
those who persevere under a trial of faith?

5. You may feel intimidated by Abraham’s example, and feel that your  faith is too small and weak to withstand testing or temptation. How do the 
following verses encourage you?

Romans 8:28

1 Corinthians 10:13

6. a. Personal: Have you received God’s gift of life by accepting Jesus as your Savior? Thank Him that He is working in your life and strengthen-
ing your faith every day, through every circumstance of your life.

b. Share your memory verse with your group.
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Hebrews 11:13-19

People in the Old Testament often used names for God that re-
veal some of His distinct characteristics. In Genesis 22:14, Abraham 
named a place “The Lord Will Provide,” after God furnished a miracu-
lous provision for his needs there. We too can trust that God, who is 
all-knowing, sees our needs long before they become a reality and He 
will provide for them.

A mother recently told me about an experience she had. She had 
been trying to stretch her budget to its limits to buy school clothing for 
her children. Her husband had been out of work for months. One day 
when she and her 10-year-old daughter were shopping, Katie said, 
“Oh, Mom, look. Here are the shoes everyone is wearing. Could we 
get them? They’re only $89.00!”

“Honey, they are nice, but we can’t afford them.” Like any mother 
in that position she hated her answer.

“Mom, I’m going to pray that God will give them to me,” said Ka-
tie.

Immediately, Mom began thinking of some way to find the extra 
money. She skimped, prayed and planned in an attempt to help God 
answer that prayer.

Several days later her neighbor, carrying a bag, came to her 
door. “I hope you won’t be offended,” said the neighbor apologetically, 
“but—I’ve been cleaning closets. Elizabeth has outgrown some of her 
things and I thought they might fit Katie, but if you can’t use them…”

Gratefully the mother opened the bag. Several items were almost 
like new. “When I dug a bit deeper,” she told me, “I could almost hear 
the Lord say, ‘O you of little faith!’ for there was a pair of shoes in ex-
cellent condition like the ones Katie had been praying for. Katie’s faith 
was much stronger than mine. You should have seen her face when 
I gave her the shoes! With a big grin she said, ‘See Mom, I just knew 
God would answer my prayer.’”

Both mother and daughter were recipients of God’s love and 
grace. That mother was reminded once again that the Lord “is able to 
do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20). 
In our lesson today we will find another time when God provided for 
one of His own in a beautiful way.

Aliens and Strangers

The writer of Hebrews breaks into the list of believers and in the 
next four verses takes a look at their faith. “All these people were still 
living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things prom-
ised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And 
they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth” (Hebrews 
11:13).

“All these people” is a reference to those listed in the hall of faith 
and especially Abraham, Sarah, Isaac and Jacob who lived as aliens 
and strangers. They died in faith as they had lived—by faith. Observe 
the word in verse 13 that describes how they felt about God’s promises 
they saw “from a distance.” They “welcomed them”—a demonstration 
of deep faith.

The lives of these believers were governed by a staunch convic-
tion that God would fulfill the promises He had given them. None of 
them gained full possession of the land God had promised to Abra-
ham. Of course, the immediate promises such as the birth of Isaac 
were fulfilled but the people were always nomads, “aliens and strang-
ers,” they were not landowners. They had to be forever moving on. To 
the end of their days they never lived a settled life in a settled land.

Long-Range Faith

In spite of their circumstances these Old Testament believers 
never lost hope. They looked at life and their state of affairs not only 
with physical sight but with spiritual sight as well. The Apostle Paul 
said of Abraham, “Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding 
the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory 
to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had 
promised” (Romans 4:20-21). Basically, these believers had a long-
range faith. They believed in an unchanging God no matter how long 
it took before His promises became realities. While their descendants 
finally saw fulfillment of the promise, the Old Testament believers were 
positive that God’s promise was sure because it was God’s promise.

Mature faith does not look only to the immediate. The implication 
of Hebrews 11 is a long-range faith: “Faith is being sure of what we 
hope for and certain of what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1).

Shortly after his conversion, George Muller, a 19th century mis-
sionary to England and a great prayer warrior, prayed for five men and 
claimed them for Christ. God soon answered his prayer as two of the 
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men found the Lord. Muller continued to pray for the other three. Forty 
years passed before the third man was saved. Now there were two 
men left on Muller’s prayer list.

On his deathbed Muller was asked, “Do you still believe God 
will save those two men for whom you have prayed all these years?” 
Without hesitation he insisted he was positive God would. The Lord 
honored that faith. At the funeral service, one of the men responded to 
the Lord Jesus and the other came two years later. Muller, however, 
like the Old Testament believers, died in faith, not having received the 
full answer to his prayer.

Note how carefully the writer of Hebrews emphasizes that for 
these men and women who had begun a walk of faith with God there 
was no turning back. First, he points out their longing for a homeland 
or a country of their own. Then he says that this homeland was not the 
country from which they had come. As an enforcement to his state-
ment he says “they would have had opportunity to return” (verse 15) 
if that longing had been for their former homes. Finally, in verse 16 he 
points out that the “better country” they longed for was a “heavenly 
one.”

Their faith enabled them to look beyond life itself for greater fulfill-
ment than what they had received here on earth. They learned that life 
is not an end in itself but a pilgrimage (see Genesis 23:4; 47:9) to a 
heavenly goal. The last sentence of Hebrews 11:16 is something of a 
final word concerning them. Because they were what they were, “God 
is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for 
them.”

God’s message to us is still the same. We are Christian pilgrims 
traveling by faith through this sinful world to that heavenly country to 
live forever with the Lord. God has provided an eternal home for all 
believers. The Lord Jesus told His followers: “Trust in God; trust also 
in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you…I will come 
back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am” 
(John 14:1-3). What a blessed reward for commitment to Him. When 
you become discouraged and feel your commitment to Him is not as 
consistent as you would like, don’t give up—remember the place Je-
sus is preparing for you in His Father’s house.

God Is Faithful

Some of the most well-known believers in Christian history at 
times wavered in their faith even as Abraham and Sarah did. The 
good news is that God is faithful. The Bible says even “if we are faith-
less, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself” (2 Timothy 
2:13). The unchanging loyalty, love and mercy of God strengthens and 
rekindles our weak, floundering faith when life’s disappointments or 
hardships threaten to destroy it.

The nineteenth-century missionary, J. Hudson Taylor, experi-
enced great trials as he labored to establish a work in China. Tay-
lor said at times he was almost overwhelmed by all the hardship and 
heartbreak in his life, such as the death of his beloved daughter, Gra-

cie. At numerous times his own life was threatened. Despite these and 
many other dreadful happenings Taylor continued to faithfully serve 
the Lord. When home on furlough he frequently told audiences that 
his life motto, based on Mark 11:22, was simply “Have faith in God.” 
Taylor pointed out the importance of trusting God’s faithfulness de-
spite the level of his own human faith. “All my life I’ve been fickle,” 
he said. “Sometimes I could trust and sometimes I couldn’t, but when 
unable to have faith, it was great encouragement to realize that God 
is faithful to me.”

Great or Genuine?

Who at times has not felt like Hudson Taylor did? All of us have 
experienced times when it was easier to trust God than at other times. 
Even the twelve disciples who were daily with Jesus found themselves 
in that position.

Jesus had been teaching and warning the disciples about offens-
es that cause others to sin (see Luke 17:1). He was unusually severe 
in pronouncing punishment for the offenders. Then He said if anyone 
offended them seven times in a day, but repented each time, they 
were to forgive seven times. Apparently it was hard for the disciples to 
believe that a habitual offender should be forgiven repeatedly and they 
said, “Increase our faith!” (verse 5).

The disciples needed to learn a lesson about faith that we all 
need to learn. Without reprimanding them, Jesus used the example 
of the mustard seed known for its tiny size. He said that with faith as 
“small as a mustard seed” (verse 6) some of the greatest works for 
God become possible. It is not great faith that is required but genuine 
faith in a great God. What a difference. With faith in God the impos-
sible can become possible (see Luke 18:27).

We need to remember that faith is not a feeling we drum up in 
our minds. Faith is a gift from God, says Romans 12:3. Remember 
also that “faith comes from hearing the message, and the message 
is heard through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). Jesus Christ 
said, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” 
(John 10:10). This full life means keeping our eyes focused on Him, 
believing and following His commands and promises, and exercising 
our faith in Him rather than trusting in our own human strength. Look 
to the Lord daily and expect Him to guide you in all you do. He asks 
us to believe, to trust and to follow. That means commitment. As we 
continue in Hebrews chapter 11 we will find that faith demands a deep 
commitment to God.

An Unbelievable Test

Hebrews now returns to the list of the faithful and again refers to 
Abraham: “By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a 
sacrifice” (Hebrews 11:17).

Abraham’s walk with God required commitment and sacrifice. At 
this point of his life he had already been willing to obey God’s bid-
ding by leaving his homeland and relatives. At God’s command he 
had released Ishmael to go with Hagar despite his fatherly love for 
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that son (see Genesis 21:8-20). A treaty with his neighbors meant 
that peace now reigned in the land (see verses 22-32). The deepest 
desire of Abraham and Sarah’s hearts had been realized despite all 
human logic, by God’s gift of Isaac (see Genesis 21:1-3). Now all of 
Abraham’s hopes for the future rested on Isaac. All in all life was good 
and was moving along very smoothly.

Suddenly, Abraham was confronted with the greatest test of his 
life. It was a test that would disclose Abraham’s faith as no other expe-
rience had up to this time. God spoke to Abraham one day and said, 
“Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the 
region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains I will tell you about” (Genesis 22:2).

God’s command left no doubt as to which son was involved. The 
Bible does not tell us how Abraham felt the moment the command 
came, but let’s speculate how a parent might feel. God’s words must 
have been like a knife stabbing Abraham’s heart. It all appeared to be 
so inconsistent. Confusing thoughts must have raced through the old 
man’s mind. They had waited for years for Isaac who was finally born 
as a result of God’s miracle. Long before Isaac was born God prom-
ised, “I will establish my covenant with [Isaac]” (Genesis 17:19). Was 
that covenant now to be cut off? At the time God issued the command, 
Abraham had not read the end of the chapter, as we have, and there 
was no hint of an alternate plan. His choice was limited to either obey 
or disobey.

Whether or not Abraham had any of these thoughts, they were 
fleeting. By morning the issue was settled. Genesis 22:3 says “early 
the next morning” Abraham set out to do God’s bidding. How could 
he respond immediately to what surely was a shocking request? The 
Apostle Paul refers to one of the characteristics of Abraham’s faith 
when he said Abraham was “fully persuaded that God had power to 
do what he had promised” (Romans 4:21).

As is evident from Abraham’s life, mature faith such as he dis-
played in this incident of difficult testing did not develop during that 
night following God’s command. Experience after experience—some 
of which appeared to be impossible—taught Abraham to trust God and 
with each experience his faith was strengthened.

How important it is for us to realize that our walk of faith is like a 
marathon. It is not the quick bursts of enthusiasm or flashing begin-
nings that count. Rather, a healthy walk of faith means a steady pace 
of daily walking with God and learning to trust Him more with each test 
of faith. Think of the long hours and the many years of training each 
contestant in the Olympics must give to perfect abilities that he or she 
has only a few minutes to demonstrate at the meet. The time involved 
in developing these skills is similar to the development of our faith.

Despite his inner feelings, Abraham in an absolute step of faith 
obeyed God, trusting Him who had not failed him in the past, to main-
tain that support. With the necessary supplies Abraham, Isaac and 
two servants began the three-day journey to Moriah. On the third day 
Abraham “looked up and saw the place in the distance” (Genesis 
22:4). Even though he knew that God required him to let go of his most 
precious treasure, Abraham calmly instructed his servants, “Stay here 

with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and 
then we will come back to you” (Genesis 22:5, italics added).

Abraham was sure that he and Isaac would not only go to wor-
ship, but that both of them would return. Had he chosen to ignore 
the impending sacrifice? No. The writer of Hebrews says “Abraham 
reasoned that God could raise the dead” (Hebrews 11:19).

If Abraham had learned anything in his lifetime it was that God 
is faithful. Truly, his faith in God was remarkable. He vividly demon-
strated the truth of 1 Peter 1:6-7: “In this you greatly rejoice, though 
now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of 
trials. These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine.” 
For gold to be valuable it must first be refined by fire so that all the 
impurities are taken out. Our faith is more precious than gold because 
after faith has been refined by trials it brings “praise, glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed” (verse 7).

The Sacrifice

The Bible does not give Isaac’s age during this incident, but most 
biblical scholars agree that at the sacrifice he was about sixteen or 
seventeen years old. Abraham’s faith had obviously influenced Isaac. 
Nowhere is there any indication that Isaac struggled with his father 
during the event. He must also have had a strong faith that allowed 
him to trust and obey.

Leaving the servants behind, the father and son trudged on up 
the mountain. Isaac, still unaware of what lay ahead, asked his father, 
“The fire and wood are here,…but where is the lamb for the burnt of-
fering?” (Genesis 22:7). What a touching, but difficult question for that 
father. Without delay Abraham answered, “God himself will provide 
the lamb for the burnt offering, my son” (verse 8).

When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham 
methodically prepared the altar and then bound Isaac and laid him on 
the wood. When Abraham’s actions had clearly demonstrated that he 
would not withhold anything from Him, the voice of God stopped him: 
“Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because 
you have not withheld from me your son, your only son” (Genesis 
22:12).

God indeed provided “the lamb for the burnt offering” as Abraham 
believed He would. A ram was caught by its horns in a thicket nearby. 
Abraham took the ram—the substitute for Isaac—and offered it as an 
offering in the altar in place of his beloved son. Verse 14 says: “Abra-
ham called that place The Lord Will Provide.”

Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac is a picture of what God 
did for us. There was, however, no substitute when God sent His Son 
into the world to be sacrificed. Romans 8:32 says God “did not spare 
his own Son, but gave him up for us all.” Jesus Christ died on the cross 
for you and for me. He took the punishment that we deserved. “He 
himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to 
sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed” 
(1 Peter 2:24). Have you received Him as your Savior and Lord? Have 
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you thanked Him for the gift of salvation? How real is He to you? What 
would you do if He asked you to give up your most precious posses-
sion, be it your job, your home, your wealth, your popularity in the 
church? How strong is your faith in Him?

Points to Ponder

Abraham’s faith was tested in at least two ways in this incident. 
First, he was required to offer the best and the most precious of all 
his possessions. Second, he was asked to offer to God the son of 
promise. Abraham’s future, according to God’s promise, was assured 
to him only through Isaac. The question then was: If Isaac died, what 
would become of God’s promise to Abraham? In taking this tremen-
dous step of faith and being willing to offer Isaac, Abraham demon-
strated in a very practical way that he believed death is no problem to 
Almighty God, the creator of life.

A question that troubles many is: How could God ask what He 
did of Abraham when He specifically forbids human sacrifice? God’s 
command for a sacrifice seems to be so inconsistent.

First, we need to remember God is sovereign. There is no way 
that mere man can ever understand His ways completely, nor has God 
ever promised to give an account of His actions to us, His creation. 
Observe what the Bible says about God’s ways: “‘For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the Lord. 
‘As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts’” (Isaiah 55:8-9). Fur-
thermore, God’s Word says: “The secret things belong to the Lord our 
God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, 
that we may follow all the words of this law” (Deuteronomy 29:29). Our 
task is to obey what has been revealed to us and to trust our heavenly 
Father, knowing that He loves us and He does what is best for us.

Second, Abraham’s was a unique test of faith. Never before or 
since has anyone been asked to do what God asked of Abraham. 
We do know infant sacrifice in that day was a very common practice 
among pagans. Abraham’s Canaanite neighbors who worshiped idols 
sacrificed their children to their false gods. Could it be that Abraham’s 
test was to show that he loved the true, living God as much as his 
neighbors loved their false gods? We can only leave the reason in the 
hands of God.

The test illustrates that God was very real to Abraham. There 
was no doubt in Abraham’s mind that God loved him. Thus when God 
gave instructions that to us appear incredible, Abraham immediately 
proceeded to obey. Today, because we have God’s completed revela-
tion in our Bibles, we know that He would never ask anyone to offer 
a child as a human sacrifice. The Bible clearly teaches against that 
(see Leviticus 18:21; 20:1-5; Deuteronomy 12:31) and it also teaches 
God’s great love for all mankind.

Although our daily trials are different from Abraham’s final test, we 
will be tested. Our world is rapidly changing. Since the secular world 
often ridicules Christians who live by values based upon the Word of 
God, we need to be ready to give a reason for that position. The Bible 

says, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the hope that you have” (1 Peter 3:15).

This command, of course, has been true since the beginning of 
the Church as people had to give an answer for their faith. In fact, 
Polycarp, one of the early church fathers, was put on trial because 
of his faith in Christ. Despite the Roman proconsul’s threats to throw 
him to wild animals or to burn him at the stake if he failed to renounce 
his faith, Polycarp chose to die rather than to deny Christ. His final 
words were a prayer in which he thanked God for the opportunity to be 
counted worthy to suffer as a martyr for Him.

We have proof of God’s faithfulness to us. He did not spare His 
own Son from death (see John 3:16) and through His gift has given us 
the right to become members of His family (see John 1:12). The mes-
sage from Abraham’s altar of sacrifice in Moriah and from the cross 
where Jesus died for us is the same: God is love and He is faithful.
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

 ɶ Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.
 ɶ Use only the Bible for your answers.
 ɶ Write your answers and the verses you used.
 ɶ Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.
 ɶ Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Hebrews 11:11-19.

1. What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Hebrews 11:11-19 or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal applica-
tion did you choose to apply to your life?

2. The suggested memory verses are Psalm 95:6-7a, or choose another verse that was meaningful to you. Write it down and post it in a promi-
nent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 11:20-22.

1. Hebrews 11:20-22 refer briefly to several generations of God’s people of faith. All three verses deal with similar events involving not only faith, 
but the sovereignty of God, His promised covenant to Abraham, birthrights and the blessing given to the firstborn in a family. What does this 
passage say about Isaac, Jacob and Joseph? 

2. a. Isaac, Jacob and Joseph all learned that God is sovereign as they looked to the future in faith. Using a dictionary, what is the meaning of 
the word sovereign or sovereignty? Try to write the definition in your own words.

b. Read Psalms 135:5-6,14. Think carefully of the meaning of the word sovereign. What do these verses say about God?

3. The custom of the surrounding peoples in the time of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob provided that, under ordinary circumstances, the younger 
of two sons would be subservient to the older. But as we study the lives of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob a recurring theme is the sovereignty of 
God. According to Hebrews 11:20-21 how did Isaac and Jacob bless their children?

4. As Christians, we are to bring all of our children to the Lord and pass His blessing to each one. How did Jesus respond to children in Matthew 
19:13-14?
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5. Personal: If you have children, are you bringing them to the Lord for His blessing? You can do this by praying for them and with them, by talking 
to them about the Lord and His presence in your life, and by taking them to church and Sunday school to learn more about Him. If you don’t 
have children at home, you can reach out in the same way to your grandchildren, nieces and nephews, or children in your neighborhood. Ask 
God to show you opportunities to bring children to Him.

Third Day: Review Hebrews 11:20-22, concentrating on verse 20.

1. Read Genesis 25:21-23. How did God express His sovereignty when He spoke to Rebekah before her sons were born?

2. Read Genesis 27:1-4. While preparing to bless his heir before he died, to which son was Isaac preparing to give his final blessing despite 
God’s words to Rebekah?

3. Read Genesis 27:5-13. Briefly describe the deceptive plan Rebekah used to make sure God’s promise to Jacob would be carried out.

4. Since God knows what is best for us and is all powerful, He will bring His plans to pass, without our “helping” Him by deception or clever plans 
of our own. What do you learn about this in the following verses?

Psalm 33:11

Proverbs 16:9

2 Corinthians 1:21-22

5. Personal: Do you live each day with the desire to fit into God’s plan for you, rather than directing your own steps? If you have accepted Jesus 
as your Lord and Savior, why not thank Him now that He has a wonderful plan for you, and ask Him to guide you by His Holy Spirit living within 
you?

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 11:20-22, concentrating on verse 20.

1. Read Romans 9:10-16. Does this passage say that the choice of Isaac’s heir was God’s choice or due to the actions of people?
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2. Read Genesis 27:32-33. What was Isaac’s response when he realized he had almost defied God’s command by giving the blessing of the 
firstborn to Esau? Note especially his words in verse 33b.

3. What blessing in regard to his future did Isaac give to Esau in Genesis 27:38-40?

4. Read Genesis 28:1-4. Isaac later blessed Jacob again with full knowledge of which son he was blessing. What did he say in verses 3 and 
4?

5. Hebrews 11:20 says the important thing about the blessings Isaac gave was his faith that God’s purposes for his sons’ futures could not pos-
sibly fail. He knew God is sovereign. How do you see God exercising His sovereignty in the following Scripture?

Proverbs 21:1

Proverbs 21:30

Act 4:27-28

6. Personal: Do you share Isaac’s faith that God’s purpose for your future and your children’s future cannot fail? How does this change your 
perspective about your daily circumstances and trials?

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 11:20-22, concentrating on verse 21.

1. a. Compare Hebrews 11:21 and Genesis 48:8-20. How did Joseph position his sons before Jacob (also called Israel) that showed he ex-
pected the traditional blessing of the firstborn? (see Genesis 48:13)

b. What did Jacob do in Genesis 48:14, and what did he reply in verse 19 when Joseph protested?

c. Later Jacob blessed each of his sons including Joseph. To whom did Jacob give credit for Joseph’s success? See Genesis 49:22-25.
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2. In order to see the development of Jacob’s faith, let us look back at his past. Read Genesis 27:41-44. What consequences did Jacob experi-
ence due to the jealousy, deception and dishonesty in which he was involved?

3. a. Read Genesis 28:10-15. How did God display His mercy to Jacob who was running for his life after deceiving Esau?

b. What does Psalm 145:8-9 say about God’s mercy and compassion?

4.  God showed mercy to Jacob even after Jacob’s deceit, and He will do the same for us. What does 1 John 1:9 say we should do when we 
have sinned?

5. Personal: Every one of us sins and falls short of God’s way for us, even though we don’t mean to. Why not pray now and confess your sins to 
God and receive His forgiveness? Ask Him to put you back on the right path and to carry out His plan for your life.

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 11:20-22, concentrating on verse 22.

1. When Joseph knew his life on earth was almost over, what request did he make concerning his bones according to Genesis 50:25?

2. At the time of Joseph’s death God’s promise for the land had not yet been fulfilled. Look at Hebrews 11:1 and Genesis 50:24. How did 
Joseph’s last words indicate that “faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see”?

3. As a young man, Joseph suffered many hardships after his brothers sold him into Egyptian slavery. Read Genesis 41:39-41, which took place 
after Joseph was released from prison to interpret a dream for Pharaoh. What great honor was at last given to Joseph?

4. Read Genesis 50:15-21. How did Joseph’s reply  in verses 19-21 to his frightened brothers show he was convinced of God’s sovereignty?

5. Personal: Have you been hurt by the actions of other people? Are you willing to forgive them or are you holding a grudge? No matter what 
others have done to you, God promises us in Romans 8:28 “that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.” If you are having trouble forgiving someone, ask God to help you do it, and to show you how He is working 
even through this situation for your good.

6. Share your memory verse with the rest of your group.
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The Faith of Isaac, Jacob, Joseph —  
Hebrews 11:20-22

Hebrews 11:1 reads, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for 
and certain of what we do not see.” We are aware, from our study, that 
this is not a blind faith—a leap in the dark—but a faith in Almighty God 
who is all knowing and who always keeps His promises. By faith we 
know that we can always trust Him. Nevertheless, there may be times 
when things happen in our lives that we do not understand. When that 
happens we are immediately prone to ask why?

As we look at the faith of Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, the next 
names in Hebrews chapter 11, perhaps we will gain a new and better 
concept of our relationship to God, our heavenly Father. While we still 
may not understand why God is permitting the unexpected, the impor-
tant truth is that we continue to trust Him.

As we go into this lesson, observe the similarities of the faith lives 
of Isaac, Jacob and Joseph in Hebrews 11:20-22. For example, the 
reference to the faith of Isaac and Jacob is the faith of men for whom 
death is very near. Jacob and Joseph both looked beyond their own 
deaths in anticipation of the exodus from Egypt and the people of Is-
rael finally reaching the promised land (see also Genesis 47:28-31 
and 50:22-25). There is reference to similar events for each of the 
three men involving not only their faith, but God’s covenant for the 
promised land, birthrights and blessings of the firstborn. Each of these 
three men could have asked: Why is God changing from the traditional 
way of giving the blessing to the firstborn? But each allowed God to 
take control.

Isaac

“By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future” 
(Hebrews 11:20). Since this verse refers to an aged Isaac (see also 
Genesis 27:1-2), let’s briefly look at his younger years. From early 
boyhood Isaac no doubt learned that God had called his father, Abra-
ham, from Ur. Like many other sons, Isaac perhaps repeatedly heard 
his father tell about bygone days as Abraham reminded him of God’s 
promises and His covenant concerning a land for their people (see 
Genesis 24:7). From his father, young Isaac must have learned that he 
was involved in the very core of God’s covenant (see Genesis 17:19).

Out of obedience to Abraham, Isaac married Rebekah, a young 
lady from Mesopotamia. Some time later Isaac and Rebekah had twin 

sons, Esau and Jacob. The twins grew up and developed very different 
personalities. Esau, the firstborn, was the outdoor type and became 
a skilled hunter. Jacob had a quiet nature and was content to remain 
near the home tents. As often happens, Isaac and Rebekah played 
favorites with their sons. Esau became his father’s favorite while Re-
bekah was drawn to quiet, but sly Jacob.

Before Jacob and Esau were born God had told Rebekah that the 
older would serve the younger (see Genesis 25:23). That meant that 
the custom of giving the birthright and final blessing to the firstborn 
was to be reversed. It was Jacob, the younger, who would receive 
the honor of the firstborn. Perhaps Rebekah and Isaac questioned 
in their own minds why God would reverse the custom in their family. 
Nevertheless just as it had been God’s sovereign choice that Isaac, 
not Ishmael, was the chosen one through whom He would establish 
His everlasting covenant (see Genesis 17:19), so it was His sovereign 
choice that Jacob, would be the heir.

Isaac Issues a Blessing

When Isaac was old and almost blind, he realized his time on 
earth was limited. As God’s chosen heir of the promise given to Abra-
ham, Isaac was to pass this promise on to his offspring. He must have 
been aware of God’s revelation to Rebekah that Jacob was to be the 
recipient of the blessing. Nevertheless, Isaac’s great love for his fa-
vorite son almost caused him to disobey God and give the greater 
blessing to Esau. Isaac sent Esau out for wild game to prepare for 
a special meal, after which he would bestow this important blessing 
(Genesis 27:1-4).

Through a series of double-dealing treacheries, masterminded 
by Rebekah, Jacob appeared before his father disguised as Esau and 
received the blessing of the firstborn. There really was no need for the 
scheming and deception in view of God’s earlier promise concern-
ing Jacob. Apparently Rebekah had difficulty trusting God to keep His 
promise concerning her favorite son, Jacob, just as Isaac’s love for 
Esau was a factor in clouding his actions.

When Esau returned from hunting, Isaac realized he had been 
deceived into blessing Jacob instead of Esau. Despite being extreme-
ly upset, Isaac did not dare to revoke the blessing he had just given 
to Jacob. The Bible says, “Isaac trembled violently and said, ‘Who 
was it, then, that hunted game and brought it to me? I ate it…and I 
blessed him—and indeed he will be blessed!’” (Genesis 27:33). The 
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last phrase of Isaac’s outcry, “And indeed he will be blessed” is his 
surrender to God’s sovereignty. Isaac realized that God’s plans cannot 
be thwarted; he put aside his own desires and bowed to God’s control. 
“By faith” says Hebrews he blessed the man of God’s choice. Esau 
also received a blessing but the greater one went to Jacob. Isaac, like 
his father Abraham, believed God, and his belief is another demon-
stration of Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for 
and certain of what we do not see.”

Jacob

“By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s 
sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff” (Hebrews 
11:21). Once again we need to backtrack from the Hebrews reference 
to an aged Jacob and briefly pick up the account of Jacob following the 
deception of Isaac. Rebekah was fearful for Jacob’s life due to Esau’s 
anger at losing the blessing of the firstborn. In an attempt to protect 
Jacob, Rebekah encouraged him to go to her brother Laban in Haran 
about 600 miles away.

On the way to Haran Jacob had a dream one night in which he 
saw a stairway extending from earth to heaven and angels were as-
cending and descending on it. The Lord was at the top of the stairway 
and He repeated His promise to Abraham regarding the promised 
land. Then God included Jacob in the covenant: “Your descendants 
will be like the dust of the earth…All peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you and your offspring. I am with you and will watch over you 
whereever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave 
you until I have done what I have promised you” (Genesis 28:14-15).

This was an awesome experience to Jacob, but his true nature 
surfaced following that sacred time. The next morning he dedicated 
himself to God even while attempting to bargain with Him. God had 
just promised blessings and guidance, but true to the meaning of his 
name, “he deceives” (Genesis 25:26, see NIV footnote), Jacob includ-
ed several conditions with his vow to God (Genesis 28:20-21). Only 
then he finally declared, “the Lord will be my God” (verse 21) and he 
promised to give back to God a tenth of all God would give to him. The 
good news is that God’s love is unconditional and is not based on the 
conduct of His children (see Jeremiah 31:3). You and I don’t have to 
be perfect before God will love us and give us the gift of faith.

The story is told of a sociologist who was doing research for a 
book he planned to write on the problems and joys of growing up in 
a large family. Among numerous interviews, the writer interviewed a 
busy mother of twelve. After posing a number of basic questions he 
asked the woman, “Do you think that every child deserves the full, 
impartial love and attention of his or her mother?”

“Of course,” said the mother, “every child needs that.”

“Well, which of your twelve children do you love the most?” asked 
the writer.

The mother replied, “The one who is sick until he gets well, and 
the one who is away until he gets back home.”

The mother’s response is a reminder of the loving care God 
showered upon Jacob, the deceiver. The long account in Genesis 
chapters 29-31 describes Jacob’s life in Haran after he had deceived 
his father and is a demonstration of God’s loving discipline of His cho-
sen servant. There were joys and blessings but there were also times 
of correction and disappointment. The account of Laban’s deceit con-
cerning Jacob’s wives (Genesis 29:15-28) was one occasion when 
Jacob learned what it meant to be deceived.

The difficulties, mingled with joys and blessings while he was in 
Haran working for his uncle, served to strengthen Jacob’s spiritual fi-
ber. He was blessed with a large family and he became wealthy own-
ing huge flocks of sheep and herds of cattle. Unfortunately, Jacob did 
not overcome all of his sly habits and he attempted to gain wealth 
through several schemes.

God never gave up on Jacob despite his cheating and failures. 
The situation between Jacob and Laban was rapidly deteriorating 
when God commanded Jacob to return to his home in Beersheba 
(Genesis 31:3). Home, however, meant meeting Esau. Jacob became 
very fearful for he had no idea how his brother would receive him. 
Jacob still needed to take care of some unresolved problems in his 
own life and the Lord was ready to help him do just that. Whether or 
not Jacob realized it, the sovereign hand of God rested upon him even 
before he was born (see Genesis 25:23).

Jacob fearfully made elaborate preparations for his journey back 
home. He carefully organized his caravan and sent huge gifts ahead 
in an attempt to appease Esau. And Jacob prayed. Read his prayer in 
Genesis 32:9-12. Jacob reminds God that twenty years earlier when 
he was fleeing from his home he crossed the Jordan River with noth-
ing but a staff, then he acknowledges God’s abundant blessings he 
has received. Since God did all of this, Jacob apparently believed He 
must surely want to continue to bless him. Although he was fearful, 
Jacob seemed to believe that “Without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists 
and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Hebrews 11:6, 
italics added).

The night before he met Esau, Jacob sent his family and all his 
possessions across the river. Genesis 32:24 says “Jacob was left 
alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak.” Jacob begged to be 
blessed as he wrestled throughout the night and blessed he was. His 
name was changed from Jacob—the deceiver—to Israel, “because 
you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome” (verse 
28). Upon receiving the blessing Jacob “called the place Peniel, say-
ing, ‘It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared’” 
(verse 30).

Jacob’s Final Blessing

“By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s 
sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff” (Hebrews 
11:21). Jacob had fathered twelve sons, one of which was Joseph. 
When Joseph heard that his father was dying he brought his own 
two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, to be blessed by Jacob. In view 
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of Joseph’s position in the Egyptian courts at that time, it is interesting 
that he did not claim the honors Egypt could offer to his sons. Joseph 
demonstrated his faith in God by wanting to have his offspring become 
part of God’s people.

In Hebrews 11:21 we find Jacob near death, frail and weak, sup-
porting himself on his staff as he worships Almighty God in preparation 
for pronouncing his final blessing on his grandsons. On his deathbed 
Jacob referred back to the time God spoke to him in a dream as he fled 
from Beersheba as a young man. He mentioned the covenant God 
had promised to Abraham. Before blessing Manasseh and Ephraim, 
Joseph’s sons who were born in Egypt, Jacob made them part of his 
family by adoption thus raising them to the level of his own sons so 
that they also would be recipients of God’s promises (see Genesis 
48:3-7). As Jacob blessed Joseph’s sons he deliberately bestowed the 
greater blessing upon Ephraim, the younger son, and he worshiped 
the Lord.

After that blessing Jacob called his twelve sons to him and 
blessed each one (see Genesis 49). Although Reuben was Jacob’s 
firstborn, he had forfeited his rights (see Genesis 35:22 and 49:4) and 
the blessing of the firstborn went to Jacob’s favorite son, Joseph, and 
through him to Joseph’s sons.

Joseph

“By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus 
of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones” 
(Hebrews 11:22). By the end of his life Joseph, like his ancestors in 
his immediate family, had a strong faith in God. That faith grew strong 
when all through his life Joseph learned that no matter what the cir-
cumstances, he could trust God.

Growing up in a large family of twelve brothers, Joseph was loved 
by his father, but hated by his brothers due to the favoritism Jacob 
displayed (see Genesis 37:3-4). Jealousy, envy and hatred led his 
brothers to plot Joseph’s murder, but when the opportunity arose, they 
instead sold him into slavery to merchants going to Egypt (see verses 
18-28).

Young Joseph’s faith was severely tested in Egypt as he faced 
loneliness, rejection, false accusations and much more. Sprinkled 
throughout the account of his life in Egypt is the phrase “the Lord was 
with him.” God was with him in Potiphar’s home (Genesis 39) and 
while he was imprisoned for a crime he did not commit (Genesis 40). A 
good summary statement of his life at that time is: “The Lord was with 
Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did” (Genesis 39:23). 
Faith for Joseph meant holding on to his godly principles despite temp-
tation or hardships.

After a number of years in prison Joseph was called out of the 
dungeon to interpret a dream Pharaoh had that none of his wise men 
were able to interpret. Without resentment or bitterness at the unfair 
treatment he had received, Joseph appeared before Pharaoh and 
witnessed to God’s power: “I cannot [interpret dreams],…but God 
will give Pharaoh the answer he desires” (Genesis 41:16). Greatly 

impressed with Joseph’s answers and suggestions, Pharaoh imme-
diately promoted him. Within a few minutes, Joseph went from being 
a slave and prisoner to the exalted position of second in command in 
Pharaoh’s kingdom.

In her book Tramp for the Lord, the late Corrie ten Boom records 
her feelings on the day she was finally released from a Nazi concen-
tration camp in Ravensbruch. Despite horrifying experiences of humili-
ation, indescribable living conditions and inhuman treatment Corrie’s 
faith in God remained strong and vital. One week before the order 
came to execute all women in her age range Corrie was set free. “I 
still do not understand all the details of my release from Ravensbruch. 
All I know is, it was a miracle of God,” she wrote. She was told to face 
the prison gate one day and not look back. As the gate swung open a 
young female officer led Corrie out of prison and she heard the gate 
swing shut. “I am free,” said Corrie, “and flooding through my mind 
were the words of Jesus…‘Behold, I have set before thee an open 
door, and no man can shut it’” (Revelation 3:8, KJV).

Joseph’s Final Blessing

God opened the prison doors for Joseph also and no man could 
shut them. By his life, Joseph demonstrated that “Faith is being sure 
of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see” (Hebrews 
11:1). Observe the evidence of his anticipation in verse 22: “By faith 
Joseph…spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and 
gave instructions about his bones.” Joseph was firmly convinced that 
God’s promise given to Abraham would one day be fulfilled. Think how 
long he waited for that promise to come to fruition. Despite the fact that 
he had reached the age of 110 and was still in Egypt, had seen “the 
third generation of Ephraim’s children” (Genesis 50:23), Joseph was 
still positive that one day Israel would have her own land. The Bible 
says, “And Joseph said to his brethren, ‘I am about to die. But God will 
surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he 
promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob’” (verse 24).

Years had slipped by as the Israelites waited upon God. Joseph 
realized he would not be alive to witness that great day when at last 
God would fulfill His promise, but by faith he believed God surely would 
do it. The Bible says, “And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an 
oath and said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you must 
carry my bones up from this place’” (Genesis 50:25).

Faith in Whom?

Despite the ups and downs of daily living, the same faith in God 
ran through the lives of Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. All three men had 
faith and by their lives they demonstrated their trust in an all sufficient 
heavenly Father. They believed God could be trusted and they gave 
their lives over to His control.

For our faith to grow it is important that we learn to know God 
personally. Through Bible study and prayer we, as believers, will keep 
our focus on the living God (Colossians 2:6-7) who is the object of our 
faith. When we do, the power of His love and grace becomes part of 
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our daily walk. As we see Him and wait for Him to act, we come to 
reverently accept the truth that God is very great—He is sovereign. 
Isaiah 55:8-9 says, “‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways’ declares the Lord. ‘As the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts.’”

Since God is so much greater than we are and has all power, 
knowledge and wisdom we will, of course, not always understand His 
ways when problems come into our lives. What is most important is 
that we continue to trust Him.

In the 1800s Horatio G. Spafford had a tragic experience that 
could have destroyed his faith. Instead, out of tragedy came a beauti-
ful hymn that has comforted many people. Spafford’s wife and children 
left their home in Chicago to sail to Europe. While on the high seas, 
their ship was rammed by another and many lives were lost. Back in 
Chicago, the distraught Spafford finally received a wire from his wife 
with a message: “Saved alone.”

While grieving the loss of all his children Spafford wrote a poem 
that was later set to music by Philip P. Bliss. The hymn is titled “It Is 
Well with My Soul.” Just a few words from the hymn that has become 
public domain says it all:

When peace like a river attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll,
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well with my soul.

Spafford, like the men of faith in Hebrews 11:20-22, recognized 
that God is sovereign. What do we mean by saying God is sover-
eign?

Our Sovereign God

What better way to learn more of God’s sovereignty than to con-
sult the Bible. From God’s Word we find that God has absolute rule 
over His entire creation—over everyone, everything, everywhere. The 
psalmist says, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, 
and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it 
upon the waters” (Psalm 24:1-2). Also, “I know that the Lord is great, 
that our Lord is greater than all gods. The Lord does whatever pleases 
him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all their depths” 
(Psalm 135:5-6).

An excellent definition of God’s sovereignty is one given in a book 
by the late Peg Rankin entitled Yet Will I Trust Him. In a class Rankin 
and her husband taught they asked students to write their own defini-
tion of the sovereignty of God. A doctoral candidate in the field of phys-
ics wrote: “The sovereignty of God means that God can do anything 
He wants to do, any time He wants to do it, any way He wants to do 
it, for any purpose He wants to accomplish.” As we have learned from 
the study of Isaac, Jacob and Joseph there were many times when 
they could have asked the question why, but all of them bowed to 
God’s sovereignty.

Points to Ponder

In considering God’s sovereignty you might ask, “What about 
me? Don’t I have anything to say about my life?” Of course, you have 
freedom to make plans and choices, but what a comfort it is to know 
that our lives are in the hands of an all knowing, all loving God who 
knows the future and what is best for us: “‘For I know the plans I have 
for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future’” (Jeremiah 29:11). What an 
encouragement to know God is willing to be in control of our lives if we 
give our lives to Him.

The fact that God is sovereign does not mean that we cower in 
fear before Him, frightened that He will punish us the moment we sin. 
After all, He is the One who sent His Son Jesus to pay the price for 
our sin so that we might have eternal life (see John 3:16). Instead, we 
worship God and revere Him. He loves us with an everlasting love and 
He wants us to have a full life (see John 10:10). Furthermore, as we 
have seen in the life of Jacob, God’s love is not based upon our per-
formance. God never gives up on us. The Bible says He supervised 
the creation of our bodies and minds (see Psalm 139:13-15) and He 
knows each individual by name (see Isaiah 43:1). What a loving heav-
enly Father is ours!
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

 ɶ Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.
 ɶ Use only the Bible for your answers.
 ɶ Write your answers and the verses you used.
 ɶ Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.
 ɶ Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on the Faith of Isaac, Jacob and Joseph (Hebrews 11:20-22).

1. What helpful or new thought did you find in the commentary on the faith of Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, or from your teacher’s lecture? What 
personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2. The suggested memory verses are 1 Peter 1:8-9, or choose another verse that was meaningful to you. Write it down and post it in a prominent 
place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 11:23-27, concentrating on verse 23.

1. a. What does Hebrews 11:23 say about Moses’ parents?

b. Who were Moses’ parents? Read Numbers 26:59.

2. Moses’ parents, says Hebrews 11:23, were not afraid of the king’s edict. What, according to Exodus 1:22, was the king’s edict?

3. How, according to Hebrews 11:23a, did Moses’ parents demonstrate their faith in God when the king issued an edict that affected all Israelite 
families?

4. Read Acts 7:20-21. Describe in your own words how God honored the faith of Moses’ parents.

5. Read Exodus 2:7-10. What special privilege did God give to Moses’ mother after Pharaoh’s daughter found baby Moses?
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6. a. Read Psalm 112:6-7. The king’s edict was bad news for Moses’ parents. What encouragement does the psalmist offer to the righteous 
person when confronted with bad news?

b. Personal: Have you felt fearful about bad news you received? If so, how could Psalm 112:6-7 help you?

Third Day: Review Hebrews 11:23-27.

1. What important choice does Hebrews 11:24 say Moses made after he became an adult?

2. Carefully study Hebrews 11:24-27. Write down the action words, or verbs, that describe Moses’ faith. Was it an active or a passive faith?

3. Read Acts 7:22. What were some benefits Moses received as a result of growing up in Pharaoh’s household?

4. Moses was willing to lay aside all the benefits of his upbringing and position in order to follow God’s call. Read Philippians 3:8. How does the 
apostle Paul’s statement compare to Moses’ example?

5. Moses was willing to suffer with the people of God rather than enjoy the riches of Egypt. Our faith may also lead to suffering, rather than to an 
easy life. What benefits do these verses say suffering brings?

1 Peter 4:12-14

1 Peter 5:10

6. Personal: Is God calling you to set aside some privilege, preference, or benefit for the sake of serving Him? Or have you already done this, 
and in some way “participated in the sufferings of Christ”?

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 11:23-27.

1. Read Acts 7:23-28. When Moses “refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter” (Hebrews 11:24) what did he do according to Acts 
7:23?
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2. Read Acts 7:24 with Exodus 2:11-12. Describe what happened when Moses visited his people.

3. What misconception did Moses have about the Israelites and his attempted rescue of them? See Acts 7:25.

4. What was the Israelites’ response to Moses? (Acts 7:26-28)

5. Personal: Moses—like Abraham, Sarah, Isaac and Jacob before him—heard God’s call and followed Him in faith, but he still managed to 
stumble and fall when he tried to do God’s work by his own human plan and strength. Then he was further discouraged when other people 
didn’t recognize God’s call in his life. Do you feel discouraged because you have failed the Lord by following your own plan in your own 
strength? Has this made it hard for others to see God’s work in your life? Why not pray about this now? Confess your sins and failures to God. 
He will forgive you, lift you up, and empower you to do His work in the way He planned. Then others will see what He has done through you 
and give Him the glory.

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 11:23-27.

1. Pharaoh and the Egyptians considered the Israelites as their slaves. How does Hebrews 11:25 say Moses thought of the Israelites?

2. Why did Moses choose to suffer with the Israelites rather than enjoy the riches of Egypt? (see Hebrews 11:26)

3. Read Luke 9:23. What command does Jesus Christ give to anyone who wants to follow Him?

4. Moses looked toward a coming reward. What do you learn about the believer’s life on earth and our reward in the following verses?

Matthew 5:11-12

Colossians 3:1-4
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5. a. Moses had a faith that looked beyond the things of this world. Compare Hebrews 11:26 with Romans 8:18. How does the faith of Paul 
compare to the faith of Moses, particularly regarding suffering and rewards for God’s people?

b. Personal: Moses and Paul regarded suffering and trials here on earth as unimportant when compared to knowing God’s presence with 
us now and looking forward to what He has prepared for us in heaven. Are you able to share their outlook? How would thinking this way 
change your attitude about the circumstances in your life today?

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 11:23-27.

1. Why does Hebrews 11:27 say Moses was able to persevere?

2. Read Acts 7:29-33. Describe how Moses “saw him who is invisible.”

3. Read Exodus 2:23-24. While Moses was in Midian, did conditions improve for the Israelites in Egypt? What was their prayer and God’s re-
sponse?

4. According to Acts 7:34-36 what assignment did Moses receive from God that would become an answer to the Israelites’ prayers?

5. Personal: Hebrews 11:27 says that Moses by faith did not fear the king’s anger. Yet when he fled Egypt forty years earlier, he fled in great 
fear. Now, having met God face to face, Moses was no longer afraid to face Pharaoh. What are you afraid of in your own life? Meeting God 
face to face by spending time reading His word and conversing with Him in prayer will take away your fear. Write down your fears here and 
ask God to help you walk away from them with His help.

6. Share your memory verse with your class.
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Hebrews 11:23-27

Some years ago I read a statement that said in effect that when 
man attempts to change history, he usually uses battles or ballots; but 
when God changes history He begins by using a baby. That saying 
was certainly true when God sent the Lord Jesus Christ into the world. 
Christ’s redemptive work on the cross provided a way “to take away 
the sins of many people” (Hebrews 9:28) and that changed history 
for countless numbers of people. God changed the course of history 
for Israel long before the birth of Jesus Christ by sending a baby boy 
into the home of two of His devout followers. The baby’s name was 
Moses.

Moses’ Parents

As we continue our study of faith we see a distinct change that 
begins with Hebrews 11:23. Up to this point the people of faith men-
tioned in the Hebrews hall of faith have been based on information 
recorded in Genesis. In verse 23 the writer of Hebrews moves on to 
Exodus and lists Moses, the first national leader of Israel and the one 
to whom God gave the law. The book of Genesis centers more on fam-
ily history while Exodus is a national history. Observe, however, that 
rather than going immediately into the adult life of Moses’ walk of faith, 
Hebrews focuses on the faith of Moses’ parents.

This man and woman, although almost unknown, demonstrated a 
faith in God that gave them an honored place among the other “greats” 
in Hebrews chapter 11. Some people may not even know that the 
names of these striking people were Amram and Jochebed (see Num-
bers 26:59). Of course, knowing their names is not the issue. The 
important truth is that because Amram and Jochebed dared to trust 
God, the whole history of the world changed.

“By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was 
born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not 
afraid of the king’s edict” (Hebrews 11:23). In an era when the king 
held the power of life and death in his hands for his subjects, we recog-
nize the deep faith in God and the resulting courage of two people.

The King’s Edict

Although Hebrews 11 moves right on from Joseph in verse 22 to 
Moses in verse 23 it will help to understand the circumstances just a 

bit better if we are aware that hundreds of years have passed and a 
new era has dawned between these two verses. In her book What the 
Bible Is All About, the late Dr. Henrietta C. Mears points out that 300 
to 350 years have slipped by between the closing scene of Genesis 
and Exodus chapter 1.

Exodus 1:8 says that a new king, or Pharoah, was ruling Egypt 
who did not know Joseph. The Israelites were no longer regarded as 
the favored descendants of the man who had been the prime minister 
of Egypt and saved the Egyptian people from a terrible famine. The 
Israelite people had multiplied to almost two million—a figure that was 
very frightening to Pharaoh. The concern of Pharaoh was that if the 
Israelites should ever join enemy forces, they could easily overthrow 
him and take control of Egypt. So the Egyptians put slave masters 
over the Israelites, forcing them to build great store cities for Pharaoh. 
As the number of Israelites increased so did Egyptian brutality. Pha-
raoh then issued a gruesome edict that all male Hebrew babies be 
killed at birth.

The suffering of His people under the Egyptian Pharaoh did not 
take God by surprise. He predicted centuries earlier that His people 
would be “enslaved and ill-treated four hundred years” (Genesis 15:13). 
Hebrews 4:13 says, “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. 
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom 
we must give account.” God in His omniscience had already begun to 
work on behalf of the Israelites. He would send someone to deliver His 
people from slavery. It was against this dark national background that 
Moses was born into the home of Amram, Jochebed and their children 
Miriam and Aaron.

Christian parents view their children as a gift from God. Moses’ 
parents were no different. “They saw he was no ordinary child” (He-
brews 11:23). Somehow they saw or sensed something special about 
this infant. The Bible does not say how they knew or sensed this. Jose-
phus, the first-century Jewish historian, says an angel visited Amram 
and told him that Moses was to be used by God but there is no biblical 
support for this idea.

It is interesting, however, to compare references to the infant 
Moses in several Bible versions. Other versions of Hebrews 11:23 
include: “he was a beautiful child” (NKJV); “an unusual child” (NLT); 
Exodus 2:2 includes “a fine child” (NIV); Acts 7:20 says “he was no 
ordinary child” (NIV) with a marginal note “was fair in the sight of God.” 
With this variation we come back to Hebrews 11:23 that Moses “was 
no ordinary child.”
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The fact that Moses’ parents violated the law and disobeyed the 
king’s edict is evidence that their faith and reverence for God was far 
greater than their loyalty to Pharaoh. “By faith,” says Hebrews, they 
“hid him for three months after he was born.” Trying to hide an infant 
for that length of time must have been extremely difficult. Moses’ par-
ents were working against overwhelming odds to save their son. Am-
ram and Jochebed’s emotions must have run the gamut from the joy 
that comes with a new life to the fear of discovery and loss due to that 
dreadful edict that hung over them. No doubt there were many prayers 
and tears as these godly parents waited upon Almighty God.

God’s Marvelous Ways

Since Pharaoh did not know God, it is not surprising that he would 
issue an edict against Hebrew male infants. Babies have a way of 
melting the hearts of women, even babies who are the enemy’s off-
spring. In this case God used the compassion of Pharaoh’s daughter 
to save His deliverer.

The account of baby Moses adrift in a basket among the reeds 
along the banks of the Nile River (Exodus 2:1-10) is more than just a 
beautiful Sunday School story. God was at work in the life of this infant 
in a plan involving His people and the history of Israel and the ultimate 
salvation of humanity. Although Pharaoh said, “Infant boys must die” 
the Lord said in effect, “This child will live for I have plans for his life.”

We do not know how much Amram and Jochebed were aware 
of the role they were playing in the deliverance of Israel. They did 
all they could humanly do to protect the tiny life God had entrusted 
into their care by hiding Moses as long as they could. This took deep 
faith in God plus tremendous courage. Faith for Jochebed was not 
just passive. She was convinced that putting her trust in God involved 
planning and careful thought on her part. It is obvious, as each step of 
her plan unfolded, that her faith included a well-thought-out plan that 
she executed with utmost skill.

First, her plan was just within the law. She would “throw” her son 
into the river as Pharaoh ordered (Exodus 1:22), but the baby would be 
in a basket! Second, she placed the basket into shallow water where 
the current would not carry it away. Discovery was certain for that was 
an area in the Nile that Pharaoh’s daughter often used for bathing. 
When Jochebed released the basket containing that precious cargo, 
she and Amram were in reality committing Moses to God by faith. 
They had no way of knowing how, or even if, God would intervene to 
preserve the life of their precious infant.

The Bible says, “Now glory be to God! By his mighty power at 
work within us, he is able to accomplish infinitely more than we would 
ever dare to ask or hope” (Ephesians 3:20, NLT). The truth of this 
verse was demonstrated as God honored the faith of Moses’ parents. 
Despite the evil edict of Pharaoh, God worked out all things for the 
good. The life of baby Moses was spared. Then as a special love 
gift which was perhaps beyond Jochebed’s highest expectation of an-
swered prayers or dreams, the Lord permitted her to care for her baby! 
(See Exodus 2:7-9.) The amazing truth is that despite the edict, the 
child not only lived but actually grew up in the courts of Pharaoh—the 

child whom God had ordained from birth—to become the emancipator 
of the Israelites. God does work in marvelous ways to do His will.

The devotional booklet published by Radio Bible Class, Grand 
Rapids, titled Our Daily Bread, March 3, 1989 tells of an experience of 
James Gilmour, missionary to Mongolia. Although not a medical doc-
tor, Gilmour was once asked to treat three wounded soldiers. Two of 
the men had wounds that were not difficult to dress, but the third had 
a broken thigh bone. Setting a bone was beyond Gilmour’s medical 
knowledge, so he prayed, believing God would somehow answer his 
prayer.

Soon a group of beggars came to the mission asking for money. 
Despite his preoccupation with the broken bone, Gilmour gave the 
beggars a few coins and words of encouragement. As the ragged pau-
pers left, the missionary returned to the soldier and the broken bone. 
A moment later Gilmour noticed one of the beggars had not gone with 
his friends. The man obviously had been starving and was little more 
than a living skeleton. At once Gilmour realized God had answered his 
prayer by sending a “walking” lesson in anatomy. With the beggar’s 
permission Gilmour traced his fingers over the area corresponding to 
the soldier’s fracture and he was able to set the soldier’s leg. Gilm-
our often delighted to tell of God’s strange, but wonderful answer to 
prayer.

We do not know how long Jochebed cared for Moses in her own 
home after Pharaoh’s daughter hired her. From the customs of Egypt 
in that day, Jochebed probably did not return Moses to Pharaoh’s 
daughter until he was three or fours years old. While his parents had 
this “time of grace,” the most impressionable years of childhood, they 
must have planted seeds of faith as they taught Moses about his own 
heritage as well as the faith they had in Almighty God.

When Moses became a member of Pharaoh’s household he had 
all the advantages imaginable. Acts 7:22 says: “Moses was educated 
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.” A godly foundation, however, pre-
ceded this education.

Moses, a Man of Faith

“By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as 
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter” (Hebrews 11:24). As the son of Pha-
raoh’s daughter, Moses had become a member of the wealthy ruling 
class. At his fingertips were all the advantages Egypt had to offer—the 
glory, the prestige, the power. It is possible he might have eventu-
ally been seated on the throne and could have been listed among the 
great pharaohs of Egypt. What is impressive in Moses’ situation is the 
choice he made in view of all the secular and cultural advantages at 
his disposal.

According to Acts 7:23 Moses was forty years old when he made 
the decision to renounce his role in the courts of Pharaoh. By this time 
he was “powerful in speech and action” (Acts 7:22) with everything 
seemingly going well for him.

Observe all of the action verbs in Hebrews 11:24-27 that describe 
Moses’ faith as he made the decision to renounce his role as the son 
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of Pharaoh’s daughter. There can be no doubt that Moses’ faith was 
a faith of action. “By faith Moses, when he had grown up…refused” 
(verse 24); he “chose” (verse 25); he “regarded disgrace,” he “was 
looking ahead” (verse 26); he “left,” he “persevered” (verse 27).

When Moses reached maturity he made specific choices by faith. 
He had been well educated in the wisdom of Egypt but his faith no 
doubt was embedded in his heart and mind by the training he received 
from his godly birth parents, as well as the Spirit of God at work with-
in his heart. The Bible says, “Train a child in the way he should go, 
and when he is old he will not turn from it” (Proverbs 22:6). The Lord 
brought the truths planted by Moses’ parents to his mind. Although 
the Bible has no indication of this, it is difficult to imagine that Amram 
and Jochebed did not continue to pray often for Moses long after he 
left their care.

Moses’ Choices

The choices people make often reveal a great deal about their 
character and personality. As an adult, Moses by faith “chose to be ill-
treated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a short time” (Hebrews 11:25).

Moses must have given a great deal of thought to his own circum-
stances and the hardship of the Israelites who suffered so intensely as 
slaves. The Bible says, “It is God who works in you to will and to act 
according to his good purpose” (Philippians 2:13). Even while he was 
in the house of Pharaoh, God was perhaps nudging Moses and work-
ing within him. Moses apparently came to the conclusion that he could 
not ride the fence, as it were, and be identified with both the Egyptians 
and the Israelites. He had to choose either one or the other.

Put yourself into Moses’ position and think of the choice he faced. 
He had all the advantages of royalty living in the courts of Pharaoh 
while the Israelites suffered indescribable inhuman treatment. The 
Egyptians made the lives of the Israelites “bitter with hard labor in brick 
and mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their hard labor 
the Egyptians used them ruthlessly” (Exodus 1:14). Moses chose to 
be ill-treated with the people of God says Hebrews 11:25, “rather than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.”

By faith Moses obviously had concluded that the Israelites were 
not a race of slaves but the “people of God” (Hebrews 11:25) endowed 
with a divine destiny from the living God. Thus it would have been sin 
for Moses to renounce God and His people and to choose the immedi-
ate enjoyment, comfort and luxury of the Egyptian court.

Renouncing his role in the courts of Pharaoh indicates what a 
great man of faith Moses was. His choice to be identified with God and 
His people was Moses’ first step in giving the Lord the proper place 
in his life.

The great British evangelist, Henry Moorhouse, had been used 
by God in a marvelous way as many people in Great Britain and the 
United States found the Lord through his preaching. The story is told 
that once when Moorhouse had an evangelistic campaign in Canada 
the Lord seemed to withhold His blessings. Although the evangelist 

presented the gospel message as forcefully as ever there was no re-
sponse. Humbly, Moorhouse fell on his face before the Lord as he 
searched his own heart. Then while walking around in the city, Moor-
house was shocked to see a huge billboard boldly proclaiming: “Come 
and hear Henry Moorhouse, the most famous of all British preach-
ers.”

At last Moorhouse believed he had the answer for which he had 
prayed. Immediately he confronted the committee responsible for the 
billboard and insisted that it be taken down. “No wonder the Holy Spirit 
cannot work!” he said. “You have not honored the Lord Jesus Christ. I 
am just His poor, simple servant to whom He has given the privilege to 
preach the gospel.” After Moorhouse had rejected all fame attributed 
to him, God again used him to bring many to faith in Christ.

Faith and Values

By faith Moses placed a higher value on future reward from God 
than on everything Egypt had to offer. The writer of Hebrews says, 
“He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than 
the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward” 
(Hebrews 11:26).

Moses’ choice to be identified with God’s people is similar to a 
choice made much later by the Apostle Paul when he said, “But what-
ever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is 
more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing great-
ness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 
things” (Philippians 3:7-8).

Both Moses and the Apostle Paul followed the attitude that Christ 
Jesus demonstrated. The Bible teaches that the Lord Jesus was be-
fore all things; He is the creator. Although He is equal with God, He 
“made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made 
in human likeness” (Philippians 2:7). What was the result? “God ex-
alted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow…and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father” (Philippians 2:9-11).

After Moses had renounced his role in the Egyptian courts he took 
action to join the Israelites and to attempt to deliver his people from 
Egyptian bondage. The Bible gives no indication that God was direct-
ing him, but Moses “decided to visit his fellow Israelites” (Acts 7:23). 
Unfortunately, in his eagerness, Moses attempted his emancipation 
efforts in his own wisdom and power. The result was a disaster.

When Moses saw an Israelite being mistreated by an Egyptian, 
he jumped into the fracas in an effort to defend the Israelite. The in-
cident ended when Moses murdered the Egyptian and finally had to 
run for his life to escape the wrath of Pharaoh. The Bible says, “Moses 
thought that his own people would realize that God was using him to 
rescue them, but they did not ” (Acts 7:25, italics added).

Moses burned all his bridges behind him. He went from the role of 
a prince to that of a fugitive. Instead of a life of luxury in the palace he 
went to the wilds of the desert and became a shepherd.
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For forty years in Midian, Moses was with God learning what he 
needed to know in order to become a leader whom God would use 
to release His people from the bondage of Egyptian slavery. At the 
end of forty years when Moses was eighty years old, God spoke to 
him from a burning bush in the desert. God told him to go back to 
Egypt and deliver His people Israel (see Exodus chapter 3). The land 
to which God wanted to lead the Israelites (verse 8) was part of the 
great promise God had made hundred of years earlier to Abraham 
(see Genesis 13:15).

Poor Moses felt inadequate for the tremendous task God set 
before him and he made many excuses for not accepting the assign-
ment. God assured Moses: “I will be with you” (Exodus 3:12) and He 
promised that Aaron, his brother, would accompany Moses back to 
Egypt. In the end God won out and Moses was ready to obey.

What a gracious, loving Father we have in Almighty God. Fear of 
returning to Egypt where he had been a wanted man, was perhaps still 
very much in Moses’ thinking as he made preparations to leave Mid-
ian. Observe the heartwarming note that calls attention to God’s great 
love and mercy for His fearful children that is tucked into God’s words 
to Moses: “Go back to Egypt, for all the men who wanted to kill you are 
dead” (Exodus 4:19). Without reprimanding Moses for his fears, God 
gave him the encouragement he needed so badly.

Forty years earlier Moses was afraid of Pharaoh because in his 
eagerness, Moses had attempted to release the slaves in his own 
power without waiting for God’s guidance. The result was failure. Hav-
ing met God face to face Moses was no longer afraid to face Pharaoh. 
Moses was able to go back to Egypt a changed man. Time alone with 
God in the desert turned him into a man full of faith in God, confidence 
and trust. He no longer feared man but he had a deep reverential fear 
for the Almighty God. Moses was at last ready to be the emancipator 
God called him to be and to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. Hebrews 
says “By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he perse-
vered because he saw him who is invisible” (11:27). Moses’ focus had 
changed from centering on self and failure, to focusing on God with 
whom all things are possible (see Matthew 19:26).

Points to Ponder

What a challenge the faith of Moses can be for us today. He, by 
faith, made a choice for an all-out identification with the Lord despite 
the cost to his personal life.

Think for a moment of the results available to us when we choose 
to be completely dedicated to the Lord in all our activities of life. Not 
only do we have a wealth of blessings that our heavenly Father show-
ers upon us daily, but there is more to come. The Apostle Paul said, 
“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God 
has prepared for those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).

Of course, choosing an all-out identification with Christ Jesus 
does not mean exemption from problems or even suffering. We know 
that Moses suffered; Christ suffered rejection, He was despised (Isa-
iah 53:3) and He was crucified (John 19:18); the early Christians suf-

fered (Acts 8:1-3) and so will we. We, however, have encouragement 
from the Lord Jesus when He said, “Blessed are those who are perse-
cuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me.” Then comes the good 
news: “Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you” (Matthew 5:10-12).

We have the hope of Christ’s return to earth and when He comes, 
the believers have even more blessings in store: “When Christ, who is 
your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory” (Colos-
sians 3:4). Do you realize what is wrapped up in that promise? We will 
be glorified together with Christ when He comes again, and I cannot 
think of anything the world offers that can match that, can you? Like 
Moses, we too, may look ahead by faith to our eternal reward.
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

 ɶ Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.
 ɶ Use only the Bible for your answers.
 ɶ Write your answers and the verses you used.
 ɶ Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.
 ɶ Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Hebrews 11:23-27.

1. What helpful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Hebrews 11:23-27, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application 
did you choose to apply to your life?

2. The suggested memory verse is 1 John 5:4, or choose another verse that was meaningful to you. Write it down and post it in a prominent 
place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 11:27-31, concentrating on verse 27.

1. What gave Moses the courage to leave Egypt despite the king’s anger? (Hebrews 11:27)

2. Challenge: Compare Hebrews 11:27 with Hebrews 11:1 and 6b. How does Moses’ response demonstrate the truth in verses 1 and 6?

3. Read Exodus 5:1-2. What was Pharaoh’s response when Moses and Aaron asked him to release the Israelites?

4. After several meetings with Moses and Aaron and several plagues sent from God, what compromises did Pharaoh propose in the following 
verses?

Exodus 8:28

Exodus 10:10-11

5. a. Challenge: Moses persevered by insisting that Pharaoh release all the Israelites even when Pharaoh was reluctant to cooperate. What 
challenge do the following verses give to Christians to endure and persevere?

 1 Corinthians 15:58

 1 Corinthians 16:13

 Hebrews 4:14

b. Personal: In what area of your life do you feel that you need to persevere through difficult circumstances or opposition? How do the above 
verses most challenge you in this?

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.



66 Joy of Living Bible Studies

Third Day: Review Hebrews 11:27-31, concentrating on verse 28.

1. What event in Moses’ life of faith does Hebrews 11:28 describe?

2. Read Exodus 12:3,6-7. What did Moses instruct the Israelites to do to protect their firstborn from death on the night of the Passover?

3. a. God gave detailed instruction to Moses concerning the Passover. According to Exodus 12:12 upon whom did God say He would bring 
judgment?

b. What was the purpose of the blood? (Exodus 12:13)

4. The Passover lamb was to be an animal without any defects (see Exodus 12:5). The Passover is a picture of God’s judgment against all sin 
and His provision for our redemption. Read 1 Peter 1:18-19. Who is our Passover Lamb, given to save us from God’s judgment of our sin?

5. Read Romans 8:1-2. What wonderful assurance do these verses give to all who have faith in Christ, our Passover Lamb?

6. Personal: Have you asked the Lord Jesus Christ to become your Savior? If not, why not ask Him now? If you know you are forgiven, thank 
Him for taking the punishment for your sin.

Fourth Day: Review Hebrews 11:27-31, concentrating on verse 29.

1. What does Hebrews 11:29a say about the Israelites?

2. a. Read Exodus 14:10-12. What were the reactions of the Israelites when they saw the Egyptians approaching?

b. How did Moses encourage the people? (Exodus 14:13-14)

c. Read Exodus 14:15,16,19-23. What did the Lord do? Summarize briefly.

3. a. Read Hebrews 12:2. Who perfects our faith?
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b. When their faith wavered, God still acted on the behalf of His people.  This encouraged their faith so they were able to walk, by faith, 
through the sea on dry ground. From the Israelites we learn that we can trust God, no matter how difficult our problems. What do the fol-
lowing verses say about trusting Him?

 Proverbs 3:5-6

 Romans 4:20-21

 Romans 8:28

4. a. Read Exodus 14:29-31. How did the faith of the people change after going through this difficult trial and seeing God’s great deliverance?

b. We have learned that Jesus perfects our faith. Read 1 Peter 1:6-7. How is our faith refined and perfected?

c. Challenge: How does this compare to what the Israelites experienced?

5. Personal: Perhaps you’ve been through a difficult time and have seen God’s deliverance. How did God deliver you and how did it change your 
faith? Or, perhaps you are going through a difficult time right now. How do the above Scriptures encourage you?

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 11:27-31, concentrating on verse 30.

1. What does Hebrews 11:30 tell us about the faith of the Israelites?

2. a. The Lord told Joshua, Moses’ successor, that the Israelites’ enemy was already defeated before they reached Jericho because He had 
“delivered Jericho into your hands” (Joshua 6:2). Read Luke 10:18 and John 16:11. What does Jesus say in these verses about our en-
emy, Satan, also known as the prince of this world?

b. Satan will still tempt us because he wants to destroy us (see 1 Peter 5:8). According to 1 John 4:4 why can we be confident that he has 
no power over us as children of God?

3. The people of Israel were victorious over Jericho because God was with them. What promises and encouragement do the following verses 
give concerning God’s presence in our lives?

Matthew 28:20b

John 14:23
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4. Before the walls of Jericho fell, Joshua commanded the people, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the city!” (Joshua 6:16). This was God’s 
power at work. In our own strength we are powerless. What do the following verses say about God’s willingness to work through us?

John 15:4

Ephesians 3:20-21

Philippians 4:13

5. Personal: Are you too often depending on your own strength to resist Satan and his temptation? If you have accepted Jesus as your Savior, 
He makes His home within you. As you “remain” in Him through prayer and Bible study, He will give you strength to resist temptation, and will 
produce in you the fruit of righteousness. If this is your desire, write a prayer to God about this.

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 11:27-31, concentrating on verse 31.

1. How does verse 31 describe Rahab? In contrast, how does James 2:25? Why was she righteous and why was her life spared when Jericho 
fell? (If you would like to read the full story of Rahab, you’ll find it in Joshua chapter 2.)

2. Read Joshua 2:8-11. What were Rahab’s ideas concerning God? See especially verse 11.

3. Challenge: In what way was Rahab’s life an excellent example of Romans 10:17?

4. The account of Rahab demonstrates two important truths about God. Read the following verses and write down what truths about God are 
revealed in each.

1 Samuel 16:7

Acts 10:34-35

5. Rahab told the Israelite spies that the inhabitants of Jericho had heard about God. According to James 2:14 how was her response to what 
she heard a demonstration of faith?

6. a. Personal: The Bible tells us that God looks at our hearts to see whether we have faith. But it also says that if our faith is real it will be 
expressed through our actions—by how we treat other people, whether we are honest, patient, loving, etc. If a stranger were observing 
your life, do you think they would know you are a believer by your actions? Write a prayer here asking God for help in the areas of your 
life where you are not acting in a Christ-like way.

b. Share your memory verse with your group and tell why it was helpful.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.



Hall of Faith
Lesson 9

Hebrews 11:27-31

From a human point of view the choice Moses made to identify 
with the Israelites (see Hebrews 11:25) may be considered by some 
as a poor choice. True, his first attempt at freeing the people of Israel 
from Egyptian slavery failed because he attempted the feat in his own 
strength. That, however, is not the final account. Despite failure, fear, 
and passage of time, Moses was given another opportunity as he led 
the Israelites—this time under God’s guidance—out of slavery.

Thomas Edison, the great inventor, once suffered great loss when 
his laboratories in New Jersey were destroyed by fire in 1914. All of his 
plans and projects were destroyed. Such disaster would cause many 
to give up in despair, but not Edison. Walking through the smoldering 
rubble of what had once been his workplace, the sixty-seven-year-old 
said, “There is great value in disaster. All of our mistakes are burned 
up. Thank God, we can start anew.” Moses was given opportunity to 
start anew, and he successfully completed the assignment God gave 
him.

Preparation for Freedom

“By faith [Moses] left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he per-
severed because he saw [God] who is invisible” (Hebrews 11:27). He-
brews once again refers to events that cover a long period of time in 
verses 27-31. Here we find an older, more mature Moses. Over the 
years his faith had developed and it eventually influenced the faith of 
the people when they faced some very frightening circumstances (see 
Exodus 14:13ff).

Perhaps you may be a bit confused with Hebrews 11:27 because 
there seems to be a contradiction between this verse and Exodus 
2:14-15 that says Moses was afraid when he fled from Egypt. We need 
to remember that Moses left Egypt twice. The first time he left, Moses 
fled for his life because he had killed an Egyptian who had mistreated 
an Israelite slave The second time Moses left Egypt was when he led 
the exodus of the Israelites at God’s command. Most biblical scholars 
agree that Hebrews 11:27 refers to the exodus. This conclusion is 
based on the reasons Moses made his choice and persisted in his 
choice. First, in verse 27, Moses persevered because of his aware-
ness of God and second because of his confident expectation of future 
reward as indicated in verse 26.

In obedience to God’s command, Moses and his brother Aaron 
met with Pharaoh and demanded, in the name of the God of Israel, 
that he release God’s people (see Exodus 5-11). Although God sent 
a variety of plagues upon Egypt, the king defiantly refused to release 
his slaves (see Exodus 7-10). The plagues irritated Pharaoh and after 
several confrontations with Moses, the king proposed compromises 
(see Exodus 8:25,28; 10:11). For each suggestion, however, Moses 
stood firm in obedience to God.

Dealing with an angry king who was determined to maintain con-
trol of his slaves must have been frustrating. Not only did Pharaoh 
propose compromises, but in response to each plague he promised 
to release God’s people, only to change his mind when the torment-
ing plague was removed. Moses continued to confront Pharaoh time 
after time as God commanded. Throughout the ordeal of the plagues 
Moses paid more attention to the One he knew as the King of kings 
than to the king of Egypt.

After God had sent nine plagues upon Egypt, He told Moses 
about the coming final plague, the death of the firstborn throughout 
Egypt (see Exodus 11). The tenth plague was God’s judgment on 
Egypt and even the Israelites would not be exempt unless they care-
fully followed God’s commands. God outlined each step Moses was to 
take in giving the people instructions for this final plague.

The Passover

“By faith [Moses] kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, 
so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of 
Israel” (Hebrews 11:28).

In preparation for this final plague and the eventual departure 
of the Israelites, Moses was to instruct the people to ask their Egyp-
tian neighbors for gold and silver. God in His mercy and foresight did 
not want the people to leave Egypt empty-handed. That request must 
have taken much faith and courage, but again we observe God at work 
even before the need arose. Exodus 11:3 says God had graciously 
prepared the hearts of the Egyptians for an abundant response.

Next, God gave Moses specific instructions on how each family 
was to kill and prepare the Passover lamb (see Exodus 12:1-11). The 
animal was to be without defects. The blood of the lamb was to be 
sprinkled on the sides and tops of the door frames of the Israelites’ 
homes (verse 7). Finally, the people were instructed that on the night 
the “destroyer of the firstborn” (Hebrews 11:28) would appear, they 
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were to eat the roasted lamb and were to be dressed and ready to 
leave Egypt.

God said that on that night every firstborn in Egypt from Pha-
raoh’s firstborn down to the firstborn sons of the slave girls, as well as 
the firstborn of cattle would die at midnight (Exodus 11:4-5). Only the 
Israelites would be spared if they followed God’s instructions for their 
safety. God promised, “The blood will be a sign for you on the houses 
where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No 
destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt” (Exodus 12:13). 
The only way of escape for the Israelites was the blood on their door 
frames.

How did the people respond to these awesome instructions? The 
Bible says they received the words of Moses and displayed great faith 
as they “bowed down and worshiped.” Furthermore, “The Israelites 
did just what the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron” (Exodus 12:27-
28).

In addition to preparing to observe the Passover on the night of 
the exodus, God also commanded Moses to establish the Passover 
as a memorial in remembrance of God’s deliverance of His people: 
“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come 
you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance” 
(Exodus 12:14). Many Jewish families still observe the Passover. As 
Christians, we are also to commemorate our deliverance from eternal 
punishment. The Lord Jesus commanded His followers to observe the 
Lord’s Supper as a reminder of His death and resurrection (see 1 Cor-
inthians 11:23-26).

Moses, the Leader

Try to put yourself into Moses’ leadership role. His followers con-
sisted of a massive group of unorganized slaves. He was to lead them 
across an unknown desert to an unknown promised land. To further 
complicate the venture, Pharaoh’s soldiers were hot on their trail.

Observe an important underlying truth concerning Moses’ faith. 
Despite the unknowns, Moses by faith knew he could trust God. God 
said: “I will free you from being slaves…I will take you as my own 
people, and I will be your God…I will bring you to the land I swore…to 
give to Abraham” (Exodus 6:6-8). Moses believed that if God gave the 
order, He would also bring it to a triumphant conclusion.

Think of the many promises and words of encouragement the 
Lord has given to you. He declares His great love (see John 3:16); He 
promises His daily presence (see Hebrews 13:5-6); He promises to 
forgive your sins and failures (see 1 John 1:9; 2:1). The list is endless. 
The good news is that He knows you as an individual and calls you by 
name (see Isaiah 43:1). Based on these promises, do you, like Moses, 
believe what God says? Have you built your life upon His promises? 
Without a doubt you can believe Him, for the Lord always keeps His 
word. Claim His promises and stake your life on them.

The Israelites believed God’s warning of impending judgment 
upon the firstborn and that He would provide a secure shelter for them 
if they sprinkled the blood of lambs on their homes. It was their faith 

and obedience that identified them as belonging to God and placed 
them under His protection.

The story is told of Napoleon who with his army marched to Feld-
kirch, Austria early one Easter Sunday. The army bivouacked in the 
heights above the small town located on the Austrian border and made 
ready to attack.

At the sight of this terrifying threat, the town council met and the 
fearful men tried to decide what to do. Should they attempt to defend 
themselves against Napoleon or fly a white flag of surrender? As the 
men huddled together in a local church, one pastor courageously chal-
lenged his fellow council members. “Friends, we have been counting 
on our own strength, and apparently that has failed. This is the day of 
our Lord’s resurrection. Let us just ring the bells, have our services as 
usual, and leave the matter in His hands. We know only our weakness, 
and not the power of God to defend us.”

The minister’s plan was accepted and soon the sound of church 
bells rang out into the mountainous area and to the enemy camp. 
Upon hearing the bells, Napoleon assumed that the Austrian army had 
arrived during the night to defend Feldkirch. Even while the Easter ser-
vices were still in progress Napoleon ordered his men to break camp 
and move on. God had honored the faith of His people in Feldkirch.

Moses and the Israelites also needed to depend on God’s mighty 
power when the destroyer of the firstborn went through Egypt on that 
memorable night. When the death of the firstborn became a reality, 
Pharaoh finally released the Israelites. In fact the Egyptians “urged the 
people to hurry and leave the country” (Exodus 12:33).

Crossing the Red Sea

“By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; 
but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned” (Hebrews 
11:29). We can learn an important lesson from Hebrews 11:29. No 
matter what our problems, no matter how dark the situation, we can 
confidently place our trust and faith in the Lord and believe He will 
work things out for our own good (see also Romans 8:28).

When they left Egypt, the Israelites had not yet learned to walk by 
faith. They were untrained in military warfare, thus instead of leading 
them by the quickest and most direct route to their new homes, God 
led them toward the Red Sea in order to avoid meeting the Philistines 
and an inevitable war (see Exodus 13:17-18).

When the Israelites found themselves in what appeared to be 
a hopeless trap at the Red Sea as they were being pursued by 600 
Egyptian chariots, they were terrified. The people turned on Moses 
and blamed him for their problems. Moses knew God would guide 
them even though God had not given him the complete game plan for 
their escape. With great confidence in a sovereign God, Moses said, 
“Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord 
will bring you today” (Exodus 14:13).

The Israelites could not actually see God when they stepped into 
the pathway that God opened for them through the Red Sea. Neverthe-
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less, the Bible says, “That day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of 
the Egyptians…And when the Israelites saw the great power the Lord 
displayed…the people feared the Lord and put their trust in him” (Exo-
dus 14:30-31, italics added). Safely on the other side the people sang 
praises to God for their deliverance (see Exodus 15:1-18).

By crossing the Red Sea, Moses and the Israelites expressed 
faith in God’s power to do more than just deliver them from slavery. 
They were going out into a desert where they would need a daily pro-
vision of food and water. God honored their faith and led them like a 
shepherd and supplied all their needs.

Time Moves On

“By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched 
around them for seven days” (Hebrews 11:30).

The writer of Hebrews moves right on from the crossing of the 
Red Sea to the walls of Jericho. Between these two events, however, 
are forty years of history reported in great detail in the Old Testament 
but omitted in this faith chapter. There is no need for repetition of de-
tails, but we need to be aware that the intervening years were not 
years of unwavering faith for the people. Their walk of faith was up and 
down for four decades.

The psalmist graphically summarizes the activities of the people 
under the leadership of Moses: “How often they rebelled against [God] 
in the desert and grieved him in the wasteland! Again and again they 
put God to the test; they vexed the Holy One of Israel. They did not 
remember his power—the day he redeemed them from the oppressor, 
the day he displayed his miraculous signs in Egypt” (Psalm 78:40-
43).

During the forty years of Israel’s wavering faith and rebellion God 
performed many miracles in the desert and remained faithful to them. 
The psalmist said: “Yet he was merciful; he forgave their iniquities and 
did not destroy them. Time after time he restrained his anger and did 
not stir up his full wrath. He remembered that they were but flesh, a 
passing breeze that does not return.” (78:38-39).

Despite the grumbling and complaints (see Exodus 15:22ff., 
17:2ff, Numbers 14) Hebrews says, “Moses kept right on going be-
cause he kept his eyes on the one who is invisible” (11:27b, NLT). 
Moses, however, was not permitted to enter the promised land (see 
Numbers 20:1-13). He died in Moab (see Deuteronomy 34:5).

From Israel’s history we are reminded that God’s plans are not 
dependent on one man or on a particular people. Although there is 
a beautiful tribute to Moses (see Deuteronomy 34:10-11), when he 
died God had a replacement ready. Joshua, the new leader, had been 
Moses’ aide for years and was well groomed for the task. God spoke 
to Joshua: “Moses, my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these 
people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to 
give…to the Israelites” (Joshua 1:2).

A New Leader

In Hebrews 11:30 the writer picks up the account of the Israelites 
as they are preparing to make their first conquest in the promised land. 
After several hundred years, Joshua had the privilege of leadership as 
God fulfilled the promise He had made to Abraham when He called 
him out of Ur (see Genesis 15:18-21; 22:17-18).

Under Joshua’s leadership the first city they were to conquer as 
they took possession of the land was Jericho. It was a strong city, 
barred and fortified, that seemed to be impossible to conquer. God 
gave Joshua the following instructions: For six days Joshua was to 
“march around the city once with all the armed men” (Joshua 6:3). 
This encircling march was to be carried out in complete silence. Seven 
priests carrying seven trumpets of rams’ horns were to lead the pro-
cession followed by the ark. The ark, usually kept in the tabernacle, 
was a symbol of God’s presence. Earlier, God had told Moses, “There, 
above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the 
Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the 
Israelites” (Exodus 25:22). Having the ark in the procession marching 
around Jericho was a constant reminder of God’s presence. On the 
seventh day, they were to march around the city seven times, with the 
priests blowing the trumpets, and at the signal all the people were to 
give a loud shout.

“By faith” says Hebrews 11:30, “the walls of Jericho fell, after the 
people had marched around them for seven days.” Capturing Jericho 
was a result of an act of faith—faith on the part of the people as well 
as the faith of Joshua. The Israelites believed God and depended on 
Him to do what they in their own strength could never do. Before the 
conquest, “the Lord said to Joshua, ‘See, I have delivered Jericho into 
your hands, along with its king and its fighting men’” (Joshua 6:2). This 
was the message upon which Joshua and the Israelites focused their 
faith. God had said it, they believed it and acted upon it by faith (see 
Joshua 6:16) as the walls crumbled before them.

Rahab

The next person of faith that the writer of Hebrews presents is 
one whom many might consider an outcast because of her occupa-
tion. “By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, 
was not killed with those who were disobedient” (Hebrews 11:31).

This verse tells us little about Rahab’s life except to identify her 
occupation and her great act of faith. To more fully appreciate her, we 
need to look at Rahab’s circumstances as recorded in Joshua chapter 
2. Jericho, her hometown, was an idolatrous, immoral Canaanite city. 
The people worshiped brutal and vengeful idols whom they believed 
demanded the sacrifices of children and other gruesome acts.

When Rahab indicated that she wanted to throw in her lot with 
those who walked by faith in the living God, she had several strikes 
against her. Strike one was because she was a woman, two she was 
a Gentile, and finally she lived the life of an open sinner. Despite her 
occupation, Rahab must have had a deep longing for a better life. 
From the visitors who came into her place of business as well as from 
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the news about town Rahab had heard about the Israelites and the 
amazing things God had done for them. Thus when Joshua sent two 
spies into Jericho in preparation for Israel’s attack, Rahab welcomed 
the two men.

The thrilling truth about Rahab’s faith is that no one had preached 
a sermon that influenced her. The Bible makes no reference to any-
one witnessing to her. By her own admission, her knowledge of God’s 
power, guidance and grace among the Israelites was hearsay. What 
she heard made a tremendous impression on her thinking (see Josh-
ua 2:8-11). What a challenge to us to be reminded daily of the Apostle 
Paul’s words: “You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of 
our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, 
not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts” (2 Corinthians 
3:3).

Our lives clearly announce to others where our basic values lie. 
Our actions can easily defeat our words of witness for Christ. That 
truth is illustrated by J. Kirk Johnston with an incident in his book 
Why Christians Sin. Before the collapse of the Soviet Union a devout 
Christian young woman from Russia was permitted to visit relatives in 
Canada. They expected her to seek asylum in there to escape the reli-
gious oppression in Russia. Much to their surprise the woman wanted 
to go back home. When her amazed relatives questioned her she said 
the people of the West were too occupied with gaining material things 
and not concerned enough with spiritual relationships. She felt that 
in Russia, Christian fellowship was essential to the believers’ faith. 
As Russian Christians fellowshipped together they gained the support 
and encouragement that was so vital and so desperately needed.

The writer of Hebrews challenges Christians to encourage one 
another: “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess…and let 
us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds…let us encourage one another” (Hebrews 10:23-25).

Rahab was encouraged by what she heard about the God of Is-
rael and she stepped out in faith. She hid the two Israelite spies and 
helped them escape from her king. She took a risk by doing so, but it 
was her faith that saved not only her own life but also that of her family 
(Joshua 2:1-21; 6:22-23).

The account of Rahab is more than just a historical fact. It con-
tains several beautiful truths for our benefit. First, we are reminded 
that God, unlike mankind, looks at the heart (see 1 Samuel 16:7). Sec-
ond, God does not show favoritism or partiality (see Acts 10:34-35). 
Finally, Rahab is an excellent example of a life that demonstrates the 
truth of Romans 10:17: “Faith comes from hearing the message, and 
the message is heard through the word of Christ.” In Rahab’s case, 
she did not have the written Word of God as we have it today, never-
theless, she heard the message about God, she believed, and her life 
was changed.

Points to Ponder

Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for 
and certain of what we do not see.” As the writer of Hebrews has done 

throughout this entire chapter of faith, we again have a demonstra-
tion of the truth of this verse in Hebrews 11:27-31 in every incident 
mentioned.

First, God set before Moses a very difficult task. By his response 
Moses by faith believed that if God commanded, He would also pro-
vide the strength and guidance to bring that task to a triumphant con-
clusion.

Hebrews 11:1 was also demonstrated at the Red Sea. It was the 
faith of the leaders and the people who attempted the impossible at 
God’s command. The greatest barrier is no problem to God if there is 
a belief that God is there to guide each step of the way. For example, 
Hebrews 11:27 says that Moses had faith and was able to render 
strong leadership “because he saw [God] who is invisible.”

Finally, we see Hebrews 11:1 in the fall of Jericho. It was the 
result of faith. The Israelites were nomads and had no military train-
ing nor artillery. Rahab believed and staked her life on that belief that 
the God of Israel would make the impossible a reality. Real faith and 
courage follows God even when that way appears to be dark or impos-
sible.

The bottom line is that the Lord will do the same for us. His prom-
ise is: “‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’ So we say with 
confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man 
do to me?’” (Hebrews 13:5b-6). Do you believe that? Will you take Him 
at His word and stake your life on His promises? He will not fail you!
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

 ɶ Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.
 ɶ Use only the Bible for your answers.
 ɶ Write your answers and the verses you used.
 ɶ Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.
 ɶ Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Hebrews 11:27-31.

1. What helpful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Hebrews 11:27-31, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application 
did you choose to apply to your life?

2. The suggested memory verses are Hebrews 13:5b-6, or choose another verse that was meaningful to you. Write it down and post it in a 
prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Hebrews 11:32-40, concentrating on verses 32-38.

1. Sometimes we think that because people put their faith in God, they are exempt from trouble. How does Hebrews 11:32-38 contradict that 
idea?

2. Read Romans 8:35-39. Although trouble and trials are often common in the life of a Christian, how does that affect our relationship with the 
Lord?

3. a. Read Isaiah 43:1-3a. What promise does the Lord make in these verses about when trouble does come?

b. Personal: Write a thank-you prayer to the Lord for His constant presence in your life.

4. Challenge: Hebrews 11:32-38 refers to many other personalities of faith. Read the Scripture next to the names below. List one way each 
person demonstrated faith in God.

Gideon - Judges 7:9-21

David - 1 Samuel 17:20-50
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Widow of Zarephath - 1 Kings 17:7-15

Daniel - Daniel 6:16-23

5. Personal: As we near the end of this study on faith, think about your own life of faith. You may not have to face physical battles or starvation, 
but your trials are still real and difficult. How has your faith changed after examining the faith lives of the biblical characters in Hebrews chapter 
11?

Third Day: Review Hebrews 11:32-40, concentrating on verses 39-40.

1. According to Hebrews 11:39-40, why didn’t the people of faith receive what God had promised before they died?

2. Personal: The pronoun “us” in verse 40 refers to all of us who believe in Jesus Christ. What does it mean to you to realize God included you 
in the promise to these Old Testament people of faith?

3. Read 1 Peter 1:10-11. Just as we have a difficult time understanding all the details of Christ’s second coming, Old Testament believers and 
prophets had difficulty understanding the details of His first coming. What were some facts they did not understand?

4. Challenge: Old Testament people of faith looked forward by faith to what God had planned for them. Read 2 Corinthians 4:17—5:1 and 5:6-9. 
What do we look forward to by faith, and how will this influence our daily living?

5. Personal: Reread 2 Corinthians 5:8-9. Do you live by what you see and feel, or do you choose to live by believing what God has said? Is there 
a situation in your life where you need to choose to believe God? Will you make this your goal this week?

Fourth Day: Read Hebrews 12:1-11, concentrating on verse 1.

1. The first part of Hebrews 12 completes the themes that we have studied in chapter 11. What comparison does Hebrews 12:1 use to describe 
the Christian life?
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2. Hebrews 12:1 challenges Christians to “run with perseverance.” Where, according to Colossians 1:10-12, do we find the power to do so?

3. Challenge: Compare Hebrews 12:1 with Romans 6:11-14. What is the message of these verses for the Christian?

4. a. Hebrews 12:1 challenges us to throw off “the sin that so easily entangles.” What is the first sin to put aside according to the following 
verses?

 Romans 14:23

 Hebrews 3:12

 Hebrews 11:6

b. Read Mark 9:17-24. Unbelief is the opposite of faith. What prayer can we pray when unbelief tempts us to doubt God’s promises? (see 
verse 24)

5. Read Philippians 3:8-14. How does the Apostle Paul portray the life of faith in a way similar to that in Hebrews 12:1? What is the goal or prize 
we strive for?

6. Personal: How would you express your own life of faith in the form of a race? Can you echo the words of Hebrews 12:1 and Philippians 3:8-14? 
Which images or phrases from these verses mean the most to you?

Fifth Day: Review Hebrews 12:1-11, concentrating on verses 2-3.

1. How is Jesus Christ described in Hebrews 12:2-3?

2. Hebrews 12:2 says we are to “fix our eyes on Jesus.” Read Psalm 16:8. What does David say is the result of living like this?

3. Hebrews 12:2 also says Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faith. How is this expressed in Philippians 1:6?
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4. In order for us not to grow weary or to lose heart, Hebrews 12:3 says we are to consider Christ’s sufferings. Read Isaiah 53:4-9. How does the 
prophet Isaiah say He would suffer for us?

5. Personal: When we consider how much Jesus endured on our behalf, we realize that He understands our pain and weariness as we go 
through trials in our own lives. Do you sometimes feel alone and abandoned in a difficult situation? Remember that Jesus, as the author and 
perfecter of your faith, will always be with you, giving you strength and courage no matter what situation you face. Write a prayer now asking 
for His help, or thanking Him for the help He has given you in the past.

Sixth Day: Review Hebrews 12:1-11, concentrating on verses 4-11.

1. What wonderful encouragement does Hebrews 12:5-6 give us in our struggle with sin and suffering?

2. a. The word “discipline” is often narrowly defined as punishment. Use a dictionary to help you find a broader definition for the word “disci-
pline.”

b. Look up the definition for the word “teach.”

c. How are the two words similar?

3. Challenge: Read Matthew 11:28-30. How does the example in this passage re-enforce the broader definition of discipline?

4. In what way does God show His love to you in Hebrews 12:7-9?

5. According to verses 10 and 11 why does God discipline His children?

6. Personal: When you look back on times of hardship in your life, can you see that God has used these difficulties to help you grow in righteous-
ness and peace in Him? Write down something God has taught you in the past through a time of trial. The next time you encounter problems, 
remember your past experience and thank God even in the midst of the new problem for what He is teaching you.

7. Share your memory verse with others in your group.
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Hebrews 11:32—12:11

As we come to this last session of our study of faith there are 
many things that we could say about faith. We have touched upon 
such truths as faith dares, it persists, it takes God at His word. Faith 
is a gift from God. Faith is an open doorway to forgiveness, to cleans-
ing, to regeneration and to restoration. “Faith is being sure of what we 
hope for and certain of what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1). We have 
learned that “without faith it is impossible to please God, because any-
one who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).

More Faith Heroes

After listing examples of numerous people of faith and their walk 
with the Lord, the writer of Hebrews asks, “What more shall I say?” 
(verse 32). The truth is that in the history of the Israelites there are 
just too many other examples of overcoming and enduring faith for 
the writer to continue his descriptions of them in detail as he has been 
doing.

Observe that in verses 32-38 is the writer’s summary of further 
names and activities. The list is impressive, covering a long interval 
of time between the settlement in the promised land and the early 
monarchy. The names include some of the judges—people who ruled 
Israel after Joshua’s death until the end of King Saul’s reign—King 
David, the greatest king of Israel, and one of Israel’s greatest proph-
ets, Samuel.

The list of their experiences is also striking. Some incidents men-
tioned are familiar while others are more obscure. From these verses 
we again realize that faith makes humanly impossible deeds possible, 
and often results in deeds of boldness, courage and perseverance. 
All are experiences that those who live by faith may be called upon 
to endure. The truth that comes out loud and clear is that faith in God 
does not come with a guarantee of a trouble-free life; it does, however, 
carry a guarantee for a final rich reward when the person of faith meets 
the Lord face to face.

Despite hardships and problems the deep desire of the people of 
faith was to stake their lives upon the Lord and to faithfully obey and 
serve Him, and their perseverance became a witness to many.

The devotional magazine titled Our Daily Bread has an account 
of William Borden, heir to the Borden Dairy Estate. When young Wil-

liam graduated from a Chicago high school in 1904, he received a gift 
from his parents which was a trip around the world. Upon seeing hurt-
ing people in Asia, the Middle East and Europe, Borden wrote to his 
parents and said he wanted to prepare to become a missionary. After 
prayerfully making that decision Borden wrote two words at the back 
of his Bible: “No Reserve.”

When Borden graduated from Yale University, high-paying jobs 
were offered to him but he refused them all and added two more words 
in his Bible: “No Retreats.” After completing his work at Princeton 
Seminary, Borden sailed for China by way of Egypt, where he stopped 
to gain additional training in order to work with Muslims. In Egypt, how-
ever, Borden was stricken with cerebral meningitis and died within a 
month. Some may say Borden’s life was wasted but he gave his all 
to God and in his Bible under the words, “No Reserves” and “No Re-
treats” he had written “No Regrets.” How like the people of faith listed 
in Hebrews 11:32-38.

The Reward

“These [people of faith] were all commended for their faith, yet 
none of them received what had been promised” (Hebrews 11:39, ital-
ics added).

There is an important truth about faith in verse 39. As a matter of 
fact, this truth is given twice. Earlier in verses 13-16 the writer makes 
reference to it and refers to it again in verse 39. All of the people 
of faith listed in Hebrews chapter 11 received many spiritual bless-
ings and, of course, some of God’s promises were indeed fulfilled, but 
these two references indicate that the people all died without receiving 
the promise they were waiting for. They looked for more than their 
own personal satisfaction and they were commended for their faith. 
They, however, died before the final unfolding of God’s promise of 
the coming Messiah. They lived and died in anticipation of the new 
covenant. Their faith in God was so strong that even though they lived 
on earth they considered themselves as already belonging to God’s 
kingdom and “they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on 
earth” (Hebrews 11:13).

The Promise Fulfilled

“God had planned something better for us so that only together 
with us would they be made perfect” (Hebrews 11:40, italics added).
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Do you realize what this verse says? How awesome that we, as 
Christian believers—you and I—are also included in this great faith 
chapter as a result of God’s great love and foresight. The New Living 
Translation puts verses 39 and 40 this way: “All of these people we 
have mentioned received God’s approval because of their faith, yet 
none of them received all that God had promised. For God had far 
better things in mind for us that would also benefit them, for they can’t 
receive the prize at the end of the race until we finish the race.

According to Hebrews, our omniscient heavenly Father arranged 
things so that the full radiance and splendor of redemption not be dis-
closed until we—the Christian believers—and the believers of the Old 
Testament could enjoy it together.

Until God’s plan of redemption through the death and resurrec-
tion of Christ Jesus had become a reality, no believer could gain this 
eternal inheritance. God’s purpose in history included more than the 
Israelites. He reserved for the followers of Jesus Christ the crowning 
blessings and decreed that the Israelites would not enjoy the fulfill-
ment of His promise until we had been brought in to share it. Jesus 
Christ for whom all waited has come. At last God’s promise has been 
fulfilled—and we may claim it for our own.

A Cloud of Witnesses

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles.” (Hebrews 12:1a).

Hebrews chapter 11 ends with verse 40 but the word “therefore” in 
Hebrews 12:1 is evidence that verse 1 is a continuation of the thoughts 
and teaching of chapter 11. The word “cloud” refers to a dense multi-
tude or a throng, according to W.E. Vine in his Expository Dictionary of 
New Testament Words. The picture presented in Hebrews 12:1 raises 
two questions: Who are these witnesses? and What is their witness 
or message?

In answer to the first question, the witnesses are the people of 
faith listed in Hebrews 11. They are not witnesses in the sense of 
“spectators,” observing us in our walk of faith, but rather as “eyewit-
nesses,” persons who have seen and experienced something that 
they can communicate to us. Their message to us is the testimony of 
what they experienced and saw.

As we have examined the faith of these people we no doubt 
agree that all of them witnessed to us in one way or another. Their 
testimonies of their faith in God inspire and encourage us as we fight 
the good fight of faith (see 1 Timothy 6:12). They, by their loyalty and 
endurance, show us the possibilities of a life of faith. Furthermore, they 
have laid the foundation for every area of the Christian life. For exam-
ple, the life of Rahab could be a particular help to a person who may 
consider themself an all-out sinner beyond redemption. Rahab was a 
prostitute, but by faith she believed in God and her life was changed as 
she joined God’s people. For the young person who faces hardships 
and discouragement there is the example of Joseph who refused to 
reject his faith in God no matter how difficult his circumstances. For 

the person called to a place of leadership there are the examples of 
Moses and Joshua and God’s unfailing guidance.

We need to remember, of course, that the witnesses do not illus-
trate what men and women have become in their own strength. They 
certainly do inspire us, but Jesus Christ does what the witnesses can-
not do—He empowers us. If we learn to look to Him, to worship and 
to have fellowship with Him, we will find strength for a victorious daily 
life. By faith we have received Christ and His Holy Spirit lives within us 
(see 1 Corinthians 3:16), thus He is available for us at any moment. 
That means in Him we have all it takes to meet life and we, like the 
Apostle Paul, can say, “I can do everything through him who gives me 
strength” (Philippians 4:13).

Run the Race

“Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for 
us” (Hebrews 12:1b).

The writer of Hebrews now compares the Christian life to a race 
and gives us rules for running. The race, however, is in no way a com-
petition between believers, but a walk of faith. The expression “throw 
off everything that hinders” is rendered in The New Living Translation 
as “strip off every weight that slows us down.” The long-flowing gar-
ments of the Eastern people would be a real hindrance in a race just 
as a business suit would be a hindrance to an Olympic runner. In addi-
tion to ridding himself of all excess baggage, an athlete must discipline 
himself in body and mind. If you have watched the Olympic games you 
know that all participants must concentrate entirely on the task before 
them and must block out the observers all around them. The Christian, 
too, must concentrate upon the Lord and His Word. In the race of faith 
there may be some things that are a hindrance to one person and 
cause him to slow down or fall, but may be all right for another. The 
Bible says, “Be self-controlled and alert” (1 Peter 5:8). If something is 
a hindrance, Hebrews says we must get rid of it. Each of us therefore, 
must learn to identify our weaknesses through prayer and by honestly 
and sincerely waiting upon the Lord.

Next, Hebrews zeros in on “the sin that so easily entangles.” While 
there may be some hindrances that bother some and not others, there 
are some things that are sin, and sin allows for no individual choice. 
Sin must be confessed and renounced immediately (see Psalm 32:3-
5; Proverbs 28:13; 1 John 1:9).

The big question is how. How do we throw off the hindrances 
and the sin that so often defeats us in our Christian walk? Let’s look at 
several Scripture verses that can help us. We know that as believers 
we are the temples of the Holy Spirit and that Christ, by His Spirit lives 
in us (see 1 Corinthians 6:19). Romans 8:13 says “If you live according 
to the sinful nature [going your own way and doing your own thing], 
you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the 
body, you will live.” We may confidently believe, therefore, that it is not 
by our own power that we throw off the misdeeds of the body and the 
“sin that so easily entangles.” The Bible clearly states it is thrown off 
by the Holy Spirit as we yield to Him. We are also told “So you should 
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consider yourselves dead to sin and able to live for the glory of God 
through Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:11, NLT).

When we by faith believe what God says and consider ourselves 
to have died with Christ, the Holy Spirit will work in our lives. It is by 
faith that we throw off the sin and hindrances and by faith we are alive 
to Christ as we focus on Him daily.

While the first rule of the race is to get rid of excess “baggage” or 
hindrances, the second rule of the race involves steadfast endurance. 
“Let us run with perseverance” says Hebrews 12:1b.

The Apostle Paul, who also compared the Christian life to a race, 
said: “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 
gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who 
competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a 
crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever” 
(1 Corinthians 9:24-25). In view of this truth Paul says he strictly dis-
ciplines himself, much like Romans 6:11 and 8:13 teach. Why? Paul 
answers, “So that…I myself will not be disqualified” (1 Corinthians 
9:27). These Scriptures are directed to Christians and do not refer 
to salvation but deal with our Christian walk. Unfortunately, physical 
appetites and desires can destroy our useful Christian service. The 
perseverance mentioned in Hebrews means the patience that by faith 
helps us overcome the difficulties of life by God’s power and grace. 
Following Christ in our daily walk does require commitment and per-
severance. There is a cost. Jesus Christ once said, “No one who puts 
his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of 
God” (Luke 9:62).

The story is told of an army private stationed in Germany after 
World War II. While on maneuvers he was put on sentry duty to guard 
some pontoons on the banks of the Rhine River. Through some blun-
der by his superiors the young man was not relieved from his post for 
six days. He was committed to the general rule he had been taught: “I 
may quit my post only when properly relieved.” Despite heavy rainfall 
the private persevered day and night without relief. Farmers in the 
area, who discovered his fate, gave him food and milk until the dedi-
cated private was finally relieved.

We, too, will encounter difficulties and discomfort in our Christian 
walk but we have the promise that nothing can separate us from God’s 
love (see Romans 8:35) and the promise of His constant presence 
with us (see Hebrews 13:5). Do you believe those promises?

A third rule of our walk of faith involves our primary goal. Hebrews 
12:1b says we are to run “the race marked out for us.” Ours is not 
some aimless wandering. The Christian life is going somewhere—we 
have a goal. Our goal is Christ Jesus. The Apostle Paul said it this 
way: “I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing great-
ness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,…that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own…but that which is 
through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is 
by faith” (Philippians 3:8-9).

Focus on Christ

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, 
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2).

Having given concrete examples of faith that worked in the lives 
of the people of faith in chapter 11, the writer of Hebrews now urges us 
to “fix our eyes on Jesus” who laid down His life for us. By His supreme 
sacrifice we have been freed from the power of sin (see Romans 6:14) 
and have been given the right to be adopted into the family of God 
(see John 1:12).

An interesting story is told about Cyrus, king of Persia, who ac-
cording to 2 Chronicles 36:22ff., released many exiled Israelites. After 
a great victorious battle, Cyrus once took a prince, his wife and chil-
dren captive. When the prisoners appeared before Cyrus he asked the 
prince, “What will you give me if I set you free?”

“I will give you half of all that I possess.”

“And what will you give me if I release your children?” asked 
Cyrus.

“Your Majesty, I will give you all that I possess.”

“But what will you give me if I grant liberty to your wife?”

“If you will restore my wife to freedom, I will give you my life,” was 
the prompt reply.

King Cyrus was so touched by the reply he released the family at 
once. Later the freed prince asked his wife, “Did you not think the king 
is a handsome man?”

“I did not notice him,” she said. “I had eyes only for the one who 
said he would lay down his life for me.”

Because Christ Jesus laid down His life for us, we are to focus 
on Him, says Hebrews. As the author and perfecter of our faith, Christ 
Jesus is the One upon whom the Christian faith rests and He is the 
One who leads us in our daily walk.

In Jesus Christ we have One who is the paramount and unsur-
passed example of faith (see Revelation 1:5). During His entire earthly 
ministry Jesus Christ displayed flawless faith in God the Father. In 
what must have been the darkest hours on earth, He committed Him-
self completely into the Father’s hands in the Garden of Gethsemane 
as He prayed, “Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you 
will” (Mark 14:36).

The task set before the Lord Jesus by God was the cross, and 
Hebrews reminds us that He “endured the cross, scorning its shame, 
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2).

To die by crucifixion was to be put through the lowest depth of 
disgrace. This punishment was reserved for criminals, for those whom 
society considered to be the dregs of humanity. Crucifixion was so 
degrading that all Roman citizens were exempt from it by Roman law. 
Yet, this was the form of punishment to which the Lord Jesus was will-
ing to submit in order to obey God the Father. His obedience meant 
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the abandonment of heaven’s glory for a time and enduring the shame 
of the cross.

Following Jesus’ death and resurrection, God exalted Him to the 
place of highest honor—at the right hand of the throne of God where 
Christ is interceding for you and for me (Romans 8:34). At God’s right 
hand Jesus Christ executes all the functions of advocate, high priest 
and ruler. Because of the joy which was to be the reward for His suf-
fering Jesus “endured the cross.” Thus the prospect of future blessed-
ness should encourage and sustain the Christian believer under the 
stress and strain of our day.

Keep On!

“Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so 
that you will not grow weary and lose heart” (Hebrews 12:3).

The message to discouraged Christians is, “Don’t give up too 
soon. Keep on faithfully walking with Him. Christ paid a great price for 
you!” Yet despite all that Christ Jesus has done in setting the perfect 
example of faith and obedience, and providing salvation as a gift for 
us, we sometimes do grow weary. That was a problem the persecuted 
Christian recipients of the letter to the Hebrews had and it is one we 
sometimes face.

What is the solution? After challenging us to focus on Christ and 
the price He paid, Hebrews says, “Think about all he endured when 
sinful people did such terrible things to him, so that you don’t become 
weary and give up.” (verse 3, NLT).

During His earthly ministry Christ often endured contradiction 
and reproach from the religious leaders (see Matthew 12:9-14, Mark 
11:27-33, Luke 5:21-26). Then came the suffering and sacrifice of the 
cross. He endured to the end before He at last ascended back to God 
the Father (Acts 1:9).

The recipients of the Hebrews letter had suffered persecution for 
their faith, but despite the suffering the writer of Hebrews says they 
had not “yet resisted to the point of shedding” (12:4) their blood as 
Christ did. The writer urges them—and us—to find inspiration and 
encouragement to face persecution and difficulties and resist sin by 
deliberately filling their minds with thoughts of Christ Jesus.

Realizing that the life of faith will at times have hardships, trials 
and temptations, we must remember that if Christ Jesus endured these 
things, we, His followers are not exempt from them. Jesus Himself told 
His disciples, “Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is 
greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will persecute you 
also’” (John 15:20a).

The writer of Hebrews reminds the early believers of the encour-
agement in God’s Word which they have forgotten (see Hebrews 12:5-
6). The Scripture referred to here is found in Proverbs 3:11-12: “My 
son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline and do not resent his rebuke, 
because the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he 
delights in.”

God’s Discipline

“Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For 
what son is not disciplined by his father?” (Hebrews 12:7).

Although the word “discipline” is frequently defined as punish-
ment, or gaining control by enforcing obedience, the word has a 
deeper meaning. According to biblical scholars the word as used here 
means “teaching,” “instructing” or “training of a child.”

Throughout verses 7-11 the writer deals with discipline. God is 
treating us as His children when He disciplines us and it is a necessary 
part of our training as His followers. Observe that the discipline is for 
His own followers—He does not discipline the unbeliever. Admittedly, 
discipline is at times unpleasant (verse 11) but it is an indication of 
God’s love, who loves us too much to permit us to go undisciplined. 
We need to reverently recognize God’s purpose for this disciplined 
training. Hebrews says, “God disciplines us for our good, that we may 
share in his holiness” (verse 10).

Points to Ponder

As we conclude this study on faith let us continue to fix our eyes 
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. He is our goal in our 
walk of faith. Let us not be content with just coasting through a medio-
cre life. Jesus said He came that we might “have life, and have it to 
the full” (John 10:10).

We need to remember that the people of faith in Hebrews 11 also 
faced mundane problems just as we do. For encouragement read the 
words of the Apostle Paul: “No, dear brothers and sisters, I am still 
not all I should be, but I am focusing all my energies on this one thing: 
Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I strain to 
reach the end of the race and receive the prize for which God, through 
Christ Jesus, is calling us up to heaven” (Philippians 3:13-14, NLT).

Faith to Paul meant progress, not perfection: “I am still not all I 
should be,” he said, but he kept on. Each of us may also vow to per-
severe. Despite the fact that we live in an imperfect world, surrounded 
by imperfect people, we also admit we are not all we should be. But 
take heart, God has promised that “he who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 
1:6).

Note another important truth in Paul’s words: “Forgetting the 
past…I strain to reach the end of the race.” Past failures and accom-
plishments are in the past and we must forget them. It is the future that 
holds out hope. Will you accept the challenge of Hebrews? “Let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, 
and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us 
fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith” (12:1-2a). 
Focus on Christ and you will “reach the end of the race and receive the 
prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us up to heaven” 
(Philippians 3:14, NLT).

Note: This is the end of the Hall of Faith study. There are no ques-
tions for Lesson 10.
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