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For over 50 years Joy of Living has been effectively establishing individuals around the world in the sound, basic study of God’s Word.

Evangelical and interdenominational, Joy of Living reaches across denominational and cultural barriers, enriching lives through the simple, pure truths of God’s inspired Word, the Bible.

Studies are flexible, suited for both formal and informal meetings, as well as for personal study. Each lesson contains historical background, commentary, and a week’s worth of personal application questions, leading readers to discover fresh insights into God’s Word. Courses covering many books in both the Old and New Testaments are available. Selected courses are also available in several foreign languages. Contact the Joy of Living office for details.

Joy of Living Bible Studies was founded by Doris W. Greig in 1971 and has grown to include classes in nearly every state in the Union and many foreign countries.
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This unique Bible study series may be used by people who know nothing about the Bible, as well as by more knowledgeable Christians. Each person is nurtured and discipled in God’s Word, and many develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as they study.

Joy of Living is based on the idea that each person needs to open the Bible and let God speak to them by His Holy Spirit, applying the Scripture’s message to their needs and opportunities, their family, church, job, community, and the world at large.

Only a Bible is needed for this study series. While commentaries may be helpful, it is not recommended that people consult them as they work through the daily study questions. It is most important to allow the Holy Spirit to lead them through the Bible passage and apply it to their hearts and lives. If desired, additional commentaries may be consulted after answering the questions on a particular passage.

The first lesson of a series includes an introduction to the study, plus the first week’s daily study questions. Some questions are simple, and some are deeper for those who are more advanced.
 The individual works through the Bible passages each day, praying and asking God’s guidance in applying the truth to their own life. (The next lesson will contain the commentary on the Bible passage being covered in the study questions.)

To Use in a Group Setting: 

After the daily personal study of the passage has been completed, the class gathers in a small group, where they pray together and discuss what they have written in response to the questions about the passage, clarifying problem areas and getting more insight into the passage. The small group/discussion leader helps the group focus on biblical truth, and not just on personal problems. The student is the only person who sees their own answers and shares only what they feel comfortable sharing.

After small groups meet for discussion and prayer, they often gather in a large group meeting where a teacher gives a brief lecture covering the essential teaching of the Bible passage that was studied during the prior week and discussed in the small groups. The teacher may clarify the passage and challenge class members to live a more committed daily life.

At home, the student begins the next lesson, which contains commentary notes on the prior week’s passage and questions on a new Scripture passage.
Do You KNOW You Have Eternal Life?
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Your condition…

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

But your iniquities (sins) have separated you from your God. (Isaiah 59:2)

For the wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23)

There is help…

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. (1 Peter 3:18)

The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

What do I do?…

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out. (Acts 3:19)

Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved. (Acts 16:31)

You CAN know…

He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:12-13) 
If you would like to make the decision today to repent and trust Christ as your Savior, either for the first time or as a re-commitment of your life, you may want to pray a prayer similar to this one:

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner. Please forgive my sins. Thank You for dying on the cross for me, and for coming alive again. I accept Your gifts of forgiveness and eternal life. I place my life in Your hands. I want to be Yours forever. Thank you for loving me so much. In Your Name I pray, Amen
Esther Lesson 1
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Introduction to Esther

At first glance the book of Esther seems to be merely the amazing story of a Jewish woman who became queen of Persia, but a closer look reveals the story of God’s faithfulness to His people and His ability to work providentially, behind the scenes, to accomplish His plan.

Throughout the Bible we see God using the common ordinary people and things of this world to accomplish his purposes. 1 Corinthians 1:27-29 says, “But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him.” In the book of Esther we see God using people’s disobedience, anger, beauty, and sexual desire—as well as their obedience, humility and honor—to deliver His people.

God’s Call and Promise
Genesis 11-35
Although the story related in the book of Esther took place in the fifth century b.c., it actually began over a thousand years earlier with one man in the city of Ur of the Chaldees. The descendants of Noah had spread out, multiplied and populated the earth and they had again abandoned the God who created them.

Yet God had not abandoned mankind. He called one man, Abram, and told him that if he would leave his country and go to a land God would show him, He would give Abram that land, make a great nation from his descendants, and bless all the world through him. (It would be through his descendants that the Savior of the world would come.) In faith Abram (later called Abraham) obeyed God. Abraham had a son, Isaac, to whom the promise was given and he in turn had a son, Jacob, to whom the promise was given.

From a Family to a Nation
Genesis 46—Exodus 18
Jacob, whose name God changed to Israel, had 12 sons. When Jacob was an old man he, his sons and their families (70 people in all) went into Egypt to escape starvation during a great famine. One of the sons, Joseph, was already there and in great power. He was second only to the Pharaoh and because of this the family was well cared for.

However generations passed and the descendants of Israel grew in numbers. A new pharaoh arose and was fearful of this great number of foreigners living within the borders of his land. To protect himself and his country, he placed the Israelites in bondage where they remained for nearly 400 years.

As always God was faithful, and in His time He raised up a man named Moses to lead His people. With great and mighty miracles God delivered the Israelites from the Egyptians and led them to the land He had promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

A Covenant Made and Broken
Exodus 19 — 1 Samuel 7
God made a covenant with the Israelites prior to their entering the Promised Land, the general area of the nation of Israel today. At Mount Sinai they agreed to serve the Lord and obey His commands. He gave them His Law and promised to bless them as long as they served Him. But even as God gave them His glorious Law, they were rebelling against Him and worshipping other gods. And so began the cycle of God’s blessing, Israel’s rebellion, God’s disciplining, their repentance, God’s deliverance and blessing again.

The Israelites were told to drive the heathen nations from the land. They were to make no covenants with them, but they disobeyed and were led into idolatry by them.

The Kingdom
1 Samuel 8 — 2 Chronicles 36
The people of Israel had the perfect government with the Lord Himself as King, and the Law of the Lord as the law of the land, yet they weren’t satisfied. They wanted to be like the nations round about them. They wanted a man as their king. God granted their desire.

Saul, their first king, didn’t fully obey the Lord so God gave the kingdom to David, a shepherd who loved the Lord. Although David made many mistakes, God said, “I have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart” (Acts 13:22). God promised David that one of his descendants would have a kingdom without end. He was referring to Jesus Christ, the coming Savior, who would pay the price for the sins of the world and redeem mankind.

David’s son Solomon inherited the kingdom from him, but because of Solomon’s sin the kingdom was divided in the days of Solomon’s son Rehoboam. The northern kingdom was known as Israel with Samaria as the capital. The southern kingdom was known as Judah with Jerusalem as the capital. As long as a godly king was on the throne the kingdoms tended to serve the Lord, but all too often there were ungodly kings and the people followed the practices of the heathen nations, which included burning their children as sacrifices to the demonic god, Molech.

In His love and compassion God sent prophets to warn them to turn from their wickedness, but with stiff necks and hard hearts they refused. So, after hundreds of years of rebellion and warnings the northern kingdom, Israel, was carried away into captivity (about 722 b.c.) by Assyria (see 2 Kings 17:6-18). As the people of Israel were taken away and settled in other lands, the king of Assyria brought people from other conquered nations and settled them in the land of Israel.

Except for brief periods of revival and despite seeing God’s judgment fall upon the northern kingdom, the southern kingdom, Judah, continued in a path toward judgment and destruction, until finally a little over a hundred years later Judah was conquered by the Babylonians in 605 b.c. (see  2 Chronicles 36:6).

For Judah there were several deportations with opportunities for repentance in between, but they would not, as a nation, repent. We read in 2 Kings 24:13-14:

As the Lord had declared, Nebuchadnezzar removed all the treasures from the temple of the Lord and from the royal palace, and took away all the gold articles that Solomon king of Israel had made for the temple of the Lord. He carried into exile all Jerusalem: all the officers and fighting men, and all the craftsmen and artisans —a total of ten thousand. Only the poorest people of the land were left.

A Message of Hope — A Promise Made

But God does not abandon His people, nor does He leave them without hope. Even as the prophets were warning of judgment God had them prophesy a message of hope:

This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.”
(Jeremiah 29:10-14)
A Promise Fulfilled (Ezra — Nehemiah)

God was and is faithful. The Babylonians were conquered by the Persians and at the end of the 70 years prophesied by Jeremiah, Cyrus, king of Persia issued the following proclamation:

This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: “The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. Anyone of his people among you —may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of the Lord, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem.”
(Ezra 1:1-3)

And so in 537 b.c. many of the Jews returned to the land of promise under the leadership of Zerubbabel. As with any work of God, there was opposition, but God’s promise held true—eventually the temple in Jerusalem was rebuilt and sacrifice was restored. In about 458 B.C. God raised up a scribe named Ezra to lead another group back to Jerusalem. His desire was to teach God’s law in Israel. Later Nehemiah, a Jew who served as cupbearer to the king of Persia, returned to Jerusalem in 445 b.c. with the king’s permission and authority to rebuild the walls of the city.

The Book of Esther

The book of Esther takes place after the first group of Jews had been allowed to return to the Promised Land, but before Ezra and Nehemiah went to Jerusalem. Many Jewish people had returned out of captivity to their own land, Israel. Yet there were also many who stayed behind. They had been born in exile, established businesses, and were not inclined to uproot themselves to cross the desert and begin all over again in Israel, the land of their fathers. This story centers around one of these families. Mordecai was a descendant of the tribe of Benjamin whose family had been deported from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. He lived in the Persian capital of Susa, and raised his younger cousin, Esther, whose parents had died.

The book is named after its main character, Esther, a name that is derived from the Persian word for “star.” (Esther’s Hebrew name was Hadassah, which means “myrtle.”
) The exact time when the book was written and who its author was are not known. It was written sometime after the death of King Xerxes of Persia, who reigned from 486-465 b.c.
 The author, who showed an intimate knowledge of the royal palace in Susa and of the events of Xerxes’ reign, was probably a Jew who lived in Persia at the time of these narrated events. He no doubt had access to the official chronicle of the kings of Media and Persia (see Esther 2:23; 6:1; 10:2).

Although the writer of this book did not use the name of God, God was not to be eliminated from this story! Matthew Henry, the great Bible commentator says of this book, “Though the name of God be not in it, the finger of God is.”
 This book demonstrates that God has a part in all of the events of human life.

Henrietta Mears wrote, “Esther is like Joseph and David. God had each one hidden away for His purpose. When the day came, He brought them to the front to work out His plan. God hid Joseph away in a dungeon in Egypt but when He was ready, He placed him in the position of prime minister of that country. God always has someone in reserve to fulfill His purposes. Sometimes it is a man like Joseph, or Moses. Sometimes it is a woman like Hannah, or Esther, or Mary.”
 Just as Esther had “come to royal position for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14), there are times in which God has planned to use you.

The book of Esther demonstrates God’s preservation power and His providence for His people. God not only created the world, but He holds it together, “sustaining all things by his powerful word” (Hebrews 1:3). “In him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:17). The world would come unglued if it were not for God. And in God’s providence, He directs all things, both good and evil, toward His cause—which means that He will have the final victory! “His kingdom rules over all” (Psalm 103:19). Yes, God is at the steering wheel of this universe. You need not fear what the ultimate destination is, for with God in control we know that all will end well! (See Romans 8:28.)

We do not know what is around the corner, but God by His providence is leading. Every day is a new adventure for those who have faith in Jesus Christ. He allows enemies and trouble to come into our lives, but He also gives us His peace, His guidance, and life to the full (see John 10:10; 14:27).

A Daily Appointment with God

Make a daily appointment with God. Find a quiet spot. Take your Bible, pencil or pen and your lesson with you. If you have a busy phone, you may have to remove it from the hook, turn off the ringer or hide the phone under a blanket to muffle the ringing! Remember how very important your appointment with God is and make time to be with Him daily. Ask yourself the following things:

1.
How much time will I spend with the Lord each day?

2.
What do I need to put aside in order to spend this time with the Lord? (Examples: sleep, television, casual telephone conversations, window shopping, etc. Each person will have to decide what his or her priorities are and what can be removed from the daily schedule to make time to spend with God.)

3.
What is the best time for my appointment with God? 

4.
Where is the quietest place for me to pray and study? 

5.
Do I really want to spend time with God? (If your last answer is “yes,” God will bless you as you work out the time. If your last answer is “no,” pray that God will give you a desire, a hunger to spend this time with Him. He will do this for you!)

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

Use only the Bible for your answers.

Write down your answers and the verses you used.

Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Introduction to Esther.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the Introduction to Esther, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down and post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Esther 1, concentrating on verses 1-4.

1.
Who was king of the Persian Empire at this time, and over what area did he rule? What city did he rule from at this time? (Esther 1:1-2) Find this city on the map.

2.
What event did the king host and who attended? (Esther 1:3)

3.
How long did this event last and what was its purpose? (Esther 1:4)

4.
Challenge: The author begins to set the scene for the story of Esther to unfold. From his description, how would you summarize the condition of the Persian Empire and the outlook of its king at this time? How does this reflect the viewpoint of many world leaders today?

5.
The king of the Persian Empire held feasts and gloried in his own majesty, apparently without any thought of the one true God and His majesty. Although most of Israel was still in exile and even those who had returned to the Promised Land were still subjects of the Persian Empire, God’s loving hand was upon His people. What do you learn about God’s care for His people in the following verses?

Ezekiel 34:11-12

John 10:14-15

Philippians 4:19

6.
Personal: Do you ever look at the state of the world around you and wonder if God has forgotten His people, or if He has forgotten you? How do the verses in question 5 help you?

Third Day: Review Esther 1, concentrating on verses 5-9.

1.
After the 180-day banquet, what new event did the king host, for whom, and how long did it last? (Esther 1:5)

2.
How does the writer describe the setting for this banquet? (Esther 1:6-7)

3.
The normal Persian custom was that whenever the king drank, everyone rank, and the Persian court was noted for excessive drinking.
 What command did the king give regarding the guests? (Esther 1:8)

4.
What related event was held at the same time as the king’s banquet? (Esther 1:9)

5.
Challenge: The author of this book paints a beautiful and luxurious picture of the setting for the king and queen’s banquets. What an honor it must have been to be invited, and how they must have enjoyed attending. Read Matthew 22:2 and Revelation 19:5-9. How do these Scriptures describe the banquet that God will someday give for His people?

6.
Personal: Will you be one of the great multitude at the wedding supper of the Lamb—given by God the Father for His Son, Jesus Christ? You can be assured of a place at the table by accepting Jesus’ payment for your sin. Read John 3:16-18.

Fourth Day: Review Esther 1, concentrating on verses 10-12.

1.
How long had this banquet been going on, and what was the king’s condition? (Esther 1:10a)

2.
a.
What did the king command his servants to do? (Esther 1:10b-11a)

b.
Why did the king issue this command? (Esther 1:11b)

3.
How did Queen Vashti respond? (Esther 1:12a)

4.
How did the king react to the queen’s disobedience? (Esther 1:12b)

5.
No reason is given for Vashti’s refusal. If the king had been in full control of himself, rather than under the influence of alcohol, he might not have made this request. What do the following verses say is the result of consuming too much alcohol?

Proverbs 20:1

Proverbs 23:29-32

Proverbs 31:4-5

6.
Personal: Have you ever consumed so much alcohol or another substance that you were under its control? What does Ephesians 5:18 say is the believer’s alternative to being influenced by alcohol or other substances? If substance abuse is an ongoing problem for you, why not pray and ask God to take away the desire for it and to fill you with His Spirit. Read Luke 11:13.

Fifth Day: Review Esther 1, concentrating on verses 13-18.

1.
What did the king do as he considered how to deal with Queen Vashti’s disobedience? (Esther 1:13-15)

2.
How did one of the wise men analyze the situation? (Esther 1:16-18)

3.
Challenge: Read Ephesians 5:21-31. What principles are to govern the relationship between a Christian husband and a Christian wife? How do the principles balance each other? What might result if only one principle is emphasized to the exclusion of the other?

4.
Personal: If you are married, do you live by the principles found in Ephesians 5:21-31? If this is difficult for you, or you are not sure how to apply these principles to your marriage, pray and ask God to give you His wisdom and power to live as He directs you. Read James 1:5.

Sixth Day: Review Esther 1, concentrating on verses 19-22.

1.
a.
What solution did Memucan propose in Esther 1:19?

b.
Challenge: How did the suggested punishment correspond to Vashti’s offense?

2.
What did he believe would be the result of this solution? (Esther 1:20)

3.
Did the king decide to follow Memucan’s advice? What did he do? (Esther 1:21-22)

4.
King Xerxes was an all-powerful monarch over his empire. To all appearances he was in complete control of his destiny and that of Queen Vashti. Yet God is the One actually in control, and He used this situation to make way for Esther to become queen. What do you learn about this in the following Scriptures?

1 Samuel 2:7-8

Daniel 2:21

Romans 13:1

Colossians 1:16

5.
Personal: What is your attitude towards life? You can live as if you, yourself, are in control. You can live in fear because you know you are not in control and you don’t think anyone else is, either. Or you can rest in the truth that God is in control of everything. Read Romans 8:28. How will you choose to live?

6.
What verse did you choose to memorize this week? Share it with your group if you wish.

Esther Lesson 2
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Esther 1:1-9—The Great Feasts

As the book of Esther opens, King Xerxes was entertaining all the nobles and officials of his kingdom in the royal palace at Susa. One of four Persian capitals, Susa was the winter residence of the Persian kings. Many scholars believe this gathering was held to plan the Persian military expeditions against Greece, which took place in 482-479 b.c. This event was on a colossal scale, lasting one hundred and eighty days. Matthew Henry suggests that the king probably did not feast with the whole crowd every day for all that time, but perhaps invited the nobles and officials of one province one day, those of another province another day, and so on until he had met personally with all the military leaders, princes and nobles of his empire.

Then Xerxes held a second banquet, lasting seven days, for all the people in the citadel of Susa—the royal part of the capital city. The king hosted the men in the enclosed garden of the palace, and Queen Vashti entertained the women separately inside the royal palace. The author describes a scene of great luxury and beauty. No expense was spared to present the “the vast wealth of [Xerxes’] kingdom and the splendor and glory of his majesty” (Esther 1:4).

Esther 1:10-12—A Queen Summoned

The Persian court was noted for excessive drinking. The normal custom was whenever the king drank, everyone drank.
 At this event, however, the king issued a command that “each guest was allowed to drink in his own way” (Esther 1:8)—no one was compelled to drink. On the seventh day of the banquet, “King Xerxes was in high spirits from wine” (Esther 1:10), indicating that he was somewhat under the influence of alcohol when he ordered that Queen Vashti be brought before the guests to display her beauty.

The queen refused to come, although no reason is given in Scripture. Some scholars suggest that perhaps it was her modesty that made her refuse to appear before a group of men who had drunk more than was good for them. We must remember that this is an experience in a pagan monarchy where there was no worship of the true and living God.

Yet, perhaps Vashti did not use wisdom in denying the king his wish. F.F. Bruce notes, “The king’s request did not violate Persian customs…and it was expressed as a formal command conveyed by the eunuchs, so Vashti’s refusal was a flagrant defiance of the king.”
 Matthew Henry wrote, “She refused to come (v. 12); though he sent his command by seven honourable messengers, and publicly, and Josephus [the historian] says sent again and again, yet she persisted in her denial. Had she come, while it was evident that she did it in pure obedience, it would have been no reflection upon her modesty, nor a bad example…Perhaps she refused in a haughty manner, and then it was certainly evil; she scorned to come at the king’s commandment.”

In the eastern cultures of that day a woman—even if she was the queen of a realm—had no right to make such a choice for she was considered inferior and only a possession to be owned. Vashti had chosen to disobey her king and her husband, and she would have to suffer the consequences.

Jesus Transforms the Role of Women

Think of the benefits that Christianity has brought to womanhood. In a special sense, Jesus Christ is woman’s best friend. Feminine leadership in Old Testament times, though it was limited by custom, was blessed by God. Deborah, a prophetess, led Israel for a time (see Judges 4-5). She held court and the Israelites came to her to have their disputes settled. By her prophetic leadership, the Israeli army led by Barak was able to defeat their oppressors. Scripture speaks of prophecy as a gift from God, and declares emphatically that this gift is given to women as well as to men. In the New Testament we are told that Philip the evangelist had four daughters who prophesied (see Acts 21:9). The prophetess Anna became one of the first to speak of Christ’s coming (see Luke 2:36-38).

The Lord Jesus Christ Himself welcomed the presence of women among his disciples (see Luke 8:1-3). He transformed the woman of Samaria, an adulteress and prostitute, into an effective evangelist (see John 4:27-30). He rejoiced over Mary’s choice to sit at His feet and hear His teaching, as opposed to Martha’s insistence that her sister stick completely to traditional female duties (see Luke 10:42).

The Christian woman has been given a new identity in Christ (see Galatians 3:28). She shares with the Christian man the calling of a ministry of reconciliation to God (see 2 Corinthians 5:18-19). She is valued as a responsible member of the body of Christ. God endows her with His gifts for the building up of all believers (see 1 Corinthians 12:4-11). The same power of the Holy Spirit is available to her as to the man, enabling her to fulfill her ministry in the home, the church, the community and the world. In Jesus Christ woman truly discovers the full life (see John 10:10). Not only her spiritual life but also all other aspects of her life become transformed when she knows Jesus Christ as her personal Lord and Savior.

Nowhere in the Bible will you find male superiority or female inferiority taught. What the Bible teaches is the indispensability under God of man and woman both in society and the sphere of the home. Woman was made from man (see 1 Corinthians 11:8) and is not inferior but indispensable to the completeness of humanity (see Genesis 2:20-23). Man and woman have by nature been created by God with different physical and psychological needs. They are intended to complement each other in society and within the sanctity of the Christian marriage relationship, which is planned for some men and women by God (see Genesis 2:24).

Esther 1:13-22—The Queen Is Deposed

Imagine the repercussions when Vashti refused to return with the eunuchs the king sent to bring her to his banquet! Undoubtedly the king had announced the imminent arrival of his beautiful queen. All of the men were awaiting a glimpse of her royal beauty. What a sight for them all to enjoy and for the king to glory in! And now the messengers returned with her refusal to appear.

King Xerxes consulted with his wise men to see what should be done to Queen Vashti because of her disobedience. One of them, Memucan, answered, “Queen Vashti has done wrong, not only against the king but also against all the nobles and the peoples of all the provinces of King Xerxes. For the queen’s conduct will become known to all the women, and so they will despise their husbands and say, ‘King Xerxes commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, but she would not come.’ This very day the Persian and Median women of the nobility who have heard about the queen’s conduct will respond to all the king’s nobles in the same way. There will be no end of disrespect and discord” (Esther 1:16-18). He was probably right! Many Persian wives might have begun to disobey and domineer their husbands! Memucan continued, “Therefore, if it pleases the king, let him issue a royal decree and let it be written in the laws of Persia and Media, which cannot be repealed, that Vashti is never again to enter the presence of King Xerxes. Also let the king give her royal position to someone else who is better than she” (Esther 1:19). The king was pleased by Memucan’s advice. Because Vashti had refused to appear before the king, it was decreed that she never appear before him again, and she was no longer to be his queen.

God is in Control

Romans 8:28 tells us, “In all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” As we will see throughout the book of Esther, God used all these events—even a queen’s disobedience and a king’s anger—to further His plan for the preservation of his people, the children of Israel. God’s providence opened the way for Esther to receive the crown and become queen.

To work out His plans, God worked through people. He can work both through those who do not know Him, and through those who know and love Him. How much more rewarding to be a willing participant in His plan!

How do you believe that God wants to use you this week to work out His plan in your life, in your circumstances, and in your community? Are you willing to allow Him the freedom to use your life every day, every hour, every minute of this week? Will you allow Him to show you the needs of the people around you, the needs of your family, the needs of your friends? Trust Him to work through you by the power of His Holy Spirit to bring about His plan this week for you in His world.

Priorities

Lord, show me Your priorities 


for me 



today




tomorrow 





and always.

What were your priorities when you walked this earth? 



To glorify God




and to be obedient to Your Father’s will.

What were Paul’s priorities, Lord? 



Philippians 1:20—“I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death” (italics added).

And what did James say, Lord? 


James 4:14,15—“What is your life? 

You are a mist


that appears for a little while



and then vanishes.



Instead, you ought to say, 




‘If it is the Lord’s will, 





we will live 





and do this or that’” (italics added).

And what did you tell Peter, Lord? 


Who had denied you three times 



What were his priorities to be?



John 21:15,17—“Feed my lambs…feed my sheep.”

And Jesus said to Peter in Luke 22:32 


“But I have prayed for you, Simon, 



that your faith may not fail.




And when you have turned back, 





strengthen your brothers.”

Please Lord, show me my priorities.

—Doris Greig







Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

Use only the Bible for your answers.

Write down your answers and the verses you used.

Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Esther 1.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the Commentary on Esther 1, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down and post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Esther 2, concentrating on verses 1-8.

1.
After some time had passed, what happened to King Xerxes? (Esther 2:1)

2.
What plan did the king’s personal attendants suggest for finding a new queen? (Esther 2:2-4)

3.
What do you learn about Mordecai and Esther in Esther 2:5-7?

4.
What happened to Esther after the king’s order was given? (Esther 2:8)

5.
Neither Esther nor Mordecai would have had a choice when Esther was taken to the king’s palace.
 We can only wonder what Esther’s emotions were as she faced her new surroundings. We are fortunate to have God’s Word to rely upon when we are in difficult circumstances. What encouragement and guidance do you find in the following verses?

Psalm 32:8

Isaiah 58:11

Proverbs 3:5-6

6.
Personal: Are you facing difficult circumstances? Do you wonder what God wants you to do, or what He is trying to teach you through these things? How do the verses in question 5 help you as you consider your own life?

Third Day: Review Esther 2, concentrating on verses 9-11.
1.
How did Hegai, the keeper of the king’s harem, evaluate Esther? (Esther 2:9a)

2.
Challenge: Why do you think Hegai evaluated Esther in this way? For some ideas, read Acts 7:9-10 to see how Joseph obtained the favor and goodwill of the pharaoh.

3.
What did Hegai do for Esther because of this?

4.
a.
Why didn’t Esther tell Hegai that she was Jewish? (Esther 2:10)

b.
Challenge: What does this tell you about Esther’s character?

5.
What did Mordecai do after Esther was taken from his home? (Esther 2:11)

6.
Personal: Knowing that Mordecai was a Jew, we can imagine that he often prayed for Esther after she was taken from his care. Do you have loved ones about whom you are concerned, whether in your home or far away? Read Psalm 116:1-9. Why not make this your prayer as you put your trust in God’s great mercy and love?

Fourth Day: Review Esther 2, concentrating on verses 12-17.
1.
How did each girl prepare to visit the king? (Esther 2:12-13)

2.
What was each girl’s future after visiting the king? (Esther 2:14)

3.
a.
What wise decision did Esther make when it was her turn to visit the king? (Esther 2:15)

b.
Challenge: What do you learn from Esther’s example? The following verses may be helpful.


Proverbs 12:15


Proverbs 19:20

4.
How did the king respond to Esther? (Esther 2:17)

5.
Challenge: God delights in using ordinary things to accomplish His purposes. In the Bible we see Him using common things, like the jawbone of a donkey (see Judges 15:9-17), an ox goad (see Judges 3:31), soldiers armed with empty clay jars (see Judges 7), and here in the book of Esther a young woman’s beauty. Yes, God used Esther’s outward beauty to win the king’s favor and approval. God created each of us to look like we do and have the abilities we have.  However our society tends to put too much importance on a person’s outward appearance and abilities. What do we learn about physical beauty from the following verses?

1 Samuel 16:6-7

Proverbs 11:22

Proverbs 31:30

1 Peter 3:3-4

6.
Personal: We know how the world around us judges people. How do you tend to view yourself and others? Read Romans 12:2. How does this verse challenge you? Ask God to help you evaluate yourself and others by His standards instead of the world’s standards.

Fifth Day: Review Esther 2, concentrating on verses 18-20.

1.
What took place after Esther was proclaimed queen? (Esther 2:18)

2.
Esther 2:19 seems to indicate that the enlargement of the king’s harem continued unabated, even after Esther was proclaimed queen.
 What do you learn about Mordecai from this verse?

3.
Challenge: The gate of an ancient city was its major commercial and legal center. This suggests that Mordecai held a high position in the civil service of the empire.
 What do you learn in the following verses that suggest this? (Note: Although the following passages refer to Israelite cities, these practices were common throughout the ancient lands of the Bible.)

Deuteronomy 21:18-20

Joshua 20:4

1 Kings 22:10

4.
How was Esther obedient to Mordecai in Esther 2:20? How long did she continue to follow his instructions?

5.
Challenge: Mordecai had brought Esther up, and was like a father to her. How was she following the commands of God’s Word according to the following verses?

Exodus 20:12

Proverbs 1:8

Proverbs 15:5

6.
Personal: Do you honor your father and your mother? Even if they are not believers and their advice is not godly, you can still honor their position and show them respect and love. Ask God to help you honor them as He desires.

Sixth Day: Review Esther 2, concentrating on verses 21-23.

1.
What did Mordecai overhear while he sat at the king’s gate? (Esther 2:21)

2.
What action did he take, and what was the result? (Esther 2:22-23a)

3.
What record of this event was made according to Esther 2:23b?

4.
Challenge: Mordecai had not revealed to the king his relationship as adoptive father to Queen Esther. When he heard that two men plotted to kill the king he could have decided it would be safer not to get involved. Yet he did not choose this route. He involved himself to the point that the king now knew his name. God also calls us to serve others without concern for our own safety and comfort. Read Luke 10:30-37. How did Jesus illustrate this?

5.
Personal: Are you willing to respond to someone’s need with God’s help, even if it is not easy or convenient? Can you think of a time when you did not do this? Pray and ask God to give you His concern and care for the people you come in contact with each day.

6.
What verse did you choose to memorize this week? Share it with your group if you wish.

Esther Lesson 3
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Esther 2:1-4—The Search for a Queen

This chapter begins with the word, “Later…” Several years had passed. The banquet and Queen Vashti’s removal took place in the third year of Xerxes’ reign (see Esther 1:3), and Esther was eventually taken to the king in the seventh year (see Esther 2:17), following a year of beauty treatments after she was brought into the harem (see Esther 2:12). During these intervening years, Xerxes was focused on military expeditions against Greece.

But as palace life returned to normal, we discover that the king’s anger had eased and he remembered his former queen, Vashti. He knew that the decree to dethrone her could not be reversed according to the laws of Persia and Media (see Esther 1:19). The king’s advisors had suggested that Vashti be removed from her royal throne as an example to all the women in Persia of the terrible punishment that disobedience to a husband would bring. The sad result of Vashti’s disobedience was to be an everlasting reminder to all wives in the empire.

The king’s personal attendants proposed that a new queen be chosen for him from among the most beautiful young virgins in the land. Although there was a custom that the king should choose his queen from one of seven noble families, this custom was not strictly observed,
 and girls from a variety of backgrounds were to be brought to the king’s harem.

All the provinces of the kingdom were to be searched for beautiful young virgins, and commissioners were assigned to each province to oversee the process. As the girls arrived at the palace, they would be placed under the care of Hegai, the king’s eunuch who was in charge of the king’s women. The candidates for queen would undergo a twelve-month regimen of beauty treatments. From among all these young women the king would choose the one to be his queen in place of Vashti. This plan was presented to the king, it pleased him and he agreed to all of it.

Esther 2:5-11—Esther Becomes a Candidate

The most beautiful girls in the 127 provinces of the king’s empire had been gathered together in the women’s quarters of the king’s palace. There must have been hundreds of girls brought by the commissioners to Susa. No beauty contestant today has such a prize dangled before her—a real royal crown! The girl who was chosen would wear the royal crown and be the queen of a mighty empire. The king was to be the only judge of this contest.

Esther 2:5 begins, “Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin.” We now find the true hero and heroine of this book being introduced. Mordecai’s forebears—“son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish” (Esther 2:5)—are most likely remote ancestors in the tribe of Benjamin (see 2 Samuel 16:5-14 for Shimei and 1 Samuel 9:1 for Kish), making Mordecai a member of the tribe and family of King Saul.
 When Mordecai’s uncle, Abihail, died Esther was adopted into Mordecai’s home (see Esther 2:15). Since she had neither father nor mother, Mordecai raised her as his own daughter. Neither captivity nor exile from his homeland had changed Mordecai’s loyalty to his Jewish heritage.

Neither Esther nor Mordecai would have had a choice when Esther was taken to the king’s palace. This must have been a strange and frightening experience for Esther, yet we see the providence of God moving in this situation for we read in Esther 2:9, “the girl pleased” Hegai, who had charge of the harem, and “won his favor.” It was no accident that she received kindness and help from Hegai. God had a purpose for Esther’s life and He worked in all her circumstances to further His plan for Esther and for His people, Israel.

We see the same providential hand of God in the story of Joseph. God “gave Joseph wisdom and enabled him to gain the goodwill of Pharaoh king of Egypt” (Acts 7:10; see also Genesis 37-50). Joseph rose from slavery to power in Egypt, not because of his own drive and abilities, but rather because “the Lord was with him and…the Lord gave him success in everything he did” (Genesis 39:3).

Mordecai came into the life of Esther on the basis of adoption. He took on the responsibility to educate and care for her, guiding her steps and her divine destiny. Esther was obedient to Mordecai and did not reveal her identity as a Jewess because her cousin had forbidden her to do so. We too are to obey the Holy Spirit’s leading just as Esther obeyed her cousin, Mordecai.

The relationship that existed between Mordecai and Esther is a beautiful picture of the relationship that exists between the Holy Spirit and those who by faith have received Him. When a person is adopted into the family of God and becomes His child (see John 3) the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit is God’s seal of adoption (see Ephesians 1:13-14; Romans 8:14-16). The faith by which we receive the Holy Spirit is the same faith by which we claim redemption and forgiveness through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. “But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior” (Titus 3:5-6). 

Have you received the Lord Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? If so, then the Holy Spirit has come to live within you. You have been born again and God has set His seal upon you as His child. If you have not yet made the decision to receive the Lord Jesus Christ into your life, stop now and read Revelation 3:20.

In Esther 2:11 we discover that every day Mordecai walked back and forth near the courtyard of the harem to find out whatever he could about Esther’s condition and circumstances. God had placed Mordecai in the right place at the right time. His position in the palace is not specified, but it is clear that he must have had some political appointment. Otherwise he would not have been able to walk in this area of the palace and check on Esther’s welfare. Just as Mordecai continued to watch over Esther, Christians can be assured that the Lord Jesus Christ will always be watching over them.

Esther must have felt lonely in her place of destiny. It must have been difficult to have been plucked from the secure and well-known environment of Mordecai’s home and planted in the king’s palace with so many strangers. Esther’s situation seemed almost impossible. There were hundreds of pretty girls from all over the empire. Everyone was asking, “Will they ever find one as lovely as Vashti?” Yet God always acts in impossible situations! What is your impossible situation? M. Basilea Schlink wrote, “When God acts in an impossible situation, He becomes greater to us. The more impossible the situation, the more honor that is given to Him. Therefore, in spite of prevailing prayer, He often waits until the last minute before He intervenes. Thus He teaches us to ‘hold on in faith.”’

Esther 2:12-18—Esther Is Chosen Queen

In Esther 2:12-14 we read of how Xerxes chose his queen from among the many candidates in his harem. There are those who suggest that Esther committed a sin by going to the king’s chamber to present herself as a candidate for his queen. All of Scripture tells us that God’s plan is that one man and one woman are to marry for life, and all sexual contact outside of this faithful relationship is forbidden. Remember, however, that Persia was a pagan country ruled by pagan law, which had nothing to do with the law of God found in the Bible. We must also consider that every woman that the king took to his bed would be considered to be married to him, for the king had many wives and concubines, which were wives of an inferior position. Yet he would choose only one queen.

Like all the other candidates, Esther spent a whole year in preparation for her meeting with the king. This time of waiting could have seemed endless, but God had placed her in these circumstances for this length of time as part of His perfect plan. What about you? Where has God placed you for this particular time? You may feel that you are trapped in certain circumstances, and wonder what purpose God could possibly have for you in them. We need to remember what Jesus said: “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). Only as we rest in Christ and find our strength and resources in Him will we serve His purpose in our circumstances. As we trust in Him, He will help us to plan our time and our years. This means that we must spend time in prayer asking Him to guide us!

We can only speculate on Esther’s feelings when it was her turn to visit the king, but we read in Esther 2:15 that she “asked for nothing other than what Hegai…suggested” to take with her from the harem to the king’s palace. Esther’s true character shows through as we see that she was willing to take advice from Hegai, who had experience in the Persian court and knew what would please the king. Proverbs 19:20 says, “Listen to advice and accept instruction, and in the end you will be wise.” Esther showed the same humility as she continued to obey Mordecai’s instructions even after leaving his household (see Esther 2:10,20).

In the month of December, 479 b.c., just four years after his divorce from Vashti, Xerxes set the royal crown upon Esther’s head and made her his queen. Her reign began as the deposed Vashti’s had ended—with a banquet. This time Esther was the honored guest. The king proclaimed a holiday throughout the provinces and gave gifts with royal liberality in honor of Queen Esther.

As we reflect on the impact that Christianity has had on our culture today, we see the contrast between the ways women were treated in Persia in Esther’s time and in America today. I’m sure every woman reading the book of Esther feels glad to live in a culture where she has a choice and her feelings are considered in the important matter of marriage. Yet there are many lands today where there are still arrangements made by parents or other authorities for young girls to marry without freedom of choice. These are lands where Christianity has not had an impact.

The Lord Jesus Christ has freed every person, male and female, to be what God created him or her to be. In Him we have identity and purpose. We need to seek God’s perfect will for our lives and follow it obediently. The apostle Paul urges all believers, whether man or woman, “to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:1-2).

Esther 2:19-23—The Plot to Kill the King

The first phrase of Esther 2:19, “When the virgins were assembled a second time,” seems to indicate that the enlargement of the king’s harem continued unabated, even after Esther was proclaimed queen.
 It was during this time that Mordecai discovered the plot against the life of the king. Verse 19 continues, “Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate.” Sitting in the king’s gate meant that Mordecai held a high position as an elder or a judge, for the courthouse in the ancient world was the gate of the city. How did he achieve this? By the providence of God!

As Mordecai sat in the king’s gate, two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway (possibly of the king’s private apartment), Bigthan and Teresh, became angry and conspired to kill the king. Mordecai overheard this plot and told Esther about it. Naturally Esther told the king. The king then put his “F.B.I.” into action to check it out! The king’s investigation proved Mordecai’s statement to be true and the men plotting against Xerxes’ life were hanged on a gallows.

We read that this incident was recorded in the “book of the annals in the presence of the king” (Esther 2:23), but we do not read of Mordecai being rewarded for what he had done. This is an important fact and we will discover later that there was a very special reason why he was not rewarded at this time. It was, again, the providence of God.

It is possible that Mordecai may have brooded over this many times and wondered why he had been ignored and not honored for what he had discovered. Likewise, there may have been things that have happened in our lives for which we feel we have not been recognized. One day in God’s providence we shall see God turning what has happened in the past into a blessing for His glory in the future. If you are in a hard place today, remember that God will use your faithfulness in some way. Remember that God has not taken His hand off this earth nor off you, no matter what is happening. Whoever you are, God is moving in your life. Trust Him, as your Savior and your Guide, and you will be able to look back over your life and see His providence worked out through your experiences.

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

Use only the Bible for your answers.

Write down your answers and the verses you used.

Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Esther 2.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the Commentary on Esther 2, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down and post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Esther 3, concentrating on verses 1-6.

1.
Whom did King Xerxes honor and how was this honor displayed? (Esther 3:1)

2.
Challenge: Many Bible scholars believe that Haman was a descendant of Agag, king of Amalek. Read Exodus 17:8-9,13-16; Deuteronomy 25:17-19; 1 Samuel 15:1-5,8,32-33; and 1 Chronicles 4:42-43. What do you learn about the history of the relationship between the Israelites and the Amalekites? How might this have affected Haman’s attitude towards the Jews?

3.
What did the king command concerning Haman, and who refused to obey the command? (Esther 3:2)

4.
What did the royal officials do when they noticed Mordecai’s action? (Esther 3:3-4)

5.
How did Haman respond to their report? (Esther 3:5-6)

6.
Personal: Obedience to the second commandment (Exodus 20:4-5) was probably not the issue in Mordecai’s refusal to bow down to Haman, for the Jews were willing to bow down to kings and to other persons. Only the long-standing enmity between the Jews and the Amalekites accounts both for Mordecai’s refusal and for Haman’s intent to destroy all the Jews.
 Mordecai was willing to risk suffering rather than bow to Haman, an enemy of God’s people. Are you willing to refuse to follow the crowd if the Holy Spirit leads you to take a stand for what is right?

Third Day: Review Esther 3, concentrating on verses 7-15.

1.
In Esther 3:7, we read that the pur, or lot, was cast in the presence of Haman to select a day and month to destroy all of the Jews. Astrologers or magicians probably carried out this task. How much time would elapse between the month the pur was cast and the month that was selected?

2.
What reasons did Haman give to the king to convince him that the Jewish people in his realm should be destroyed? (Esther 3:8)

3.
What did Haman request from the king, and what incentive did he offer? (Esther 3:9)

4.
How did the king respond to Haman’s request and how did he confirm his response? (Esther 3:10-11)

5.
a.
What arrangements did Haman quickly set in motion to carry out his plan? (Esther 3:12-14)

b.
What dramatic contrast do you see between the reaction of the rulers and of the common people of Susa to the edict? (Esther 3:15)

6.
a.
Challenge: What rulers or countries in later generations have tried to exterminate the Jewish race? Do you see God’s hand preserving this race of people throughout history? Many have suffered, but the Jewish people are still a distinct race. Read Genesis 12:1-3. What does God promise here?

b.
Personal: Throughout the ages God has made good His Word. Just like Abraham, every believer can be “fully persuaded that God [has] power to do what he [has] promised” (Romans 4:21). Read John 10:28-29. If you have placed your faith in Jesus Christ, do you trust that God will always keep you in His hand?

Fourth Day: Read Esther 4, concentrating on verses 1-4.

1.
What did Mordecai do after he heard about the decree the king had signed and sent to all of his provinces? (Esther 4:1-2)

2.
How did all the Jews throughout Persia react? (Esther 4:3)

3.
Challenge: Although prayer or God are not mentioned here, the general mourning of Mordecai and the Jews throughout Persia must have been a religious act which would have been accompanied by prayer.
 How is the same thing expressed in the following passages?

Daniel 9:2-3

Nehemiah 1:3-4

4.
When Esther heard about Mordecai’s actions, what did she do? (Esther 4:4)

5.
a.
Mordecai refused to put on the clothes that Esther offered him. He could have put on the new clothes, ignored the decree to kill the Jewish people of the kingdom, and gone on living just as he had been living. Of course, this would not change the facts and reality of the decree! There is another decree more sure and lasting, which has been given to us by the King of Kings. What is this decree, found in the following verses?


Romans 3:23


Romans 5:12


Romans 6:23a

b.
God, in His great mercy and love, did not stop after issuing this decree. What remedy has He decreed in the following verses?


Romans 3:21-22


Romans 5:15


Romans 6:23b

6.
Personal: We each have a choice, whether to ignore or respond to God’s decrees. Have you accepted His offer of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, which saves you from the death penalty passed against sinful humanity? If you have accepted His offer, how do you respond when you consider the many people who are still under the death sentence? Do you mourn for them? What action are you taking to help them?

Fifth Day: Review Esther 4, concentrating on verses 5-14.

1.
How did Esther find out about the edict? (Esther 4:5-8a)

2.
What did Mordecai ask Esther to do? (Esther 4:8b)

3.
What reasonable arguments concerning her audience with the king and its potential dangers did Esther give to Mordecai?

4.
What warning does Mordecai give Esther in Esther 4:13?

5.
a.
What challenge does he then offer in Esther 4:14?

b.
Challenge: How are God’s sovereignty and individual responsibility expressed in Mordecai’s challenge?

6.
Personal: What is God calling you to do? There may be very reasonable excuses to avoid doing what He asks. Perhaps it will cause you embarrassment, or someone may become angry with you. Pray and ask God what He would have you do for Him. Ask Him to show you the best way to prepare and the best time to act.

Sixth Day: Review Esther 4, concentrating on verses 15-17.

1.
What preparations for her task did Esther tell Mordecai should be made? (Esther 4:16a)

2.
In requesting a fast, Esther was seeking help from God. She was asking the Jewish community to intercede with God on her behalf. Prayer, which usually accompanied such fasting, was probably a part of this fast as well.
  What do you learn about the practice of fasting by the Jews in the following Scriptures?

Judges 20:26-27a

1 Samuel 7:6

2 Samuel 12:16

Ezra 8:21-23

3.
Challenge: Many Christians today practice fasting—abstaining from food for a time—as a way to focus our attention on God. It can be a time of deep personal intimacy with Him, a place where the closeness of His presence reveals our own heart’s motive, allowing us to intercede for our own needs, and as well, responding to Him as he leads us to intercede for a need in our home, family, friends, church, city, nation, etc. What guidelines for our attitude when fasting do you find in the following Scriptures?

Isaiah 58:3-7

Matthew 6:16-18

4.
What was Esther’s attitude about the task she was undertaking? (Esther 4:16b)

5.
Did Mordecai do as Esther had asked? (Esther 4:17)

6.
a.
Personal: When someone asks you to pray for them are you faithful to carry out the promise you give to pray? Why not keep a prayer list or a notebook, and list those you are praying for as well as God’s answers?

b.
What verse did you choose to memorize this week? Share it with your group if you wish.

Esther Lesson 4 
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Esther 3:1-6—Haman’s Promotion

Everything seemed to be going so well for Esther and Mordecai. Esther had been crowned queen, and Mordecai had saved the king’s life. But we see the form of Haman casting a shadow across this picture. Xerxes elevated Haman to the second highest position in the kingdom, and commanded that everyone kneel and pay homage to him. But Mordecai refused to bow before Haman.

Many Bible scholars believe that Haman “the Agagite” (Esther 3:1) was a descendant of Agag, king of Amalek. The Israelites had a long history of enmity with the Amalekites. The Amalekites had attacked Israel after she fled from Egypt. For this reason, the Bible says, God would “be at war against the Amalekites from generation to generation” (Exodus 17:16). Israel was not to forget, but to “blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven” (Deuteronomy 25:17-19). Saul’s attack on Amalek (see 1 Samuel 15) resulted in the death of King Agag and most, though not all, of the city’s population.
 

Some have suggested that Mordecai refused to bow to Haman because as a Jew he would bow to no person but God. However, obedience to the second commandment (Exodus 20:4-5) was probably not the issue in Mordecai’s refusal to bow down to Haman, for the Jews were willing to bow down to kings and to other persons. Only the long-standing enmity between the Jews and the Amalekites accounts both for Mordecai’s refusal to bow down and for Haman’s intent to destroy all the Jews in retaliation.
 Mordecai was willing to risk suffering rather than bow to Haman, an enemy of God’s people.

Haman’s wrath was aroused not only against Mordecai but also against all of Mordecai’s people when he would not bow to Haman. Mordecai was honest when he was asked why he would not obey the king’s command and confessed that he was a Jew. Haman, swelled with pride, was bitterly humiliated that this man would not bow before him. He determined that Mordecai and every Jewish person in the entire Persian Empire would be killed.

As Mordecai begins to stand out as a man of God, we see Haman beginning to stand out in all his ugliness as the man for the devil. Even as Haman attempted to destroy all of the Jewish people, he did not know anything about the promise that God had made to Abraham, “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:2-3). God’s plan was to bring salvation to all people through the Jews, and because of this Satan was determined to wipe out the people of Israel. We will see that Haman was a wicked man whose day of triumph was short and whose joy endured but for a moment (see Job 20:4-5). Throughout the ages God has made good His Word. God has preserved these people thus far and we will see Him do it again in the book of Esther.

Esther 3:7-15—Haman’s Plot

Haman called for the pur—or the lot—to be cast to determine the day his enemies would be destroyed. Then he tried to prove to the king that all the Jews were disloyal subjects. While it was true that the Jews were scattered throughout the kingdom, and that their customs were different from those of all other people, but they were not disobedient to the king. In Jeremiah 29:7, God instructed His people who had been carried into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon, “Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”

Haman offered to pay the king a huge bribe, 10,000 talents of silver, to see to it that the Jews were killed! The historian Herodotus records that the annual income of the Persian empire was 15,000 talents. If that figure is correct, Haman was offering a tremendous amount to the king.
 Xerxes authorized Haman to issue a royal decree to kill every Jewish man, woman, and child and plunder their property. He gave his royal signet ring to Haman, effectively giving him carte blanche to carry out his evil plan. Letters were sent to all the provinces specifying the date that these people were to be destroyed. Imagine the fasting, praying, weeping and the sadness that took place among the Jews at this time.

The king and Haman sat down to drink after they had sent out the decree to all of the provinces, “but the city of Susa was bewildered” (Esther 3:15). Though the people of Susa considered the Jewish people foreigners with different customs, they didn’t want to kill them. These Jewish expatriates had made many friends in their captivity. Undoubtedly the grief of the doomed people was shared by many of the Medes and Persians.

We too could join in the despair of such a story except that we know the end of it! God’s providence was at work. He had a plan for a Jewish woman to be the mother of the Savior of all mankind. The Jews must survive! The Jewish race will continue to survive until God winds up His clock for the last time. The prophet Jeremiah said, “This is what the Lord says, he who appoints the sun to shine by day, who decrees the moon and stars to shine by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar—the Lord Almighty is his name: ‘Only if these decrees vanish from my sight,’ declares the Lord, ‘will the descendants of Israel ever cease to be a nation before me’” (Jeremiah 31:35-36).

God stands in the background keeping watch over His own. Today there are Christian believers throughout the whole wide world who are being persecuted as these Jewish people were in the Media-Persian Empire. If you are suffering any form of persecution today because of your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, thank God for it. It will only make you grow stronger and help you to be a more loving and persuasive witness for Him. Remember that God has His hand upon you and His providence is at work in your life, just as it was long ago in the life of Esther and Mordecai.

Esther 4:1-8—Mordecai Reports Sad News

When Mordecai heard the predicament of his people, the Jews, he “tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly” (Esther 4:1). Not only did he know what was publicly announced, but he also had obtained a copy of the decree (see Esther 4:8). Mordecai was undoubtedly doubly grieved for he realized that it was his refusal to bow to Haman that brought Haman’s wrath upon the Jewish people. Therefore, Mordecai put on sackcloth and ashes, which in those days was a token of overwhelming grief. It is similar to the custom still practiced in some countries today where a widow wears black to show her grief at the loss of her husband. The Jews throughout all of Persia fasted and wept and many of them like Mordecai wore sackcloth and ashes. They denied themselves the comfort of food and soft clothing.

Esther’s maids and eunuchs brought the news of Mordecai’s sorrow to her. This grieved Esther greatly for his grief was hers. She respected and loved Mordecai very much. He had adopted her into his family and raised her as his own child when her parents died. Esther immediately sent clothing to Mordecai for him to put on in place of the sackcloth. What her objective was in sending out new clothes the Bible does not disclose. Because Mordecai was not allowed to enter the king’s gate dressed in sackcloth, perhaps Esther wanted to make it possible for him to come in and tell her the full story of this terrible edict.

Esther sent Hatach, one of the eunuchs whom the king had appointed to attend her, to Mordecai outside the king’s gate. She wanted a detailed account of the reason for Mordecai’s mourning. Mordecai told Hatach everything that had happened to him. He also sent her a copy of the king’s edict so that she might see the imminent danger that she and her people were in. Mordecai told Hatach to urge Esther to “go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people” (Esther 4:8).

Identity of the Enemy

Esther must have been particularly interested in the details concerning Haman’s part in this planned slaughter of her race. It was important that Esther knew who her enemy was! Likewise it is important for each believer today to know who our enemy is—Satan—so that we can resist by the power of God (see Ephesians 4:27; 6:10-16; James 4:7). The Lord Jesus Christ offers victory over Satan (see Hebrews 2:14) and we know that Satan will ultimately be destroyed forever (see Revelation 20:10).

Can we be victorious over this enemy who tempts, accuses, distracts and destroys? The answer is “Yes!” There is a day-to-day victory available to every Christian and it is possible to stand firm and see the defeat of every trick of Satan. “For [God] has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves” (Colossians 1:13). At the heart of the victory over Satan is the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross. He who died for our sins, who was buried, and who rose again from the dead, gives us the victory!

It is essential that we have knowledge of the Bible as we “stand against the devil’s schemes” (Ephesians 6:11). The Lord Jesus Christ used three thrusts of the sword—the Word of God—to defeat Satan when Satan tempted Him in the wilderness (see Matthew 4:1-11). Nothing can explain the weakness of a Christian more clearly than ignorance of the Word of God. This condition cannot be cured by reading a verse a day or by reading a book about the Bible. In order to use the Scriptures in our daily living we need to take time to read and reread God’s inspired words, the Bible. By this method God’s ways will become our ways.

Prayer is also an important weapon against Satan. William Cowper wrote, “Satan trembles when he sees the weakest saint upon his knees.”
 God does fortify us against Satan and gives us strength, comfort and guidance in each temptation just as He did for the Lord Jesus Christ when He was tempted three times by Satan. Prayer is an essential communication between God and ourselves. Are you spending time with the Lord each day in prayer?

Esther 4:9-17—Esther To Go Before the King

Hatach brought all the details concerning the edict to Esther. Again Esther sent a message back to Mordecai—she could not go univited to the king without peril of her life and she had not been called before the king for thirty days. There was a death sentence for anyone who entered the court without invitation. The only exception was when the king would hold out his golden scepter and invite them to come forward even though uninvited.

Mordecai’s faith in God and God’s providence for the Jewish people is found in Esther 4:14, “For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?” Mordecai knew the promises of God and the history of Israel. He had no doubt that God would rescue the Jewish people out of this situation just as He had done so many times before, whether Esther participated in His plan or not. This passage is a key to the meaning of the entire book of Esther. It demonstrates the unfailing providence of God in behalf of His people, Israel.

Esther responded to Mordecai’s message by asking him to gather all the Jews of Susa to fast and pray for her for three days before she went before the king. She promised that she and her maidens would also fast. Possibly they were Jewish women or proselytes to the faith whom Esther had taught to pray. Prayer to God is not mentioned here but it is implied. Throughout the history of the Jews, prayer and fasting accompanied one another, as the people sought God’s forgiveness and help.

Esther was resolute as she faced the reality of her situation and that of her people, “When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish” (Esther 4:16).

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

Use only the Bible for your answers.

Write down your answers and the verses you used.

Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Esther 3-4.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the Commentary on Esther 3-4, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down and post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Esther 5, concentrating on verses 1-3.

1.
What did Queen Esther do on the third day after fasting? (Esther 5:1)

2.
How did the king respond when he saw Esther? (Esther 5:2-3)

3.
It may have been terrifying for Esther to approach the king, not knowing whether he would acknowledge her or repudiate her and send her to her death. Vashti had been banished for refusing to come at the king’s command, and now Esther was presumptuously approaching him in absence of his command, so she didn’t know how he would respond. If Esther knew the Scriptures, what comfort might she have received from the promise in Proverbs 21:1?

4.
While we may not each face a life-or-death situation as Esther did, every believer will face times of crisis and challenge when it might be easy to give in to fear. How do the following promises from God’s Word encourage you to listen to God’s instruction and step out in faith?

Psalm 32:8

Psalm 33:20-22

Matthew 11:29

5.
Personal: Are you facing a situation that makes you afraid? Why not pray now and ask God to lead you and to work in the situation for His glory and your good?

Third Day: Review Esther 5, concentrating on verses 4-14.

1.
a.
Did Esther immediately tell the king about her true concern? What did she ask him to do? (Esther 5:4)

b.
How did the king respond to Esther’s invitation? (Esther 5:5)

2.
At this first banquet, the king again asked Esther what her concern was. What did she answer this time? (Esther 5:8)

3.
Haman was pleased with the honor bestowed on him by the queen. Yet there was still a thorn in his flesh. What was it? (Esther 5:9)

4.
When Haman went home, he gathered together his wife and friends. What were his boast and his complaint to them? (Esther 5:10-13)

5.
What suggestion did his wife and friends make, and how did Haman respond? (Esther 5:14)

6.
a.
Challenge: If a Jew had been able to watch Haman and his friends that night, he might have felt close to despair at what he saw. Read Psalm 10:2-11. How do you see Haman pictured in these verses?

b.
Personal: When you hear the daily news of the world, do you sometimes wonder whether God has forgotten His people, whether the wicked—those who do not acknowledge God as Lord—will get away with their evil deeds forever? Read Psalm 1:4-6. What will happen to the wicked? Does this encourage you?

Fourth Day: Read Esther 6, concentrating on verses 1-3.

1.
Who was unable to sleep and what did he do about his insomnia?

2.
What information did the king encounter in the book that reminded him of what he had forgotten to do? (Esther 6:2-3)

3.
Challenge: Compare Esther 2:16,19,21-23 with Esther 3:7. How much time had passed between the time Mordecai’s action was recorded in the book and the time the book was read to the king?

4.
Many years had passed since Mordecai had done this service for the king, and instead of receiving honor for his service, he and his people were under a death sentence. How do 1 Peter 1:6-7 and 4:12-13 help you understand difficult experiences that you may experience?

5.
How does Galatians 6:7-9 encourage you to continue doing good no matter what your circumstances?

6.
Personal: Have you ever tried to help someone who is in need, or tried to serve the Lord in other ways, and then found yourself in distressing circumstances? Have you wondered what kind of a reward this was? If you are in this situation now, how has your perspective about your circumstances changed?

Fifth Day: Review Esther 6, concentrating on verses 4-11.

1.
Who was in the king’s outer court during the time that the king could not sleep, and why had he come? (Esther 6:4)

2.
What question did the king ask him? (Esther 6:6a)

3.
Who did Haman think was the one that would be honored, and what plan did he dream up? (Esther 6:6b-9)

4.
What order did the king give to Haman in Esther 6:10 which must have shocked him and hurt his pride?

5.
Did Haman obey the king’s order? (Esther 6:11)

6.
Personal: As soon as the king realized his oversight he took action to right the wrong. Have you ever stopped what you are doing when you are reminded that you need to show gratitude, to help someone who has a need, or right a relationship which has been bruised or broken? Is there someone you need to acknowledge or something you need to make right?

Sixth Day: Review Esther 6, concentrating on verses 12-14.

1.
Where did Mordecai go after he was honored? (Esther 6:12a)

2.
What did Haman do after he was forced to honor Mordecai? (Esther 6:12b-13a)

3.
What did these people tell Haman? (Esther 6:13b)

4.
While Haman was talking in his home about the honors Mordecai had received, who came to his home and what did they want? (Esther 6:14)

5.
a.
Read Genesis 12:3, in which God is speaking to Abraham, the father of the Jewish people. How does the first part of this verse foretell Haman’s fate?

b.
What promise of the Savior, Jesus Christ, do you find in the second part of Genesis 12:3?

6.
a.
Personal: Again we see how God is working throughout history to preserve His people and allow His plan of salvation through Jesus Christ to move forward. Read John 14:6. Have you come by way of Jesus Christ into the family of God?

b.
What verse did you choose to memorize this week? Share it with your group if you wish.

Esther Lesson 5
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Esther 5:1-8—Esther’s Invitation

Imagine Esther, perhaps weakened after three days of fasting, crossing through the royal palace to the royal court to present herself uninvited to the king! Again we see God’s providence as the king “was pleased with” Queen Esther (Esther 5:2) when he saw her standing in the court, and he held out to her the gold scepter that he was holding. Can’t you just imagine Esther’s sigh of relief as she walked forward to touch the tip of the scepter?

Imagine the time when you will be prompted to do something very difficult as the Holy Spirit nudges at the very center of your being. If you have already been obedient to the Holy Spirit’s touch, you know that as you begin taking that first step, you do not walk alone but God walks with you all the way. It is amazing that when we obey God at such times He works wonderful miracles in the lives of people who need His help and love. When it is God’s time and His providence, are you willing to be His obedient servant “for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14)?

Apparently during the three days and three nights in which Esther fasted God had given her a plan. He had directed her to give some dinner parties! Surely she must have trusted God in order to restrain herself from rushing forward with tears, explaining to the king the plight of her people in the land of Persia! The fact that she risked her life to go before him unannounced would have told the king that Esther’s request was no small matter!

It must have been for this reason that he immediately asked Esther, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request?” (Esther 5:3). He offered to give Esther anything up to half of his kingdom. The scene closes with Esther inviting Haman and the king to a banquet that very day in her home. The two men attended, and as they were relaxed and drinking wine the king again asked Esther what was her petition. Esther told him that she would answer his question the next day when Haman and the king were again invited to come to her home and dine.

Esther 5:9-14—Haman Makes Plans

Can you imagine how exultant Haman was to be invited for two private dinners with the royal couple in the queen’s quarters? But on the way home after the first banquet, he again saw Mordecai at the king’s gate and “observed that he neither rose nor showed fear in his presence” (Esther 5:9). This made Haman furious all over again, but he restrained himself from immediate action against Mordecai and went home to share both his exaltation and frustration with his family.

He called not only his wife, Zeresh, but also his friends to his side so that he could share with them the excitement of the day. Boastfully he told of the wealth he possessed, and the multitude of his sons. He also bragged of his important position as the highest ruler in the land next to the king. Finally he told about his invitation to a private banquet with the king and queen the next day.

After sharing all these great things, Haman vented his frustration by telling them about his latest encounter with Mordecai at the king’s gate that day. All the things he had bragged about weren’t enough to overcome his anger at Mordecai’s defiance. Haman’s wife and his friends offered some advice that delighted him! They advised him to hang Mordecai the next day—he wouldn’t have to wait until the king’s decree went into effect to get rid of Mordecai. Haman immediately ordered the gallows to be built. It was to be seventy-five feet high to guarantee that everyone would see the downfall of Mordecai.

Esther 6:1-3—The King Has Insomnia

“That night the king could not sleep” (Esther 6:1). God, whose gift is sleep (see Psalm 127:2), withheld it from King Xerxes. The king who commanded one hundred and twenty-seven provinces could not command one hour’s sleep! The Scriptures do not divulge the thoughts tossing about in his mind, which resulted in sleeplessness. Perhaps he was troubled with guilt because he had been made aware that he had neglected his beloved queen for thirty days. Guilty feelings can certainly contribute to insomnia but there could have been other reasons why the king lost sleep. One might have been his curiosity concerning the queen’s request, which she had refused to divulge to the king that night at their first private banquet. The king could have been contemplating the countless requests that Esther might make, starting a merry-go-round of thoughts that would not turn off!

Though Xerxes was unaware of it, God had a purpose for his sleepless night. God wanted him to read the book of the chronicles, the record of his reign. The king could have called the court physician to prescribe some medication for his insomnia. He could have had a warm glass of milk and some of his favorite food hoping that this would lull him to sleep. He could have called for the court musicians just as a person today will flip a switch, turning on soft music when he is attempting to go to sleep. But God had a different plan for this particular sleepless night! He would use it to remind the king of Mordecai’s kindness to him some years previous.

The king commanded that the book of the chronicles be brought in and read to him. It would be much like reading a child to sleep. However, this particular night the selected portion of the book revealed something so surprising that the king probably didn’t get any sleep! “It was found recorded there that Mordecai had exposed Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, who had conspired to assassinate King Xerxes” (Esther 6:2).

The king immediately took interest in an event in his life about which he had forgotten. He wanted to know if the man who saved his life, Mordecai, had ever been rewarded. The king’s servants replied, “Nothing has been done for him” (Esther 6:3). We see a good characteristic in the king at this point as he remembered to be grateful, even though he had been forgetful for some time. When he was reminded of Mordecai’s help, he set about immediately to seek the best way to honor this man.

Have you ever stopped what you are doing when you are reminded that you need to show gratitude to someone? When you sense a broken or bruised relationship, do you hasten to do all that you can to restore your relationship to another person? God will bless those who humble themselves and respond to His prompting.

Esther 6:4-14—Haman Must Honor Mordecai

Keep in mind that whatever a man sows, he will reap. If you sow potatoes, you’ll get potatoes. If you sow corn, you’ll get corn. “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life” (Galatians 6:7-8).

We have come to the turning point in the story. We will see Haman experience the harvest of corruption which he had sown by the decree he had drawn up against the Jews in order to rid himself of his enemy, Mordecai. There have been many other men throughout the pages of history who have reaped a similar harvest. The Word of God promises great blessings for those who humbly seek the Lord and follow after Him, but also warns that the wicked will suffer for their actions. “I have seen a wicked and ruthless man flourishing like a green tree in its native soil, but he soon passed away and was no more; though I looked for him, he could not be found.” (Psalm 37:35-36).

Haman’s carpenters must have worked most of the night to build the gallows. Early in the morning he went to the palace to speak to the king about hanging Mordecai on the gallows he had erected. Notice that Haman, too, had to wait in the outer court to be summoned into the king’s presence. Before he had a chance to ask his important question, the king, preoccupied with the need to honor Mordecai, asked, “Who is in the court?” (Esther 6:4). He had Haman brought before him.

Haman had wanted to arrive at court before any business had been brought before the king, in order to ask for a warrant to hang Mordecai immediately. He had not counted on this twist of the events! Here was the king wanting to ask one of his counselors about honoring Mordecai, and Haman happened to be the only statesman in the court at such an early hour. What an amazing display of God’s providence! Just as the king was preparing to honor Mordecai, Haman came in for permission to hang him! It aptly illustrates the old saying, “Man proposes…God disposes.”

The king was fully persuaded that Haman was a man of integrity and would be able to help him honor Mordecai. As Haman walked into the court he was greeted by the king with this question, “What should be done for the man the king delights to honor?” (Esther 6:6) We see Haman’s inflated ego as he said to himself, “Who is there that the king would rather honor than me?” (Esther 6:6) Therefore he thought quickly and suggested plans that he would love to experience himself. He gave specific details—the way he would like to be dressed in a robe the king had worn, then mounted on one of the king’s own horses, and given a parade down the main thoroughfare of the city. One of the king’s most noble princes would lead him on horseback, proclaiming, “This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!” (Esther 6:9). After all, wouldn’t this be an appropriate honor for the king’s favorite and the one who was invited to dine exclusively with the king and queen two nights in a row?

Just imagine the shock it was to Haman when the king said, “Go at once…Get the robe and the horse and do just as you have suggested for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king’s gate. Do not neglect anything you have recommended” (Esther 6:10). He must have been horrified to discover that it was Mordecai who was to have been honored rather than him! Psalm 37:12-13 says, “The wicked plot against the righteous and gnash their teeth at them; but the Lord laughs at the wicked, for he knows their day is coming.” Haman’s “day” was arriving—the very opposite of the day he had dreamed of—and he had no power to stop it.

Haman had to obey the king’s order. Rather than hanging the man he hated so much, Haman had to carry out the plans for a grand parade to honor his sworn enemy. The clothing was brought. Mordecai was dressed up, and was led in state through the city. He was recognized as the king’s favorite that day. Such an honor must have given Mordecai hope that Esther would be able to influence the king to reverse the edict against the Jews.

After the parade Mordecai returned to his job at the king’s gate. Haman, on the other hand, hurried back to his home with his head covered in grief. Utterly humiliated, he told his wife and his friends about the events which had just occurred. Apparently these friends had remained with his wife while he went to the king’s court to ask permission to hang Mordecai on the seventy-five foot high gallows! They had not wanted to miss the great event, but in remaining in Haman’s house they had missed the honoring of Mordecai. Zeresh, Haman’s wife, and all of his friends told him, “Since Mordecai, before whom your downfall has started, is of Jewish origin, you cannot stand against him—you will surely come to ruin!” (Esther 6:13). Before Haman could recover from his humiliation, the king’s eunuchs arrived at his home to hurry him away to Queen Esther’s banquet. Although it was an honor to be escorted in this way, Haman must have been very uneasy at what was to come.

Haman had planned and plotted against Mordecai, but if God did not want his child touched Haman could go only so far with these plans. So it is today with Satan, as he plans and plots against the Christian—we can be sure that God is in control, has a plan for our lives, and is much more powerful than Satan. “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them [the enemies of God], because the one who is in you [the Holy Spirit] is greater than the one who is in the world [Satan]” (1 John 4:4).

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

Use only the Bible for your answers.

Write down your answers and the verses you used.

Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Esther 5-6.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the Commentary on Esther 5-6, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down and post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Esther 7, concentrating on verses 1-6.

1.
At the second private banquet, the king once again asks Esther what is her petition and offers to grant it “up to half the kingdom.” What request does Esther reveal? (Esther 7:3-4a)

2.
How did Esther say the severity of the edict against the Jews justify disturbing the king with this problem? (Esther 7:4b)

3.
What second question did the king ask Esther and how did she dare to answer it? (Esther 7:5-6a)

4.
Haman’s sins of hatred and vengeance had been revealed. How did he feel according to Esther 7:6b?

5.
Notice that Esther disclosed her own race to the king, identifying herself with her people, the Jews. What does God want from all believers according to the following verses?

Matthew 10:32-33

2 Timothy 1:7-8

6.
Personal: Have you ever been afraid or embarrassed to reveal that you are a Christian? While some people may be amused or scornful at your admission, you may be surprised that others will respect it and be interested in learning about your faith. In any case, what matters is what God wants you to do! If this is a problem for you, why not pray about it now?

Third Day: Review Esther 7, concentrating on verses 7-10.

1.
What was the king’s immediate reaction to Esther’s announcement? (Esther 7:7a)

2.
What did Haman do? (Esther 7:7b)

3.
Perhaps Haman decided to appeal to Esther for mercy, rather than follow the king outside to beg for mercy, because he knew that the king’s rage, once aroused, was blind and ungovernable.
 What did the king see when he returned from the garden? (Esther 7:8a)

4.
When the king came in, how did he interpret Haman’s actions? For such a serious accusation, how did the servants treat Haman? (Esther 7:8b)

5.
a.
What helpful information did one of the king’s attendants report to the king? (Esther 7:9a)

b.
What did the king order after he heard this? (Esther 7:9b-10)

6.
a.
Haman was hung on a gallows and died as a result of his own sins. It was very clear that he was an evil man, whose guilt deserved death. But what does the Bible say about every other person on this earth?


Ecclesiastes 7:20


Romans 2:5-6


1 John 1:8

b.
Personal: None of us likes to think that we are evil or wicked. But God’s definition of “wicked” is anyone who has not repented of his or her sin and turned to Him by faith in Jesus Christ. Have you done this? Read 1 John 1:9.

Fourth Day: Read Esther 8, concentrating on verses 1-6.

1.
What did the king give to Queen Esther? (Esther 8:1a)

2.
What did Esther reveal to King Xerxes? See Esther 2:7,10 with Esther 8:1b.

3.
What honors did the king and Esther give to her cousin, Mordecai? (Esther 8:2)

4.
Haman had been personally defeated, but what did Esther now approach the king about? (Esther 8:3-6)

5.
Haman hated all Jews and chose to persecute them because they belonged to that particular group of people. God speaks to us in the Bible concerning the persecution of Christians by unbelievers. What do the following verses say about this kind of persecution?

1 Peter 3:13-17

1 Peter 4:12-14

2 Timothy 3:12-13

6.
Personal: Have you experienced persecution as a believer? Are you aware of the many Christians around the world today who are not allowed to worship freely and suffer for continuing to follow Christ? Just as Esther was anguished at the thought of the disaster hanging over her people, so we should be greatly concerned for our Christian brothers and sisters who are suffering. Pray for them, and also pray that God will prepare you for trials that you may face in the future.

Fifth Day: Review Esther 8, concentrating on verses 7-12.

1.
How did King Xerxes respond to Esther’s plea? (Esther 8:7-8)

2.
What arrangements did Mordecai make to quickly get the new decree out to the entire empire? (Esther 8:9-10)

3.
How did the new decree solve the problem that Haman’s decree could not be revoked? When was the action of the new decree to take place? (Esther 8:11-12)

4.
Compare the new edict to the previous one sent by Haman in Esther 3:13. Both edicts now stood as law.

5.
Personal: Because Esther dared to ask the king for something that would violate the king’s previous law, he responded with a new law that delivered the Jewish people from the slaughter Haman had planned and negotiated for. Esther pleaded with the king when it seemed hopeless! What about you? Are you guilty of feeling that certain social ills are impossible to change and correct? Do you just throw up your hands and say, “It’s impossible to change this. Isn’t it a sad situation?” Think of your society today. Is there some problem that has concerned you? Do you believe that God could use you to bring about a solution? Be specific!

Sixth Day: Review Esther 8, concentrating on verses 13-17.

1.
How was the edict distributed? (Esther 8:13-14)

2.
What was Mordecai’s new appearance after the king honored him and authorized him to rescue his people? (Esther 8:15a) Compare this to his appearance in Esther 4:1-2.

3.
How did the city of Susa react to the edict? (Esther 8:15b) Remember that there were many nationalities represented in the city.

4.
a.
How did the Jewish people react to the edict? (Esther 8:16-17a)

b.
What was a surprising development among the people that were not Jews? (Esther 8:17b)

5.
Personal: Just as the Jews rejoiced in their deliverance, so we too can rejoice that we are delivered from spiritual death through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Read Psalm 30. How do David’s words express this joy? Have you received God’s gift of forgiveness and eternal life?

6.
What verse did you choose to memorize this week? Share it with your group if you wish.

Esther Lesson 6
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Esther 7:1-4—Esther Presents Her Request

Chapter seven opens with the king and Haman again dining with Queen Esther. The king’s curiosity must have been at fever pitch by now. His lovely queen, whom he hadn’t seen for 30 days, had risked her life the previous day to approach him in the throne room. Yet, when asked what her concern was, she merely invited him and Haman to a private banquet that day—an invitation she could have sent with a servant. And at that banquet, she again put off the king’s question about her request, merely inviting him and Haman to another private banquet the next day. What a way to build up suspense!

Now, at the second banquet Esther had prepared for the king and Haman, the king again requested that Esther share her petition with him. Again he offered to give her “even up to half the kingdom” if she desired it (Esther 7:2).

Imagine Esther’s hesitancy and fear as she states her request at long last: “If I have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases your majesty, grant me my life—this is my petition. And spare my people—this is my request. For I and my people have been sold for destruction and slaughter and annihilation. If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the king” (Esther 7:3-4). This must have been a tremendous moment for Esther as she now gave herself in total commitment to her people by making this request. Indeed she identified herself as a Jewess! This was a previously unknown fact, since Mordecai, her adoptive father, had instructed her to keep her nationality secret (see Esther 2:20).

Her courage reminds us of the courage of many Christians today who are persecuted for their faith in Jesus Christ, yet will not deny their faith in Him as their Savior and their Lord. They can say, along with the apostle Paul, “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed” (2 Corinthians 4:8-9). Christians living under communist or Islamic regimes are often forbidden to practice their faith, to meet together for worship, and especially to witness about Jesus Christ to non-believers. Do you pray regularly for these believers who are persecuted and even killed for the sake of the Lord Jesus? 

Esther 7:5-10—Haman’s Death Sentence

Esther had presented her petition, not for wealth or honor, not for the appointment of a friend to some high post, but for preservation from death for herself and her people. This request so startled the king that he immediately asked, “Who is he? Where is the man who has dared to do such a thing?” (Esther 7:5)

Esther, perhaps pointing her finger at Haman, responded dramatically, “The adversary and enemy is this vile Haman” (Esther 7:6)! This accusation absolutely terrified Haman. The queen was his prosecutor; the king was to be his judge; and his own conscience certainly must have been a witness against him. Picture him reclining upon a couch at one moment—as the prime minister of the empire, having full confidence in his influence over the king—and suddenly having the props utterly knocked from beneath him. The tyrant had been unmasked before the king.

The king rose from the table in great anger and went into the palace garden, perhaps to vent his rage and to consider what was to be done. He must have thought of what a fool he had been, to have been talked into issuing an edict which would doom not only his queen, but also an entire race of innocent people, to destruction.

This can be a warning to a Christian today to never make a decision without first taking it to the Lord Jesus Christ and presenting it before Him, seeking His wisdom and direction. If you make a practice of doing this, you will not have to be rushing out into your “palace garden” to ponder the results of a wrong decision which may hurt not only you but also many other people. The apostle Paul urges us to, “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil. May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:17-23).

When the king re-entered the room he was even more furious with Haman as he saw him “falling on the couch where Esther was reclining” (Esther 7:8), begging for his life at Esther’s feet. Self-willed, arrogant Haman had turned into a frightened coward. This man was so distraught that he threw himself at the queen’s couch without regard for how his actions would appear.

Haman, who had mercilessly given the Jews no chance for a hearing, was now confronted by the same kind of justice. The king, in a rage, didn’t take time for a hearing. He needed to hear no more. Here before him was the man who had plotted to take the life of Mordecai—the one whom the king had honored for saving his life—and who now appeared to be molesting the queen. The case against Haman was very clear. There needed to be no judge or jury. The king’s accusation was so serious that his servants treated Haman as a condemned man, covering his face.

Harbona, one of the eunuchs attending the king, suggested, “A gallows seventy-five feet high stands by Haman’s house. He had it made for Mordecai, who spoke up to help the king” (Esther 7:9). Not only was he suggesting a means to immediately execute the condemned man, but Harbona also confirmed the justice of the death sentence, since Haman had plotted against Mordecai. So the king ordered Haman hung on the gallows which he had prepared for Mordecai. Speedy judgment had come to Haman for his evil plot.

Esther 8:1-14—Delivery from Death

After Haman’s death, the king gave Esther Haman’s estate—all of his property and wealth—and she in turn gave it to Mordecai. Perhaps the king viewed Haman’s action as treason, and in such instances it was traditional that the criminal’s possessions were given to the state. The king also gave Haman’s former position to Mordecai, making Mordecai his new prime minister. As a sign that Mordecai had been given this office, the king removed his signet ring, which he had reclaimed from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. What a joy for Esther to now be able to share with the king her relationship with Mordecai, who had adopted her as a child and been both a father and a mother to her through all of these years.

There is no hint that Esther or Mordecai gloried in the death of Haman, even though he was a wicked man who had plotted the death of their people. It was not the man himself, but what he had planned against their people that made him their enemy. This was no personal feud such as Haman had planned against Mordecai. In fact, Esther had asked nothing of worldly goods for herself. It was the king, himself, who had initiated giving her Haman’s estate.

Judgment had been pronounced upon Haman and he had been hung upon the gallows that he had built to hang Mordecai on. However, the decree still stood that had been issued before his death—annihilation of all of the Jews living in King Xerxes’ 127 provinces, all the way from India to Ethiopia. This decree was impossible to revoke—even the king could not change it, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians.

As the new prime minister, Mordecai had full right to issue a counter decree in the king’s name which would be just as irreversible as the one issued by Haman. Esther, in tears and kneeling at the king’s feet, pled with him to allow Mordecai to do this. As the king had graciously done when she had first sought an audience with him, he used the royal gesture of extending his golden scepter, a symbol of his authority, toward her to indicate that she had found favor in his sight. Esther made her plea for her people, finishing with a cry from her heart, “For how can I bear to see disaster fall on my people? How can I bear to see the destruction of my family?” (Esther 8:6).

Do you have a great concern for the people around you just as Esther had for her people? Make a list of those whom the Lord puts on your heart. Remember the words of God found in John 3:17-18, “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.” Pray for those whom you have put on your list. Bring them before God’s throne daily in love, asking that they may come to know God’s only Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

The official dispatches transmitting the new decree allowing the Jews to defend themselves from attack were now prepared in the same way as those that Haman had sent out. The date was June 25, 474 b.c.. a little over two months after the first decree was issued. This new law allowed more than eight months for the Jewish people to prepare their defenses against any who might attempt to kill them even after reading the new decree. Scribes and translators were summoned to accomplish this colossal task, for there were 127 provinces with many languages represented. The decree was in the name of the king and sealed with his ring, and when finished the letters were sent immediately by couriers on fast horses used in the king’s service.

Esther 8:15-17—Joy and Gladness

The whole city rejoiced and shouted as Mordecai came out from the presence of the king, dressed in royal garments of blue and white, with a great golden crown upon his head, and a purple robe of fine linen. The Jews experienced “happiness and joy, gladness and honor” (Esther 8:16).

Picture the scene in any one of the towns throughout the empire, where the Jews were dressed in sackcloth and ashes and were without hope because of their impending death sentence due to Haman’s edict. Suddenly a rider appears on the horizon and approaches the town square. Here he nails a notice, quickly mounts his horse and is off to the next village. Everyone crowds around to see what is there! They are amazed! The king is now on the side of the people previously marked for death, and he urges them to band together and protect themselves. The Jewish people who read the new message cannot believe their eyes! It’s too wonderful to be true. Now they are to be spared!

The Bible says that in every province and city as the king’s edict arrived, this same gladness and joy pervaded the Jewish community. They all held feasts and celebrated. Many of the people of other nationalities converted to Judaism “because fear of the Jews had seized them” (Esther 8:17)!

Truly, Esther, Mordecai and all of the Jews in Persia could say with David, “Praise be to the Lord, for he has heard my cry for mercy. The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and I am helped. My heart leaps for joy and I will give thanks to him in song” (Psalm 28:6-7).

God Cares for His Own

Like the Jews in Esther’s day, many Christian believers experience persecution today. But the Bible says we are not to be surprised when persecution comes our way, nor think it strange or unusual! In fact, we are to rejoice because we are being allowed to participate in Christ’s sufferings (see 1 Peter 4:12-14). Do you trust the Lord Jesus Christ in your difficult times? Are you counting upon His help to see you through?

Proverbs 10:28-30 gives us the long-term view: “The prospect of the righteous is joy, but the hopes of the wicked come to nothing. The way of the Lord is a refuge for the righteous, but it is the ruin of those who do evil. The righteous will never be uprooted, but the wicked will not remain in the land.” God is in control of history, and His plan will be accomplished.

The Lord Jesus Christ has promised that He will return to this earth, and the prophet Isaiah describes the result of His final judgment on mankind in Isaiah 65:13-14, “Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘My servants [believers] will eat, but you [unbelievers] will go hungry; my servants will drink, but you will go thirsty; my servants will rejoice, but you will be put to shame. My servants will sing out of the joy of their hearts, but you will cry out from anguish of heart and wail in brokenness of spirit.”

You may have a question mark in your mind as to whether you have ever committed your life to the Lord Jesus Christ. Many people today say, “I am a Christian. I am on my way to heaven. I belong to Christ.” But if they do not do what Christ tells them to do, they are not telling the truth. The apostle John wrote, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 1:8—2:2). Will you choose to allow Jesus Christ to cleanse you from your sin, and to use you in a new and exciting way, just as Esther and Mordecai allowed God to use them in their day?

Study Questions
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Before you begin your study this week:

Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

Use only the Bible for your answers.

Write down your answers and the verses you used.

Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Esther 7-8.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the Commentary on Esther 7-8, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down and post it in a prominent place. Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Esther 9, concentrating on verses 1-10.
1.
a.
What was the situation on the day the two edicts were to be carried out? (Esther 9:1)

b.
Whom did the Jews plan to attack? (Esther 9:2a)

2.
a.
What was the attitude and response of all the non-Jewish people and all the government officials towards the Jews on that day? (Esther 9:2b-3)

b.
Challenge: What reason is given in the following Scriptures for this reaction from the people?


Genesis 35:5


Exodus 23:27


Joshua 2:9


2 Chronicles 17:10

3.
What was the end result of the two opposing decrees on that day? (Esther 9:5-10)

4.
Challenge: Note that the Jews only attacked those who were actively seeking their destruction (see Esther 9:2a). Read Exodus 20:5b-6. How does this passage explain the fate of the enemies of the Jews—including Haman and his sons—compared to the fate of the Jews in Persia?

5.
a.
Compare Esther 8:11 with Esther 9:10b. What did the Jews refrain from doing, even though the king gave them permission to do it?

b.
The Jews were not the aggressors, but were defending themselves from their enemies. They were not fighting for material gain, but only for their survival. Although we may never have to physically defend ourselves against enemies, we may at some time find that we could take advantage of a situation for material gain. What do you learn about this in the following verses?


Psalm 119:36-37


Luke 12:15


Hebrews 13:5

6.
Personal: Do you ever struggle with greed, or envy for what other people have? How do the verses in question 5b help you? Why not pray about this now?

Third Day: Review Esther 9, concentrating on verses 11-16.

1.
When the king heard the report of what had happened in Susa on the day of the edicts, what did he ask Queen Esther? (Esther 9:12)

2.
What did Esther request? Did the king grant her request? (Esther 9:13-14)

3.
The enemies of the Jews that were killed in Susa on the first day of the edict were killed in the citadel of Susa, which refers to the palace or fortress—the royal part of the capital, not the whole capital city. Esther may have received information that there were still many of their enemies active in the rest of the city. What was the result of the second day’s fighting? (Esther 9:15)

4.
What was the result of the fighting throughout all the provinces of the empire? (Esther 9:16)

5.
Challenge: Throughout the Old Testament we find that God often chose to protect His people and bring deliverance by the sword. As Christians, however, we have the privilege of obeying the words that were spoken by our Lord Jesus Christ. Read Matthew 5:38-46. What new way of relating to our enemies did Jesus introduce?

6.
Personal: Are there people that you feel are your enemies or that you have trouble loving? How do Jesus’ words challenge you to change the way you relate to them?

Fourth Day: Review Esther 9, concentrating on verses 17-22.

1.
Esther 9:17 continues to speak of the Jews who lived in the king’s provinces outside of the capital of Susa. What did they do after the day of the edicts? (Esther 9:17,19)

2.
When did the Jews in Susa do the same thing? (Esther 9:18)

3.
What did Mordecai do so that these events would always be remembered? (Esther 9:20-22)

4.
God promised many times to give His people, Israel, “relief from their enemies” (Esther 9:22). What other instances of this do you find in the following Scriptures?

Deuteronomy 25:19

1 Chronicles 22:9-10

5.
God also promises to finally and permanently deliver all of His people from their enemies when Jesus Christ returns in glory. What do the following passages say about this?

Isaiah 32:16-18

2 Thessalonians 1:6-7

6.
Personal: Do you feel the need of relief from the attacks of Satan, the enemy of all believers? We can take comfort knowing that Jesus Christ will someday return and “put all his enemies under his feet” (1 Corinthians 15:25). But we do not have to wait for that future time to know the victorious presence of Christ in our lives. Write down Romans 8:37-39, inserting your name to help you realize this wonderful truth applies to you.

Fifth Day: Review Esther 9, concentrating on verses 23-28.

1.
What did the Jews agree to do? (Esther 9:23)

2.
How does the author of the book of Esther summarize the events that took place? (Esther 9:24-25)

3.
What were these days of remembrance called? (Esther 9:26a)

4.
How often, for how many years and by whom was this celebration to be carried on? (Esther 9:26b-28)

5.
Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. What celebration of remembrance do we observe as Christians?

6.
Personal: When you observe this celebration, do you take time to remember why you are observing it? Or do you treat it as a repetitive ritual, forgetting to focus on the true meaning of the event?

Sixth Day: Review Esther 9:29-32 and read Esther 10.

1.
What did Esther do to confirm the first letter that Mordecai had sent to all the Jews? (Esther 9:29-32)

2.
Challenge: Note that Esther 9:31b refers to establishing times of fasting and lamentation. Jews traditionally observe the 13th of Adar as a fast (the “fast of Esther”) before the celebration of Purim on the 14th and 15th.
 Why do you think it is appropriate and helpful to observe the fast before the celebration and feast?

3.
What does the author observe about King Xerxes that confirms his prosperity under Prime Minister Mordecai? (Esther 10:1-2)

4.
What kind of leader did Mordecai become, and what words are used to describe him? (Esther 10:3)

5.
Personal: Just as God placed Mordecai in the position he held, God has also placed you where you are today. Would you like to have the same thing said of you in regard to your service to God and to those around you as was said of Mordecai? Read Colossians 3:23-24.

6.
What verse did you choose to memorize this week? Share it with your group if you wish.

Esther Lesson 7
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Esther 9:1-10—The Victory of the Jews

The Jewish people prepared themselves not for vengeance but for self-defense. “The Jews assembled in their cities in all the provinces of King Xerxes to attack those seeking their destruction” (Esther 9:2). These people were not the aggressors—they were defending themselves against those who had prepared to annihilate them.

We know that there was no indiscriminate slaughter of masses, but many died on this day of reckoning. The Jews killed about seventy-five thousand people. However, it is only fair to point out that this is from a population of seventy-three million people and also to realize that this was the appointed day for the massacre of three million Jews.

It was on March 7, 473 b.c.
 that the fateful day arrived. The Jews were given permission to gather within their various cities to attack those seeking their destruction. The Bible says that all the various rulers of the provinces helped the Jews because “because fear of Mordecai had seized them” (Esther 9:3). Jews were now in favor at court, and Mordecai had gained considerable power within the kingdom, so naturally the officials supported them. Here again is evidence of the hand of God, though His name is not mentioned. 

This was not a new occurrence—God had brought fear of the Jews upon many other nations throughout history. We first read of this in Genesis 35:5, where Jacob and his household received safe passage away from Shechem when they had feared pursuit and hostility, because “the terror of God fell upon the towns all around them.” Next, God promised Moses many times that the people of Israel would travel safely from Egypt to Canaan, and that He would drive out their enemies before them, because He would “send [His] terror ahead of [them]” (Exodus 23:27). Joshua, Moses’ successor, saw this promise fulfilled as he led the Israelites into Canaan (see Joshua 2:9; 5:1). Much later, we read in 2 Chronicles 17:6 of King Jehoshaphat of Judah, whose “heart was devoted to the ways of the Lord.” Because of this, verse 10 continues, “The fear of the Lord fell on all the kingdoms of the lands surrounding Judah, so that they did not make war with Jehoshaphat.”

There were many Persian citizens who had taken full advantage of the first decree instituted by Haman to attack their hated Jewish neighbors. But now, deprived of their government support and faced by newly encouraged Jewish people, they were totally defeated. In Susa itself, five hundred Persians plus Haman’s sons were slain on the day of the edict, and another three hundred were put to death the following day when the king gave permission for an additional day of retribution.

It is especially noteworthy to realize that the Jewish people took no advantage of their rightful privilege to take the plunder of those whom they had killed. They took no household goods, money, or any other rightful privilege that the king’s edict allowed (see Esther 8:11), in order that the purity of their motive might be made evident to all—they had fought solely to preserve their lives.

Esther 9:11-16—One More Day of Retribution

When the king heard the report of what had happened in Susa on the day of the edict, he reported to Queen Esther that five hundred men had been slain plus the ten sons of Haman in the citadel of Susa, and asked her if she had any additional request. The enemies of the Jews that had already been killed in Susa were killed in the citadel of Susa, which refers to the palace or fortress—the royal part of the capital, not the whole capital city. Esther may have received information that there were still many of their enemies active in the rest of the city. Esther asked the king to allow the Jews of Susa one more day to carry out the edict to protect themselves against those who sought to kill them. The king granted her request. Therefore on the next day, in the city of Susa only, the Jews again fought their enemies.

Esther also requested that Haman’s sons be hanged on the gallows. These ten men had already been killed in the fighting, so her request was to display the corpses for everyone to see. Perhaps she was seeking to make a deep impression upon all of the people of Persia, as a warning and a deterrent to any remaining enemies of the Jews.

Love Requires Obedience

Note how the survival of the Jewish race and their joy depended on Esther’s and Mordecai’s faithfulness in writing a letter! God uses His people to write letters, make telephone calls or make personal visits today to get out the message of His love and concern for all people. How about you? How responsive are you when God nudges you to get in touch with someone?

As we consider the royal secretaries who wrote the letters in many different languages to all the provinces of Persia, we are reminded of the Bible translators of our day who perform a similar service. Today we have many dedicated people among the different tribes far back in the jungles of our world, translating the Bible and teaching people to read, in order that they may hear of God’s love for them in sending His only Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to be their Savior and Lord.

Do you believe that God might call you to be of some similar service? Perhaps He may call you to be a letter writer, a communicator in some way, or even a missionary to go to some far off place to translate the Bible for people who have never heard the good news about the Lord Jesus Christ. Perhaps you are called to provide financial support to those who are laboring on the mission field. Are you willing to pray and ask God what He would have you do with your life in His service?

Love is commanded over and over again in the New Testament. It needs to be expressed deliberately and consciously by every Christian. The proof of love is not in words, but in deeds. Even Christ’s love had to pass this test. In John 14:31 Christ said, “But the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me.” He also said, “If you love me, you will obey what I command” (John 14:15). Our obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ will show that we love Him. As you read through the pages of the Bible, stop at every command and ask yourself, “Is this true of me or isn’t it?” It is not just looking inside to see if you have a nice, warm feeling that tells you if you love the Lord. No, it must be a calm, deliberate checking of yourself against God’s commands to see if you are willing to obey them. And when you do, your heart is flooded with joy and peace and a sense of God’s presence.

Many years ago Cameron Townsend, founder of Wycliffe Bible Translators, told of how God called him to go to the USSR. He argued with God for two days saying, “Lord, I’m seventy years old. I’m not the one to go. Latin America is my place; that’s where I feel at home.” He argued and argued with the Lord—and found that he was the most miserable Christian he had ever known for those two days. It was absolute agony. He had never known such torture, such agony of spirit, such loss of joy, such confusion of mind, until he finally said, “I will.” At that moment the Lord flooded his heart with joy and blessing and peace. His obedience brought the feeling of a right relationship with God.

This kind of love is expected of us. It is an initiating kind of love, not just a responding kind. Whether or not this love will bring you any benefit doesn’t matter. This kind of love that God wants to channel through your life is the kind of love that can cause you to care for even an enemy and take the lead to love without any cause. The Holy Spirit can produce this kind of love in you (see Galatians 5:22-23). God wants us to be obedient and act for the benefit of others, regardless of how they act toward us! We are not to try to do it ourselves. Our attitude should be one of knowing that “it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose” (Philippians 2:13). Will you show your love for God this week by deliberately setting yourself to be obedient to work for His glory as He guides you?

Esther 9:17—10:3 — The Feast of Purim

After the marvelous deliverance of the Jews of Persia through God’s plan, Mordecai instituted a celebration of remembrance called the Feast of Purim. He wrote out the details of the observance and sent letters to all the Jews throughout the provinces of King Xerxes. The people were to set aside the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar and celebrate them as the days when the Jews rested from their enemies, a time when their sorrow was turned to joy and their mourning into celebration. It was to be a day of feasting, of giving presents of food to one another and gifts to the poor. Each generation was to be responsible to tell the story to the one following.

This has been marvelously carried out down to our own time some 2500 years later. Orthodox Jews around the world continue to keep the Feast of Purim. The Purim holiday is preceded by a minor fast, the Fast of Esther, which commemorates Esther’s three days of fasting in preparation for her meeting with the king. The first evening of the Feast of Purim is commemorated in the synagogue. It is a celebration of gladness and is concluded by the reading of the book of Esther, which is the primary commandment related to Purim. It is customary to boo, hiss, stamp feet and rattle noisemakers whenever the name of Haman is mentioned in the service. The purpose of this custom is to “blot out the name of Haman.” The following day they again come together for a joyful service. Celebration of subsequent deliverances of the Jews, such as that from the German-Nazi atrocities, is also included in this feast.

Jews are commanded to eat, drink and be merry during the Feast of Purim. In addition, they are commanded to send out gifts of food or drink, and to make gifts to charity. It is customary to hold carnival-like celebrations on Purim, to perform plays and parodies, and to hold beauty contests. Americans sometimes refer to Purim as the Jewish Mardi Gras. Purim is not subject to the sabbath-like restrictions on work that some other Jewish holidays are; however, many Jews feel that they should not go about their ordinary business on Purim out of respect for the holiday.

What Does This Book Teach Me?

As we think of the Jews marking the day of their deliverance and celebrating God’s goodness to them down to our present generation, it should be a reminder of the sovereignty of God. God is on the throne as He was in Esther’s day. All nations, people and lands are under His control. He controls the whole universe that He created and all of the forces of nature.

Throughout history God delivered His people, Israel, from their enemies. He preserved them because it was His plan to send through the Jewish race a Savior for all humanity, Jesus Christ. Through Jesus’ death on the cross and His resurrection, all people may be delivered from sin and death. Just as the Jews celebrate Purim to remember their deliverance from Haman’s evil plot in Esther’s day, all believers now celebrate the Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, to remember what Jesus Christ did for us.

Another lesson from the book of Esther is that God often takes many years to prepare His servants for a period of service. God had watched over Esther through the loss of her family, her adoption by Mordecai, her selection to join the king’s harem, and finally, her ascension to the throne of Persia. If you feel right now that you are not in a place where God is using you, remember that He may be preparing you for some vital service at a later time. It is not up to us to choose our path nor to estimate our usefulness to God in any situation. Remember that God never wastes anything, and certainly not the lives of His children. We never know when our greatest hour of service will be.

We have also learned from the book of Esther about God’s wonderful timing. God has no limitation and is always able to rescue us just in time. This was powerfully demonstrated when Haman chose the day for the Jews to be slain, and then God chose that same day for them to be saved. Isn’t it a comfort to know that God is not only the Master Designer of this world, but also the Master of its detail? God, who directed the life of Esther and Mordecai, is the God who wants to direct your life, too. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ loves us with an everlasting love and is waiting for us to come to Him in faith and obedience each day. Joyfully give all that you have to serve Him until you meet Him face to face one day.

Esther chapter 10 tells us that King Xerxes continued to reign in power and wealth during the time that Mordecai served him as prime minister. Again we see the marvelous providence of God as He elevated a despised Jew to a position of honor in such an empire. Just as God took notice of Mordecai and used him, God is aware of what we are doing and how we are doing it for Him. Hebrews 6:10 says, “God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.” Each of us has opportunities to be used by God. Have you been asked to be a Sunday school teacher or to sing in the choir? Has God asked you to show concern for a neighbor or business associate? There are times when God asks you to put the welfare of other people before your own personal comfort and pleasure. Mordecai served his generation. Are you willing by the power of the Holy Spirit to serve your generation? 

This is the end of the study on Esther. There are no questions for Lesson 7.

Return to Table of Contents
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�. Challenge questions are optional for those who want to dig deeper or write their personal opinion. The Personal questions are between the individual doing the study and God. Those answers may be shared in class only if the individual would like to.
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