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For over 50 years Joy of Living has been effectively establishing individuals around the world in the sound, basic study of God’s Word.

Evangelical and interdenominational, Joy of Living reaches across denominational and cultural barriers, enriching lives through the simple, pure truths of God’s inspired Word, the Bible.

Studies are flexible, suited for both formal and informal meetings, as well as for personal study. Each lesson contains historical background, commentary, and a week’s worth of personal application questions, leading readers to discover fresh insights into God’s Word. Courses covering many books in both the Old and New Testaments are available. Selected courses are also available in several foreign languages. Contact the Joy of Living office for details.

Joy of Living Bible Studies was founded by Doris W. Greig in 1971 and has grown to include classes in nearly every state in the Union and many foreign countries.
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This unique Bible study series may be used by people who know nothing about the Bible, as well as by more knowledgeable Christians. Each person is nurtured and discipled in God’s Word, and many develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as they study.

Joy of Living is based on the idea that each person needs to open the Bible and let God speak to them by His Holy Spirit, applying the Scripture’s message to their needs and opportunities, their family, church, job, community, and the world at large.

Only a Bible is needed for this study series. While commentaries may be helpful, it is not recommended that people consult them as they work through the daily study questions. It is most important to allow the Holy Spirit to lead them through the Bible passage and apply it to their hearts and lives. If desired, additional commentaries may be consulted after answering the questions on a particular passage.

The first lesson of a series includes an introduction to the study, plus the first week’s daily study questions. Some questions are simple, and some are deeper for those who are more advanced.
 The individual works through the Bible passages each day, praying and asking God’s guidance in applying the truth to their own life. (The next lesson will contain the commentary on the Bible passage being covered in the study questions.)

To Use in a Group Setting: 

After the daily personal study of the passage has been completed, the class gathers in a small group, where they pray together and discuss what they have written in response to the questions about the passage, clarifying problem areas and getting more insight into the passage. The small group/discussion leader helps the group focus on biblical truth, and not just on personal problems. The student is the only person who sees their own answers and shares only what they feel comfortable sharing.

After small groups meet for discussion and prayer, they often gather in a large group meeting where a teacher gives a brief lecture covering the essential teaching of the Bible passage that was studied during the prior week and discussed in the small groups. The teacher may clarify the passage and challenge class members to live a more committed daily life.

At home, the student begins the next lesson, which contains commentary notes on the prior week’s passage and questions on a new Scripture passage.
Do You KNOW You Have Eternal Life?

Your condition…

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

But your iniquities (sins) have separated you from your God. (Isaiah 59:2)

For the wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23)

There is help…

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. (1 Peter 3:18)

The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

What do I do?…

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out. (Acts 3:19)

Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved. (Acts 16:31)

You CAN know…

He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:12-13)

If you would like to make the decision today to repent and trust Christ as your Savior, either for the first time or as a re-commitment of your life, you may want to pray a prayer similar to this one:

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner. Please forgive my sins. Thank You for dying on the cross for me, and for coming alive again. I accept Your gifts of forgiveness and eternal life. I place my life in Your hands. I want to be Yours forever. Thank you for loving me so much. In Your Name I pray, Amen
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Introduction to Daniel

This Joy of Living study will cover only the first half of the book of Daniel—the historical portion found in chapters 1-6. The second half of the book is prophetic, and presents four important visions God gave to Daniel. Because they foretell events involving the empires during and following Daniel’s own day, all four visions concern some of the “last day events” before Christ returns for the second time. Although we will not be covering them in this study, we urge you to read carefully the last six chapters of Daniel and let God guide you and bless you through this reading.

Daniel was a man strategically used by God in Israel’s history. Henrietta Mears wrote, “Daniel was the companion of kings. He was a leader of men. He was a pioneer in reform. Daniel was, like Joseph, God’s candle shining in pagan darkness. He was chief statesman in the first empire of the world, chief advisor of a great monarch, and a great protector of his own people.”

God’s Call and Promise
Genesis 11-35
Although the story related in the book of Daniel took place in the late seventh and the sixth century b.c., it actually began over a thousand years earlier with one man in the city of Ur of the Chaldees. The descendants of Noah had spread out, multiplied and populated the earth and they had again abandoned the God who created them.

Yet God had not abandoned mankind. He called one man, Abram, and told him that if he would leave his country and go to a land God would show him, He would make of Abram a great nation, give him that land and through him all the world would be blessed. (It would be through his descendants that the Savior of the world would come.) In faith Abram (later called Abraham) obeyed God. Abraham had a son, Isaac, to whom the promise was given and he in turn had a son, Jacob, to whom the promise was given.

From a Family to a Nation
Genesis 46—Exodus 18
Jacob, whose name God changed to Israel, had 12 sons. When Jacob was an old man he, his sons and their families (70 people in all) went into Egypt to escape starvation during a great famine. One of the sons, Joseph, was already there and in great power. He was second only to the Pharaoh and because of this the family was well cared for.

However generations passed and the descendants of Israel grew in numbers. A new pharaoh arose and was fearful of this great number of foreigners living within the borders of his land. To protect himself and his country, he placed the Israelites in bondage where they remained for nearly 400 years.

As always God was faithful, and in His time He raised up a man named Moses to lead His people. With great and mighty miracles God delivered the Israelites from the Egyptians and led them to the land He had promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

A Covenant Made and Broken
Exodus 19 — 1 Samuel 7
God made a covenant with the Israelites prior to their entering the Promised Land, the general area of the nation of Israel today. At Mount Sinai they agreed to serve the Lord and obey His commands. He gave them His Law and promised to bless them as long as they served Him. But even as God gave them His glorious Law, they were rebelling against Him and worshipping other gods. And so began the cycle of God’s blessing, Israel’s rebellion, God’s disciplining, their repentance, God’s deliverance and blessing again.

The Israelites were told to drive the heathen nations from the land. They were to make no covenants with them, but they disobeyed and were led into idolatry by them.

The Kingdom
1 Samuel 8 — 2 Chronicles 36
The people of Israel had the perfect government with the Lord Himself as King, and the Law of the Lord as the law of the land, yet they weren’t satisfied. They wanted to be like the nations round about them. They wanted a man as their king. God granted their desire.

Saul, their first king, didn’t fully obey the Lord so God gave the kingdom to David, a shepherd who loved the Lord. Although David made many mistakes, God said, “I have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart” (Acts 13:22). God promised David that one of his descendants would have a kingdom without end. He was referring to Jesus Christ, the coming Savior, who would pay the price for the sins of the world and redeem mankind.

David’s son Solomon inherited the kingdom from him, but because of Solomon’s sin the kingdom was divided in the days of Solomon’s son Rehoboam. The northern kingdom was known as Israel with Samaria as the capital. The southern kingdom was known as Judah with Jerusalem as the capital. As long as a godly king was on the throne the kingdoms tended to serve the Lord, but all too often there were ungodly kings and the people followed the practices of the heathen nations, which included burning their children as sacrifices to the demonic god, Molech.

In His love and compassion God sent prophets to warn them to turn from their wickedness, but with stiff necks and hard hearts they refused. So, after hundreds of years of rebellion and warnings the northern kingdom, Israel, was carried away into captivity (about 722 b.c.) by Assyria (see 2 Kings 17:6-18). As the people of Israel were taken away and settled in other lands, the king of Assyria brought people from other conquered nations and settled them in the land of Israel.

Except for brief periods of revival and despite seeing God’s judgment fall upon the northern kingdom, the southern kingdom, Judah, continued in a path toward judgment and destruction, until finally a little over a hundred years later Judah was conquered by the Babylonians in 605 b.c. (see  2 Chronicles 36:6). Daniel was among those taken to Babylon.

The Jewish captives were taken from Jerusalem to Babylon at three different times. The first invasion was in 605 b.c., when Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, brought King Jehoiakim to his knees and carried out hostages, among them Daniel and his three associates (see Daniel 1:1-6). Again in 597 b.c., on another expedition to Judah after certain rebellious acts of the Judean kings Jehoiakim and Jehoiachin, Nebuchadnezzar again made Jerusalem submit. This time he carried off ten thousand captives. Among them were King Jehoiachin and the young prophet Ezekiel (see Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2 Chronicles 36:9-10; 2 Kings 24:8-16). Daniel had already been in Babylon as a captive for eight years by this time. Finally in 587 b.c., after a long siege, Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple of Solomon (see 2 Kings 25). By this time Daniel had been a captive for nineteen years in Babylon.

Daniel’s Background and Service

Little is known of Daniel’s life prior to the time of his captivity. He was of either royal or noble descent since he was chosen as one of the young Israelite men to be educated in the Babylonian court (see Daniel 1:3). Daniel’s remarkable dedication to God suggests that his parents must have raised him to love and worship the Lord. He always resolved to live righteously before God.

The prophet Ezekiel, a contemporary of Daniel who was taken captive in the second invasion of Jerusalem in 597 b.c., discovered when he arrived in Babylon that Daniel had risen to a height of influence yet maintained his true faith in God. He was so impressed by Daniel that he named him, along with Noah and Job, as a great man of righteousness (see Ezekiel 14:14,20).

As Ezekiel recognized, Daniel was used to maintain the honor of the true God in pagan Babylon. Long before, in similar ways, God had used Joseph and later Moses in Egypt to bring honor to His name before the Pharaohs of their day.

The Israelite captives were not treated as cruelly in Babylon as we might expect. In fact there is evidence in historical writings that they lived in good farming areas and had their own homes. They enjoyed freedom of movement and continued their own religious institutions of elders, priests and prophets. They had adequate employment and even carried on correspondence with the people who remained in Israel. God used Daniel to influence kings as he served in a high position in the government, one similar to a prime minister today. 

Daniel also may have had much to do with the return of the captives to Judah in due time. He was still alive at that time and held the highest position of his career, serving under King Darius (see Daniel 6:1-3). It is remarkable that he should have held such a prominent place of influence in the government considering the fact that he was more than eighty years old! It was unmistakably God’s hand that brought this about. Daniel undoubtedly had a great influence on King Cyrus who issued the decree permitting the Jews to return to their land. (Cyrus was the chief ruler with Darius serving under him and both began their reigns the same year.)

The Book of Daniel

An interesting fact about the book of Daniel is that it is one of the three books in the Old Testament which has a section written in Aramaic. Daniel 2:4—7:28 is the longest Aramaic passage in the Old Testament. (The others are Ezra 4:8—6:18; 7:12-26; and Jeremiah 10:11.) The principle language of the Old Testament is Hebrew. The reason for the use of Aramaic in Daniel seems to be because of the terms and subject matter of the section where it is found. The material deals with matters concerning the Gentile world and therefore God communicated through Aramaic, the language of the Gentile world of that day. Some people refer to the Aramaic section as the “Gentile section” of Daniel and to the Hebrew language section as the “Jewish section” of the book of Daniel.

As a result of their exile, the Jewish people not only had religious changes but cultural changes in their lives. Because the Temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed and they no longer lived in Israel, they worshipped in synagogues rather than in the Temple. They adopted Aramaic, which was the language of commerce and really was very similar to Hebrew, as their second language. Many of the Jews were bilingual at this time.

As in several other books of prophecy, such as Jeremiah and Hosea, the author of the Book of Daniel is also the chief actor in the events recorded. Jesus referred to the prophecies of this book as “spoken of through the prophet Daniel” (Matthew 24:15). Our Lord’s testimony is not simply that the book was named after Daniel, but that he spoke its prophecies. The book itself clearly presents Daniel as the author of at least the last half of the book.

Modern critical scholarship denies the authorship of the book to its main character, Daniel. The main reason for their denial is that the book presents remarkably detailed history until the time of Antiochus Epiphanes (Syrian ruler 175-164 b.c.), and liberal thinkers believe that such information could only have been written after the events had occurred. However, conservative Bible students who accept the fact of supernatural predictive prophecy given by God do not have this problem.

It is this author’s opinion that Daniel wrote the entire book given the title of “Daniel.” The unity of the book of Daniel indicates that Daniel must have written the first half as well as the second. The two halves of the book are interdependent, as can be seen from the comparison of Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of chapter 2 with the revelations given directly through him in the visions of chapters 7 through 12. Also the terminology used in Daniel 2:28 and 4:2,7,10 is so similar to that of Daniel 7:1,2 and 15. Above all, both halves of the book combine in the purpose of showing the supreme God of heaven who rules over all nations and is above all their man-made gods.

Why Study Daniel 1-6?

What is the purpose of studying the first six chapters of the book of Daniel? As Henrietta Mears wrote, “This book reveals the power of God and His universal sovereignty. God’s power is contrasted with world power.” Mears goes on to list what we learn about characteristics of God in the first half of Daniel:

God the Keeper (Daniel 1)

In this chapter we will see “God’s power in keeping Daniel and his companions. They were given understanding and wisdom above all the wise men of Babylon.”

God the Revealer of Secrets (Daniel 2)

Next we see “God’s power in revealing the dream of Nebuchadnezzar to Daniel. None of the wise men of Babylon could do this.”

God the Deliverer (Daniel 3)

This chapter testifies to “God’s power in delivering Daniel’s three companions from the fiery furnace. These young men stood up alone, against a nation, with the calm assurance that God would deliver them, yet adding, [‘But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up’ (Daniel 3:18)]. This occurred after they had been in Babylon about twenty years, and God was demonstrating in this most dramatic way His power over all of the gods of this country.”

God the Potentate (Daniel 4)

Now we witness “God’s power in dealing with the mighty Babylonian monarch, Nebuchadnezzar. God struck him while the proud king was boasting of his power as he was strolling on the roof of his magnificent palace. He was driven from his kingdom to dwell among beasts—victim of a strange form of insanity.”

God the Judge (Daniel 5)

“God’s power is shown in the awful judgment revealed to Belshazzar, son of Nabonidus, by the handwriting on the wall. That night the king was slain by the Persian army and his city taken.”

God the All Powerful (Daniel 6)

Finally, we see “God’s power revealed in the deliverance of Daniel from the lion’s den. Remember, Daniel was an old man. When he was a young man of about twenty he was honored by the highest office in the whole empire. Now at ninety he was thrown into the den of lions. It seems that even the lions honored him.”

Today, perhaps more than in any other age, we need to be reminded of the power of God and His sovereignty. God’s power is greater than any world power. God is our keeper and deliverer. Today many feel that they are imprisoned in a fiery furnace, or a lion’s den. As we see that God gave Daniel and his companions great victory we will realize that God can do the same thing for us!

A Daily Appointment with God

Make a daily appointment with God. Find a quiet spot. Take your Bible, pencil or pen and your lesson with you. If you have a busy phone, you may have to remove it from the hook, turn off the ringer or hide the phone under a blanket to muffle the ringing! Remember how very important your appointment with God is and make time to be with Him daily. Ask yourself the following things:

1.
How much time will I spend with the Lord each day?

2.
What do I need to put aside in order to spend this time with the Lord? (Examples: sleep, television, casual telephone conversations, window shopping, etc. Each person will have to decide what his or her priorities are and what can be removed from the daily schedule to make time to spend with God.)

3.
What is the best time for my appointment with God? 

4.
Where is the quietest place for me to pray and study? 

5.
Do I really want to spend time with God? (If your last answer is “yes,” God will bless you as you work out the time. If your last answer is “no,” pray that God will give you a desire, a hunger to spend this time with Him. He will do this for you!)

Study Questions
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Before you begin each day:

Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

Use only the Bible for your answers.

Write down your answers and the verses you used.

Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Introduction to Daniel.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the Introduction to Daniel, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place.  Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Daniel 1, concentrating on verses 1-2.

1.
a.
Who besieged Jerusalem, and who was king of Judah at this time? (Daniel 1:1) [Note: the city of Jerusalem was the capital of the southern kingdom of Israel, called Judah, and the city of Babylon was the capital of the kingdom of Babylonia.]

b.
What do you learn about this king of Judah in 2 Chronicles 36:5?

2.
According to Daniel 1:2, why was Jehoiakim defeated?

3.
a.
Read Leviticus 26:1-2. What did God require of his people, Israel?

b.
Read Exodus 24:3. Did the people agree to follow God’s commands?

c.
Read Leviticus 26:27-33. What would happen if Israel did not do as they had promised?

4.
Read 2 Chronicles 36:14-17. What events led up to God’s judgment against the southern kingdom of Israel, carried out by the Babylonians?

5.
Notice how 2 Chronicles says God sent word to His people again and again, and had pity on them. His desire was for them to repent and return to Him, so He would not have to send judgment upon them. God is the same today towards each one of us. What does 2 Peter 3:9 say about this?

6.
Personal: Have you repented of your sin and turned to God for forgiveness? This is not just something we do once to be saved, but is a daily privilege for every believer. What promise do you find in 1 John 1:9?

Third Day: Review Daniel 1, concentrating on verses 3-7.

1.
What command did the king of Babylon issue to the chief of his court officials? (Daniel 1:3-4)

2.
With what did the king of Babylon plan to nourish these outstanding young men from Judah, and for how long would they be fed this?

3.
Among the fine young men taken from Israel to Babylon, what were the Hebrew names of four of them that came from the tribe (the descendants) of Judah? (Daniel 1:6)

4.
What new Babylonian name was given to each young man? (Daniel 1:7) 

5.
The meaning of each Hebrew name referred to a characteristic of the God of Israel, while each Babylonian name referred to one of the Babylonian gods.
 This action suggests that King Nebuchadnezzar was seeking to destroy every connection of those young men with their people, land and faith in the one true God. They were to be totally immersed in the Babylonian culture and religion. What guidelines do you find in the following Scriptures that will help a person stay true to God in spite of a surrounding secular culture?

Psalm 119:10-11

Philippians 4:8-9

1 Timothy 6:9-11

6.
Personal: Just as in Daniel’s situation, Satan also uses the culture we each live in today to try and weaken our connection to God and His people. In what ways do you find yourself pulled away from the Lord? How do the guidelines in the above verses help you with this?

Fourth Day: Review Daniel 1, concentrating on verses 8-14.

1.
How did Daniel regard the idea of consuming food and wine from the king’s table? (Daniel 1:8a)?

2.
Israelites considered food and wine from Nebuchadnezzar’s table to be contaminated because the first portion of it was offered to idols, and ceremonially unclean animals were used.
 What did Daniel do because of his convictions? (Daniel 1:8b)

3.
Personal: Do you have the courage to stand against a requirement that would cause you to disobey God’s Word? This could be a law passed by the government, a policy put in place by your employer or school, or an expectation from your peers. Are you facing a decision like this? What will you do?

4.
What was the official concerned about when Daniel asked that they would not have to eat the king’s food and drink? (Daniel 1:9-10)

5.
What was Daniel’s proposal to the guard set over the four young men by the chief official, and what did the guard decide? (Daniel 1:12-14)

6.
a.
Notice that God caused the official to show favor and sympathy to Daniel, and the guard to agree to Daniel’s plan. Psalm 106 tells of how God’s people continually rebelled against Him, and of the judgment that resulted. In Psalm 106:44-46, how does God respond to His people when they turn to Him in the midst of their trials?

b.
Personal: Because Daniel desired to be true to God, God granted him favor with his captors—but He did not remove Daniel from captivity. Are you in a difficult situation today? Can you trust God to be with you and help you in the midst of that situation, even if He does not remove you from it?

Fifth Day: Review Daniel 1, concentrating on verses 15-17.

1.
At the end of ten days on their diet of vegetables and water, how did Daniel and his three friends look? (Daniel 1:15)

2.
Just as these four young Hebrew men obeyed God and trusted in His care for them, believers today can also do this. How do the following Scripture passages express this?

Psalm 33:20-21

Psalm 34:4-5

Isaiah 12:2

3.
What did the guard decide to do about the portion of royal food and wine that Daniel and his friends were supposed to be eating? (Daniel 1:16)

4.
What did God do for these four young men? (Daniel 1:17)

5.
With God’s help, the four young men were able to learn and understand the many areas of Babylonian learning, which would have included astrology and divination by dreams.
 But Scripture is careful to point out that Daniel’s understanding of visions and dreams came only from God’s special revelation (see Daniel 2:27-28). What does Isaiah 44:24-25 say about people who claim to foretell the future?

6.
Personal: Have you ever been tempted to visit a palm reader, tarot card reader, or fortune-teller, “just for fun”? Or have you read your horoscope and wondered if it could really be true? How do you think God regards these actions?

Sixth Day: Review Daniel 1, concentrating on verses 18-21.

1.
Look back at Daniel 1:5b and then read Daniel 1:18. How much time passed before the Israelite young men were presented to the king?

2.
As the king observed and talked with all the young men who had finished the training period, who among them impressed him the most? (Daniel 1:19)

3.
What do you discover about these four men in Daniel 1:20?

4.
a.
Read Jeremiah 8:9. What is the true value of worldly wisdom—human wisdom that does not come from God?

b.
How can we receive godly wisdom and understanding?


Psalm 119:99


James 1:5

5.
How long did Daniel remain in service to the Babylonian empire according to Daniel 1:21?

6.
Personal: Do you wish to have wisdom and understanding from God? One way to receive this is to meditate on His Word. Which verse from this lesson did you choose to memorize? Memorizing Scripture is a good way to spend time meditating on (thinking about) it. The verses you memorize will always be with you, even if you are not carrying a Bible.

Daniel Chapters 1-6 — Lesson 2
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Matthew Henry, the well-known eighteenth-century writer of a commentary on the whole Bible, points out that chapter 1 of the book of Daniel tells us more about the beginning of Daniel’s life, his origin and education, than we learn about any of the other Old Testament prophets. The books of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel begin immediately with divine visions given to these prophets. Daniel begins with the study of human learning, and afterwards is honored with divine visions. By this we see that there is a variety of methods that God uses to train people for service to Him.

Just because someone else has a different experience in serving the Lord from you, a different educational background from yours, a different cultural background from yours, or other differences, these need not make you feel that God cannot use you! Variety originated with God. In fact we can see it as we look around us. There is not one human being in this world that has an exact duplicate, nor has there ever been someone exactly like you. Even identical twins have some differences. Yes indeed, God enjoys variety!

Daniel 1:1-2 — The Invasion of Jerusalem

Daniel 1 begins with a description of the historical setting in which the captivity of Daniel and his friends took place. (See “The Kingdom” in Daniel Lesson 1 commentary for background on the Jews’ disobedience to God, which resulted in His judgment being carried out through these foreign peoples.) At this time Judah, the southern kingdom of Israel, was under the domination of Egypt after Pharaoh Neco had killed Judah’s King Josiah in battle. The people of Judah anointed Josiah’s son Jehoahaz as king, but after three months Pharaoh Neco took him prisoner and removed him from power, replacing him with his older brother Jehoiakim who favored Egypt. (See 2 Kings 23:29-34.)

Nebuchadnezzar was not yet the king of Babylon but would become such before the summer of 605 b.c. was over. His father, Nabopolassar, had been struggling with the Egyptians for control of the Middle East for several years prior to this time, but in this particular year he was taken ill and had to remain at home. His army was entrusted to Nebuchadnezzar and the young crown prince made good by soundly defeating the Egyptians at Carchemish. When his father died before the summer ended, Nebuchadnezzar was made king.

The occasion when Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem and took Daniel and other Israelites captive was sometime between the battle of Carchemish and the event of his coronation. Nebuchadnezzar must have followed the retreating remnants of the Egyptian army for at least part of the way to Jerusalem and then gone on to the city. Jerusalem was the first city to be subjugated in his overall campaign to take all of the leading cities of the area for his domination.

Because he conquered the city, Nebuchadnezzar demanded valuable plunder from Jerusalem, including sacred objects from the Temple and also captives, among whom were young men like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. Only some of the precious articles from the Temple in Jerusalem were taken to Babylon at this time. The remaining items were later removed in 597 b.c. when Nebuchanezzar again besieged Jerusalem.

The removal of these sacred articles from the Temple to Babylon had been prophesied in Isaiah 39:3-7. Hezekiah, the king of Judah at that time, had allowed the Babylonians to visit him and had boastfully shown them all of the treasures in his own house and in his land. The prophet Isaiah told Hezekiah that the Lord would one day allow Babylon to carry off all these treasures, and some of his descendants would become eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. We see in Daniel 1:1-4 that Isaiah’s prophecy was beginning to be fulfilled.

Things did not look good for Judah at this point. The best of their young men and the articles from the house of God had been taken to Babylon. They were conquered and Jehoiakim was left in charge of Jerusalem. Yet God’s kingdom did go on. Truly He does control the rulers of this earth. So often Christians feel discouraged with conditions in the world. We need to remember what Romans 13:1 says, “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.” Are you praying for the governing authorities of your city, state and country? Remember that God has established them and that you are responsible to obey and pray for them.

The people of Judah could have become very discouraged with their authorities! Jehoiakim died and his son, Jehoiachin, came to the throne. He rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar who in 597 b.c. besieged Jerusalem again. Once more Jerusalem was not destroyed, but the king and his mother and all the remaining treasures of the Temple were taken away to Babylon with an even larger group of captives. Over ten thousand craftsmen made this journey. (See 2 Kings 24:6-16.) Then Zedekiah, the uncle of Jehoiachin, was made king and also later rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar. This time Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the Temple and burned Jerusalem. The sons of Zedekiah were slain in his presence, and then Zedekiah’s eyes were put out. He, with the final deportation, went into captivity in the year 587 b.c. This fulfilled the prophecy recorded in Jeremiah 25:8-11.

Daniel 1:3-4 — Servants for the King

Nebuchadnezzar had several reasons for wanting to take young Israelite men from the royal family and the nobility back to Babylon. They would be promising, attractive and intelligent; therefore they would be trophies demonstrating his success in Judah. Nebuchadnezzar also intended that these young men serve him well. This is why he wanted them to be “showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace” (Daniel 1:4). They would need to learn the language of the Babylonians and be able to adapt to the different culture.

The king of Babylon chose the young because he assumed they were pliable and teachable and they would soon forget their own people and integrate with the Babylonians. He did not realize that those who truly loved God would not conform to this pattern! This is a challenge to us to provide for the Christian education of all of our children and young people. Have you ever asked the Lord to use you in your church as a Sunday school teacher, or in some weekday teaching activity? Proverbs 22:6 instructs us, “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.”

Daniel 1:5-7 — Daniel and His Three Friends

Ashpenaz, the chief of the king’s court officials, gave new names to Daniel and his friends to show his authority over them and their subjection to him, and to show that they were now Babylonians. Their Hebrew names were a daily reminder of their faith in the one true God. Daniel’s name meant, “God is (my) Judge;” Hananiah’s name meant, “The Lord shows grace;” Mishael’s name meant, “Who is what God is;” and Azariah’s name meant, “The Lord helps.”

To make them forget the God of their fathers, they were given names that reflected the Babylonian religion. Daniel was called Belteshazzar, which probably signified “Bel (i.e. Marduk—the patron deity of Babylon), protect his life!” Hananiah’s name was changed to Shadrach, which probably carried the meaning of “command of Aku (the Sumerian moon-god—Sumer was the civilization that preceded Babylonia in Mesopotamia).” Meshach was the name given to Mishael and it probably meant, “Who is what Aku is?” Azariah was given the Babylonian name Abednego, which probably meant, “servant of Nego/Nebo (i.e., Nabu—the Babylonian god of wisdom and writing).” 

Thus these young men were given totally new names of Babylonian character. This certainly must have been an order of the government, for the young men themselves would not have chosen to have their former names taken from them. Think of how unpleasant the situation was for them already—they had been forcibly taken from their homes, friends, and from a familiar culture to live among complete strangers, making a difficult adjustment to a new culture and language. The new names suggest that it was the intention of Nebuchadnezzar to destroy every vestige of connection between these young men and their people, land and religion. Worship of Babylon’s gods was to replace worship of the one true God. The radical break with their past was signified by the change of their names.

The same kind of pressure and persecution goes on in many countries today, whether they are communist systems founded upon atheism or Islamic regimes that forbid the existence of any other religion. Christians in these countries must worship in secret, and know as they train their children in the ways of the Lord that at some point the children must stand for God against the pressure of the ruling authorities to deny their faith.

Did you ever stop to think that this could happen within your own country? Are you training the young people in your home, in your church, in your community so that if this should happen they will have a faith in the Lord Jesus Christ to lean upon and will remain true to the Living God as Daniel and his three friends did?

The Decision to Honor God

The king of Babylon had planned to nourish these outstanding young men from Judah with the same food and wine that he himself enjoyed. “But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine” (Daniel 1:8). From the king’s point of view, it was a splendid menu. The Babylonians would have considered it an honor, and most foreigners would have welcomed such a special diet. Nebuchadnezzar wanted to provide good food for his potential servants so that they would be assured of good health, but also wanted their allegiance to the Babylonian religion. His food was regularly consecrated to the Babylonian gods by offering a portion to them first. This meant that anyone who ate this food gave allegiance to these gods. This presented a problem to Daniel and his friends. If they ate the food, it would appear that they were giving allegiance to the Babylonian gods. In addition, the food would not be prepared according to the regulations God had given to Israel, and were likely to include meats that God had declared unclean.

After the announcement of the menu had been given, the four recognized that they had a decision to make. They were to eat this menu for three years (see Daniel 1:5) in order to prepare themselves to serve the king well. Daniel dared to request of the chief official a special favor, that he and his friends not be required to defile themselves with the royal food. Normally, God’s people are to obey the laws under which they live. There is only one exception—when the earthly law directly contradicts God’s law (see Acts 5:29). Of course these young men took the risk of punishment by the Babylonians and derision from their peers from who went along with the king and ate the diet he prescribed.

We always take a risk when we make a different decision than most of society does. In so many situations, to decide one way is to do the will of God while to decide the other is to disobey Him. The way a person chooses each time is crucial to his Christian walk. The kind of decisions a person makes shows what kind of Christian he is. It also predicts what kind of Christian he will be tomorrow! People shape the degree of spiritual maturity they will show in the future by how they decide today. (See Romans 12:2.)

When Daniel and his three friends discovered that even their diet was to be a Babylonian diet, they must have spent long hours talking over how they would respond to this requirement. God had already prepared their menu and they intended to place their orders only from it. “Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the Lord. Blessed are they who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart. They do nothing wrong; they walk in his ways” (Psalm 119:1-3). These young men knew that food that had been offered to idols was forbidden to the godly Israelite (see Exodus 34:15).

Today, as Christians, we are free in Christ to partake of all things and activities as God leads us. But we must take care not to cause difficulty for potential believers and weak believers who are observing us, by participating in or partaking of things that they feel are wrong. In 1 Corinthians 8:9, the apostle Paul says, “Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling-block to the weak.” As God helps us show the love of Christ to the people around us, we will be glad to restrict our freedom for their good.

Daniel 1:9-21 — God Proves Himself

Although God had caused Ashpenaz to show favor to Daniel, he was afraid to grant Daniel’s request for a different diet, for fear that the king would see Daniel and his friends become pale and wan. So Daniel repeated his request to the guard that Ashpenaz had appointed over them, asking for a ten-day trial period of just vegetables and water. The guard agreed to this—after ten days he would look at them and see how they had fared and decide whether to let them continue this diet. After the trial period, Daniel and his three friends looked healthier and better nourished than the young men who had been eating the food supplied by the king!

Daniel’s suggestion of the ten day trial period displayed great faith. Not only would the four young men have to look no worse than the others at the end of the test period, but they would have to actually look better if this Babylonian guard was to be convinced. A period of ten days was a short time for God to effect much of an improvement, but Daniel believed God would bring it about. God did bless Daniel and his friends. It took faith on Daniel’s part to believe that God would do this and God met him in that faith.

God favored these four young men with “knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning” (Daniel 1:17). They mastered Babylonian literature, science, and every other possible field of study. God gave them knowledge, skill and wisdom, but they must have spent long hours in study. God has a plan for your life, but He wants you to do all you can by His help to bring it about.

In addition to all these things, Daniel was given understanding of “visions and dreams of all kinds” (Daniel 1:20). This was a special ability given by God apart from any possible human study or effort. Daniel could have never learned to do this by himself. The Babylonians believed that one could learn to interpret dreams. Methods of divination had been devised, and Babylonia’s specialists gave serious attention to these methods. These methods had to be rejected by Daniel and the other three for God forbade them (see Leviticus 19:26; Deuteronomy 18:9-14). They are still forbidden today. God’s Word does not change.”

Apparently an examination was given to all the young men on the completion of their three year course of study, and it was especially exciting for Daniel and his three friends as they stood before the king. In all matters of wisdom and understanding that the king inquired of them, he found them to be ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters that were in his kingdom! In other words they were the “top four” at the graduation!

In Daniel 1:21 we read that Daniel continued in service in a high position until the first year of King Cyrus. This means that he continued to serve during all the years of the Babylonian empire until the coming of Cyrus, king of Persia, who brought the Babylonian empire to an end. Daniel continued to serve several years into the reign of Cyrus (see Daniel 10:1). Evidently Daniel held the office of a wise man until his death. Why? Because he loved, trusted, and obeyed the one true God.

Study Questions
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Before you begin each day:

Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

Use only the Bible for your answers.

Write down your answers and the verses you used.

Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Daniel 1.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Daniel 1, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place.  Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Daniel 2, concentrating on verses 1-9.

1.
a.
What disturbing event happened to Nebuchadnezzar? (Daniel 2:1)

b.
Who did Nebuchadnezzar summon and what did he ask them to do? (Daniel 2:2-3)

2.
a.
What logical request did the astrologers make of the king? (Daniel 2:4)

b.
What did the king insist they must do, and what was his threat and promise, depending on their performance? (Daniel 2:5-6)

c.
Did the king relent from his position? (Daniel 2:7-9)

3.
This dream must have made quite an impact on Nebuchadnezzar and he wanted to make certain he knew what it meant—he didn’t want his magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to just make something up that sounded reasonable—he wanted to know the real meaning. This pagan king was not a believer in the one true God, and did not know what God said about the activities carried out by these men. What does God tell us in the following verses about such activities?

Leviticus 19:31

Deuteronomy 18:9-12

Galatians 5:19-21

4.
If a believer has been involved in any practices such as these, what should they do about it, according to the following verses?

1 John 1:8-9

1 John 5:3-5

5.
Personal: Have you ever been involved with any forms of these practices? Will you repent of these activities? Write a prayer to God about your intentions, and ask for His help and forgiveness.

Third Day: Review Daniel 2, concentrating on verses 10-11.

1.
Who did the astrologers say were the only ones who could tell Nebuchadnezzar his dream? (Daniel 2:10-11)

2.
The astrologers were closer to the truth than they realized. As we will see, only the one true God can reveal both the king’s dream and its interpretation. These men worshipped false gods that had no power. Yet God had provided opportunities through the world He created for them to recognize Him as the one true God. What do the following verses say about this?

Psalm 19:1-4a

Acts 14:16-17

Acts 17:24-27

Romans 1:20

3.
Personal: In what ways do you see evidence of God in the world around you? Think of friends of acquaintances who have not come to know the one true God and His Son, Jesus Christ. How could you use evidence from the world around you as a means to introduce them to God? Perhaps they have noticed some of this evidence, but have not known how to find God. Pray and ask God to give you opportunities and the right words to lead others to truly know Him.

Fourth Day: Review Daniel 2, concentrating on verses 12-23.
1.
a.
What did Nebuchadnezzar order in Daniel 2:12 because his dream had not been interpreted?

b.
How did this affect Daniel and his three friends? (Daniel 2:13)

2.
a.
After learning of the king’s decree from the commander of the king’s guard, what did Daniel ask of King Nebuchadnezzar? (Daniel 2:16)

b.
Where did Daniel then go, and what happened there? (Daniel 2:17-18)

3.
Personal: Do you have a prayer partner or a prayer group to which you can go and ask for prayer when needs arise in your life? Perhaps some one in your neighborhood or in your Bible Study group is also looking for prayer partners. You can even pray by telephone if distances separate you.

4.
How were the prayers of Daniel and his friends answered? (Daniel 2:19a)

5.
What was Daniel’s response? (Daniel 2:19b-23)

6.
Personal: So often we ask God for many things, but often we forget to praise Him for who He is, for His blessings, His help, His answers to our prayers. Why not make a list of praise in this space and then bow your head and in Jesus’ name praise God?

Fifth Day: Review Daniel 2, concentrating on verses 24-35.

1.
What did Daniel do next? Did he get to see the king? (Daniel 2:24-25)

2.
To whom did Daniel give credit for his knowledge of the king’s dream? (Daniel 2:26-28a)

3.
a.
Did Daniel take any credit for his knowledge of the dream? (Daniel 2:30a)

b.
Why did God make the dream known to Daniel? (Daniel 2:30b)

4.
Briefly summarize how Daniel described the king’s dream in Daniel 2:31-35.

5.
God, who chose to reveal a glimpse of the future to this pagan king, is both omniscient (all-knowing) and omnipotent (all-powerful). Nothing that happens takes Him by surprise, and He is working in all things for His glory and for the good of those who love Him. What do you learn about this in the following verses?

Isaiah 42:5-9

Romans 8:28

6.
Personal: God does not often reveal the future to His children. Rather, He wants us to trust Him day by day, in “all things.” Do you fear the future and what it may bring? Why not pray now and ask God to help you trust Him with your future?

Sixth Day: Review Daniel 2, concentrating on verses 36-49.

1.
a.
As Daniel began to interpret the dream, how did he point out the power of God in heaven to the king? (Daniel 2:37-38a)

b.
Personal: How often do you take advantage of opportunities to give glory to God and recognize His power, as Daniel did before the king? If this is difficult for you, why not pray now for boldness and the leading of the Holy Spirit for yourself in this area?

2.
From Daniel 2:38b-43, describe what type of kingdom each part of the statue seen in the dream symbolized.

3.
a.
What did Daniel tell the king was the meaning of the destruction of the statue in the dream? (Daniel 2:44-45)

b.
Challenge: The kingdom that “will never be destroyed” is the eternal kingdom of God, built on the ruins of the sinful empires of man,
 and Jesus Christ is the King. What do you learn about this in the following verses?


Luke 20:17-18


Acts 4:10-11


Revelation 11:15

4.
How did Nebuchadnezzar respond to Daniel’s God in Daniel 2:47?

5.
In what ways did the king honor Daniel? At the request of Daniel how did the king also honor Daniel’s three prayer partners? (Daniel 2:48-49)

6.
Personal: Are you looking forward to the time when Jesus Christ will return to earth in triumph over all human kingdoms? His kingdom is already established—it is only for a limited time that God continues to allow human kingdoms to exist on this earth. Read Revelation 15:4 and 17:14. Write down how you feel about that day when Christ will return.

Daniel Chapters 1-6 — Lesson 3
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Daniel 2:1-13 — Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream

In her classic commentary, What the Bible is All About, Henrietta Mears wrote, “Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and the interpretation teach us some interesting things about the history of the world from that time till the end of this age. This period the Bible calls ‘the times of the Gentiles’ (Luke 21:24; [see also] Romans 11:25) because God has put aside His own people, the Jews, for a time and has turned over the government of the world to the Gentiles.

“Daniel 2 has been called the ABC of prophecy. It stretches out before us the most complete picture in all the Scriptures of what is to come to pass—the future.”

All of chapter 2 concerns the dream that Nebuchadnezzar had “in the second year of his reign” (Daniel 2:1). There is some confusion about the timing of this occasion. Daniel and his friends had studied for three years (see Daniel 1:5) in Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom, and in Daniel 1:18 the king had examined them himself and had found them to be the wisest of all of the trainees that had been brought to Babylon from Israel as captives. A possible solution to this “second year” is that the author followed a custom that was often adopted by Jewish writers and was generally used in Assyria and Babylonia. They “postdated” the reigning years of a king, counting as his first year not the year of his ascension, but the first full year afterwards. Thus if Nebuchadnezzar gave orders for the education of the Jewish youths in his ascension year, the end of three years would be recorded as falling within the king’s “second year.”

Nebuchadnezzar used his dream as a way of testing the authenticity of the Babylonian wise men. The king wanted his dream interpreted, so he called “the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers” (Daniel 2:2) to tell him what this dream really meant. One would think he must have remembered the dream or it wouldn’t have bothered him so much, yet he insisted the wise men not only interpret the dream but also tell him what the dream was. Nebuchadnezzar made a terrible threat along with his request. “This is what I have firmly decided: If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble” (Daniel 2:5).

The wise men replied to the king that they would gladly give an interpretation but they could not tell the dream. They even rebuked the king in verse 10 by telling him that no other king had ever made such a demand. What they said was quite true for it was normal for a king to accept the interpretation of the wise men without question. They nicely prepared the way for Daniel’s entrance on the scene by saying in Daniel 2:11, “What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live among men.” Daniel was able to give the king both the content and the interpretation of the dream, information which had been given to him by the true God of Heaven.

Notice that this pagan king called upon his “magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers” to interpret his dream. Astrology, sorcery and the like are a rising tide in our society. God has much to say about such things in the Bible. “I will set my face against the person who turns to mediums and spiritists to prostitute himself by following them, and I will cut him off from his people” (Leviticus 20:6). In Deuteronomy 18:10-12, God warns, “Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord” (Deuteronomy 18:10-12). In the New Testament in Galatians 5:19-20 warns against “acts of the sinful nature,” which include idolatry and witchcraft.

Anyone who participates in any of these activities will eventually be able to say with the Psalmist, “The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came upon me; I was overcome by trouble and sorrow” (Psalm 116:3). Astrology was originally a religion and each of the planets was identified with a god to be feared and worshipped. The Babylonians worshipped Jupiter (the god Marduk), Venus (the goddess Ishtar), Saturn (the god Ninurta or Ninib), Mercury (the god Nabu or Nebo), and Mars (the god Nergal). Though most modern astrologers do not think of their current practices as that of a religion, the basic interpretations of astrology are still derived from the ancient beliefs that the planets have a divine personality and determine man’s destiny. Modern astrology is gilded paganism. There are people today who will not do anything without looking at their astrological chart.

The search for true meaning in life is satisfied only when you turn in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ. The astrologers say, “Your destiny is in the stars.” The Christian faith declares that your decision to receive Jesus Christ determines your destiny (see John 3:16-18). It may be somewhat comforting to believe that we are not responsible for what we are, that celestial powers have impelled or compelled us to act. But it is not true! The apostle Paul wrote that we must all stand before God and give an account of ourselves (Romans 14:12). In that day, God will not allow such lame excuses as, “My stars weren’t right that day.”

Astrology is only one area of the temptation to dabble in what the Bible forbids. Many choose to read tarot cards, consult palm readers, become practicing witches, participate in satanic worship, and consult mediums, particularly hoping to speak to their loved ones who have departed from this world. None of these things pleases God. They are forbidden in the Bible.

We also have a responsibility as parents, youth leaders, or persons who have an influence on young people to inform them of the dangers of such practices forbidden by God. We need to teach them the Scriptures concerning these things, warn them of the results and cite examples of the result of such practices in our own day. We must also be willing to take time to pray for our young people that such things will not tempt them. Last but not least, we need to set an example for them by not practicing and participating in such activities ourselves even “just for fun.”

Daniel 2:14-23 — Daniel Asks For Time

Daniel had probably been about sixteen years old when he was brought as a captive into Babylonia, so at the most he was about nineteen or twenty at this time. The visit of a squad of executioners would have been a terrifying experience for Daniel and his young friends. Daniel, puzzled by this hasty and unjust decree of the king, used tact in approaching Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard. It would be interesting to know all that Arioch communicated to Daniel. Did he suggest that the king was “off his rocker?” It is not recorded!

Daniel gained an audience with the king, which must have been a memorable experience for him. We can imagine him dressing in his finest clothing for the occasion. Undoubtedly his three friends anxiously helped him. They probably all counseled him on how to behave before such a monarch! Visualize him being ushered in before the most powerful king in the world. The scene must have been resplendent with guards, attendants, plush rugs and tapestries, and the king seated in a high place upon his throne. Just to stand there before him would be a nerve-wracking experience!

However, Daniel did not waver. He spoke the words that God gave him and requested that he be given some time so that he might learn and bring back to the king the interpretation of the dream. This act took courage and faith on Daniel’s part, for by this request he was agreeing to do what all the older honored wise men of the court had failed to do! He promised the king that he would return with the information at the time the king would set.

You may wonder about dreams and interpretations in our day. This dream was God’s communication to Nebuchadnezzar’s pagan heart. He held a high position as a world ruler and God wanted to get his attention. Until the Scriptures were completed, God spoke to people in dreams and visions as well as by other means of communication. Now that Scripture is completed and people can read it, God primarily speaks to people through His Word, the Bible. Sometimes people do not have access to the Bible for various reasons, and God still reveals Himself to them through dreams and other special signs. Missionaries have told stories of such experiences, of how they have found remote peoples with a remnant of faith because of these special signs that God has given to them. It has made the way easier for the missionary to reach them with the message of Jesus Christ.
 However, in our modern society God has given us the Bible and it is the norm by which He speaks to us.

As soon as Daniel had obtained a reprieve and permission to interpret the king’s dream, he rushed home, and with his three friends he held a prayer meeting. Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah joined Daniel in asking for mercy from “the God of heaven” (Daniel 2:18) concerning this secret dream. “The God of heaven” is an expression peculiar to the books of the captivity (of the 22 occurrences of the phrase, 17 occur in Ezra, Nehemiah, and Daniel
). Since Jerusalem had been destroyed and the Temple burned, the presence of God was no longer found over the ark of the Testimony in the Most Holy Place of the Temple (see Exodus 25:17-22). God was now the God of heaven.

The phrase used by Daniel, “plead for mercy” (Daniel 2:18), reveals the basis of their prayer. God does not answer prayer because of the worth, effort, character, or works of the one praying. All answers to prayer rest upon His mercy. To pray in Jesus’ name means simply this: we come to God, not on our merit, but on His merit (see Romans 5:14-16).

Partnership in prayer is an important part of the Christian’s life. Do you have a prayer partner that you can go to in a time of need, or a prayer group where you can ask others to pray with you? There are other Christians who need partners in prayer, and God will show them to you if you ask Him. You can even pray by telephone if distance separates you from your prayer partner.

The secret of the dream was revealed to Daniel in a vision during the night. Can’t you just imagine how excited Daniel was! He may have quickly woken the other three from their sleep to tell them the good news of the answer to their prayers! Then the four young men probably had another prayer meeting, this time praising the Lord.

Perhaps it is significant that the first prayer for mercy, a prayer of request, was not recorded, while Daniel’s prayer of praise is preserved in Daniel 2:20-23. Christians tend to be much shorter in their praise than in their requests when they pray! Daniel was not short in his praise. In fact the prayer he made that night was entirely made up of praise, and this is a lesson in prayer for us. Daniel praised God’s power and wisdom. He cited examples—God controls times and seasons; He sets up and deposes kings; He gives wisdom and knowledge where He sees it to be needed (as Daniel had just received it). Christians are promised this in James 1:5, “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.” Daniel also stated that God reveals information not known or knowable in any other way, for He knows what “lies in darkness” (Daniel 2:22).

Daniel becomes very specific as he says, “I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers: You have given me wisdom and power, you have made known to me what we asked of you, you have made known to us the dream of the king” (Daniel 2:23). God alone had revealed the secret of the dream and its meaning to Daniel. Daniel gave praise to God in both a general and a specific manner. Do you follow his example in your prayer time?

Daniel 2:24-45 — Daniel Returns to the King

Daniel went back to Arioch, whom the king had ordered to execute all the wise men of Babylon if his dream could not be told and interpreted to him. He pleaded with Arioch not to execute the wise men of Babylon but to take him to the king so that he could interpret the dream. Arioch rushed Daniel into the presence of the king with the good news that the dream would be divulged.

Obviously the king would have been skeptical that this young man would be able to do what all the other wise men were unable to do. He asked, “Are you able to tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?” (Daniel 2:26). Daniel answered immediately, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come” (Daniel 2:27-28). Daniel gave credit not to himself but to God in heaven. Often Christians need to be reminded of this, for truly it is God who empowers and guides by His Holy Spirit (see Zechariah 4:6). We need to remember, like Daniel, to give the glory to God!

Next Daniel described the statue that the king had seen in his dream—the head was of gold, its chest and arms of silver, the belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, and its feet of iron and clay. Then, in the dream, a rock—cut out without human hands—struck the statue on its feet, and the entire statue was broken to pieces. The rock became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth.

Before interpreting the dream for the king, Daniel told him, “The God of heaven has given you dominion and power and might and glory; in your hands he has placed mankind and the beasts of the field and the birds of the air. Wherever they live, he has made you ruler over them all” (Daniel 2:37-38). Not only did Daniel give God the credit for revealing and interpreting the dream, but also for placing the king on the throne in the first place.

God revealed through this dream that four great empires were to succeed each other in the government of the world, from Nebuchadnezzar over the Babylonian Empire to the end times. Daniel told the king, “You are that head of gold” (Daniel 2:38). The chest and arms of silver represented the Medo-Persian Empire, which overthrew Babylon in 539 b.c. It was established by Cyrus, under whose rule the exiled Jews returned to Jerusalem (see Ezra 1:1-2). The belly and thighs of bronze represented the Greek Empire under Alexander the Great which overturned the Medo-Persians in about 330 b.c,. The fourth kingdom of iron is representative of the Roman Empire.

Henrietta Mears comments, “From then on we find an ever dividing kingdom and a government ever weakened in its power and represented by toes of iron and clay that cannot hold together. More is said of the fourth Gentile government than of the others. Maybe it is because it is the last. There will be a division into many kingdoms, as the toes. Deterioration is represented by the feet and toes being part iron and part clay, which cannot hold together. This last government will be the weakest. It will not be completely unified, and will finally end in chaos.”

Daniel then told the king, “In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure for ever. This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces” (Daniel 2:44-45). In the rock cut out without human hands we see the kingdom of Jesus Christ. (Read what the Bible says about this rock or stone in Psalm 118:22; Matthew 21:42-44; Isaiah 28:16; and 1 Peter 2:4-8). This fifth kingdom is the eternal kingdom of God, built on the ruins of the sinful empires of man.

Mears notes the amazing facts about the circumstances when this prophecy was given—“Remember, at the time Nebuchadnezzar dreamed his dream the Persian kingdom did not exist. It was merely a Babylonian satrapy [province]. It would have seemed impossible that a strong Grecian empire would rise. Only wandering tribes inhabited the Hellenic states. The city of Rome was only a little town on the banks of the Tiber River. Yet God told Daniel what would come to pass.”

Notice that the metals in the statue diminish in value—gold, silver, bronze, then iron. This represents the decreasing power and grandeur of the rulers of the successive empires. The metals also symbolize a growing degree of toughness and endurance, with each successive empire lasting longer than the preceding one.
 The final human kingdom is of iron mixed with brittle clay, suggesting, Mears says, unions attempted between incompatible partners, which do not hold together.

It’s natural to wonder when the rock of the Kingdom of God will finally crush all human kingdoms. Jesus said in Matthew 24:36, “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” Jesus is coming with power and great glory and with all His holy angels to establish His kingdom (see Mark 8:38; Luke 21:27). An announcement will be trumpeted, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever” (Revelation 11:15). One day this will all come about, but only God knows when it will be. Our chief concern should be, are we ready for that day? Have we received the God of heaven’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, as Savior and Lord?

Daniel 2:46-49 — Daniel Is Honored

The last part of this chapter concerns the response of the king to these significant words of Daniel. He highly honored the young man and praised the God to whom Daniel had given all the credit. He actually bowed before Daniel and called for offerings and incense to be given to him. Bowing before a mere captive was an incredible action of this emperor! In Daniel 2:47 Nebuchadnezzar agreed that it was the God of heaven who had given the information, so it is doubtful that Nebuchadnezzar was worshipping Daniel in verse 46, but only seeking to worship this God through Daniel. By his words, “Surely your God is the God of gods” (Daniel 2:47), the king was actually admitting that Daniel’s God was greater than all the gods of Babylon.

Then Nebuchadnezzar gave Daniel many great gifts and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon. The empire of Babylonia was divided into separate provinces, each with a ruler. The most important province was where the capital was and this was Babylon. Daniel was also placed in charge of all the wise men of Babylon, the greatest honor of all for such a young man. Daniel would have frequent and significant contact with the mighty king and would have a strong influence on him. God had been truly faithful to Daniel as Daniel had been obedient to His will.

It is heartening to see that Daniel did not forget his three friends who had been through the hardship with him, prayed with him and indeed must have been praying while Daniel stood before the king interpreting the dream. Daniel asked on their behalf that they be appointed administrators over the province of Babylon, and the king agreed to this. The Bible says that “Daniel himself remained at the royal court” (Daniel 2:49), an indication that the king must have desired to keep Daniel close by his side.

God honors those who honor Him. What about you and me? Apart from Christ, nothing of eternal value can be done by us or through us. As we think of work ahead of us, therefore, we need to realize our incompetence. We must realize that if anything is to be accomplished by us on earth, it will be done only because God does it for us, through us and first of all in us. We are acceptable to serve God when we know that we depend on His Spirit. We must realize that even though we in ourselves are incompetent we must not quit, but look to Christ for encouragement, strength and usefulness. Jesus said, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5).

Study Questions
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Before you begin each day:

Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

Use only the Bible for your answers.

Write down your answers and the verses you used.

Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Daniel 2.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Daniel 2, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place.  Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Daniel 3, concentrating on verses 1-7.

1.
What object did King Nebuchadnezzar make, and where did he place it? (Daniel 3:1)

2.
a.
Whom did the king summon to come for the dedication of the image? (Daniel 3:2)

b.
Where did Nebuchadnezzar gather them together? (Daniel 3:3b)

3.
a.
According to Daniel 3:4b, who was represented in this group?

b.
What were they required to do, and at what signal? (Daniel 3:5)

c.
What would happen to those who refused to comply? (Daniel 3:6)

4.
a.
Read Exodus 20:3-5a. What are God’s instructions regarding whom or what we are to worship?

b.
How does Romans 1:22-23 describe people who disobey these instructions?

5.
a.
Challenge: An “idol” is anything that keeps people from worshipping the Lord Jesus Christ. This could be anything that becomes such an obsession in a person’s life that it leaves no room for the worship of God. It might not be made of gold or silver—it might not be a physical object at all. It might simply be a hobby, an intellectual pursuit, or a future goal. None of these are wrong and condemned by God unless it becomes an “idol” to the person pursuing it. Give examples of what you think people today have made into “idols.”

b.
Personal: Look very carefully at your own life. Do you find any “idols” which are more important to you than your worship of the Lord Jesus? Read Psalm 139:23-24. Would you like to make this your prayer?

Third Day: Review Daniel 3, concentrating on verses 8-13.

1.
Who came to the king and whom did they accuse? (Daniel 3:8)

2.
What did they accuse these Jews of doing? (Daniel 3:12)

3.
What was the king’s response to this report, and what did he do?

4.
These three men had chosen to obey God above this great king. Read Acts 5:26-29. What similar situation did Peter and the other apostles find themselves in? What was their response?

5.
 We humans are weak and can easily fail God. How can we possibly remain strong and obey God according to the following verses?

Isaiah 41:10

2 Corinthians 12:9

2 Timothy 4:17-18

6. Personal: Have you ever felt pressured to do something that you know God does not want you to do? How did you respond? What will you do in the future when faced with such a situation?

Fourth Day: Review Daniel 3, concentrating on verses 14-18.

1.
What did Nebuchadnezzar ask the three men? (Daniel 3:14)

2.
a.
What was his offer to them? (Daniel 3:15a)

b.
What did he say in Daniel 3:15b that showed he had forgotten the lesson he had learned in Daniel 2:47?

3.
Were Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego afraid of the king and the blazing furnace? What was their reply to the king? (Daniel 3:16-18)

4.
God promises to give us courage and His power in such situations. Put your name into the following verses.

Deuteronomy 31:8

Psalm 121:2-3

Hebrews 13:5b-6

5.
Personal: Today, many Christians around the world are threatened by their governments to submit to their authority above God’s authority. Do you believe that God gives the same courage to people today that He gave to these three Jewish men long ago? Do you believe He could give this courage to you? Which of the verses in question 4 was most encouraging to you?

Fifth Day: Review Daniel 3, concentrating on verses 19-27.

1.
What was the king’s response when the three men refused to bow to the image of gold? (Daniel 3:19-20)

2.
What happened to the men who threw the youths in the blazing furnace? (Daniel 3:22)

3.
What did the king see inside the blazing furnace that amazed him? (Daniel 3:24-25)

4.
What did the king call the three men in Daniel 3:26 and what did he tell them to do?

5.
What did all who watched them leave the furnace observe about these three young men? (Daniel 3:27)

6.
Personal: These men weren’t striving to get out of the fire, but just walked up and down in the furnace. They seemed unconcerned and did not try to run out of the furnace! Are you going through some trial? God is with you in your “blazing furnace” if you have received Him as your Lord and Savior. What does Isaiah 43:1-2 say concerning this?

Sixth Day: Review Daniel 3, concentrating on verses 28-30.

1.
Did King Nebuchadnezzar recognize who had saved the three men from the blazing furnace? (Daniel 3:28a)

2.
How did the king evaluate the three men’s choice of action? (Daniel 3:28b)

3.
What decree did the king make in Daniel 3:29?

4.
What honor did he bestow on the three men? (Daniel 3:30)

5.
These three men were willing to sacrifice their lives for God’s sake. What does the apostle Paul urge believers to do in Romans 12:1-2?

6.
Personal: Are you conforming to the pattern of this world in some way? How would you like to change? Who will provide the power to make these changes? Read Acts 1:8 and Zechariah 4:6.

Daniel Chapters 1-6 — Lesson 4
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Daniel 3:1-7 — An Image of Gold

This chapter shows the rebellion of King Nebuchadnezzar against the God of heaven who had given him world dominion. It is apparent that Nebuchadnezzar planned to use the golden image as a unifying principle to weld together all the nations, languages and peoples of his kingdom. He sent for all the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials for the dedication of this image. Many of these people had been conquered by him and brought into his kingdom. Now he would test their loyalty through worship of the image of gold.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were in the province of Babylon at this time. Daniel is not mentioned at all. Perhaps he was ill, or he may have been in one of the outlying provinces caring for some of the king’s business. In this chapter, Daniel’s three friends are the central figures. God directed Daniel to include this story to let us know that they also had true faith in Him.

Nebuchadnezzar commanded all of his officials to bow before the great image, which may have represented the gods of Babylonia, or perhaps even represented the king himself as a god. He had a blazing furnace made ready for all who might disobey, so apparently he was expecting some rebellion from some of the officials. He was testing the loyalty of all of his officials. Remember that he had not only brought in Jewish young men to be trained but also young men from other nations that he had conquered. There were many who were not native Babylonians serving in very important leadership roles in his country. He had to know who would be faithful, and this was the method by which he chose to test his officials.

The image of gold that the king constructed was certainly a great display of wealth and workmanship. Some think that Nebuchadnezzar constructed this image in memory of his father, Nabopolassar. Others are convinced that he made it an image of Bel, a pagan god of Babylon. Still others believe that he made the image to resemble himself, because he had been identified with the golden head of the statue in the dream that Daniel had interpreted for him. In any case we know the image Nebuchadnezzar made was extremely large, for Daniel says it was ninety feet high and nine feet wide. It is described as being made of gold, but probably was made of a less expensive material overlaid with gold.
 Yet this was still an extremely valuable piece of workmanship. The image was set up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon, a location which would have been flat and expansive, and it enabled a great multitude to assemble for the dedication. The height of the image made it visible from a great distance.

After all had assembled, the herald loudly told the people that at the sound of the music they were to fall down and worship the golden image. Those who were unwilling to do so were to be thrown into a blazing furnace. Daniel 3:7 says, “Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations and men of every language fell down and worshipped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.” It appeared to be unanimous. There may have been many who were not worshipping from the heart, but they gave no visible evidence of it.

Idolatry—A Foolish Pursuit

Idolatry is a perversion of our longing to know God. Yet God did not leave us without a witness of Himself. The worship of idols is inexcusable. The apostle Paul writes, “What may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.” He continues, “Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles” (Romans 1:19-20,22-23). This is what Nebuchadnezzar was teaching his people to do.

The Bible warns us in many places to keep away from idols (for example, see 1 John 5:21; Acts 17:29; Exodus 20:4-5). An “idol” is not only an image worshipped by primitive peoples. It is anything that keeps one from worshipping the Lord Jesus Christ—anything that becomes so valuable in a person’s life that it crowds out the worship of the true and living God. An idol in our day might simply be a hobby, an intellectual pursuit, a desire for material success, or a desire to be beautiful or attractive. None of these things are wrong in themselves. They become wrong and are condemned by God when they crowd God out of our lives and take up our time and energy, leaving no time for the worship and pursuit of fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Look very carefully at your own life and see if you find any idols that are more important in your life than your relationship with Jesus. A good passage to pray as you think about this is Psalm 139:23-24: “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”

Not only does our pursuit of “idols” destroy our relationship with Jesus Christ, it also will harm our children, grandchildren and others who look to us as role models. By observing our attitudes and the choices we make every day, they learn idolatry from us. Exodus 20:5 says, “You shall not bow down to them [idols] or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me.” The word hate here means to ignore and to leave God out of your life. Not only will this affect you personally, but it will also affect future generations of your family as they follow your lead.

Everyone looks for a hope of some kind for the future. In what have you put your hope? Matthew wrote that Jesus came to fulfill this prophecy by Isaiah: “Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. He will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads justice to victory. In his name the nations will put their hope” (Matthew 12:18-21, italics added). Certainly no idol can be the hope of the world; it cannot bring happiness and give final victory. Only the Chosen One, the Lord Jesus Christ, can do this. “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions… For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:4-5,8-9). Have you received the Lord Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? Is He your hope and victory? Are you sharing His hope and His victory with a world that is discouraged and desolate and in a state of turmoil?

Daniel 3:8-12 — The Accusation

Daniel tells us that some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who had not bowed down to the image. We might ask the question, “Why didn’t Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego just stay at home during the dedication?” It must have been because they wished to obey the king’s orders as far as they could, and yet they were willing to publicly obey God by not bowing to the image. This took courage that only the Lord could have given them. Humanly speaking, imagine your whole body trembling in the midst of this vast crowd as you stand for the Lord, while everyone else bows to the idol! Yet these three men stood erect with great courage, knowing that they were being watched, and that their actions would be reported to the king. In the same spirit the apostle Paul encouraged his young apprentice, Timothy, “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7).

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego faced a test of their faith. They were told to bow down before the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up as an object of worship. Although everyone else obeyed, they refused to sacrifice their spiritual principles on the altar of expediency. Even when threatened with death in a blazing furnace they stood their ground! With God’s help and grace they came through the terrible ordeal unharmed. As a result of their faithfulness they brought honor to God and promotion to themselves (see Daniel 3:28-30). Are you a spineless, timid, wavering Christian, or does the world know that you have taken a firm stand on the side of God and truth? If you want to stand for Him, yet you are afraid, just ask Him and He will give you His strength to stand upon.

Daniel 3:13-18 — The Power of God

Nebuchadnezzar fell into great rage and fury when he heard that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had not bowed down. They were really put on the spot when he asked them if the charges were true! He asked them if they had refused to worship his gods and the image that he had set up. Then he gave them an opportunity to change their minds and fall down before the image. Nebuchadnezzar reminded them of the penalty for refusal—the blazing furnace. He arrogantly asked, “Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?” (Daniel 3:15). Nebuchadnezzar had already forgotten what he himself had said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings” (Daniel 2:47). Proud men are still ready to say, as Nebuchadnezzar said, “Who is the Lord, that I should fear His power?”

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego answered the king by saying, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter” (Daniel 3:16). They did not use the stilted, subservient form of address “O king, live for ever” used by the other officials (Daniel 2:4; 3:9). Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego would not hedge or evade the question—they just refused to worship an idol. Their reason was based on the first and the second commandments, “You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them” (Exodus 20:3-5).

The three men gave Nebuchadnezzar a twofold answer to his question: First, “The God we serve is able to save us” (Daniel 3:17, italics added). They worshipped the omnipotent God of heaven and there is nothing that God cannot do. “And,” they continued, “he will rescue us from your hand, O king.” They had been given the faith to believe that God would protect them in this emergency. It is one thing to say that God can do a certain thing; it is another thing to say that He will do it!

It is interesting to observe the men’s true devotion to God and their calm, quiet and meek behavior as they stood before the king. Compare this to the rage and fury of King Nebuchadnezzar, who was superstitious and devoted to false gods. He must have wondered at the faithfulness of God’s servants to the God in heaven.

Regardless of the outcome, these three had resolved to serve God. In this attitude they were solemnly declaring God’s sovereign control over the course of human history. They knew that if God did not deliver them out of the fiery furnace, He would certainly deliver them out of the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. They knew that the king could only torment and kill their bodies, and after that there was no more that he could do. We can rest in the same assurance when we are suffering or afraid. If God is for us, we don’t need to fear what any person can do to us—let them do their worst! God will deliver us either from death or through death into His presence. “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul” (Matthew 10:28). (See also Romans 8:31; 14:8; Philippians 1:21; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22,26,55-57.)

The Lord still permits trials and temptations to enter the lives of His children. The challenge may come as a temptation to gratify the lustful desires of our sinful human nature, or as a series of disheartening circumstances. Through the power of God’s Spirit within us, we can overcome the temptation, which strengthens us to face the next trial. The apostle Peter assures us, “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires” (2 Peter 1:3-4).

A gem cannot be polished without friction, nor a Christian perfected without trial! What about your present suffering? Whether it is a physical, mental, financial or other affliction, you may feel that you will be crushed by it. Remember that God’s deliverance is possible now, and ultimately it is absolutely certain!

Daniel 3:19-27 — God’s Preservation

Nebuchadnezzar reacted quickly and drastically to the response of the three men by commanding that the furnace be heated seven times hotter than it already was! We can imagine that the servants hurried off to apply more fuel and a forced draft. Next, the king ordered his strongest soldiers to tie up the three captives and throw them into the furnace. The furnace was so hot that the soldiers themselves were killed as they threw the bound men into it. Yet inside where the fire blazed, the three Jews remained in perfect condition!

The king must have been greatly startled and disturbed that his men had been killed, but he was even more amazed when he saw in the furnace a scene that he could not believe! Apparently it was an open furnace that he could look into. He had probably followed the soldiers and took a seat where he could see within the furnace and feel the satisfaction of seeing these three Jewish rebels die. What he saw was not satisfying. He asked his advisors standing by, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” And when they all agreed that they had, in amazement the king said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods” (Daniel 3:24-25).

Now Nebuchadnezzar approached the furnace, at least as near as the heat would permit, and shouted for the men to come out. This shout voiced his admission that he had lost. He had defied any god to save these men and now one had! He called them “ servants of the Most High God” (Daniel 3:26), and by this admitted that God had delivered them from death.

The three of them did come out, and before all of the witnesses who had gathered, their appearance gave the amazing testimony of God’s protection. The fire had not touched their bodies, the hair on their heads was not singed, their clothes were exactly as they had been before they were bound, and they didn’t even smell like smoke! This was a clear-cut miracle!

The witnesses to this miracle would go back all across the empire and would tell of the miracle they had seen performed by the God of heaven worshipped by the Jews. Nebuchadnezzar had called them together to worship the gods of Babylon, but they would go home to tell the story of the Most High God! Many must have given praise to the God whom Nebuchadnezzar had tried to defy.

Daniel 3:28-30 — Nebuchadnezzar’s Decree

Now we find a commendable reaction by King Nebuchadnezzar. He did not try to claim that there was any trickery used to protect the three Jews when they were thrown into the furnace. His first statement was, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God” (Daniel 3:28).

Nebuchadnezzar described the fourth person in the furnace as “like a son of the gods” in Daniel 3:25 and as an “angel” sent by God in Daniel 3:28. Scripture tells of many occasions when God sent angels to protect and minister to His followers. (See Genesis 19; Psalm 91:11; Daniel 6:22; Acts 5:19.)

Nebuchadnezzar recognized God’s power in delivering the three young men, and granted that their God was superior to his. However, he did not have a personal experience with God, though he had been impressed with what he had seen. He continued to call Him “the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,” not acknowledging Him as his own God.

Once again, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are back in Nebuchadnezzar’s favor. The king said that anyone who spoke against their God would be severely punished, and then promoted these three men in the province of Babylon. Twice now they have been miraculously delivered; and twice they have been promoted! The Lord Jesus Christ is able to take care of His own in the world.

If you have asked the Lord Jesus Christ to use you as a witness to His grace (God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense), don’t think it strange if He sends trials to mold and prepare you for such work. The three friends of Daniel in Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace were not hurt by its flames They lost only their bonds! They emerged from their ordeal as heroes of faith. They brought added glory to God and were promoted to higher service. You too can find in your present extremity many God-given opportunities. Remember, the Lord often chooses His best workers in the crucible of affliction. “Suffering is the fire by which radiant saints are fashioned and through which God’s glory blazes”—Corzine.

Study Questions
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Before you begin each day:

Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

Use only the Bible for your answers.

Write down your answers and the verses you used.

Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Daniel 3.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Daniel 3, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place.  Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Daniel 4, concentrating on verses 1-3.

1.
Who is writing this section, and to whom is he addressing his words? (Daniel 4:1)

2.
Why is he writing to these people? (Daniel 4:2)

3.
What does he say about the Most High God? (Daniel 4:3)

4.
Challenge: The king realized that his kingdom would only last a limited time, but that God’s kingdom is different. How will God’s eternal kingdom finally triumph on this earth according to the following verses?

Psalm 145:13

Isaiah 9:6-7

Revelation 11:15

5.
Personal: Nebuchadnezzar was sharing what God had done for him. If you were to write to someone to tell him or her about what God has done for you, what would you write? Think of someone that needs to hear about God. How could you share your testimony with them?

Third Day: Review Daniel 4, concentrating on verses 4-18.
1.
Where was the king and what alarmed him? (Daniel 4:4-5)

2.
Whom did he call for help? Who were the first to arrive? Were they successful? (Daniel 4:6-7)

3.
Who finally arrived before the king? What did the king say was unique about this person? (Daniel 4:8)

4.
Challenge: Summarize the dream that King Nebuchadnezzar told to Daniel in Daniel 4:10-17.

5.
Did the king have confidence that Daniel could interpret the dream? Why did he believe this? (Daniel 4:18)

6.
a. The king saw evidence of God’s power through Daniel’s life, so he asked Daniel to do something “impossible.” People who see God’s power in your life may also come to you with questions or demands that you cannot answer in your own power. What promises do you find in these verses?


Exodus 4:10-12


Luke 12:11-12

b.
Personal: Do you have confidence that God will do this for you when the situation arises? Why not pray about this now? Just tell him you are willing to speak out for Him if He will teach you what to say.

Fourth Day: Review Daniel 4, concentrating on verses 19-27.

1.
What was Daniel’s reaction to what the king told him about his dream? (Daniel 4:19)

2.
How did Daniel interpret the dream for the king? (Daniel 4:22,25-26)

3.
What advice did Daniel give the king after interpreting the dream? (Daniel 4:27)

4.
At the king’s request, Daniel courageously told him exactly what the dream meant, even though it was not the kind of prediction the king wished to hear. Then he continued by telling the king exactly what he should do to keep the events of the dream from coming to pass. We also are to tell the truth in love and show others the true way of hope through faith in the Lord. What do the following verses say about this?

Ephesians 4:15

2 Corinthians 4:2

5.
Personal: If someone were to come to you and ask your advice or opinion about their life and future, would you have the courage to tell the truth that God wants them to hear? Why not pray about this now?

Fifth Day: Review Daniel 4, concentrating on verses 28-33.

1.
a.
How much time passed before God’s judgment on the king was carried out? (Daniel 4:29)

b.
In 2 Peter 3, Peter talks about the promised “the day of the Lord,” when Jesus will return and bring final judgment against all evil. What does Peter say in verse 9 about God’s desire for every person?

2.
What did the king say as he surveyed his surroundings? (Daniel 4:30)

3.
Challenge: Compare the king’s words in Daniel 4:30 with Daniel’s words in Daniel 4:26-27. What did the king’s words indicate?

4.
What did a voice from heaven say to the king, which fulfilled Daniel’s interpretation of the king’s dream?

5.
How soon and in what way was this decree fulfilled? (Daniel 4:33)

6.
Personal: Just as 2 Peter 3:9 says, God doesn’t want any person to die in their sin, but rather to turn to Him, repent and live. Have you received this wonderful gift of life through faith in Jesus Christ? If you have, who is there around you that needs to hear about this free gift? How will you share it with them?

Sixth Day: Review Daniel 4, concentrating on verses 34-37.

1.
What action caused Nebuchadnezzar’s sanity to be restored? (Daniel 4:34a)

2.
What did the king do after his sanity returned to him? (Daniel 4:34b)

3.
How did Nebuchanezzar describe God? (Daniel 4:34c-35)

4.
Challenge: From our human viewpoint, the actions of rulers and governments seem powerful and unchangeable. But seeing these things from God’s perspective changes everything. How do the following Scripture passages clarify your perspective?

Isaiah 40:22-24

Psalm 33:10-11

Proverbs 21:30

Romans 11:33-36

5.
a.
What happened to Nebuchadnezzar after his sanity was restored? (Daniel 4:36)

b.
What was the king’s new outlook after this? (Daniel 4:37)

6.
Personal: After reading the above passages, how has your perspective changed as you view the events of the world around you? Will this change how you live your life? In what way?
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Daniel 4:1-7 — Nebuchadnezzar’s Fear

The testimony of Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4:1-3 would chronologically fit in best at the conclusion of the chapter. For at the end of the chapter we find Nebuchadnezzar praising God and honoring the King of heaven. He had recognized the truth and justice of God. The first three verses of this chapter express Nebuchadnezzar’s conviction that Daniel’s God is the Most High God, the only God who gives mighty signs and wonders and whose kingdom is eternal. Nebuchadnezzar’s opening statement is actually an outgrowth of the experiences recorded in this chapter.

Nebuchadnezzar’s testimony is very personal as we see in Daniel 4:2, “It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that the Most High God has performed for me” (italics added). God is no longer only the God of the Hebrews. The king now testifies to God’s signs, wonders and dominion, which is a testimony of personal acknowledgment. He recognizes that God’s rule is above his rule and that God’s kingdom is above his kingdom. It appears that Nebuchadnezzar had an experience of real faith in the living Heavenly God.

Nebuchadnezzar now begins to recount the story that explains his change of heart. He starts the story by speaking of himself at rest in his palace, contented and prosperous. Everything was going fine for him, but then he had this fearful dream and it terrified him. According to custom he summoned all the wise men of Babylon to interpret the dream. All the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners, who arrived first, were unable to interpret it.

Daniel 4:8-19 — The Dream Revealed

When Daniel finally arrived at the court, he entered Nebuchadnezzar’s presence. Nebuchadnezzar had learned that the Most High God spoke through Daniel (see Daniel 2:46-48). Daniel had made it clear that God had revealed Nebuchadnezzar’s first dream to him. The Holy Spirit alone can reveal divine truth to the believer. The apostle Paul confirms this in 1 Corinthians 2:9-10, “However, as it is written: ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him’— but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.”

Now the king began to tell Daniel the dream he had while lying on his bed in his palace. In his dream, he saw an enormous tree that was visible to the ends of the earth. On it were beautiful leaves and abundant fruit, which provided food and shelter for both animals and birds. Then he saw a messenger called a “a holy one” (Daniel 4:13) who came down from heaven and called for the tree to be cut down and destroyed except for its stump and roots. The stump and roots were to be bound with iron and bronze and left in the field. In Daniel 4:15-16 the stump was spoken of with personal pronouns, which indicated that it symbolized a human being. The messenger said this man’s mind would be changed from that of a man to that of a beast—indicating insanity—which would continue while “seven times” passed by. At the close of the dream, the dream’s purpose was stated—it was to show all people that “the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes and sets over them the lowliest of men” (Daniel 4:17). Nebuchadnezzar then asked Daniel to give the interpretation of his dream.

At first Daniel was silent as he realized how ominous this dream was. He wished the dream might apply to Nebuchadnezzar’s enemies rather than for the king. When the king saw how shocked Daniel was, he was very kind and said to him, “Do not let the dream or its meaning alarm you” (Daniel 4:19). We can sense in Nebuchadnezzar at this moment a tender heart toward Daniel, the one man he probably thought he could trust among all of his wise men. Daniel, for his part, truly cared about King Nebuchadnezzar. Though he may have wished to avoid giving bad news to the king, Daniel cared enough about him to give the true interpretation, in hope that it might help the king come to true faith in the God of heaven.

While we may not have direct personal contact with our government leaders, Christians are commanded to pray for all who are in authority. The apostle Paul wrote to his young friend, Timothy, “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time” (1 Timothy 2:1-6).

Tragically, many of us fail to pray for our local and national government leaders, as well as for all in authority around this world. We don’t find it difficult to spend time criticizing what we feel is wrong, yet we aren’t willing to make time to pray about the very same issues and the people concerned with them! Christians should pray daily for all those in public office. If you hang your head in shame because of some of the things your government stands for and is doing, wouldn’t it be better to bow your head and ask God to help your leaders?

We need to recognize that God instituted government for the well-being and welfare of mankind. When there is unrighteousness and injustice in government, the believer has the responsibility to speak out. Yet first of all, it is essential that he pray and ask God’s wisdom and guidance. Secondly, there is no excuse for the Christian to criticize anything until he has full discernment and knowledge of the problem. This means that the Christian must be willing to become informed through every avenue available to him concerning any issue which he wishes to speak about. Then he may be used by God to bring about change! Or at least he has tried to do so in a manner that is pleasing to God.

Daniel 4:20-27 — The Dream Interpreted

Daniel interpreted the king’s dream truthfully, even though it predicted serious trouble for Nebuchadnezzar. He first made it clear that the great tree represented Nebuchadnezzar and his kingdom, which had grown great, with people all over his empire depending on him for their sustenance. Then Daniel said the cutting down of the tree represented a time of trouble for the king—he would become insane and be driven away from people to live with the wild animals—and this condition would continue until “seven times” had passed by. After this the king would “acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes” (Daniel 4:25). Daniel gave a word of hope for the king by telling him that the continuance of the stump in the field meant that Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom would be restored to him when he acknowledged that “Heaven rules” (Daniel 4:26). Finally, Daniel finished with kind and loving advice to the king to renounce his sins and be kind to the oppressed. He said that perhaps if Nebuchadnezzar did this, God would show him mercy and reduce the degree of discipline that the dream had foretold.

We may think God’s warning to Nebuchadnezzar does not apply to us. After all, we are not kings of a vast empire. But listen to the words of Abraham Lincoln, written to people of America in 1863, “We have grown in numbers, wealth and power, as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own.”

Both God’s warning to Nebuchadnezzar and the proclamation by Lincoln are as instructive for us today as for any person in the past. In any era it is necessary for us to humble ourselves, to confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness. God tells us, “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).

Daniel 4:28-33 — Punishment for Pride

Nebuchadnezzar thought of himself as the master of his kingdom, and in his pride he was unresponsive to the needs of the oppressed people of his kingdom, showing no kindness to them. He needed to be humbled. He needed to realize that the God of heaven was in final charge over all the earth’s kingdoms including his own.

The king did not repent of his pride. Twelve months after he had the dream, as he was walking on the roof of his royal palace, a voice from heaven said to him—“This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you. You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes” (Daniel 4:31-32). As soon as these words were spoken, they were fulfilled and Nebuchadnezzar was driven away from people—“His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird” (Daniel 4:33).

Daniel 4:34-37 — Repentance and Recovery
Finally at the end of the set time, Nebuchadnezzar was given enough rationality by God to lift his eyes to heaven and voice a prayer of humility in Daniel 4:34-35. He was restored as ruler of his kingdom and he became even greater than before.

The king praised God in the last verse of the chapter, which ties in with his opening statement in Daniel 4:1-3. His words give the reason for the record of this whole account of his life: “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble” (Daniel 4:37).

God hates all pride, whether it be a Christian’s attitude or the defiance of an unbeliever. If you are a Christian, look into your heart and ask God to show you any area where there is pride. Ask Him for a humble and contrite spirit. The apostle James teaches, “Scripture says: ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble’… Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up” (James 4:6,10).

If you have not received the Lord Jesus Christ and proudly say that you do not need Him, stop and think. You may stubbornly resist God, but you can never escape Him! Someday you will be forced to acknowledge Him as your judge: “He summons the heavens above, and the earth, that he may judge his people… And the heavens proclaim his righteousness, for God himself is judge” (Psalm 50:4,6). Ecclesiastes 12:14 promises, “For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.” How much better to believe and receive Him now!

Won’t you believe on Jesus Christ and then walk humbly with your God? Those who truly know God must be humble; those who know themselves cannot be proud!

Study Questions
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Before you begin each day:

Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

Use only the Bible for your answers.

Write down your answers and the verses you used.

Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Daniel 4.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Daniel 4, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place.  Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Daniel 5, concentrating on verses 1-4.

1.
Time passed, and a new king came to the throne. What event did the new king of Babylon give and how many people attended? (Daniel 5:1)

2.
What did Belshazzar give orders about during the feast? (Daniel 5:2a)

3.
What did the king wish to do with these items? (Daniel 5:2b-3)

4.
a.
What did they do as they drank the wine from these items? (Daniel 5:4)

b.
Challenge: What do the following verses tell you about such gods?


Habakkuk 2:18-20


Acts 17:29

5.
King Belshazzar showed just how little he regarded the God of Israel. Although he was a successor of Nebuchadnezzar, he apparently had not learned from Nebuchadnezzar’s experience with the God of Heaven. Belshazzar celebrated his riches and power with a total disregard for the God to whom the sacred vessels were dedicated. Read Luke 12:16-21. What does Jesus say will happen to those who refuse to acknowledge God and His Lordship?

6.
Personal: Do you live as if you acknowledge God as Lord of your life? If not, how do you think your life would change if you did this?

Third Day: Review Daniel 5, concentrating on verses 5-9.

1.
What happened in Daniel 5:5?

2.
How did the king feel in Daniel 5:6? Have you ever felt like this, perhaps after an accident, or as you stood on the edge of a high cliff, or entered a deep dark cave?

3.
a.
Whom did the king call and what did he want them to do? (Daniel 5:7:a)

b.
What did he promise the one who could interpret the writing? (Daniel 5:7b)

4.
a.
Were these men able to interpret the writing? (Daniel 5:8)

b.
What was the reaction of the king and his nobles to this development? (Daniel 5:9)

5.
a.
In the midst of the king’s celebration, the hand of judgment appeared “suddenly,” and the king was terrified. Every person will face God’s judgment, whether soon or when Jesus returns to earth in the future. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:2-3. How does this describe His return?

b.
As believers we do not need to fear Jesus’ return in judgment. What does 1 Thessalonians 5:4-5,8-9 say about this?

6.
Personal: How would you feel if Jesus returned to judge the earth today? Have you received salvation through Him? Read John 3:16-17.

Fourth Day: Review Daniel 5, concentrating on verses 10-17.

1.
Who came into the banquet hall and what did she say? (Daniel 5:10)

2.
How did she describe Daniel? (Daniel 5:11-12)

3.
After calling Daniel, what did the king promise him if he could interpret the writing? (Daniel 5:16)

4.
What did Daniel reply to the king? (Daniel 5:17)

5.
Challenge: Read Genesis 14:14-23, and write down verses 22-23. Then read 2 Kings 5:1-16, and write down verse 16. How do these passages help you understand why Daniel refused to accept the king’s gifts in return for his interpretation?

6.
Personal: Just as Abram refused to become obligated to anyone but God, and Elisha did not seek monetary gain for proclaiming the word of the Lord, Daniel also did not wish the king to think he was interpreting the writing in return for a reward. God wants every believer to serve others without thought of what we might receive in return. If you lived by this principle, how would it change your attitude and actions in the particular circumstances of your life? If you find it hard to serve without thought of return, why not pray about it now?

Fifth Day: Review Daniel 5, concentrating on verses 18-24.

1.
Of what does Daniel remind Belshazzar in Daniel 5:18-21?

2.
Did Belshazzar learn anything from Nebuchadnezzar’s experience? (Daniel 5:22)

3.
What had Belshazzar done instead? (Daniel 5:23)

4.
Challenge: Belshazzar had heard the truth about the God of heaven from Nebuchadnezzar. Yet he still chose to set himself up against God. Read Romans 1:18-23. How does the apostle Paul describe the inevitable chain of events for unbelievers such as Belshazzar in verses 21-23?

5.
Daniel told Belshazzar that God “holds in his hand your life and all your ways” (Daniel 5:23). What do you learn about this in the following verses?

Genesis 2:7

Job 34:14-15

Psalm 104:29

6.
Personal: Do you daily realize and acknowledge that God holds your life and all your ways in His hand? How does this change your attitude and outlook on life?

Sixth Day: Review Daniel 5, concentrating on verses 25-31.

1.
What words were written on the wall, and what did each word mean? (Daniel 5:25-28)

2.
What happened to Daniel in Daniel 5:29?

3.
When and how were the words of the inscription fulfilled? (Daniel 5:30-31)

4.
Challenge: We can know that whatever God says will happen, will take place. What do you learn about this in the following verses?

Proverbs 19:21

Isaiah 14:24

Isaiah 46:10

5.
Personal: Do you know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord? Do you believe that what He says will take place? Read John 10:24-29. What wonderful promise do you find in verses 28-29?
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So who were these Babylonian kings, Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar, and how much time had passed between Daniel chapters 4 and 5? Daniel 5:2 refers to Nebuchadnezzar as Belshazzar’s “father,” but the Aramaic term could also mean “grandson” or “descendant” or even “successor.”
 Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 b.c. and his son, Evil-Merodach, succeeded him to the throne (see 2 Kings 25:27). Just two years later, Nergal-sharezer seized the throne through a coup d’etat, which resulted in the assassination of Evil-Merodach. In 556 b.c Nergal-sharezer was succeeded by his young son, who reigned only a few months before he was overthrown by Nabonidus, the last king of Babylon. Nabonidus spent most of his reign away from the kingdom on foreign expeditions, leaving his son, Belshazzar, behind to rule the empire in his place as co-regent. Nabonidus and Belshazzar co-ruled from 553 b.c. until 539 b.c. when Cyrus captured Babylon for the Medo-Persian Empire.

Since King Nabonidus traveled in foreign countries most of the time, he was not in Babylon at the time the event in Daniel chapter 5 occurred. Though he is not mentioned in the Bible, his existence is implied by one of the rewards that Belshazzar bestowed on Daniel for interpreting the miraculous writing—Belshazzar made Daniel “third highest ruler” in the kingdom Daniel 5:29, implying that Belshazzar himself was second, just below his father, Nabonidus.

Daniel 5:1-4 — The Feast of Belshazzar

As Daniel chapter 5 opens, Belshazzar was in Babylon, feeling secure and indulging in a great banquet with a thousand of his nobles. It is difficult to understand his arrogance in putting on a lavish feast when the armies of Persia were in full view of the city! Historians say that Cyrus, who was now with his army besieging Babylon, knew of Belshazzar’s feast. Cyrus assumed that the Babylonians would be off their guard, buried in sleep and wine, so he took this opportunity to attack and conquer the city. 

Belshazzar was already drinking wine in Daniel 5:2 when he made the foolish decision to bring in sacred vessels from the temple in Jerusalem to be used for this purpose. Nebuchadnezzar had taken these gold and silver goblets from the Jewish temple but he had never dishonored them. He had actually placed them in the treasure-house of the temple of his god (see Daniel 1:2). Belshazzar’s actions, in contrast, were sacrilegious even by Babylonian standards. The wine he had drunk apparently dulled his sense of propriety and judgment.

Belshazzar probably felt that such valuable drinking containers would add to the luster of his grand occasion. He also may have wished to dishonor the God of Judah by doing this, as we see in his actions in Daniel 5:4, “As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone.” Belshazzar, knowing of Nebuchadnezzar’s earlier humiliation before the God of Judah, may have determined not to be intimidated by this foreign God. Perhaps he was demonstrating open defiance in this manner to the God of Judah.

The king appeared to have everything he could ever want—power, wealth, and glory—and it was all in full view at this lavish banquet. Yet the Bible warns us about such wicked men and tells us their fate. Suppose you were at a county fair and you saw a hog, which had won all sorts of prizes. It had blue ribbons, shiny medals and a beautiful garland of green adorning its neck. Would you envy any of those virtually worthless trinkets or the momentary acclaim the animal has been given? Not if you pause long enough to realize that it has simply been fattened up to be led off to the butcher! This is the way it is with those who do not acknowledge God as Lord.

Solomon wrote, “Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of the wicked, for the evil man has no future hope, and the lamp of the wicked will be snuffed out” (Proverbs 24:19-20). Likewise David said, “Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of those who do wrong; for like the grass they will soon wither, like green plants they will soon die away” (Psalm 37:1-2). Some of the wicked may be extremely prosperous, others only moderately so. The degree of wickedness makes absolutely no difference—they will all wither under God’s judgment. For the Bible reminds us, “Whoever does not believe stands condemned already” (John 3:18).

Daniel 5:5-8 — The Miraculous Writing

Up until this point the dazzling magnificence of the royal banquet had been almost indescribable. Luxurious tapestries probably hung upon the walls. The guests arrived in gorgeous apparel. There were sparkling wines and costly foods, soft lights and sweet music. It all combined to make a pageant to delight the eyes and hearts of the people.

Suddenly, in the midst of the drunken orgy, God directly intervened. He did not speak by dream or vision. The fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote a message on the wall! The effect upon the king was radical—“His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his knees knocked together and his legs gave way” (Daniel 5:6).

Although Belshazzar promised great rewards to whoever could interpret the message, none of his wise men—enchanters, astrologers and diviners—could tell him what it meant.

Daniel 5:9-12 — Daniel Is Summoned

The language written on the wall was unknown to everyone in the room. The king was now even more terrified, and the nobles were baffled. There must have been a crescendo of noise as everyone excitedly discussed the writing and what it meant. Daniel 5:10 says, “The queen, hearing the voices of the king and his nobles, came into the banquet hall.” Since Belshazzar’s wives were already at the banquet (see Daniel 5:2), the queen who entered the banquet hall may have been the queen-mother, possibly the wife or daughter of Nebuchadnezzar, a lady who would receive deep respect.
 

Because the queen referred to Daniel by the introductory phrase “there is a man,” it is evident that Daniel no longer held his former high position as chief of the wise men. This is understandable as we realize that Daniel had served several kings since Nebuchadnezzar. He had been in some type of active service to King Belshazzar a decade earlier (see Daniel 8:1,27), but had perhaps retired from court since then. Remember that Daniel was probably over eighty years old by now!

The queen referred to Daniel as a man who “the spirit of the holy gods in him” (Daniel 5:11). Almost a quarter of a century had passed since the days of Nebuchadnezzar and during this interval Daniel had been retired and set aside. Yet the queen had every confidence that Daniel would be able to interpret the writings. We can hope that she had come to the knowledge of the living, true God.

Daniel 5:13-24 — Daniel Preaches to the King

Although Daniel was no longer active in royal service, the present emergency forced the king to call him from retirement. Belshazzar told Daniel of the failure of his wise men and how he had heard that Daniel could give interpretations and solve difficult problems.

The king asked haughtily, “Are you Daniel, one of the exiles my father the king brought from Judah?” (Daniel 5:13), identifying Daniel as both a Jew and a captive. He told Daniel that he had heard of him, “that the spirit of the gods” was in him, and that he had “insight, intelligence and outstanding wisdom” (Daniel 5:14). Belshazzar promised the same rewards to Daniel if he could interpret the writing on the wall that he had promised the other wise men. Daniel, speaking with both courtesy and courage, refused the king’s rewards to show his integrity and to place himself in a better position to denounce the king. He refused to become obligated to anyone but the Lord.

This can be a lesson to us! Our actions should not be motivated by the gifts and rewards that this world can give. There are better gifts that we have our eyes and hearts upon. Let us be helpful in the world—do it all the real service we can—and then trust God for His gifts and His rewards, which are far greater in comparison to all those that the world can give! Jesus tells us, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:19-21).

In Daniel 5:18-24, Daniel preached a pointed and powerful sermon to Belshazzar. He pointed out that God Himself had given the kingdom to Nebuchadnezzar, and that when he had become hardened with pride, God humbled him through a tragic episode. Although Belshazzar knew of his predecessor’s insanity, he had not profited from Nebuchadnezzar’s experience. By the profane use of the holy vessels from the Temple in Jerusalem, Belshazzar had mocked God and insulted Him. Knowing the truth of God, he had rejected it. Daniel concluded his sermon by stating that the God whom Belshazzar had dishonored was the One who sent the hand that wrote the inscription.

Daniel 5:25-29 — The Interpretation

Daniel read, translated, and then interpreted the handwriting. Someone has said that the reason that Daniel had no difficulty in reading it was that he knew his Father’s handwriting. “Mene” may be translated numbered, “Tekel” may be translated weighed, and “Peres” may be translated divided.
 Daniel said God had numbered the days of Belshazzar’s reign and brought it to an end. The king had been weighed on the scales and didn’t measure up. The kingdom was to be divided and given to the Medes and Persians.

God weighs every person: “Do not keep talking so proudly or let your mouth speak such arrogance, for the Lord is a God who knows, and by him deeds are weighed” (1 Samuel 2:3). Measured in the light of God’s standards, we are all deficient. The Bible’s teaching is clears: if nations and individuals persist in their selfish, sinful, God-denying ways, a fearful fate awaits them. King Belshazzar and his nobles were completely unaware of the imminent tragedy and disaster. One moment they were feasting and drinking as if they had forever to enjoy their kingdom. But “that very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain” (Daniel 5:30).

The drift of societies to destruction is so imperceptible that they are at the brink before they know it. “It can’t happen here” is the prelude to inevitable disaster. The breakdown of moral standards, sexual promiscuity, blatant lawlessness and drug abuse can bring the most proud and powerful nations to their knees in defeat and tragedy. People do not consciously choose to allow their nation to plunge over into the abyss. They edge toward the precipice little by little, ignoring God and His righteous demands. Until they are already falling they aren’t even aware of the danger. The final disaster always seems like a sudden unexpected affair. Until the very last moment they are feasting without an awareness that the enemy stands at the gate. The story of King Belshazzar shows us that military might does not bring safety and that there is not as much time as we think!

Although we may not be able to turn the tide of our nation’s ways, we are each accountable for our own personal response to God. The message of the Bible is: “Now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2, italics added). Now is the time to get right with God!

The apostle Peter tells us how we can receive salvation after we have realized our need: “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God” (1 Peter 1:18-21).

We have all been weighed in the balances and found wanting (see Romans 3:23). Will you receive by faith the forgiveness for sin God freely offers and for which He has fully paid?

Daniel 5:30-31 — The Fall of Babylon

At the very time of the banquet, the Medes and Persians were marching underneath the walls of Babylon where the river had flowed. They had diverted the river’s flow! While most of the Babylonians were in bed, the river had left its bed to make room for thousands of marching feet. The Greek historian, Herodotus, describes how the Persians diverted the River Euphrates into a canal upriver so that the water level dropped “to the height of the middle of a man’s thigh,” which thus rendered the Babylonian defenses useless and enabled the invaders to march through the river bed to enter by night.
 Belshazzar was slain and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom.

Bible scholars have differing views on the identity of Darius the Mede. Some believe that this is just another name for Cyrus the Great of Persia—his throne name in Babylon. Cyrus was married to a Mede, and he himself had Mede blood. Another view is that Darius the Mede was Gubaru, the historical general known to have actually led the army that captured Babylon. It is possible that Cyrus would have rewarded Gubaru with a regional governorship for capturing the capital of the Babylonian Empire and virtually ending the war.

As we study this event, we can see how God’s hand guided the many writers and prophets of the Bible. Long before Daniel’s time, the prophet Jeremiah prophesied many details about the siege and fall of Babylon to the Medes and Persians (see Jeremiah 50-51). In this event God also began to fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy regarding Cyrus (see Isaiah 44:24-28; 45:1-13). In addition, this conquest began to fulfill the dream that God had given Nebuchadnezzar and that Daniel had interpreted (see Daniel 2:31-45).

The account of the fall of Babylon has been found in four separate historical sources—those by Greeks Herodotus and Xenophon of the fifth and fourth centuries b.c. respectively, and in the cuneiform records of both Nabonidus and Cyrus. Thus history proves the Bible to be true.

From Daniel’s time until today, many governments have risen and fallen, as did Belshazzar’s kingdom. Today’s news always seems to include political struggles, rebellions, wars and unrest around the world. We can look forward with hope and expectation to the future day when, “The God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure for ever” (Daniel 2:44). This is the kingdom over which the Lord Jesus Christ will rule. It will be a kingdom of righteousness, peace and joy. How wonderful it is to be a Christian and realize that God is in control of world affairs and will one day set up the perfect kingdom on earth! Do you have peace and joy from the Lord Jesus Christ as you look forward to that day?

Study Questions
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Before you begin each day:

Pray and ask God to speak to you through His Holy Spirit.

Use only the Bible for your answers.

Write down your answers and the verses you used.

Answer the “Challenge” questions if you have the time and want to do them.

Share your answers to the “Personal” questions with the class only if you want to share them.

First Day: Read the Commentary on Daniel 5.

1.
What meaningful or new thought did you find in the commentary on Daniel 5, or from your teacher’s lecture? What personal application did you choose to apply to your life?

2.
Look for a verse in the lesson to memorize this week. Write it down, carry it with you, or post it in a prominent place.  Make a real effort to learn the verse and its “address” (reference of where it is found in the Bible).

Second Day: Read Daniel 6, concentrating on verses 1-3.

1.
How did Darius organize the government of Babylon after he assumed power, and what position was Daniel given? (Daniel 6:1-2)

2.
Challenge: What was unusual about Daniel being given this new high position in the Medo-Persian Empire? Review Daniel 1:18-21; 2:46-49; 5:17,29-31.

3.
What do you learn about Daniel in Daniel 6:3?

4.
Challenge: Read Genesis 41:14-41. How was Joseph’s promotion similar to the one the king planned for Daniel? To whom did Joseph give credit for his discernment and wisdom? (Genesis 41:16)

5.
Daniel and Joseph were not exceptional civil servants because they were geniuses or political experts. God will work through any believer who allows Him to be Lord of his or her life. How can we do this according to the following verses?

Psalm 1:1-3

Psalm 111:10

James 1:22-25

6.
Personal: Daniel honored and served God while still a lowly captive, never knowing the earthly honor he would receive from kings. God wants to work through you, too, in whatever situation you find yourself. After reading the verses in question 5, how can you prepare yourself to be used by Him? Why not pray about this now?

Third Day: Review Daniel 6, concentrating on verses 4-9.

1.
a.
When the other two administrators and the satraps learned that the king planned to set Daniel over the whole kingdom, what did they try to do? (Daniel 6:4a)

b.
Were they successful? Why? (Daniel 6:4b)

2.
What was their conclusion? (Daniel 6:5)

3.
a.
What plan did they present to the king? (Daniel 6:6-7)

b.
These men lied when they said that “all” the administrators agreed that the king should issue the edict. Which administrator was not even aware of the proposed decree?

4.
a.
What important fact do you learn in Daniel 6:8 about written decrees of the Medes and Persians?

b.
How did King Darius respond to the deceptive flattery of the administrators and satraps? (Daniel 6:9)

5.
The world will always work against a believer who stands out for God. The person who is upright, who cannot be corrupted, will eventually draw the anger and persecution of those who are corrupt and deceitful. Read John 15:18-19 and 16:33. How did Jesus warn us about this, and how does He encourage us?

6.
Personal: Have you experienced rejection or persecution because you are a follower of Jesus Christ? Perhaps you are facing this right now. Read Psalm 5:11-12. How does this encourage you?

Fourth Day: Review Daniel 6, concentrating on verses 10-14.
1.
a.
Where had Daniel always prayed and how often did he pray? (Daniel 6:10)

b.
Did the decree King Darius signed stop Daniel’s prayer to God?

2.
Challenge: Second Chronicles 6:13 tells us that after King Solomon finished building the Temple in Jerusalem—hundreds of years before Daniel’s time—he “knelt down before the whole assembly of Israel and spread out his hands towards heaven.” Read verses 36-39, part of his prayer of dedication to the Lord. From these verses, why do you think Daniel prayed in the way he did?

3.
What did the other two administrators and the satraps do after the king issued the decree? (Daniel 6:11)

4.
a.
Like tattling children, to whom did they go to and what did they tell this person about Daniel? (Daniel 6:12-13)

b.
How did they try to belittle Daniel to the king? (Daniel 6:13)

5.
What was the king’s response to their report? (Daniel 6:14)

6.
Personal: Even under the threat of a horrifying death, Daniel continued praying to God for all to see. We too have the privilege of going to God in prayer, not only three times a day, but whenever we have a need or a desire to speak with Him. How do you take advantage of this great privilege?

Fifth Day: Review Daniel 6, concentrating on verses 15-23.
1.
a.
When the king delayed Daniel’s punishment, what did Daniel’s accusers do? (Daniel 6:15)

b.
What was the king then forced to do? (Daniel 6:16a)

2.
a.
What did the king say to Daniel? (Daniel 6:16b) 

b.
Personal: From the king’s words, we see that Daniel had not let Darius’ high position stop him from sharing his faith in the Heavenly Father. Do you have excuses you use when the Holy Spirit provides opportunities for you to speak out about your faith? What are ways you can share or have already shared your faith with:


a child:


a neighbor:


a business associate:


a relative:


a stranger:

3.
a.
How was Daniel enclosed in the lions’ den? (Daniel 6:17)

b.
How did the king spend the night while Daniel was in the lions’ den? (Daniel 6:18-19)

4.
a.
What did the king call out to Daniel in the morning? (Daniel 6:20)

b.
How did Daniel respond? (Daniel 6:21-22)

c.
 God was a shield and defender to Daniel in the lions’ den. He sent His angel to defend Daniel. What does Hebrews 1:14 say about angels?

5.
a.
When they brought Daniel out how did he appear? (Daniel 6:23a)

b.
Why had he been kept safe through the night? (Daniel 6:23b)

6.
Personal: God chose to protect Daniel from the lions. However we know that many times believers suffer, become ill, or are persecuted and even killed for their faith. Read Romans 8:35-39 and 2 Corinthians 4:17-18. How do these passages help you if you face illness, suffering or persecution?

Sixth Day: Review Daniel 6, concentrating on verses 24-28.
1.
What order did the king give concerning the men who had accused Daniel? (Daniel 6:24)

2.
Personal: Who else had to suffer as a result of these men’s sin of jealousy and plotting against Daniel? Do you know a family, a spouse or a child that is suffering because of someone else’s sin? How can you minister Jesus’ love to them?

3.
What did King Darius do after seeing Daniel saved by His God? (Daniel 6:25-27)

4.
Challenge: Contrast this new decree the king issued with his previous decree (see Daniel 6:12a).

5.
What happened to Daniel according to Daniel 6:28?

6.
Review the verse in this lesson that you memorized this week. Write the verse and its address and keep it along with others you have learned in an accessible place so you can easily review your verses and grow in spiritual treasures.

Daniel Chapters 1-6 — Lesson 7
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Daniel chapter 6 concludes the strictly historical section of the book of Daniel. It tells of God’s miraculous deliverance of Daniel from the mouths of hungry lions. This is another illustration of the keeping power of God, and is a counterpart of chapter 3 where God preserved the three friends of Daniel in the blazing furnace.

The Babylonians were previously in control of the country, and now the Medes and the Persians control it. The exact length of time since the fall of Babylon cannot be determined, but at least a few months have elapsed. Amazingly enough, Daniel, who had held positions under the Babylonian kings, was included in the new regime established under King Darius!

And so this chapter begins with the Babylonian Empire—the head of gold in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (see Daniel 2:32)—having been removed from the number one spot as a world power. In its place the Medo-Persian Empire—represented by the arms of silver—ruled. Daniel bridged the gap between these two world powers by holding high positions in both. In the Babylonian Empire he held an office similar to what we would call a prime minister today. In the Medo-Persian Empire he was raised to perhaps his most important post since he had been reduced to obscurity during the last days of the Babylonian Empire. Darius placed him in a position of great power.

Daniel 6:1-9 — The Plot Against Daniel

Darius was a wise ruler and did not try to do all of the governing himself. He appointed one hundred and twenty satraps and three administrators over them to help him reign over the kingdom of Babylon. The administrators were like overseers and the satraps had to give an account to them.

Daniel had over fifty years of public service behind him, and was known for his integrity.  Because of this the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. Society today often does not feel that a person is useful in their old age. Yet when a person is totally committed to God and wants to be of service to Him, God will work through him or her. Daniel was a perfect example of this! Daniel lived a life of faithful commitment to God. This is why God could use him all throughout his life.

The other two administrators and at least some of the satraps under them wanted to find some grounds for charges against Daniel so that the king would have to punish him rather than elevate him over them all. But they could find no corruption in Daniel. He was trustworthy and had not committed any act to discredit himself. His life was above reproach. He was faithful and loyal to his office and to God.

Every believer will be at some time under the same pressures that Daniel faced. If you are a child of God you ought to live so that the charges that will inevitably be leveled against you will be a lie! You cannot keep people from talking about you or trying to blame you for things, but by the power of the Holy Spirit you can live so that they cannot find any fault in you. The Bible instructs us, “In everything you do, stay away from complaining and arguing, so that no one can speak a word of blame against you. You are to live clean, innocent lives as children of God in a dark world full of crooked and perverse people. Let your lives shine brightly before them” (Philippians 2:14-15 NLT).

These evil men made a plan to get rid of Daniel by taking advantage of Darius’ vanity. They decided on a course of action based on Daniel’s faithfulness to his God. This was really a compliment to Daniel as they were impressed by his religious faithfulness and believed that they could build a plot against him based upon it. They drafted an edict, gave it unanimous approval, and passed it on to the king that he might make it an official decree. The edict gave Darius the position of a god, for prayer could be offered only to him for the next thirty days. Anyone who disobeyed this law would be thrown into the lion’s den. These men lied when they said, “The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed” (Daniel 6:7), for obviously Daniel had not agreed and would never have agreed to such a decree.

King Darius displayed his vanity. He must have felt very flattered by this remarkable honor given to him and he foolishly signed the decree. According to the law of the Medes and Persians, any decree signed by the king could not be changed or repealed. If only he had waited he might have made some inquiry, which could have revealed the plot involved, but he acted impulsively.  We, too, are guilty of vanity if we think we can make wise decisions without pausing and consulting the Lord. Proverbs 3:5-7 tells us, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”

Daniel 6:10-15 — The Prayer of Daniel

Now we see one of Scripture’s outstanding examples of obedience to God as word came to Daniel about the decree. Boldly opening his windows he went ahead and prayed. He did not act in a cowardly and compromising manner. Notice that Daniel prayed facing Jerusalem. Hundreds of years earlier, when King Solomon finished building the Temple in Jerusalem, he gave a prayer of dedication. In his prayer, Solomon prophetically stated that God’s people would sin against Him and be taken into captivity. He prayed that if they would “turn back to you with all their heart and soul in the land of their captivity where they were taken, and pray towards the land that you gave their fathers, towards the city you have chosen and towards the temple that I have built for your Name; then from heaven, your dwelling-place, hear their prayer and their pleas, and uphold their cause. And forgive your people, who have sinned against you” (2 Chronicles 6:38-39, italics added). Today, rather than focusing our worship and prayer on Jerusalem, Jesus instructs His followers to worship “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24, see also verses 21-23). No earthly place is preferred above another.

Daniel knelt and prayed by his window three times a day as he had always done. To have maintained a heavy schedule of governmental responsibilities and still continued this remarkable discipline of prayer time showed just how much Daniel loved his Lord. Now he continued this schedule even in the face of danger. Prayer should rise spontaneously from our hearts at any moment of need, but it is also a good practice for us to take a certain time during each day to pray. It is such a great privilege to talk to God and Daniel exercised this privilege three times a day. 

King David also relied on regular prayer as he faced his many enemies: “But I call to God, and the Lord saves me. Evening, morning and noon I cry out in distress, and he hears my voice. He ransoms me unharmed from the battle waged against me, even though many oppose me. God, who is enthroned for ever, will hear them and afflict them—… men who never change their ways and have no fear of God” (Psalm 55:16-19).

The story is told of a little boy who became separated from his mother in New York City and was picked up by an officer who found him crying. The compassionate policeman took the little boy to the station to wait for his mother’s call. He assured him that if they had not located her by the time he went off duty at twelve o’clock, he would personally take the boy home. When the little boy stopped crying, he was ushered into the sergeant’s office. It was getting dark and they suggested that he should take a nap on their large leather couch. The little boy hesitated, so the sergeant said, “It’s all right, go and lie down. We will be taking you home shortly.” The boy did as he was told but seemed so restless that the officer asked him kindly, “What’s the matter?” The little boy asked, “Would you mind if I said my prayers as I do at home?” The officer replied, “Of course not,” although he was somewhat startled by the request. The boy kneeled down by the side of the couch and turning his little face heavenward offered his simple goodnight prayer. Then happy and content he jumped into his “bed away from home” and immediately went to sleep. The officers who had taken off their hats and bowed their heads while the little boy said his prayers were strangely silent. Some of them had tears trickling down their cheeks. This little boy had preached a powerful sermon concerning the influence of a Christian home where prayer is the regular order of the day. 

What is it like in your home? If you have children, are you training them to take time to talk to God each day? If you are a grandparent or a friend of a family with young children, you can assist in this process by sharing with them Christian books containing suggestions on family devotions. Through prayer, we enjoy the gift of God’s presence: “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10).

Daniel 6:11 tells us that the enemies of Daniel spied on him in order to find evidence with which to accuse him before the king. They no doubt knew his time schedule and made sure they were watching him the very first time he normally prayed following the signing of the decree by the king. After seeing Daniel pray, these men rushed to the king, reminding him of the decree which he had signed and accusing Daniel of violating this law. They identified Daniel as “one of the exiles from Judah” (Daniel 6:13), thus identifying him as a Jew. Perhaps they were prejudiced toward the Jews, or perhaps they were reminding the king that Daniel was a foreigner.

The king tried to get out of this vicious plot because he respected and loved Daniel. But the enemies of Daniel were quick to remind him that the law could not be changed. The king was actually a slave to his own law once it had gone into effect.

Daniel 6:16-17 — In the Lion’s Den

The king had to throw Daniel in the lions’ den—contrary to the king’s own wishes. Why did he keep lions, anyway? In that day, the animals were kept for the kings to chase in their parks and kill, symbolizing their royal power.
 This den was an underground area, which was either a natural cave or one that had been dug out of the earth. It had an opening at the top through which the prisoners were put in, and probably a side entrance through which the lions were let in and out.

According to custom the sentence had to be carried out before the end of the day on which the accusation was made, so Darius gave the order for Daniel to be thrown into the lions’ den. At that moment it would have been easy for Daniel to think that God had forgotten him. Years before, a similar experience had confronted his three friends when they faced the blazing furnace after refusing to fall down and worship the king. Now it was Daniel’s turn to suffer for being true to God, and we can assume that he faced the challenge with equal commitment and trust in God.

As believers, we are called to share in the suffering of Christ. The apostle Paul wrote, “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death” (Philippians 3:10, italics added). When Jesus suffered for us, how did He respond? The apostle Peter explains, “If you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps… When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly” (1 Peter 2:20-23).

Do you have the strength to suffer wrong without retaliation or threats as Daniel and then Jesus Christ did? Paul gives us the secret to this strength: “I can do everything through him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13). Whether it is some great wrong done to you, or some little offense that you meet in daily life, before you fix your thoughts in anger and retribution on the person who did it, first be still and remember that God allows you to come into this trouble so you will glorify Him in it. This trial, be it the greatest or least, is allowed by God and is His will concerning you. You must recognize and submit to God’s will in it. Then, with God’s peace, you will receive wisdom to know how to behave in it.

Daniel was faithful to God. He was a powerful witness as he was taken to the lions’ den. Amazingly the king himself was there and tried to console Daniel, whom he had sentenced. He told Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!” (Daniel 6:16). This amazing statement reveals that Daniel had witnessed to Darius concerning the true God. Daniel had not let Darius’ high position stop him from speaking about his faith in the living God.

Daniel was thrown to the hungry lions, and a stone cover was set in place and sealed with the signet rings of both the king and his nobles. The seal was made of wax or soft clay into which were pressed all the official rings. The seal indicated that the stone could not be moved without the permission of both the king and these lesser officials, insuring that no one could rescue Daniel during the night.

Daniel 6:18-23 — Daniel’s Preservation

In Daniel 6:18 we find out how the king felt about Daniel and how disturbed he was by the action he had been forced to take. We discover that he did not eat, he did not want any form of entertainment brought to him and he could not sleep that night. He must have felt very guilty for his part in this whole matter. As a result, as the first light of morning dawned he was dressed and on his way to the lions’ den. The Bible says, “When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, ‘Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?’” (Daniel 6:20). What an unusual situation! A king was standing very early in the morning calling down into a den of lions to the man he had sentenced, asking if the man’s God had somehow been able to save him, and hoping that it was true! 

Daniel gave a thrilling response to the question. He told the king that his God had sent an angel that had shut the lions’ mouths so that they didn’t hurt him. Daniel may have slept better in the lions’ den than the king had in his royal palace! God had protected Daniel just as He had protected Daniel’s three friends in the blazing furnace. They were untouched by the fire and Daniel was unhurt by any of the great beasts. Another parallel is that Daniel enjoyed the company of an angel during the night just as the three friends had enjoyed the presence of a heavenly messenger in the middle of the blazing furnace! Perhaps the angel who ministered to Daniel was the same one that Nebuchadnezzar had seen in the furnace, whom he said “looks like a son of the gods” (Daniel 3:25) and described as an angel sent by their God (see Daniel 3:28). Many Bible scholars believe these angelic visits in the Old Testament could have been the pre-incarnate Christ Jesus Himself. 

Jesus stands with every believer in the time of trouble, whether visible as an “angel” or not. The apostle Paul wrote, “But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s mouth” (2 Timothy 4:17). What “lions” are you facing today? Thank Jesus for His presence with you and rest in the strength and peace He provides.

The king gave the immediate order that Daniel be lifted out of the lions’ den. There was not even a scratch found upon him. Why? “Because he had trusted in his God” (Daniel 6:23). Daniel was saved by faith. The author of Hebrews referred to the prophet Daniel’s faith when he wrote, “I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions” (Hebrews 11:32-33, italics added). Daniel rested in God alone for deliverance. We, too, must rest in God alone for our deliverance.

Daniel 6:24-28 — The King’s Decree

In Daniel 6:24 the king ordered the men who had falsely accused Daniel, and their families, to be cast into the lions’ den and receive the death that had been intended for Daniel. Again, God’s principle had come true: “A man reaps what he sows” (Galatians 6:7). It is sad to think that the families of these men had to suffer, too, as a result of the sins of their husbands and fathers.

Today, there are many families who suffer as a result of the sins of a spouse or parent. Often innocent spouses and children suffer as a result of such things as divorce, drug and alcohol abuse, and many other social problems. There are many children who are beaten and actually killed by their parents. Other children suffer a lack of attention and guidance from fathers and mothers who focus on earning money for the sake of having more money to buy more things. Are you willing to look around and discover people who need your help and love? Will you take up this challenge in your life today?

Darius followed this incident by issuing a decree “to all the peoples, nations and men of every language throughout the land,” commanding that the people were to “fear and reverence the God of Daniel.” The decree continued, “For he is the living God and he endures for ever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end. He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions” (Daniel 6:25-27). Such a statement from a king whose background was paganism was most remarkable. He made these statements as an official edict for everyone in the land to read. Certainly we hope this suggests a change of heart on his part and we may hope that he had a genuine faith in Daniel’s God.

The last verse of Daniel 6 indicates that Daniel continued to prosper during Darius’ and Cyrus’ rule, which was simultaneous. It was King Cyrus who issued the decree permitting the Jews to return to their homes in Judah (see 2 Chronicles 36:22,23 and Ezra 1:1-4). Perhaps the lions’ den experience also influenced Cyrus’ life. We can hope that he, too, believed in the one true God.

Daniel had been one of the captives originally carried away from Judah to Babylon. He knew from the Scriptures that their captivity was God’s punishment for disobedience, and that it would last 70 years (see Daniel 9:2; Jeremiah 25:8-14). According to Daniel 10:1, Daniel was still alive in the third year of Cyrus’ reign, two years after Cyrus had issued the decree of permission to return. God gave Daniel the blessing of living to see the return of his people to their homeland, in fulfillment of God’s promise of restoration. The life of Daniel testifies to God’s faithfulness to those who love Him. May we ever remember to be faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ.

This is the end of the study on Daniel chapter 1-6. There are no questions for Lesson 7.
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�. Challenge questions are optional for those who want to dig deeper or write their personal opinion. The Personal questions are between the individual doing the study and God. Those answers may be shared in class only if the individual would like to.
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