
 Joy
 of LivingEnriching lives through the study of God’s Word

B  i  b  l  e    S  t  u  d  i  e  s

Joy of Living

2 Corinthians
A 12-Lesson Study Containing 

Weekly Commentary and Daily Study Questions

Commentary by

Anne Walls
Daily Study Questions by

Dottie Heseman

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.



2 Corinthians
A 12-Lesson Study Containing

Weekly Commentary

and

Daily Study Questions

Commentary by

Anne Walls

Daily Study Questions by

Dottie Heseman

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.



Published by Joy of Living Bible Studies
Printed in U.S.A.

For a free catalog please contact us at:

800-999-2703 or 805-650-0838
website: www.joyofliving.org
e-mail: info@joyofliving.org

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations in these lessons are from the Holy Bible, New International Version (North American Edition). 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.

Also quoted are:

The New American Standard Bible (NASB). Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, by The Lockman Foundation, 
A Corporation Not for Profit, La Habra, CA. All rights reserved.
The Holy Bible, New King James Version (NKJV). Copyright © 1982, by Thomas Nelson, Inc.
King James Version (KJV)

This study was formerly published in a looseleaf format, © 1996.

© Copyright 2004, Joy of Living Bible Studies, Inc., Ventura, CA. All rights reserved.

Any omission of credits or permissions granted is unintentional. The publisher requests documentation for future printings.

ISBN 1-932017-15-1
 978-1-932017-15-1

About Joy of Living
For over 45 years Joy of Living has been effectively establishing individuals around the world in the sound, basic study of God’s Word.

Evangelical and interdenominational, Joy of Living reaches across denominational and cultural barriers, enriching lives through the simple, pure 
truths of God’s inspired Word, the Bible.

Studies are flexible, suited for both formal and informal meetings, as well as for personal study. Each lesson contains historical background, 
commentary, and a week’s worth of personal application questions, leading readers to discover fresh insights into God’s Word. Courses covering 
many books in both the Old and New Testaments are available. Selected courses are also available in several foreign languages. Contact the 
Joy of Living office for details.

Joy of Living Bible Studies was founded by Doris W. Greig in 1971 and has grown to include classes in nearly every state in the Union and many 
foreign countries.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.



Table of Contents

About Joy of Living 2
How to Use Joy of Living Materials 4
Do You KNOW You Have Eternal Life? 4

Lesson 1
Commentary: Introduction 5
Questions: 2 Corinthians 1:1 — 2:4 9

Lesson 2
Commentary: 2 Corinthians 1:1 — 2:4 13
Questions: 2 Corinthians 2:5  — 3:18 17

Lesson 3
Commentary: 2 Corinthians 2:5  — 3:18 21
Questions: 2 Corinthians 4:1 — 5:10 25

Lesson 4
Commentary: 2 Corinthians 4:1 — 5:10 29
Questions: 2 Corinthians 5:10 — 6:10 33

Lesson 5
Commentary: 2 Corinthians 5:10 — 6:10 37
Questions: 2 Corinthians 6:11 —7:16 41

Lesson 6
Commentary: 2 Corinthians 6:11 —7:16 45
Questions: 2 Corinthians 8:1-24 49

Lesson 7
Commentary: 2 Corinthians 8:1-24 53
Questions: 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 57

Lesson 8
Commentary: 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 61
Questions: 2 Corinthians 10:1-18 65

Lesson 9
Commentary: 2 Corinthians 10:1-18 69
Questions: 2 Corinthians 11:1-33 73

Lesson 10
Commentary: 2 Corinthians 11:1-33 77
Questions: 2 Corinthians 12:1-21 81

Lesson 11
Commentary: 2 Corinthians 12:1-21 85
Questions: 2 Corinthians 13:1-14 89

Lesson 12
Commentary: 2 Corinthians 13:1-14 93

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.



4 Joy of Living Bible Studies

How to Use Joy of Living Materials 

This unique Bible study series may be used by people who know nothing about the Bible, as well as by more knowledgeable Christians. Each 
person is nurtured and discipled in God’s Word, and many develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as they study.

Joy of Living is based on the idea that each person needs to open the Bible and let God speak to them by His Holy Spirit, applying the Scrip-
ture’s message to their needs and opportunities, their family, church, job, community, and the world at large.

Only a Bible is needed for this study series. While commentaries may be helpful, it is not recommended that people consult them as they work 
through the daily study questions. It is most important to allow the Holy Spirit to lead them through the Bible passage and apply it to their hearts 
and lives. If desired, additional commentaries may be consulted after answering the questions on a particular passage.

The first lesson of a series includes an introduction to the study, plus the first week’s daily study questions. Some questions are simple, 
and some are deeper for those who are more advanced.1 The individual works through the Bible passages each day, praying and asking God’s 
guidance in applying the truth to their own life. (The next lesson will contain the commentary on the Bible passage being covered in the study 
questions.)

To Use in a Group Setting: 
After the daily personal study of the passage has been completed, the class gathers in a small group, where they pray together and discuss 

what they have written in response to the questions about the passage, clarifying problem areas and getting more insight into the passage. The 
small group/discussion leader helps the group focus on biblical truth, and not just on personal problems. The student is the only person who sees 
their own answers and shares only what they feel comfortable sharing.

After small groups meet for discussion and prayer, they often gather in a large group meeting where a teacher gives a brief lecture covering 
the essential teaching of the Bible passage that was studied during the prior week and discussed in the small groups. The teacher may clarify the 
passage and challenge class members to live a more committed daily life.

At home, the student begins the next lesson, which contains commentary notes on the prior week’s passage and questions on a new Scrip-
ture passage.

1. Challenge questions are optional for those who want to dig deeper or write their personal opinion. The Personal questions are between the individual doing the 
study and God. Those answers may be shared in class only if the individual would like to.

Do You KNOW You Have Eternal Life?

Your condition…
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)
But your iniquities (sins) have separated you from your God. (Isaiah 59:2)
For the wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23)

There is help…
For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. (1 Peter 3:18)
The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

What do I do?…
Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out. (Acts 3:19)
Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved. (Acts 16:31)

You CAN know…
He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:12-13)

If you would like to make the decision today to repent and trust Christ as your Savior, either for the first time or as a re-commitment of 
your life, you may want to pray a prayer similar to this one:

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner. Please forgive my sins. Thank You for dying on the cross for me, and for coming alive again. I ac-
cept Your gifts of forgiveness and eternal life. I place my life in Your hands. I want to be Yours forever. Thank you for loving me so much. 
In Your Name I pray. Amen.
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Introduction

“As a boy, he worked long hours in a factory in Naples. He yearned 
to be a singer. When ten years old, he took his first lesson in voice. ‘You 
can’t sing. You haven’t any voice at all. Your voice sounds like the 
wind in the shutters,’ said his teacher. The boy’s mother, however, had 
visions of greatness for her son. She believed that he had a talent to 
sing. She was very poor. Putting her arms around him, she encourag-
ingly said, ‘My boy, I’m going to make every sacrifice to pay for your 
voice lessons.’

“Her confidence in him and constant encouragement paid off! That 
boy became one of the world’s greatest singers [of his time]—Enrico 
Caruso! [1873-1921]

“Say It Now
“If you have a tender message,
Or a loving word to say,
Don’t wait till you forget it,
But whisper it today!
“The tender words unspoken,
The letter never sent,
The long-forgotten messages,
The wealth of love unspent.
“For these some hearts are breaking,
For these some loved ones wait,
Then give them what they’re needing
Before it is too late!”1

This book of 2 Corinthians is known as a book of encouragement. 
In response to the problems Paul had dealt with in 1 Corinthians, Titus 
had apparently been sent to Corinth by Paul to follow through with this 
situation. Now, having met in Macedonia, Titus had given Paul a mostly 
encouraging report. Because of this positive report, Paul couldn’t wait 
until his next visit to Corinth to compliment the Corinthians where it was 
justified, and to encourage them where it was needed. As we study 
prepare to be encouraged.

Paul the Apostle

Heroes are made, not born. Each generation has their heroes, 
from sports figures to statesmen. However, as that generation dies out, 

1. Walter B. Knight, Knight’s Treasury of 2,000 Illustrations (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Wm. B. Eerdsmans Publishing Co., 1963), p. 237.

the names of their heroes die also, with few exceptions. Not so for Paul, 
the great apostle to the Gentiles. Except for our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Paul’s name towers over all others in the history of Christianity.

Many things go into the making of a hero, but the top two quali-
ties of my own personal hero would be commitment and dedication. 
Most heroes do not set out to be heroes. They simply set a goal for 
themselves, and commit time and energy to developing their God-given 
talents and abilities. By focusing on the goal, prioritizing their time, and 
pressing ahead through sheer determination, many realize the attain-
ment of their goal and reach the pinnacle of their chosen field. Along 
the way someone recognizes their achievements and they become 
heroes to many.

Some very wise person said many years ago, “If you really want to 
succeed, form the habit of doing the things that people who are failures 
don’t like to do.” How true!

The apostle Paul certainly possessed these qualities. He had a 
lot going for him, humanly speaking. Listen to the impressive array of 
qualities he possessed even before he became a Christian, some in-
herited, others developed through commitment and dedication. “If any-
one else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as 
for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, fault-
less” (Philippians 3:4-6).

Paul was, at one time, known by the name Saul (see Acts 13:9). 
He was a zealous Pharisee, seeking to destroy the church. He is first 
brought to our attention in Acts 7, during the stoning of Stephen: “[They 
all] dragged him [Stephen] out of the city and began to stone him. 
Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man 
named Saul” (verse 58). “And Saul was there, giving approval to his 
death… But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to 
house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison” (8:1,3). 
Saul, later known as Paul, didn’t know what it meant to be half-hearted 
in his commitment and dedication to anything.

In Acts 9 we have the remarkable “Damascus road” story of Saul’s 
conversion to Christ, followed by the account of God’s call upon his 
life. God sent one of His disciples, Ananias, to go to Saul and commis-
sion him with God’s call. Ananias was understandably reluctant to go, 
for Saul’s reputation as the persecutor of the church had brought fear 
into the heart of many of the disciples. But God encouraged Ananias 

2 Corinthians
Lesson 1
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in verses 15,16: “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my 
name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Is-
rael. I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” And suffer 
he did! It was this commission from God and the indwelling power of 
God in the Person of the Holy Spirit, combined with Paul’s commit-
ment and dedication, that made him the hero he is. How grateful we 
should be to God for this great hero of our faith! I look forward to meet-
ing him in heaven one day and thanking him personally for his great 
contribution to the cause of Christ.

A Letter of Encouragement

Paul wrote thirteen New Testament letters (possibly fourteen, 
since some scholars believe he also wrote the New Testament let-
ter entitled “Hebrews”). Paul traveled extensively throughout most of 
the Roman Empire, preaching the Gospel, establishing churches, and 
teaching the new converts the wonderful truths of the Old Testament 
and that Christ was the fulfillment of God’s righteous requirements. 
“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes” (Romans 10:4, NASB).

This second letter to the Corinthians is different from all of Paul’s 
other letters. Here Paul opens his heart to share his difficulties and dis-
couragements. “We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about 
the hardships we suffered in the province of Asia. We were under 
great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired 
even of life. Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But 
this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who 
raises the dead” (2 Corinthians 1:8,9).

Perhaps someone who is reading these pages has just received 
“the sentence of death” from their doctor or some other source. Paul 
has wonderful words of comfort, consolation, hope and encourage-
ment: “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed 
[without a way], but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; 
struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body 
the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in 
our body. For we who are alive are always being given over to death 
for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body” (2 
Corinthians 4:8-11).

Have you ever felt so hemmed in by circumstances that it seemed 
there was no way out? Most of us have at some time. Paul’s words can 
be very heartening when we find ourselves experiencing the “spiritual 
pits.”

The goal of this great apostle’s life can be found in the words of 
Philippians 3:8-9: “I consider everything [earthly] a loss compared to 
the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain 
Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the 
righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.”

While bringing all his energies to bear upon achieving his goal, 
the desire of Paul’s heart was that his life would bring great honor and 

glory to the person of Christ and be used of Him to expand and pro-
mote the cause of Christ on earth. “As servants of God we commend 
ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships 
and distresses; in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, 
sleepless nights and hunger; in purity, understanding, patience and 
kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful speech and 
in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand 
and in the left; through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; 
genuine, yet regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as unknown; 
dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet 
possessing everything” (2 Corinthians 6:4-10).

What a series of contrasts and conflicts Paul brings before us. 
But then, life is like that, isn’t it? Where did the “health and wealth” 
theology of our day come from? It certainly cannot be found in the 
testimony of this outstanding leader of the family of God.

Inner Peace in the Midst of Suffering

Many people have the mistaken belief that, if our desire is to do 
the will of God, everything should fall into place for us and we should 
have smooth sailing. According to this line of reasoning, if we are not 
walking with the Lord but are out of His will, then our lives will fall apart 
and nothing will go right. This simply is not borne out in the Scriptures. 
Consider the Lord Jesus Christ, who sought always to please the Fa-
ther. He was put to death on a Roman cross. Consider Jeremiah, one 
of Israel’s great prophets, who brought God’s message of impending 
judgment unless they repented. He was put in stocks and thrown into 
the dungeon (see Jeremiah 20, 37).

Or think of the prophet Jonah, who was commanded by God to 
go to Nineveh and warn them of coming judgment. He refused to do 
so and deliberately chose to disobey God and run away. Even though 
he was out of God’s will, when he went to the docks to book passage, 
there was a ship waiting for him (see Jonah 1). Of course, when the 
storm on the sea threatened to sink his ship and Jonah was swallowed 
by a great fish after being thrown overboard, he was finally convinced 
to go to Nineveh and preach.

We want a life of ease, success, and comfort. However, real life 
is rarely like that. It was our Lord Himself who said, “In this world you 
will have trouble” (John 16:33). Paul echoed this in 2 Timothy 3:12: 
“In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted.”

Listen to Paul’s testimony in this regard from 2 Corinthians 11:23-
27. “Are they servants of Christ?… I am more. I have worked much 
harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, 
and been exposed to death again and again. Five times I received 
from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten 
with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a 
night and a day in the open sea, I have been constantly on the move. 
I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger 
from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the 
city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from 
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false brothers. I have labored and toiled and have often gone without 
sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without 
food; I have been cold and naked.”

Paul knew what it was to suffer for the sake of the Gospel but he 
also knew what it was to have great inner peace (see Romans 5:1; 
Philippians 4:7). Have you experienced this inner peace? You can. 
Consider the following.

The Importance of the Gospel

1. God has proven His love for you and has taken the initiative 
in providing you with the way to come to Him. “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does 
not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed 
in the name of God’s one and only Son” (John 3:16-18). “But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

2. All people are sinful, therefore separated from God, and in 
need of a Savior. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God” (Romans 3:23). “As it is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not 
even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God” 
(verses 10,11).

3. Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for man’s sin; He alone 
can bring us to God. “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me’” (John 14:6). 
Either this is a true statement or Jesus is the greatest liar and egotist 
the world has  known; He has also perpetrated the biggest hoax ever 
presented to the minds of men! Is He a liar, an egotist (perhaps a 
lunatic), con man, or Savior? You must decide for yourself.

4. We must believe the Gospel, which is written in capsule form in 
1 Corinthians 15:3,4: “For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to 
the Scriptures.”

5. We must receive Christ as our Savior and Lord. “To all who 
received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God” (John 1:12). “If you confess with your mouth, 
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and 
are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved” 
(Romans 10:9,10.)

If you agree with these things and would like to make Christ your 
Savior and Lord, you might repeat to God the following prayer: “Fa-
ther, I believe that you love me even though I am sinful and separated 
from you. I believe that Jesus Christ, your only Son, died for my sins 
and that you have raised Him from the dead. I now receive Him as my 
personal Savior and Lord. I give you the freedom, Father, to make me 
the kind of person you want me to be. Amen”

Remember, God is more interested in the attitude of your heart 
than in your words. If you prayed this prayer, look up the following 
Scriptures: 1 John 5:10-13; Ephesians 2:8,9. Ask God to confirm in 
your heart that you are His child according to Romans 8:16.

Corinth—Its History and Its Culture

Corinth was the capital of the Roman province Achaia, and the 
most important city in the province. It occupied a strategic geographi-
cal position. It was located about 40 miles west of Athens on a nar-
row isthmus between Peloponnesus and the mainland. Trade routes 
between the North and South of the province had to pass through the 
city, and much of the commerce between Rome and the East was 
brought to its harbors. It was situated at the southernmost part of the 
isthmus at the foot of the impregnable Acrocorinthus, its 1,900-foot-
high citadel. To the East was the Aegean Sea and on the West was 
the Corinthian Gulf. In ancient time the city was known as “two-sea’d 
Corinth.”

It was very dangerous and treacherous sailing around the south-
ern capes of the Peloponnesus, as well as time consuming. Many of 
the smaller ships and their cargoes were hauled across the narrow 
isthmus on a track. The cargoes of the larger ships were often re-
moved at the harbor and hauled across the isthmus and reloaded on 
another ship on the other side. There were several attempts to cut a 
ship canal across the isthmus. Nero attempted one about a.d. 66, but 
neither he nor any others were successful until one was opened in 
1893; it is still in use today.

Corinth has an ancient and interesting history. It was settled by 
the Phoenicians who introduced many profitable wares and estab-
lished the worship of Phoenician deities. Later, Greeks from Attica 
became supreme, and are probably responsible for naming the city 
Corinth. These Greeks glorified the games being held there in honor 
of Poseidon, the god of the sea. The Dorians conquered the city about 
1074 b.c. A series of important colonies was founded about 585 b.c. 
and Corinth became a strong maritime force. The Macedonians held 
the city from 335-197 b.c., except for a brief period.

The Romans declared Greece and Corinth free in 196 b.c. But 
Corinth was totally destroyed by the Roman consul Mummius in 146 
b.c., as a consequence of a rebellion against Rome. It was rebuilt in 46 
b.c. as a Roman colony by Julius Caesar and declared the capital of 
Achaia. It rapidly became prominent once again.

Ancient Corinth was abandoned in 1858 because of a severe 
earthquake. A new town was then built a few miles away. Modern 
Corinth is has a population of about 30,000 people. Nothing marked 
the ancient site of Corinth except seven columns of an old Dorian tem-
ple, until archaeologists began excavating the site after its ruins were 
uncovered by an earthquake in 1928.

In Paul’s day, under Roman rule, Corinth was a city of wealth, 
luxury, and gross immorality. It had no rivals as a city of vice. “To live 
like a Corinthian” meant to live a life of debauchery. In a stage play, it 
was customary for the Corinthian to come on the scene drunk. There 
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were temples dedicated to many gods in Corinth. They were naturally 
attracted to the worship of Poseidon, because so much of their pros-
perity came from the sea.

The temple of Aphrodite, the goddess of love, was the chief cen-
ter of worship. It was located on the Acrocorinthus and had more than 
a thousand prostitutes in her service. Worshippers came from all over 
the world. The worship of Aphrodite produced great immorality and 
corruption.

Corinth drew much of its wealth from the sea but it had many oth-
er important industries. Its pottery and brass were famous all over the 
world. The Isthmian games, which were held every two years, made 
Corinth famous as a great center of Hellenic life.

At the peak of its power, Corinth’s population was probably about 
200,000 free men, plus about 500,000 slaves. The citizenry of Corinth 
was made up of different nationalities who had been attracted to the 
city for various reasons, including a large group of Jews and some 
Gentile converts who had been brought under the influence of Juda-
ism because of its monotheism and morality.

Paul’s Involvement in Corinth

Paul’s first visit to Corinth is recorded in Acts 18. He arrived from 
Athens, where he had not been well-received. He began his work in 
Corinth in fear and trembling (see 1 Corinthians 2:3), but a special rev-
elation from the Lord encouraged him to speak freely and boldly, and 
assured him that no harm would come to him (see Acts 18:9,10). Paul 
became acquainted with Aquila and Priscilla on this visit, who were 
fellow Christians and fellow tentmakers. During his 18-month stay in 
Corinth, he lived with them, working at his trade to provide for himself, 
so that his motives for preaching the Gospel would not be looked upon 
with suspicion.

Paul preached in the synagogue at Corinth every Sabbath, but 
soon met strong opposition from the Jews; he then turned from them 
and gave his attention to the Gentiles (see Acts 18:6). Titius Justus, 
a God-fearing Gentile, whose home was next-door to the synagogue, 
gave Paul the use of his home, where Paul continued to preach and 
teach. Many believed and were baptized, including Crispus, the ruler 
of the synagogue, and his family (see Acts 18:7,8).

Gallio, the older brother of the Roman philosopher Seneca, was 
appointed proconsul of the region of Achaia, and came to Corinth to 
govern during Paul’s visit. According to an inscription found at Delphi 
in 1908, this was about the year 51 a.d. The Jews brought an accusa-
tion against Paul before Gallio, charging Paul with preaching a religion 
that was contrary to Roman law. However, Gallio refused to hear the 
case and dismissed the Jews. Apparently he looked at this quarrel as 
just differing interpretations of Jewish law. After Gallio’s dismissal of 
the case, some of the Greek bystanders beat Sosthenes, the ruler of 
the synagogue.

Gallio’s action in dismissing this case was of great importance. 
It amounted to an authoritative decision by a highly-placed Roman 
official that Paul’s preaching was not an offense against Roman law. 

From this experience Paul gained a new idea of the protection the 
Roman law afforded him as a preacher of the Gospel. After this inci-
dent Paul stayed for some time in Corinth, leaving eventually to go to 
Jerusalem and Antioch, stopping off briefly at Ephesus.

After Paul’s departure, problems began to develop in the church 
in Corinth. Word reached Paul of these problems and he wrote a letter 
(which we do not have) in response to this news (see 1 Corinthians 
5:9). Further word came from Chloe that the problems were growing 
within the church (see 1 Corinthians 1:11). Then a delegation of three 
men was sent to Paul with a letter containing questions about many 
issues confronting the congregation (see 1 Corinthians 7:1; 16:17,18). 
Paul wrote 1 Corinthians from Ephesus about 55 a.d. to counteract 
these problems.

The letter known to us as 2 Corinthians was written by Paul on 
his third missionary journey from somewhere in Macedonia. He met 
Titus there, who gave him a report on the church at Corinth. This let-
ter reveals to us that false teachers1 in Corinth had tried to discredit 
Paul and had been successful in turning the church against him. Titus 
had been dispatched to Corinth by Paul to counteract this revolt and 
seems to have helped greatly in bringing about a change. His report 
was encouraging, for the most part. The majority had repented of their 
treatment of Paul and had thrown out of the church the man who had 
led the attack on him. Paul’s authority had been acknowledged once 
again. It was this report of Titus that provoked the writing of this letter.

The following is a basic outline of 2 Corinthians:

 ɶ Chapter 1:1-14—Paul begins by reminding the Corinthians of 
his relationship to them.

 ɶ Chapter 1:15—2:3—Paul gives his itinerary.

 ɶ Chapter 2:4-11—Paul discusses his previous letter.

 ɶ Chapter 2:17—7:16—Paul begins the subject of false teach-
ers and reviews his ministry there at Corinth, demonstrating 
the validity of his message and urging them not to turn away 
from the truth.

 ɶ Chapter 8:1—9:15—The collection for the poor Christians in 
Jerusalem.

 ɶ Chapter 10:1—13:13—Paul gives a strong defense of his au-
thority as a genuine apostle of Jesus Christ and points out the 
deceptive influence of false apostles.

As we study this letter we will be deeply moved by Paul’s words 
of love and encouragement. As he urges the Corinthians to be com-
mitted to the truth of God’s Word and to reject all false teaching, let us 
take his message to heart and make the same commitment.

1. Paul does not use the phrase “false teachers” in 2 Corinthians. However, 
we will use it throughout this study to describe certain people he frequently 
refers to. These people pretend to serve God, but in reality “peddle the word 
of God for profit” (2 Corinthians 2:17), serving themselves rather than God. 

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.



9

Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

ɶɶ PrayɶandɶaskɶGodɶtoɶspeakɶtoɶyouɶthroughɶHisɶHolyɶSpirit.
ɶɶ UseɶonlyɶtheɶBibleɶforɶyourɶanswers.
ɶɶ Writeɶdownɶyourɶanswersɶandɶtheɶversesɶyouɶused.
ɶɶ Answerɶtheɶ“Challenge”ɶquestionsɶifɶyouɶhaveɶtheɶtimeɶandɶwantɶtoɶdoɶthem.
ɶɶ Shareɶyourɶanswersɶtoɶtheɶ“Personal”ɶquestionsɶwithɶtheɶclassɶonlyɶifɶyouɶwantɶtoɶshareɶthem.

First Day: Read the Introduction to 2 Corinthians.

1.ɶ Whatɶnewɶorɶhelpfulɶthoughtɶdidɶyouɶfindɶinɶtheɶnotesɶorɶfromɶyourɶteacher’sɶlecture?ɶWhatɶpersonalɶapplicationɶdidɶyouɶchooseɶtoɶapplyɶtoɶyourɶ
life?

2.ɶ Theɶsuggestedɶmemoryɶverseɶisɶ1ɶCorinthiansɶ16:13,14,ɶorɶyouɶmayɶchooseɶaɶdifferentɶverse.ɶShareɶyourɶmemoryɶverseɶwithɶyourɶdiscussionɶ
groupɶorɶwithɶsomeoneɶelseɶtoɶencourageɶthem.

Second Day: Read 2 Corinthians 1:1—2:4, concentrating on chapter 1:1,2.

1.ɶ Paulɶcallsɶhimselfɶanɶapostle.ɶLookɶupɶ“apostle”ɶinɶyourɶdictionaryɶorɶBibleɶdictionaryɶandɶwriteɶtheɶdefinitionɶhere.

2.ɶ WhatɶcharacteristicsɶofɶGodɶdidɶtheɶapostleɶwishɶtheɶCorinthiansɶtoɶreceive?ɶ(2ɶCorinthiansɶ1:2)

3.ɶ WhatɶdoɶyouɶlearnɶaboutɶGod’sɶgraceɶinɶtheɶfollowingɶverses?

Ephesiansɶ1:7,8

Colossiansɶ1:21,22

4.ɶ WhatɶdoɶyouɶlearnɶaboutɶGod’sɶpeaceɶinɶtheseɶverses?

Johnɶ14:27

Philippiansɶ4:6,7

5.ɶ Challenge:ɶInɶyourɶownɶwordsɶtellɶwhyɶyouɶthinkɶgraceɶalwaysɶcomesɶbeforeɶpeaceɶwhenɶtheyɶareɶusedɶasɶaɶgreetingɶthroughoutɶallɶofɶScrip-
ture.

6.ɶ Personal:ɶHaveɶyouɶreceivedɶGod’sɶgraceɶthroughɶbelievingɶHisɶSonɶJesusɶdiedɶforɶyourɶsins?ɶAreɶyouɶexperiencingɶGod’sɶpeaceɶinɶyourɶlifeɶ
regardlessɶofɶyourɶcircumstances?ɶWhyɶnotɶprayɶaboutɶthisɶnow?

2ɶCorinthiansɶLessonɶ1
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Third Day: Read 2 Corinthians 1:1—2:4 again, concentrating on chapter 1:3-5.

1. Who did Paul praise and what did he praise Him for in 2 Corinthians 1:3?

2. Read 1 Peter 1:3-5. How does this passage say that God showed His compassion and comfort to us?

3. According to 2 Corinthians 1:4, what does God do for us? When and why does He do it?

4. Challenge: Read Psalm 107 and list some of the ways God comforted the people of Israel. Pay special attention to verses 6,13,19, and 25-32.

5. Personal: In what way has God comforted you? Be specific as to how He did this. Share with your group if possible.

6. a. What does Paul say in 2 Corinthians 1:5?

b. Challenge: How does Hebrews 12:2,3 relate to this?

Fourth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 1:1—2:4 again, concentrating on chapter 1:6-11.

1. What does Paul say about suffering and comfort in 2 Corinthians 1:6,7?

2. What results in our lives if we suffer for Jesus’ sake according to the following verses?

Philippians 3:10,11

1 Peter 1:6,7

3. In 2 Corinthians 1:8-10 Paul tells how greatly he had suffered. Why did he say this had happened, and what had God done for him?

4. Personal: In what way are you suffering now? Have you learned, as Paul did, not to rely on yourself but upon God? Why not ask God to help 
you do this now?
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5. a. What does Paul say about the power of prayer in 2 Corinthians 1:11?

b. Challenge: What else do you learn about the importance of prayer in the following verses?

 Ephesians 6:18,19

 Colossians 4:2-4

6. a. Personal: How faithfully do you pray for others? Do you need to set aside a certain time each day to spend in prayer?

b. Challenge: Based upon what you learned in these first 11 verses, how can hardships draw you closer to God?

Fifth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 1:1—2:4 again, concentrating on chapter 1:12-14.

1. How had Paul and Timothy conducted themselves according to 2 Corinthians 1:12?

2. a. Look up “holiness” or “holy” in your dictionary or Bible dictionary.

b. What is said about holiness in the following verses?

 Leviticus 20:26

 Romans 12:1

 1 Peter 1:13-15

3. a. Personal: How do these verses challenge you to be holy? Be specific about areas in which your life needs to change.

b. Re-read the last sentence of 2 Corinthians 1:12. How was Paul able to conduct himself in holiness according to this verse?

2 Corinthians Lesson 1
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4. What did Paul hope the church at Corinth would do with his writings according to 2 Corinthians 1:13,14? What do you think this means?

5. Paul says they “will boast of you in the day of the Lord Jesus,” meaning at the time of Jesus Christ’s return to earth. Read 1 Thessalonians 
2:19,20 to help you understand this.

6. Personal: Are you telling others about Jesus Christ? Will you have the joy of “boasting” in them when Jesus returns?

Sixth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 1:1—2:4 again, concentrating on chapters 1:15—2:4.

1. How many times did Paul plan to visit Corinth and what was his final destination according to 2 Corinthians 1:15,16?

2. Why did Paul change his travel plans? See 2 Corinthians 1:23 and 2:1,2.

3. In 2 Corinthians 1:17-20 Paul defends his actions by pointing the Corinthians to the ultimate ground of affirmation—the eternal “Yes” spoken 
to us by God through Christ. What attributes of God do you think this reflects? Read 1 Corinthians 1:9 and Hebrews 13:8 to help you with your 
answer.

4. According to 2 Corinthians 1:21 who caused Paul to stand firm in Christ? How does verse 24 add to this?

5. a. Read 2 Corinthians 1:21b, 22. What does God do for each Christian?

b. Personal: Read Ephesians 1:13,14, which amplifies this. Put your name in this passage as you write it down to claim God’s wonderful truth 
as your own. If you haven’t yet believed in Jesus Christ as your Savior, would you like to pray about it now?

6. Pray for and with the members of your discussion group. Thank God for the things you are learning about Him through studying His Word. 
You may wish to record prayer requests, answers to prayer, and praise in a separate prayer notebook.
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2 Corinthians 1

One of the most troublesome problems in the church at Corinth 
was their challenge to Paul’s authority and his apostleship. While the 
majority had repented in their attitude toward him, there was still a fac-
tion in the church unwilling to submit to his authority.

Paul endured much persecution and suffering at the hands of 
people since he was converted to Christ, just as God had told him he 
would (see Acts 9:15-16). We are often tempted to believe that those 
individuals who are being greatly used of God in the furtherance of 
His Kingdom are somehow immune to problems and difficulties. This 
is not true, of course. The Bible, from Genesis through Revelation, 
is filled with stories of how God’s servants have endured suffering of 
every type, from emotional to spiritual to physical. But the Christian 
should have great hope in the midst of suffering, for we know the rest 
of the story: “Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—
and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing” 
(2 Timothy 4:8).

It is the difficult times of our lives that teach us the most about 
God and ourselves. Difficulties are wonderful tools in the hands of God 
to help us see what is important to us, and to evaluate what we be-
lieve about God, who we believe He is, and our relationship with Him. 
The value of this process is immeasurable, for when these things are 
revealed to us, we can take the necessary steps to correct any flaws 
or to give thanks to Him for His faithfulness. The single most important 
thing about each and every one of us is what we believe about God, 
for this is what will sustain us and give us the strength and endurance 
we need to get through those difficult times.

Why don’t you begin to make a list of the qualities attributed to 
God as you go through this study? You will be amazed at how often 
this knowledge will be used to sustain and stabilize you. This knowl-
edge of God from His Holy Word will begin to develop in you a desire 
to know Him better, to love Him more and more, and enable you to 
trust Him in every area of your life.

Through the suffering Paul has experienced, he has learned valu-
able lessons and developed leadership skills in handling difficulties. 
One of the lessons Paul has learned is that a problem is not solved 
by ignoring it, refusing to acknowledge it exists, hoping that it will go 
away, or physically running away from it. A problem is best solved 
when we acknowledge it, look at it realistically, use every available 

means to discover the truth concerning it, apply that truth, and receive 
it in love. 

Verses 1-2 • Greeting and Declaration

Paul is an outstanding leader; as such he is not interested in fix-
ing the blame but in fixing the error that has created the problem. So 
he begins his letter by declaring the truth that he is an apostle of Jesus 
Christ. It is clear from even a casual reading of this epistle that he ex-
pects the cooperation of the Corinthians in repairing the damage done 
by those challenging his authority and apostleship.

“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Je-
sus Christ” (verse 2) seems to be Paul’s favorite greeting. Grace and 
peace never come as a result of our own positive thinking or through 
what others think of us. It makes us feel good when others compli-
ment us and it may even give us a sense of satisfaction, but it will not 
give us peace. Peace cannot be given to us by others. You may have 
heard the familiar quotation, “God has no grandchildren.” Each of us 
must personally believe the Gospel and receive Christ as Savior for 
ourselves. No one else can do it for us. Grace and peace come only 
from God. And who is better qualified to teach us about God’s grace 
and peace than the formerly hard-nosed, arrogant, zealous Pharisee, 
who literally sought to destroy the Church of Jesus Christ before he 
became a member of that Church? Paul experienced in a miraculous 
and marvelous way the grace and peace of God.

Who is better qualified to teach us about suffering than this great 
apostle who has suffered so tremendously at the hands of others? 
Who can teach us more about comfort than Paul, for he tells us that 
he has suffered greatly but that he has also been comforted greatly. 
The person who has suffered greatly is the one in whom God has 
developed great compassion and love for others.

Verses 3-4 • The Source of Comfort

What is the best thing to do when difficult times come to us or to 
someone we love? We can begin by praising God for who He is. When 
we begin to praise God and exalt Him in the midst of difficulties, things 
begin to change inside us. When everything seems to be falling apart 
in our lives, what is there to praise God for? We can praise Him for be-
ing our Father and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The mere men-
tion of the name of Christ should remind us of many things for which to 

2 Corinthians
Lesson 2
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praise and thank our God. We can praise Him that He is the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort (see verse 3). These are two 
of the qualities of God you can put on your list for future reference.

How does God comfort us? One of the chief ways is by the Holy 
Spirit bringing to our memory the truths we have learned about God. 
Listed below are just a few of the truths the Scriptures teach us about 
God.

 ɶ God is Omniscient (all-knowing—see 1 Kings 8:39; Psalm 
33:13-15; 44:20-21; 139:1-6).

 ɶ God is Omnipotent (all-powerful—see Genesis 17:1; Job 42:2; 
Matthew 19:26; Revelation 19:6).

 ɶ God is Omnipresent (present everywhere—see Psalm 139:7-
12; Jeremiah 23:23-24).

 ɶ God is Good (see Exodus 33:19; Psalm 25:8; 34:8).

 ɶ God is Loving and Kind (see Isaiah 63:7; Jeremiah 9:24; Titus 
3:4-5).

 ɶ God is Merciful (see Exodus 33:19; 2 Samuel 24:14; Nehe-
miah 9:31; Psalm 25:6; Luke 6:36).

 ɶ God is Faithful (see Deuteronomy 7:9; Psalm 89:1-5).

These are only a few of the things we learn about God from His 
Word. As we begin to praise God for who He is, the Holy Spirit helps 
us get our difficulties into proper perspective. God knows all; there-
fore, He knows about our problem. He is all-powerful; therefore, He 
can change our circumstances when His purpose is fulfilled. Until He 
chooses to change things, we can trust Him totally, for He is loving and 
kind. He is present everywhere; therefore, He is there with our loved 
ones even though we cannot be. God is good; therefore, He will bring 
good from our situation, even though now it looks like a tragedy (see 
Romans 8:28). Do you see how important it is that you know the truth 
about God? Make it a priority in your life to discover these truths and 
make them a part of your life. Begin today by making that list of His 
attributes. Find the verses listed above in your Bible, write them out, 
and commit them to memory. You will be glad you did.

There has been much written in recent years that, in order to 
comfort and help another, it is necessary for us to have experienced 
the same difficulty. This is helpful, to be sure, provided, of course, we 
have been comforted by God. However, this is not a requirement. Je-
sus, the perfect, sinless, Son of God, although tempted in every area, 
did not yield to the temptation and, therefore, never experienced many 
of the things we often do, i.e., adultery, immorality, lying, stealing, etc. 
(see Hebrews 4:15). Yet He can and will comfort and strengthen us in 
any difficulty if only we will let Him. He does this so that we may come 
alongside others to help and strengthen them.

Andrew C. Davison, of Colgate Rochester Seminary, illustrates 
this point vividly: “Dr. Albert Schweitzer was eighty-five years old when 
I visited his jungle hospital at Lambarene, on the banks of the Ogowe 
River. You can imagine the deep and profound effect of that three-
day visit which included opportunity for some leisurely conversation 

with that great humanitarian, musician, and physician. But one event 
stands out in a special way.

“It was about eleven in the morning. The equatorial sun was beat-
ing down mercilessly, and we were walking up a hill with Dr. Sch-
weitzer. Suddenly he left us and strode across the slope of the hill to 
a place where an African woman was struggling upward with a huge 
armload of wood for the cook fires. I watched with both admiration 
and concern as the eighty-five-year-old man took the entire load of 
wood and carried it on up the hill for the relieved woman. When we all 
reached the top of the hill, one of the members of our group asked Dr. 
Schweitzer why he did things like that, implying that in that heat and at 
his age he should not. Albert Schweitzer, looking right at all of us and 
pointing to the woman, said simply, ‘No one should ever have to carry 
a burden like that alone.’”1

Fulfilling the role of comforter may be as simple at times as help-
ing someone in a physical way as Dr. Schweitzer did. Others may 
need the comfort of a listening ear, an encouraging word, a simple 
reminder, or just our physical presence. Isn’t it encouraging to know 
that God can use us in this way as His instrument?

Verses 5-11 • Why We Suffer

“When Jewish psychiatrist Victor Frankl was arrested by the Na-
zis in World War II, he was stripped of everything—property, family, 
possessions. He had spent years researching and writing a book on 
the importance of finding meaning in life—concepts that later would be 
known as logotherapy. When he arrived in Auschwitz, the infamous 
death camp, even his manuscript, which he had hidden in the lining of 
his coat, was taken away.

“‘I had to undergo and overcome the loss of my spiritual child,’ 
Frankl writes. ‘Now it seemed as if nothing and no one would survive 
me; neither a physical nor a spiritual child of my own! I found myself 
confronted with the question of whether under such circumstances my 
life was ultimately void of any meaning.’

“He was still wrestling with that question a few days later when 
the Nazis forced the prisoners to give up their clothes.

“‘I had to surrender my clothes and in turn inherited the worn 
out rags of an inmate who had been sent to the gas chamber,’ says 
Frankl.

“‘Instead of the many pages of my manuscript, I found in the 
pocket of the newly acquired coat a single page torn out of a Hebrew 
prayer book, which contained the main Jewish prayer, Shema Yisrael 
(“Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one God. And you shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might”).

“‘How should I have interpreted such a “coincidence” other than 
as a challenge to live my thoughts instead of merely putting them on 
paper?’

1. James S. Hewett, Editor, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale 
House Publishers, 1988), p. 119.
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“Later, as Frankl reflected on his ordeal, he wrote in his book 
Man’s Search for Meaning, ‘There is nothing in the world that would 
so effectively help one to survive even the worst conditions, as the 
knowledge that there is a meaning in one’s life… He who has a why to 
live for can bear almost any how.’”1

In these opening verses of 2 Corinthians, Paul sets forth at least 
three reasons why we suffer.

1. We learn how to comfort others (see verse 4).
It is during the times of intense suffering and pain that we learn 

to seek the comfort of God. Through the difficulties that come into 
our lives, God is building a reservoir of experiences from which we 
may draw in order to comfort others. The person who has not suffered 
much will be able to comfort little.

If you are going through difficult circumstances, whether your 
pain is physical, emotional, or spiritual, be sure to keep a journal, re-
cording your thoughts and questions. Be sure also to record the way 
in which God comforts you, writing out any Scriptures He uses and the 
people and events that are used in His comforting process. You will 
be amazed at the variety of ways and means God employs in this pro-
cess, and the opportunities He will give you to share what you learn.

2. We learn not to trust in ourselves (see verse 9).
We do not know the circumstances Paul endured in Asia that 

brought him to the point of complete helplessness, even wondering 
whether he might die. We do know that this is the vehicle God used to 
teach him not to trust in himself. The word Paul uses, which is trans-
lated “despaired” in verse 8, in the original Greek language implies the 
“total unavailability of an exit.”

Have you ever faced this kind of difficulty? Most of us haven’t. I 
once heard Corrie Ten Boom, the great Dutch lady who, along with 
her family, saved the lives of many Jews during World War II by hiding 
them in their home, say, “I am persuaded that no man will trust God 
until they have to.” What a sad but true statement this is. Have you 
ever noticed how frequently as you pray, asking God to intervene in 
what you categorize as impossible circumstances, in the back of your 
mind you are beginning to devise a plan of your own? This is not what 
Paul is talking about. He is speaking of a situation where there is no 
available exit (the use of this word implies that Paul tried to think of 
one). When we are faced with circumstances from which there is no 
escape unless God makes one, then we learn not to trust in ourselves.

Are you fighting and resisting the “impossible” circumstances in 
your life, seeking desperately a way of escape? Why not surrender to 
those circumstances and release them to God? Here is God’s love 
note to you: “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, 
‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 
a future’” (Jeremiah 29:11).

3. We learn to give thanks in all things (see verse 11).
No one is born with a thankful attitude. Every wise parent begins 

to train their child at an early age to say “thank you” when someone 

1. Craig Brian Larson, Editor, Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from 
Leadership Journal (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1993), pp. 250-251.

does something for them. We are told in 1 Thessalonians 5:18 to “give 
thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Je-
sus.” This is a command directed to the will. As I verbally give thanks 
to God and continue to do so as an act of my will, in obedience to 
His Word, my emotions are freed from rebellion as well as from the 
potential toward bitterness and retaliation. This allows God to reveal 
Himself to me as the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort 
(see verse 3).

“In a sermon at Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Los Angeles, 
Gary Wilburn said:

“‘In 1636, amid the darkness of the Thirty Years’ War, a Ger-
man pastor, Martin Rinkart, is said to have buried five thousand of his 
parishioners in one year, an average of fifteen a day. His parish was 
ravaged by war, death, and economic disaster.

“‘In the heart of that darkness, with the cries of fear outside his 
window, he sat down and wrote this table grace for his children:

“Now thank we all our God
With heart and hands and voices;
Who wondrous things hath done,
In whom his world rejoices.
Who, from our mother’s arms,
Hath led us on our way
With countless gifts of love
And still is ours today.”

“‘Here was a man who knew thanksgiving comes from love of 
God, not from outward circumstances.’”2

Paul believed in a God who responds to prayer so he was never 
ashamed to ask Christians to pray for him. In at least seven of his 
other letters, he asked the people to support him in prayer (see Ro-
mans 15:30-32; Ephesians 6:18-19; Philippians 1:19; Colossians 4:3; 
1 Thessalonians 5:25; 2 Thessalonians 3:1; Philemon 22). Are you 
ashamed to ask others to pray for you? Do you believe God answers 
prayer?

Just recently a missionary friend from Laos told this story. He 
serves in an area where the Gospel has never been preached; indeed, 
it is forbidden, so he has found other ways of reaching the people and 
sharing on a personal basis. In this area there is a high death rate 
among the children, with 80 percent of the ones who die, dying from 
contaminated water. This missionary is helping the villagers dig wells. 
These wells must be at least 40 feet deep and 4 feet wide. As they dig 
they reinforce the walls of the wells with rocks and mortar. It is neces-
sary for men to go down into the hole to dig, of course, and there are 
two large buckets on a pulley. As one is being raised filled with dirt, 
the other is being lowered, empty and ready for use. The missionary 
began this day, as every day, by assembling his helpers and bowing 
for prayer to ask the Lord Jesus to protect all the workers. As they 
were working on the pulley, raising and lowering the buckets, some-
one accidentally knocked a large stone over the edge into the hole. As 
this stone was falling toward the man working below, the empty bucket 

2. Ibid, p. 263.
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“happened” to be descending and “happened” to swing out at just the 
right moment and catch the falling stone. This was a miracle of perfect 
timing by God and brought great rejoicing from this missionary and 
his helpers, as well as those who had been supporting him in prayer, 
asking God to show Himself strong on their behalf.

One of the greatest ways we can help God’s servants on the mis-
sion field is by praying for them.

Verses 1:12—2:4 • Paul’s Defense

Paul’s critics accused him of being a person who made promises 
he never intended to keep (see verses 15-18) and of being a spiritual 
dictator (see verse 24). What is there in us that makes us so willing 
to believe the worst about someone? Perhaps the following story will 
give us some insight to this tendency.

“At the turn of the century, the world’s most distinguished as-
tronomer was certain there were canals on Mars. Sir Percival Lowell, 
esteemed for his study of the solar system, had a particular fascination 
with the Red Planet.

“When he heard, in 1877, that an Italian astronomer had seen 
straight lines crisscrossing the Martian surface, Lowell spent the rest 
of his years squinting into the eyepiece of his giant telescope in Ari-
zona, mapping the channels and canals he saw. He was convinced 
the canals were proof of intelligent life on Mars, possibly an older but 
wiser race than humanity.

“Lowell’s observations gained wide acceptance. So eminent was 
he, none dared contradict him.

“Now, of course, things are different. Space probes have orbited 
Mars and landed on its surface. The entire planet has been mapped, 
and no one has seen a canal. How could Lowell have ‘seen’ so much 
that wasn’t there?

“Two possibilities: (1) he so wanted to see canals that he did, 
over and over again, and (2) we know now that he suffered from a rare 
eye disease that made him see the blood vessels in his own eyes. The 
Martian ‘canals’ he saw were nothing more than the bulging veins of 
his eyeballs. Today the malady is known as ‘Lowell’s syndrome.’

“When Jesus warns that ‘in the same way you judge others, you 
will be judged’ and warns of seeing ‘the speck of sawdust’ in another’s 
eye while missing the plank in our own ([see] Matthew 7:1-3), could he 
not be referring to the spiritual equivalent of Lowell’s syndrome? Over 
and over, we ‘see’ faults in others because we don’t want to believe 
anything better about them. And so often we think we have a firsthand 
view of their shortcomings, when in fact our vision is distorted by our 
own disease.”1

Paul assured the Corinthians that he made the commitment to 
visit them soon in good faith, believing that it was God’s will. However, 
he hurries to assure them that while he may not always be able to 
keep his promises, God is faithful and always keeps His Word. After 

1. Larson, Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from Leadership Journal, 
p. 121.

all, God is omniscient and knows the future; He is also omnipotent and 
not made helpless because of circumstances; therefore, He is always 
able to keep His word. But human beings (including Paul) do not pos-
sess these characteristics. Paul explains to them that he decided it 
would be best to delay his visit until they obeyed his instructions writ-
ten in his first letter because he didn’t want it to be a painful visit for 
them, nor for himself.

Let’s consider some guidelines for displaying the holiness and 
sincerity of God and of having a clear conscience in being known as a 
“person of our word.”

 ɶ Before making a commitment to do something, pray about it 
(when possible) and truly seek to discern the Lord’s will. Count 
the cost in time, talent, and resources.

 ɶ When the commitment is made (even when it is a commitment 
made on a moment’s notice), we must be willing to sacrifice in 
every way necessary to follow through.

 ɶ We must realize that even “good-faith” commitments are, at 
times (though rarely) impossible to carry out, due to unfore-
seen circumstances. So to the people involved, explain the 
“unforeseen circumstances.” Let them know you aren’t making 
excuses or avoiding fulfilling your commitment. An explanation 
may help in avoiding a misunderstanding.

Perhaps you can think of other things you can do to become like 
the Lord Jesus Christ and be known as a person of your word. Let’s 
determine to be willing to pay the price to allow Christ to be formed in 
us (see Galatians 4:19).
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

ɶɶ PrayɶandɶaskɶGodɶtoɶspeakɶtoɶyouɶthroughɶHisɶHolyɶSpirit.
ɶɶ UseɶonlyɶtheɶBibleɶforɶyourɶanswers.
ɶɶ Writeɶdownɶyourɶanswersɶandɶtheɶversesɶyouɶused.
ɶɶ Answerɶtheɶ“Challenge”ɶquestionsɶifɶyouɶhaveɶtheɶtimeɶandɶwantɶtoɶdoɶthem.
ɶɶ Shareɶyourɶanswersɶtoɶtheɶ“Personal”ɶquestionsɶwithɶtheɶclassɶonlyɶifɶyouɶwantɶtoɶshareɶthem.

First Day: Read the commentary on 2 Corinthians 1:1—2:4.

1.ɶ Whatɶnewɶorɶhelpfulɶthoughtɶdidɶyouɶfindɶinɶtheɶcommentaryɶonɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ1:1—2:4ɶorɶfromɶyourɶteacher’sɶlecture?ɶWhatɶpersonalɶapplica-
tionɶdidɶyouɶchooseɶtoɶapplyɶtoɶyourɶlife?

2.ɶ TheɶsuggestedɶmemoryɶverseɶisɶHebrewsɶ13:8,ɶorɶyouɶmayɶchooseɶaɶdifferentɶverse.ɶShareɶyourɶmemoryɶverseɶwithɶyourɶdiscussionɶgroupɶorɶ
withɶsomeoneɶelseɶtoɶencourageɶthem.

Second Day: Read 2 Corinthians 2:5-17, concentrating on verses 5-11.

1.ɶ SomeɶscholarsɶbelieveɶthatɶtheɶpersonɶPaulɶisɶreferringɶtoɶinɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ2:5-8ɶisɶtheɶsameɶmanɶPaulɶwroteɶaboutɶpreviously.ɶReadɶ1ɶCorin-
thiansɶ5:1.ɶWhatɶhadɶthisɶmanɶdone?ɶAccordingɶtoɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ2:5,ɶwhatɶhasɶheɶcausedɶandɶforɶwhom?

2.ɶ Apparentlyɶthisɶmanɶhasɶrepented.ɶInɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ2:6-8ɶwhatɶdoesɶPaulɶsayɶshouldɶhappenɶnow?

3.ɶ Challenge:ɶReadɶHebrewsɶ12:7-11ɶandɶlistɶtheɶfactsɶyouɶlearnɶaboutɶdiscipline.

4.ɶ ReadɶtheɶfollowingɶversesɶandɶlistɶtheɶfactsɶyouɶlearnɶaboutɶGod’sɶforgiveness:

Psalmɶ103:8-12

Hebrewsɶ8:12

1ɶJohnɶ1:9

5.ɶ Personal:ɶInɶlightɶofɶtheseɶScripturesɶareɶyouɶableɶtoɶforgiveɶandɶforgetɶinɶaɶnewɶway?ɶWriteɶoutɶEphesiansɶ4:31-32ɶandɶmeditateɶonɶthis.ɶ
Remember,ɶitɶisɶbyɶGod’sɶpowerɶthatɶyouɶcanɶfollowɶtheseɶinstructions.

2ɶCorinthiansɶLessonɶ2
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6. 2 Corinthians 2:11 speaks of being aware of Satan’s schemes. Who is Satan and what are we to do according to 1 Peter 5:8-9?

Third Day: Read 2 Corinthians 2:5-17 again, concentrating on verses 12-17.

1. Where did Paul go to preach and what happened there? Why did he leave and where did he go next? (2 Corinthians 2:12-13)

2. In the midst of Paul’s telling about his concern over Titus, what does he do? (2 Corinthians 2:13b)

3. How do the following verses relate to what Paul does in 2 Corinthians 2:14?

1 Chronicles 16:8

1 Thessalonians 5:18

4. a. In whom are we to triumph according to 2 Corinthians 2:14?

b. Personal: How and when has Christ enabled you to triumph in the midst of a personal struggle? Share, if possible, as an encouragement 
to someone in your group. Be careful not to name names inappropriately.

5. a. If you are a Christian, what are you to God according to 2 Corinthians 2:15a?

b. Challenge: Read 2 Corinthians 2:15b-16. How do you think you can be the smell of death to an unbeliever and the fragrance of life to a 
believer?

6. a. In 2 Corinthians 2:17 how does Paul contrast his ministry with that of false teachers? (Paul does not use the phrase “false teachers” in 2 
Corinthians. However, we will use it throughout this study to describe certain people that he frequently refers to.)

b. Challenge: Do you think there are false teachers today like Paul describes? How can we avoid them?

Fourth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 3, concentrating on verses 1-4.

1. What question does Paul ask in 2 Corinthians 3:1?

2. Challenge: How does he answer this in 2 Corinthians 3:2-3? Please explain this in your own words and tell who wrote the letter, how and on 
what.
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3. Through whom did Paul have trust or confidence according to 2 Corinthians 3:4?

4. a. What did the Lord tell Jeremiah when he was afraid to speak out for God? See Jeremiah 1:6-9.

b. Relate this to Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 2:4.

5. Personal: Are you ever afraid to talk to anyone about Jesus Christ? Do you feel inadequate or intimidated? God’s promises to Jeremiah and 
Paul are for you too! Why not claim them now and ask God for help? Who will you speak to about Jesus?

Fifth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 3 again, concentrating on verses 5-11.

1. How is any Christian made competent according to 2 Corinthians 3:5-6a? Try adding your name to these verses to claim this for yourself.

2. a. Verses 6-11 contrast the old and new covenants. Look up the word “covenant” in your dictionary or Bible dictionary.

b. Challenge: Read Exodus 20:1-17 and 34:10-11a and tell what the old covenant was. Summarize in your own words.

c. Challenge: Read Romans 3:19-20; 7:7; Galatians 3:24. What was the purpose of the old covenant law? Summarize in your own words.

3. Read Hebrews 8:7-13, which contrasts the old and new covenants. Write out verse 10 here and thank God in prayer for the new covenant.

4. Re-read 2 Corinthians 3:7-8 with Exodus 34:29-35. Why couldn’t the Israelites look at Moses’ face?

5. Personal: What about your face? Do you meet regularly with God in prayer and by reading His Word? Write out what your goal is in this area.

2 Corinthians Lesson 2
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6. a. Read Romans 3:20-24. Why was it necessary for God through Jesus to make a new covenant? Summarize briefly.

b. Personal: Have you come to God by way of the new covenant? Have you received God’s free gift of forgiveness through faith in Jesus 
Christ? If so, how are you sharing your Savior with others?

Sixth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 3 again, concentrating on verses 12-18.

1. Why was Paul bold and confident when he talked about Christ? Re-read 2 Corinthians 3:3,4,6 with verse 12.

2. a. 2 Corinthians 3:14-15 refers to the nation of Israel and all unbelievers. Is there any hope for them? See 2 Corinthians 3:16.

b. Each Christian can be so thankful that God reached past the veil to our “dull minds” and turned our hearts to Him. Read Romans 11:33 
and praise Him for His works, which are beyond our limited understanding.

3. What does the Spirit of the Lord bring believers according to 2 Corinthians 3:17?

4. What are believers to reflect through their lives according to 2 Corinthians 3:18a?

5. a. Into whose likeness is the believer being changed? (2 Corinthians 3:18b)

b. How does this happen according to the following verses?

 Romans 12:1-2

 Philippians 1:6

 Philippians 2:13

6. Pray with and for the members of your discussion group. Thank God for the things you are learning about Him through studying His Word. 
You may wish to record prayer requests, answers to prayer, and praise in a separate prayer notebook.
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2 Corinthians 2:5—3:18

“Forgiveness isn’t easy. Nothing is harder in all the world. And 
one reason why forgiveness is so hard is that often we try in all sin-
cerity to forgive others because we have been told that we should do 
so, but we don’t really have any very clear understanding of exactly 
why we should be forgiving. Under such circumstances, forgiveness 
doesn’t give us much satisfaction because it doesn’t go deep enough. 
We go through the motions of forgiving the injury in question, but we 
don’t forget it. ‘We dutifully bury the hatchet,’ as someone once put it, 
‘but we don’t forget where we buried it.’”1

Why We Must Forgive

The Bible has much to say about our need for forgiveness— from 
God, from others against whom we have sinned, and our need to grant 
forgiveness to those who have sinned against us.

The Forgiveness of God
The Bible teaches us that “there is no one righteous, not even 

one… for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 
3:10,23); “In him [Jesus Christ] we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace” 
(Ephesians 1:7); “Once you were alienated from God and were en-
emies in your minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has 
reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you 
holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation” (Colos-
sians 1:21-22).

God’s forgiveness of our sins is made possible through the death 
of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross: “For the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 
6:23); “Yet to all who received him [Jesus Christ], to those who be-
lieved in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (John 
1:12). “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith— and this 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one 
can boast” (Ephesians 2:8,9).

Have you received Christ as your personal Savior and Lord? If 
not, would you like to do this? Why not bow your head now and repeat 
the following prayer to God: “Dear God, I realize that I have sinned 
and fallen short of your glory. I believe that Jesus Christ died for my 

1. E. Paul Hovey, Compiler, The Treasury of Inspirational Anecdote, Quota-
tions, and Illustrations (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell, 1959), p. 185.

sins. Based upon this faith, I would like to receive Him into my life right 
now as my personal Lord and Savior. Thank you for forgiving my sins. 
Please make me the person you would like me to be. Thank you for 
hearing my prayer and for giving me eternal life.”

If you said this prayer and meant it then you have become a child 
of God and can rest assured that Christ is in your life, for He said in 
Revelation 3:20, “Here I am! I stand at the door [to your life] and knock. 
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat 
with him, and he with me.” Christ would never lie or deceive you. Begin 
each day by thanking Him that He lives within you and asking Him 
what He would have you do to bring honor to His name.

Forgiving Others
Peter asked our Lord Jesus Christ how often we should forgive 

others who sin against us, suggesting what he thought to be a gener-
ous offer of seven times. Our Lord shocked Peter by saying, “seventy-
seven times” (see Matthew 18:21,22). This is not limiting forgiveness 
to 77 times, but is another way of saying that our forgiveness should 
know no limits. Then Jesus illustrated this to Peter by telling him a par-
able of a king who had a servant who owed him the equivalent of ten 
million dollars. The servant could not pay it, and he and his family were 
to be sold into slavery. So he fell on his face before the king and asked 
to be given more time. The response of the king was amazing— he 
canceled the debt and let him go (see verses 23-27).

This same servant then refused to forgive a fellow servant who 
owed him only a few dollars; in fact, he had him thrown into prison. The 
king, upon hearing of this, called the unforgiving servant and said to 
him, “You wicked servant… I canceled all that debt of yours because 
you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow ser-
vant just as I had on you?” (verses 32,33).

Then Jesus, in telling this parable, adds these remarkable words: 
“In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, un-
til he should pay back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father 
will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart” 
(verse 35).

Jesus is telling us that we will not be able to experience God’s 
forgiveness of our sins in a meaningful way as long we harbor un-
forgiveness toward another in our hearts. Isaiah 59:2 says, “But your 
iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden 
his face from you, so that he will not hear.”

2 Corinthians
Lesson 3
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Jesus is also telling us that the person who does not forgive oth-
ers will suffer greater consequences than the one not forgiven. How 
true this is! We become the slave of our own unforgiving attitude. This 
attitude creates anger, resentment, and even bitterness, which will af-
fect every area of our lives. The person who has hurt us can be on 
the other side of the world having a wonderful time, while we boil with 
resentment when we think of them.

“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, 
along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. Be 
imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of 
love just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant of-
fering and sacrifice to God” (Ephesians 4:31—5:2, italics added). One 
of the ways we imitate God and display to others around us the very 
nature of God is by forgiving others.

Are you angry with someone because of something they have 
said or done? Would you be willing to forgive them? Does this mean 
that person deserves to be forgiven? No, not necessarily. Does it 
mean that what they did to you wasn’t bad, even despicable? Abso-
lutely not! But the only way to experience the freedom Christ wants to 
give us is to walk in truth. “Then you will know the truth and the truth 
will set you free” (John 8:32). The truth is that we must forgive others 
in order to show to a lost world the true nature of our God and in order 
to be set free from the prison of anger, resentment and bitterness. 
Will you do it? Ask God to help you. As we yield our right to be hurt 
and angry to God, and walk in obedience to His commands, we can 
ask Him to strengthen us, and through the power of His Holy Spirit He 
enables us to forgive others.

What does it mean “to forgive and forget”? Does this mean that 
God will wipe away our memories? I don’t think so. I believe to forget 
biblically means that I will never bring up the offense again. Not only 
will I not bring it up to the person involved, but when I am tempted to 
dwell on it in my mind I must deliberately, as an act of my will, refuse 
to think about it and, instead, focus on the goodness and forgiveness 
of God toward me. As I consistently refuse to dwell upon the wrong, 
it gradually fades from the dark print of my memory, and finally into 
insignificance.

Seeking the Forgiveness of Others
We can see how much this means to our Lord in Matthew 5:23-

24: “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there re-
member that your brother has something against you, leave your gift 
there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother, 
then come and offer your gift.” God puts the responsibility upon each 
individual to be a forgiving person, as well as to seek forgiveness 
when we have offended others. We are to take the initiative and go to 
them, confessing our sin and seeking forgiveness.

You may be saying, “This is too hard. I can’t do this.” We have 
the promise of God in Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me” (NKJV). Let’s determine to become quick 
to forgive and to seek forgiveness so that we may display to those 
around us the loving, compassionate, forgiving nature of Jesus Christ!

2 Corinthians 2:5-11

Some scholars believe that the background for these verses is 
found in 1 Corinthians 5. Paul had confronted the Corinthians because 
they were condoning an immoral situation in the church. A member 
of the church was living in an adulterous, incestuous relationship with 
his stepmother (see verse 1). They even became arrogant about it, 
perhaps feeling as though they were demonstrating “love” to this man. 
Paul instructed them to remove this man from their midst (see verses 
11-13) in the same way the Jews removed leavening from their homes 
during Passover (see verses 6-7) because sin is like leavening; it 
spreads and affects in some way everything it touches.

The church must have done as Paul advised because Titus has 
brought Paul the news that this man has repented. Now Paul urges 
the Corinthians to forgive him and restore him to their fellowship. No-
tice the actions required and the potential results outlined for us in 2 
Corinthians 2:6-8 in this process of discipline and forgiveness. First, 
punishment (see verse 6), which led to repentance; then, forgiveness 
(see verse 7) to prevent despair; followed by comfort (see verse 7), 
which brings assurance; and finally, reaffirmation of love (see verse 8) 
to set in motion the restoration process. “No discipline seems pleas-
ant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest 
of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it” 
(Hebrews 12:11).

There is a strong warning given in 2 Corinthians 2:10-11 of the 
danger of an unforgiving attitude. When we do not forgive the person 
who has repented, then we open our lives to the involvement of Sa-
tan and give him the advantage. He gains not only from the sin but 
also from the lack of forgiveness. The word “schemes” comes from a 
word in the Greek which means “the mind.” Satan is an expert at mind 
games. “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). 
Have you fallen prey to his mind games? Are you being devoured by 
an unforgiving attitude toward someone?

Or perhaps you are the one who has fallen into sin and are in 
need of forgiveness. Has Satan convinced you that you can never be 
forgiven for something you have done? When we do not confess our 
sins and release them to God, we give Satan a stronghold in our lives 
and he becomes our taskmaster.

“Richard Hoefler’s book Will Daylight Come? includes a homey 
illustration of how sin enslaves and forgiveness frees.

“‘A little boy visiting his grandparents was given his first slingshot. 
He practiced in the woods, but he could never hit his target.

“‘As he came back to Grandma’s back yard, he spied her pet 
duck. On an impulse he took aim and let fly. The stone hit, and the 
duck fell dead.

“‘The boy panicked. Desperately he hid the dead duck in the 
woodpile, only to look up and see his sister watching. Sally had seen 
it all, but she said nothing.
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“‘After lunch that day, Grandma said, “Sally, let’s wash the dish-
es.”

“‘But Sally said, “Johnny told me he wanted to help in the kitchen 
today. Didn’t you, Johnny?” And she whispered to him, “Remember 
the duck!” So Johnny did the dishes.

“‘Later Grandpa asked if the children wanted to go fishing. Grand-
ma said, “I’m sorry, but I need Sally to help make supper.” Sally smiled 
and said, “That’s all taken care of. Johnny wants to do it.” Again she 
whispered, “Remember the duck.” Johnny stayed while Sally went 
fishing.

“‘After several days of Johnny doing both his chores and Sally’s, 
finally he couldn’t stand it. He confessed to Grandma that he’d killed 
the duck.

“‘“I know, Johnny,” she said, giving him a hug. “I was standing 
at the window and saw the whole thing. Because I love you, I forgave 
you. I wondered how long you would let Sally make a slave of you.”’”1

Have you allowed unconfessed sin to separate you from God or a 
member of your family or a friend? Remember 1 John 1:9 says, “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness.” Seek God’s forgiveness first, then 
go to that person and make peace. You will be glad you did!

2 Corinthians 2:12-17

Paul traveled all the way from Ephesus to Troas, a city in the 
northwest corner of Asia Minor (Turkey). He found that God had 
opened wide a door of opportunity for him to minister. He had ex-
pected to find his faithful friend and co-worker Titus there, and when 
he couldn’t find him he became deeply concerned. He left Troas and 
sailed to Macedonia to further search for him.

In verses 14-16 Paul is using a word picture which would have 
been very familiar to those who read this letter. It is the Roman Tri-
umph. This is a special parade Rome gave to their conquering heroes. 
If a general won a complete victory over an enemy, killing at least 
5,000 enemy soldiers and gaining new territory for the Emperor, then 
this general was entitled to a Roman Triumph. This procession fol-
lowed a special route through the city with the crowds cheering them 
along the way. Leading the procession would be the state officials 
and the Roman senate, then the trumpeters. Next would be some of 
the spoils taken from the conquered territory, followed by models of 
enemy forts and ships that had fallen in battle. Following this came 
the captive princes, leaders and generals in chains. The next person 
in this procession was a Roman officer carrying a bundle of rods, with 
an ax bound in among them, which was customarily carried before 
the superior Roman magistrates as a badge of their power over life 
and limb. They were followed by the musicians with their lyres; then 
the priests swinging their censers, which had sweet-smelling incense 
burning in them. Finally, there was the general himself, standing in a 
chariot drawn by four horses, then his family riding in another chariot, 

1. Larson, Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from Leadership Journal, 
p. 89.

followed by the conquering army wearing all their decorations and 
shouting a great cry of triumph!

This parade ended at the Circus Maximus where the helpless 
captives would entertain the people by fighting wild beasts, a certain 
death. As those pagan Roman priests burned the incense in that pa-
rade, its odor affected people in different ways. To the Roman citizens 
and triumphant soldiers, it was the odor of life and victory. But to the 
conquered enemy, it was the odor of death and defeat.

Using this picture, Paul says Christians are the fragrance of Je-
sus Christ to God. We are the fragrance of life to fellow believers, 
but the fragrance of death to unbelievers. What an awesome picture 
this presents. We, as Christians, by the way we live and work, mean 
life or death to those around us. Let’s ask ourselves, “What kind of 
fragrance of Jesus Christ is coming from my life? Do I need to make 
some changes?”

Remember that you are the only Bible that many people will see. 
Pray that they will seek to know Jesus Christ as they look at your vic-
torious life. “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him” (Colossians 3:17). “To them [the saints] God has chosen to make 
known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27).

What an honor to follow in that victory parade our triumphant gen-
eral, the Lord Jesus Christ! He won the victory over sin at the cross 
and over death by the empty tomb. Therefore, as Christians we march 
from victory, not to victory. “But thanks be to God! He gives us the vic-
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57).

Paul assures the Corinthians of his sincerity; he is not a peddler. 
This is the image of a street salesman who is shouting all the benefits 
of his wares. He is primarily interested in selling his products. There 
are peddlers in every age, those who are willing to sell anything the 
public is willing to buy. How do we recognize them?

First of all, we must study the Bible to know the truth of what 
it teaches. Then we can recognize error. Secondly, Paul says they 
peddle for profit, so heed the old saying, “Follow the money trail.” Look 
for the profit motive, either monetary or in power and prestige.

When people are trained to recognize counterfeit bills, they don’t 
study the counterfeit bills. They study the real thing, the bills that have 
been printed by the U.S. Treasury department. Thus we also are to 
study the “real thing,” which is the Bible, God’s holy and inspired Word. 
Then we can recognize the counterfeit teachers so prevalent in our 
day.

2 Corinthians 3:1-6 • False Teachers

One type of “peddler” that Paul and the other apostles were con-
stantly having to refute was a group called the “Judaizers.” This group 
was made up of Pharisees who found it difficult to believe that simply 
trusting Christ for salvation and allowing the Holy Spirit to work in the 
heart was enough, for they had spent their lives trying to please God 

2 Corinthians Lesson 3
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by keeping the Law. The main teaching they were peddling was that 
salvation is through faith in Christ plus keeping the Law. (Read Acts 
15:1-29, which tells how the apostles dealt with this issue.) A pastor 
in our community, who is now with the Lord, was a great soul-winner 
and teacher. I have never forgotten something he repeated frequently: 
“Christ plus anything equals nothing, but Christ plus nothing equals 
everything.”

These false teachers had come to Corinth with their forged let-
ters of commendation and were being widely accepted by many in 
the church. Their teaching was very popular, for it is much easier to 
measure progress (thereby receiving applause and acceptance from 
others) when we are given some code of outward behavior to live by 
than by looking at our hearts (our inner desires and motivations) to 
see what changes are taking place there. It is true that, when Christ 
changes our hearts, our outward behavior is inevitably affected. How-
ever, when we make conforming to an outward code of behavior our 
goal, our hearts often remain unchanged. The Lord Jesus Christ, in 
speaking to the Pharisees, said in Matthew 15:7-9, “You hypocrites! 
Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: ‘These people honor 
me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in 
vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.’”

The husband of a friend, after receiving Christ as His Savior, real-
ized that a lady who lived in his neighborhood when he was a boy must 
have been a Christian, for she had befriended him on many occasions. 
He was confident she had been praying for him over the years, and 
determined to look her up on his next trip to his hometown. When he 
located her, he thanked her for praying for him and told her that Christ 
now lived in his heart. Upon hearing this she took a step back and 
looked him up and down carefully, then looking directly into his eyes 
she took a step closer and said, “So what’s He doing in there?” That is 
a legitimate question, isn’t it? What is Christ doing in your heart? Are 
you simply trusting Him as your Savior and allowing Him to change 
your inner desires and attitudes? If so, what changes have you ob-
served? Or are you trying to please God by adhering to an outward 
code of behavior?

Paul tells the Corinthians they are his living letters of commenda-
tion, for it was through his ministry that they had learned and received 
the Gospel. They are the validation of the truth of his message and 
that it is directly from God, for they have experienced the life-giving 
ministry of the Holy Spirit in their hearts.

2 Corinthians 3:7-11 • Surpassing Glory

The Law received by Moses from God gave to man the righ-
teous requirements of a holy God, and as such revealed the glory of 
God. However, it was written in tablets of stone so it could only bring 
condemnation. The Law was given to show us our sin (see Romans 
3:19,20) and to bring us to Christ (see Galatians 3:24).

When Christ died, He fulfilled every requirement of the Law (see 
Romans 10:4). Since that time His life-giving Holy Spirit is placed in 
our hearts when we believe. The Law, because it was external, could 
only produce guilt and death. But the Holy Spirit living in us produces 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness and self-control (see Galatians 5:22,23). We are not to approach 
the Law expecting to fulfill it, for no one can (see Galatians 2:16). 
Instead we must come to Christ, receive Him as our Savior, surrender 
to Him as Lord and let Him live His life through us. Thus, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, the Law is fulfilled in our lives (see Zechariah 4:6). 
This is the glory that will last.

2 Corinthians 3:12-18

When Moses came down from the mountain, he veiled his face 
originally because the Israelites were afraid (see Exodus 34:29-35). 
However, Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 3:13 that Moses kept the veil 
so that the people could not see the glory of God fading. When the 
nation of Israel rejected Christ, their minds were hardened and the 
veil that Moses wore still blinds them to the Person of Christ. How-
ever, when we (Jew or Gentile) come to Christ, confessing our sins 
and believing in Christ’s sufficiency, then the righteousness of God is 
ascribed to us (see 2 Corinthians 5:21). The Holy Spirit of God comes 
to dwell in us and sets us free to live by His power (see Romans 8:9). 
There is no longer any need to be concerned about transforming our-
selves by conforming to an external code of laws, but rather to focus 
our attention on being transformed by the power of His Spirit, remem-
bering that this is a lifetime process of transformation, not an overnight 
or immediate occurrence.

Philippians 1:6 says, “Being confident of this, that he who began 
a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.” What a wonderful Savior is Jesus our Lord! Are you experienc-
ing the transforming power of the Holy Spirit in your life? If not, why not 
talk to the Lord about this now?
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

ɶɶ PrayɶandɶaskɶGodɶtoɶspeakɶtoɶyouɶthroughɶHisɶHolyɶSpirit.
ɶɶ UseɶonlyɶtheɶBibleɶforɶyourɶanswers.
ɶɶ Writeɶdownɶyourɶanswersɶandɶtheɶversesɶyouɶused.
ɶɶ Answerɶtheɶ“Challenge”ɶquestionsɶifɶyouɶhaveɶtheɶtimeɶandɶwantɶtoɶdoɶthem.
ɶɶ Shareɶyourɶanswersɶtoɶtheɶ“Personal”ɶquestionsɶwithɶtheɶclassɶonlyɶifɶyouɶwantɶtoɶshareɶthem.

First Day: Read the commentary on 2 Corinthians 2:5—3:18.

1.ɶ Whatɶnewɶorɶhelpfulɶthoughtɶdidɶyouɶfindɶinɶtheɶcommentaryɶonɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ2:5—3:18ɶorɶfromɶyourɶteacher’sɶlecture?ɶWhatɶpersonalɶapplica-
tionɶdidɶyouɶchooseɶtoɶapplyɶtoɶyourɶlife?

2.ɶ Theɶsuggestedɶmemoryɶverseɶisɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ3:18ɶorɶyouɶmayɶchooseɶaɶdifferentɶverse.ɶShareɶyourɶmemoryɶverseɶwithɶyourɶdiscussionɶgroupɶ
orɶwithɶsomeoneɶelseɶtoɶencourageɶthem.

Second Day: Read 2 Corinthians 4, concentrating on verses 1-6.

1.ɶ Readɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ4:1.ɶWhyɶdoɶyouɶthinkɶbelieversɶshouldɶnotɶloseɶheart?ɶSeeɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ3:6.

2.ɶ HowɶdoesɶPaulɶsayɶheɶhasɶhandledɶtheɶWordɶofɶGod?ɶSeeɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ4:2.

3.ɶ Accordingɶtoɶtheɶfollowingɶverses,ɶwhatɶareɶweɶasɶbelieversɶtoɶdoɶwithɶtheɶWordɶofɶGod?ɶByɶwhatɶpowerɶcanɶweɶdoɶthis?

Matthewɶ28:19,20

Actsɶ1:8

4.ɶ a.ɶ Readɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ4:3,4.ɶWhoɶisɶperishingɶandɶwhatɶhasɶSatanɶdoneɶtoɶthem?ɶHowɶdoesɶ1ɶCorinthiansɶ2:14ɶhelpɶyouɶunderstandɶthis?

b.ɶ Personal:ɶReadɶJohnɶ3:16,17.ɶDoɶyouɶsufferɶwithɶtheɶsameɶachingɶheartɶasɶGodɶdoesɶbecauseɶyouɶknowɶpeopleɶwhoɶhaveɶturnedɶtheirɶ
backsɶonɶGod?ɶDoɶyouɶprayɶforɶthoseɶwhoɶneedɶtoɶmeetɶJesusɶasɶtheirɶSavior?ɶDoɶyouɶprayɶthatɶGodɶwillɶuseɶyouɶtoɶsowɶtheɶseedsɶofɶ
Christ’sɶloveɶinɶtheirɶlives?

5.ɶ a.ɶ WhatɶdoesɶPaulɶcallɶhimselfɶinɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ4:5?ɶLookɶupɶthisɶwordɶinɶtheɶdictionaryɶandɶwriteɶtheɶdefinitionɶhere.

2ɶCorinthiansɶLessonɶ3
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b. Personal: Does this define your own attitude and actions in your relationships with those around you? How could you be more like this? 
Pray and ask for God’s help in this area.

6. According to 2 Corinthians 4:6 who commanded the light to shine at the creation of the world? Where does this light also shine and what does 
it give?

Third Day: Read 2 Corinthians 4 again, concentrating on verses 7-12.

1. a. What is the “treasure” Paul refers to in 2 Corinthians 4:7? Re read verse 6 to help you with your answer. Where is this treasure and what 
does this show according to verse 7?

b. How do the following verses help you understand this?

 Matthew 5:16

 John 8:12

2. Personal: Rewrite 2 Corinthians 4:7 using your name in the verse. If you begin to live according to this truth, how will it change your attitudes 
and actions?

3. In 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 how does Paul contrast the things that have happened to them and the result?

We are: a.     But not: a.

    b.      b.

    c.      c.

    d.      d.

4. a. What does Jesus tell us about trouble in John 16:33?

b. What is one reason our faith is tried according to 1 Peter 1:6-7?

c. Personal: Read 1 Peter 5:6-7. Do you feel anxious about trouble and trials in your life? Why not pray now and give your anxiety to God?

5. Re-read 2 Corinthians 4:10-11. How do the following verses help you understand this?

Matthew 16:24-25

Galatians 2:20
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Fourth Day: Concentrate on 2 Corinthians 4:13-18.

1. a. In 2 Corinthians 4:13a Paul quotes from Psalm 116:10. What does Paul do that David also did?

b. Personal: Do you have the same “spirit of faith” as Paul did? How has God worked in your life recently? Does this make you want to speak 
and tell others about Him?

2. According to 2 Corinthians 4:14 what did God do for Jesus and what will He do for all believers?

3. What does the abundant grace of God produce according to 2 Corinthians 4:15?

4. a. In 2 Corinthians 4:16 what happens to the outward man and when is the inward man renewed?

b. Personal: Have you experienced this in your own life? How? Share if possible with your group to encourage others.

5. In comparison with eternity how long do our troubles last according to 2 Corinthians 4:17?

6. What does 2 Corinthians 4:18 tell us to do? Try and write this verse in your own words.

Fifth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 5:1-10, concentrating on verses 1-5.

1. In light of the fact that our earthly tent is our body, how will we be changed when we die according to 2 Corinthians 5:1?

2. Challenge: How does Romans 8:23 help you understand why we groan in 2 Corinthians 5:2-4?

3. Challenge: Read the following verses and tell what you learn about our bodily resurrection.

1 Corinthians 15:42-57 (summarize briefly)

Philippians 3:20,21

4. a. What does 2 Corinthians 5:5 tell us?

b. What does Jesus say in John 14:1-3,16-17 that assures us of this?

2 Corinthians Lesson 3

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.



28 Joy of Living Bible Studies

5. a. What does the Holy Spirit guarantee the believer in Ephesians 1:13-14?

b. Personal: Have you received this guarantee through believing in Jesus Christ as your Savior? Thank God for this wonderful Counselor, 
the Holy Spirit, who is ready to guide you day-by-day.

Sixth Day: Concentrate on 2 Corinthians 5:6-10.

1.  How is our present relationship with the Lord described in 2 Corinthians 5:6,8?

2.  How then are we to live according to 2 Corinthians 5:7?

3. How does Hebrews 11:1 define faith?

4. a. What is our goal according to 2 Corinthians 5:9?

b. How do we pursue this goal according to Colossians 1:10-12?

5. a. Challenge: The judgment seat mentioned in 2 Corinthians 5:10 is where the believers’ works are judged. What do the following verses tell 
about this? Note: This judgment does not affect your salvation, but determines what you have done with your life as a Christian.

 Matthew 16:27

 Romans 14:10-12

 1 Corinthians 3:10-15

b. Personal: How do you think this final judgment should influence the way you live now?

6. Pray with and for the members of your discussion group. Thank God for the things you are learning about Him through studying His Word. 
You may wish to record prayer requests, answers to prayer, and praise in a separate prayer notebook.
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2 Corinthians 4:1—5:10

“Leonardo da Vinci had started work on a large canvas in his 
studio. For a while he worked at it—choosing the subject, planning the 
perspective, sketching the outline, applying the colors, with his own 
inimitable genius. Then suddenly he ceased, the painting still unfin-
ished, and, summoning one of his students, invited him to complete 
the work. The student protested that he was both unworthy and unable 
to complete the great painting which his master had begun. But da 
Vinci silenced him. ‘Will not what I have done inspire you to do your 
best?’

“Our Master began two thousand years ago—by what he said, 
by what he did, and supremely by what he suffered. He illustrated his 
message and he has left us to finish the picture.”1

2 Corinthians 4:1-6

Paul had a good grasp on the picture that our Lord Jesus Christ 
had begun and was determined to do his part in helping to finish it. It 
is a glorious picture of life, salvation, and righteousness to all who will 
receive it. It is a glorious picture because it deals in matters concern-
ing life and death and eternal things and, therefore, its glory will never 
fade away. In fact, it begins in glory and grows into ever-increasing 
glory (see 2 Corinthians 3:18).

Paul looked upon his ministry as a gift from God. Do you? Do you 
see the place where you have been called to serve as a ministry from 
God? Many people do not. A lady who had once worked for several 
years in the children’s program of her church was asked if she would 
do so again as workers were needed. She answered, “No, indeed! 
I paid my dues when my children were small. Now let these young 
mothers do the same.” How sad that she had looked upon those years 
not as a privilege of ministry but as a payment of dues.

Our attitude makes all the difference in how we see our oppor-
tunities to serve. The following is a statement concerning attitude by 
well-known Bible teacher Charles Swindoll,

“The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.
Attitude, to me, is more important than facts.

1. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited, p. 442.

It is more important than the past, than education, than money, 
than circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what 
other people think or say or do.

It is more important than appearance, giftedness or skill.

It will make or break a company… a church… a home.

The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding the 
attitude we will embrace for that day.

We cannot change our past.

We cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way.

We cannot change the inevitable.

The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and 
that is our attitude.

I am convinced that life is 10 percent what happens to me and 90 
percent how I react to it.

And so it is with you.

We are in charge of our attitudes.”2

Paul tells us that the ministry God gives us is an extension of His 
mercy toward us. How incredible that the great Creator God would 
allow us, sinful people, to be a part of His work on this earth! He cer-
tainly doesn’t need us. He could easily have accomplished His pur-
pose some other way.

“Rusty Stevens, a Navigators director in Virginia Beach, Virginia, 
tells this story:

“‘As I feverishly pushed the lawn mower around our yard, I won-
dered if I’d finish before dinner. Mikey, our 6-year-old, walked up and, 
without even asking, stepped in front of me and placed his hands on 
the mower handle. Knowing that he wanted to help me, I quit pushing.

“‘The mower quickly slowed to a stop. Chuckling inwardly at his 
struggles, I resisted the urge to say, “Get out of here, kid. You’re in my 
way,” and said instead, “Here, Son, I’ll help you.” As I resumed push-
ing, I bowed my back and leaned forward, and walked spread-legged 
to avoid colliding with Mikey. The grass cutting continued, but more 
slowly, and less efficiently than before, because Mikey was “helping” 
me.

“‘Suddenly, tears came to my eyes as it hit me: This is the way my 
heavenly Father allows me to “help” Him build His Kingdom! I pictured 
my heavenly Father at work seeking, saving, and transforming the 

2. Public domain.
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lost, and there I was, with my weak hands “helping.” My Father could 
do the work by himself, but he doesn’t. He chooses to stoop grace-
fully to allow me to co-labor with him. Why? For my sake, because he 
wants me to have the privilege of ministering with him.’”1

The world is a mission field and the ministry God has given us is 
to live in such a way that Christ is seen in us, and to share the Gospel 
with those around us wherever we are: our workplace, the grocery 
store, at home caring for a spouse and/or children, or ailing parents. 
Where we are is not important, but what we are is crucial.

Paul’s attitude toward his ministry determined the way in which 
he ministered. Our attitude will do the same for us. What was Paul’s 
secret? He had great integrity and this was the very essence of his 
ministry. Let’s examine his attitudes toward ministry.

He did not lose heart (see 2 Corinthians 4:1). Paul refused to 
give up or be distracted. “Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let 
nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:58). There are many things to discourage us from living godly 
lives and sharing our faith. If we do not guard our time discerningly, 
we will find our schedules filled with so many “urgent” things that those 
things which honor and please our Lord are crowded out. We become 
like Martha, who was so busy doing things for the Lord that she had no 
time to be with Him (see Luke 10:38-42).

He renounced secret and shameful ways (see 2 Corinthians 4:2). 
Paul did not have a secret life that he kept hidden from others. His life 
was an open book for all to read. He refused hypocrisy on every level.

He refused deception and distortion of God’s Word (see verse 
2). Paul believed what Jesus said in John 6:44: “No one can come to 
me unless the Father who sent me draws him.” Therefore, he refused 
to play on anyone’s emotions or apply any subtle pressure in any way 
in order to get people to make “decisions” for Christ. Paul knew that 
when you tamper with the Word of God by adding something that isn’t 
there or omitting something that is, you misrepresent God and mislead 
people.

He set forth the truth plainly (see 2 Corinthians 4:2). Paul be-
lieved in being filled with grace and truth as Jesus is (see John 1:14). 
Jesus said, “But when he, the Spirit of truth [Holy Spirit], comes, he 
will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13). Paul had experienced the 
power of truth in his own life. “For the Word of God is living and active. 
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing 
soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes 
of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). Paul trusted the Holy Spirit to take the 
truth as Paul taught it and reach the conscience of the hearers and 
bring conviction in their hearts.

He knew some people would reject the truth (see 2 Corinthians 
4:3-4). Paul approached life and ministry realistically. He did not have 
unreal expectations. He knew the schemes of the enemy, Satan (see 
verse 4), as well as the heart of man (see John 3:19). As incredible 

1. Larson, Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from Leadership Journal, 
p. 153.

as it may seem, there are many who will reject the good news (see 
Matthew 7:13,14).

He did not promote himself (see 2 Corinthians 4:5). Paul was 
a man of integrity and, therefore, of humility. He did not rely on him-
self (see 1:9) nor commend himself (see 3:1-5) nor preach himself 
(see 4:5). He presented Jesus Christ as Lord (see verse 5). Paul had 
no hidden ambition to develop a “fan club.” He sought only to direct 
people to Christ.

He had the heart of a servant (see verse 5). He saw himself first 
of all as a servant to Christ and, consequently, a servant of men, as 
Jesus was: “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve” (Matthew 20:28).

Mark Twain once said, “Few things are harder to put up with than 
the annoyance of a good example.”2 Paul, however, is a wonderful role 
model. To quote a friend of mine, “May his tribe increase!” Take the 
time to review these qualities prayerfully and see if they describe your 
life and your ministry.

In 2 Corinthians 4:6 Paul compares God’s act of creation (see 
Genesis 1:3) to the new birth experienced by a person who believes 
the Gospel and trusts in Jesus Christ. “Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 
Corinthians 5:17). “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy” (1 
Peter 2:9-10).

2 Corinthians 4:7-12

In Judges 7 we have the remarkable story of how God used 
Gideon and his small army to defeat their enemy, the Midianites. Each 
member of the army carried an empty clay jar with a burning torch 
inside. The light inside, however, could not be seen in all its glory until 
the clay vessel was broken. So it is with us. Often God’s way of expos-
ing the indwelling light is by breaking the outer vessel. When Jesus 
fed the multitude from the five loaves and two fish, the bread had to 
be broken before it was used to feed the people (see Matthew 14:19).

God’s breaking process is different for each of us. The goal is that 
we “put no confidence in the flesh” (Philippians 3:3), but rather in God 
(see Ephesians 3:12). The light of God’s glory shines forth the bright-
est from a broken vessel. Don’t be afraid to show the cracks in your 
clay vessel; that is the way others can see Jesus.

Paul’s testimony in 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 of his life is amazing. 
He had pressure and stress from every possible source but was not 
crushed from the weight of it. Why? Because he trusted Jesus to carry 
that weight for him: “Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sus-
tain you; he will never let the righteous fall” (Psalm 55:22). “Cast all 
your anxiety on him because he cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). Paul had 
learned how to do this. Have you?

2. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited, p. 441.
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Paul was perplexed about many circumstances in his life. Life 
is like that for all of us, isn’t it? But he did not sink into long periods 
of depression and despondency. Why? Because he knew that “in all 
things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). “For I have learned to 
be content whatever the circumstances… I can do everything through 
him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:11,13). “Give thanks in all 
circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). Paul believed that no matter 
what the circumstances here on earth—whether good or bad—the 
best is yet to come! Do you believe that?

Persecution was a big part of Paul’s life. The Book of Acts relates 
many stories of this persecution. Yet even though Paul was persecut-
ed by man, he was never abandoned by God. “God has said, ‘Never 
will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’ So we say with confidence, 
‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?’” 
(Hebrews 13:5,6). Paul had great confidence in God’s promises. Do 
you?

Paul had occasions in his life when he felt that he was struck 
down. We have all had those times because of extreme pressures in 
our lives or because we have failed the Lord in some way. But Paul 
knew that, even though he was struck down, he had not struck out. 
That wonderful old hymn “How Firm a Foundation,” written by George 
Keith, says it well: “When thro’ the deep waters I call thee to go, The 
rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; For I will be with thee thy trials to 
bless, And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.”1

How can you look beyond the present difficulties? “Let us fix our 
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 
set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose 
heart” (Hebrews 12:2-3).

Jesus told us that in this world we will have trouble. It is a part 
of life in the real world where we live. But Jesus overcame everything 
this world could do to him, even death. By the power of God’s Spirit 
within us, we can too. Paul believed in the resurrection of believers 
to live forever with the Lord Jesus. It wasn’t just a nice thing to think 
about, it was a reality to him (see 2 Corinthians 4:14). It is one of the 
things that helped him when the going got rough. Do you have the 
assurance of going to heaven? If so, does that assurance help you to 
look beyond the present troubles to a future of joy and security? “He 
[God] will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away” (Revelation 21:4).

The death spoken of in 2 Corinthians 4:10-11 is the dying to our 
own personal selfish desires (including a life of ease) and accepting 
the experiences mentioned in verses 8 and 9. These struggles are a 
part of the process of allowing the life of Jesus to be seen in us. This 
produces the salt in our lives that makes those around us thirsty, and 
many will find life.

1. Copyright 1935. Public domain.

“On December 29, 1987, a Soviet cosmonaut returned to the 
earth after 326 days in orbit. He was in good health, which hasn’t al-
ways been the case in those record-breaking voyages. Five years ear-
lier, touching down after 211 days in space, two cosmonauts suffered 
from dizziness, high pulse rates, and heart palpitations. They couldn’t 
walk for a week, and after 30 days, they were still undergoing therapy 
for atrophied muscles and weakened hearts.

“At zero gravity, the muscles of the body begin to waste away 
because there is no resistance. To counteract this, the Soviets pre-
scribed a vigorous exercise program for the cosmonauts. They in-
vented the ‘penguin suit,’ a running suit laced with elastic bands. It 
resists every move the cosmonauts make, forcing them to exert their 
strength. Apparently the regimen is working.

“We often long dreamily for days without difficulty, but God knows 
better. The easier our life, the weaker our spiritual fiber, for strength of 
any kind grows only by exertion.”2

It is in the difficult times of our lives that what we believe about 
God becomes our mainstay. This is why we encourage you to make 
a list of the character traits (attributes) of God as you discover them 
in the Scriptures. Paul’s faith became stronger and deeper in all his 
sufferings. “But we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know 
that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has 
poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has 
given us” (Romans 5:3-5).

2 Corinthians 4:13-18 • Facing Hardship

There are many positive things to say for sheer determination. 
Have you ever observed a child learning to walk? If they gave up the 
first time they fell, or even after they have fallen a thousand times, they 
would never learn to walk, would they? There are many opportunities 
in life to quit, but Paul encourages the Corinthians to remember that 
this life is not all there is. Even though the physical body is deteriorat-
ing, the inner man (the real you) should be growing stronger. When 
we are in the Lord’s presence, all our earthly problems will fade into 
insignificance in light of heaven. The best is yet to come! Paul actually 
believed this and that is the reason he spoke with such authority. Do 
you believe this? Do you speak to others of your hope?

2 Corinthians 5:1-5 • Death and Dying

Death. No one escapes it. It doesn’t matter what our background 
is, our education, how much power we wield or money we have, or 
even how good our health is. We will all still die. In our culture, we do 
everything to avoid even discussing it. Because of the unwillingness to 
face the reality and finality of death, some have developed ideas about 
it that have become widely accepted by many.

 ɶ Some believe that, after death, the spirit of the deceased re-
mains around to be contacted by mediums.

2. Larson, Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from Leadership Journal, 
p. 60.
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 ɶ Some believe that we are involved in some type of recycling 
program called reincarnation, where we reach higher and 
higher levels of happiness if we live a good life or sink into 
lower levels of misery if we haven’t. Jesus said, “You must be 
born again” (John 3:7). This Eastern philosophy of reincarna-
tion says, “Yes, you must be born again, and again, and again 
and…”

 ɶ Some believe that this life is all there is; there simply is no 
afterlife.

What does the Bible teach? The Bible teaches that all die (see 
Ecclesiastes 7:2); it is the result of sin (see Romans 5:12); we die only 
once and after death we will be judged by God, and there will be no 
second chance for anyone (see Hebrews 9:27); only those who have 
received Christ will be saved (see John 14:6); when we die, if we are 
separated from God, the chasm that separates us is fixed forever (see 
Luke 16:19-31).

Paul compares our earthly bodies to a tent which is a temporary 
dwelling, but the resurrection body is a permanent dwelling. God has 
given us His indwelling Holy Spirit as a down payment to assure us of 
what is to come.

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 • Our Future Hope

Paul urges the Corinthians to live every day with eternity in view, 
seeking always to please the Lord. This way it doesn’t matter if we are 
living on earth or in heaven; we will be comfortable in His presence.

The judgment seat of Christ in 2 Corinthians 5:10 is for believers 
only, and each of us will appear there. The word rendered “judgment 
seat” is the word used to describe the appearance of the participants 
in the Isthmian Games before the Magistrate where the winners were 
awarded their prizes. We enter the race when we become Christians. 
All Christians will be in attendance at this “rewards banquet” where 
Christ Himself will present the rewards for what we have done during 
our earthly lives. Whatever we do in His Name, for His glory, Christ will 
reward (see Matthew 10:42; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 4:4-5).

When we think of spending eternity in the presence of God where 
there will be no more pain or sorrow or death, with our resurrection 
bodies made in Christ’s likeness, and being rewarded by Christ for our 
work on His behalf, how can we lose heart in the face of light afflictions 
here on earth? The best is yet to come!

“On a commuter fight from Portland, Maine, to Boston, Henry 
Dempsey, the pilot, heard an unusual noise near the rear of the small 
aircraft. He turned the controls over to his co-pilot and went back to 
check it out.

“As he reached the tail section, the plane hit an air pocket, and 
Dempsey was tossed against the rear door. He quickly discovered the 
source of the mysterious noise. The rear door had not been properly 
latched prior to takeoff, and it flew open. He was instantly sucked out 
of the jet.

“The co-pilot, seeing the red light that indicated an open door, 
radioed the nearest airport, requesting permission to make an emer-
gency landing. He reported that the pilot had fallen out of the plane, 
and he requested a helicopter search of that area of the ocean.

“After the plane landed, they found Henry Dempsey—holding 
onto the outdoor ladder of the aircraft. Somehow he had caught the 
ladder, held on for ten minutes as the plane flew 200 mph at an altitude 
of 4000 feet, and then, at landing, kept his head from hitting the run-
way, which was a mere twelve inches away. It took airport personnel 
several minutes to pry Dempsey’s fingers from the ladder.

“Things in life may be turbulent, and you may not feel like holding 
on. But have you considered the alternative?”1

As someone once said (and as Henry Dempsey would doubtless 
attest), “It is always too soon to give up.” This is certainly true where 
the Christian life is concerned. Always remember, “The best is yet to 
come!”

1. Larson, Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from Leadership Journal, 
p. 114.
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

ɶɶ PrayɶandɶaskɶGodɶtoɶspeakɶtoɶyouɶthroughɶHisɶHolyɶSpirit.
ɶɶ UseɶonlyɶtheɶBibleɶforɶyourɶanswers.
ɶɶ Writeɶdownɶyourɶanswersɶandɶtheɶversesɶyouɶused.
ɶɶ Answerɶtheɶ“Challenge”ɶquestionsɶifɶyouɶhaveɶtheɶtimeɶandɶwantɶtoɶdoɶthem.
ɶɶ Shareɶyourɶanswersɶtoɶtheɶ“Personal”ɶquestionsɶwithɶtheɶclassɶonlyɶifɶyouɶwantɶtoɶshareɶthem.

First Day: Read the commentary on 2 Corinthians 4:1—5:10.

1.ɶ Whatɶnewɶorɶhelpfulɶthoughtɶdidɶyouɶfindɶinɶtheɶcommentaryɶonɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ4:1—5:10ɶorɶfromɶyourɶteacher’sɶlecture?ɶWhatɶpersonalɶapplica-
tionɶdidɶyouɶchooseɶtoɶapplyɶtoɶyourɶlife?

2.ɶ Theɶsuggestedɶmemoryɶverseɶisɶ1ɶJohnɶ4:9,10ɶorɶyouɶmayɶchooseɶaɶdifferentɶverse.ɶShareɶyourɶmemoryɶverseɶwithɶyourɶdiscussionɶgroupɶorɶ
withɶsomeoneɶelseɶtoɶencourageɶthem.

Second Day: Read 2 Corinthians 5 again, concentrating on verse 10.

1.ɶ HowɶmanyɶChristiansɶmustɶappearɶbeforeɶtheɶjudgmentɶseatɶofɶChrist?ɶRemember,ɶthisɶisɶaɶjudgmentɶofɶbelievers’ɶworks,ɶnotɶofɶtheirɶsalvationɶ
fromɶsin.

2.ɶ Challenge:ɶHowɶdoɶtheɶfollowingɶversesɶrelateɶtoɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ5:10?

Proverbsɶ24:11-12

Ecclesiastesɶ12:14

1ɶCorinthiansɶ3:12-15

1ɶCorinthiansɶ4:4-5

3.ɶ WhatɶdidɶJesusɶtellɶtheɶdisciplesɶaboutɶrewardsɶinɶLukeɶ14:12-14?

4.ɶ Personal:ɶHowɶdoesɶthisɶpassageɶencourageɶyouɶtoɶserveɶChristɶbyɶservingɶothers?ɶCanɶyouɶthinkɶofɶspecificɶwaysɶyouɶcanɶdoɶthisɶnow?ɶEvenɶ
thoughɶnoɶoneɶelseɶeverɶnotices,ɶGodɶwill!

2ɶCorinthiansɶLessonɶ4
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Third Day: Read 2 Corinthians 5 again, concentrating on verses 11-15.

1. What motivated Paul to service in the following verses?

2 Corinthians 5:11

2 Corinthians 5:12

2 Corinthians 5:13

2 Corinthians 5:14-15

2. In 2 Corinthians 5:11 Paul says he fears the Lord. What do you learn about the fear of the Lord in the following verses?

Exodus 20:20

Job 28:28

3. Challenge: How did Paul want the Corinthians to feel about him? See 2 Corinthians 5:12.

4. a. Paul indicates in 2 Corinthians 5:13 that some people may think he is “mad.” What does he say about this?

b. What does the family of Jesus call Him in Mark 3:21?

c. Personal: Have you ever experienced this attitude from unbelievers? Please share without mentioning names.

5. In 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 the focus is on Christ’s love for us, not our love for Him. Write out these verses, putting your name in them if you wish, 
and thank God for His love.

6. How did Christ show His love for us? Summarize the following verses.

John 3:16

Romans 5:6-8

1 John 4:9-10

Fourth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 5 again, concentrating on verses 16-21.

1. a. If you are a person “in Christ,” what does Paul call you? See 2 Corinthians 5:17.
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b. How does this happen according to John 5:24?

2. Personal: What changes in attitudes, goals, friends, commitments, priorities, ways of thinking, values, or relationships have taken place in your 
life since you became a new creation? Be prepared to share one specific thing if possible.

3. a. Look up the word “reconcile” in a dictionary or Bible dictionary and write the definition here.

b. According to Romans 4:7,8 and 5:10, what happens to us when we are reconciled to God?

4. a. We are called ambassadors in 2 Corinthians 5:20. What is the Christian’s responsibility as an ambassador for Christ according to verses 
19b-20?

b. Who appointed us as ambassadors according to John 20:21?

5. Why is reconciliation with God necessary? See Isaiah 59:1-2.

6. a. How was reconciliation accomplished according to 2 Corinthians 5:21?

b. Personal: Write a prayer of thanksgiving to God for His gift that made it possible for you to be reconciled to Him.

Fifth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 6:1-10, concentrating on verses 1-2.

1. Challenge: Write 2 Corinthians 6:1-2 in your own words.

2. In 2 Corinthians 6:1 Paul speaks of God’s grace. What do you learn about the grace of God in the following verses? These are good references 
to add to your attribute list.

Nehemiah 9:28-31

Ephesians 1:7,8

3. In 2 Corinthians 6:2 what message is it that God wants us to deliver to the world?

4. a. What in 2 Corinthians 6:2 shows Paul’s sense of urgency?

2 Corinthians Lesson 4
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b. How does Isaiah express this thought in Isaiah 55:6?

5. a. Personal: Have you sought the Lord of salvation? Write Ephesians 2:8-10 here and add your name into the verse.

b. Personal: Do you also have this sense of urgency? We don’t know what the future will bring for ourselves or for those around us. Don’t put 
off responding to God’s call! Who has He asked you to share Jesus Christ with?

Sixth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 6:1-10 again, concentrating on verses 3-10.

1. a. Why is it important that we do not become a stumbling block to others according to 2 Corinthians 6:3?

b. How does Romans 14:12-13 add to this?

2. List the trials Paul had endured in 2 Corinthians 6:4,5.

3. List the tools Paul used in his ministry in 2 Corinthians 6:6-7.

4. All Christians have the same tools available to them. Name the parts of the armor of God listed in Ephesians 6:10-17. Practice putting on the 
armor of God each morning. Don’t go out unprotected when God has given you these wonderful weapons to resist the flaming arrows of Satan.

5. a. In 2 Corinthians 6:8-10 Paul contrasts the way his life appears to the world to the reality he experiences in Christ. What is the last contrast 
in verse 10?

b. True wealth does not consist of worldly possessions, but in being rich toward God. What do the following verses say about this?

 Ephesians 3:8

 Philippians 4:19

 Colossians 2:2-3

6. Pray with and for the members of your discussion group. Thank God for the things you are learning about Him through studying His Word. 
You may wish to record prayer requests, answers to prayer, and praise in a separate prayer notebook.
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2 Corinthians 5:9—6:10

“‘While serving as a missionary in Laos,’ tells John Hess-Yoder, ‘I 
discovered an illustration of the kingdom of God.

“‘Before the colonialists imposed national boundaries, the kings 
of Laos and Vietnam reached an agreement on taxation in the border 
areas. Those who ate short-grain rice, built their houses on stilts, and 
decorated them with Indian-style serpents were considered Laotians. 
On the other hand, those who ate long-grain rice, built their houses 
on the ground, and decorated them with Chinese-style dragons were 
considered Vietnamese.

“‘The exact location of a person’s home was not what determined 
his or her nationality. Instead, each person belonged to the kingdom 
whose cultural values he or she exhibited.

“‘So it is with us: we live in the world, but as part of God’s king-
dom, we are to live according to his kingdom’s standards and values.’”1

2 Corinthians 5:9-15 • Living for God

Paul urges the Corinthians to live every day according to the 
standards and values of God’s kingdom. Do you make it your goal 
every day, as Paul says in verse 9, to please the Lord? What are some 
of the things the Bible tells us pleases the Lord?

Living Sacrifices: “Offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God… Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will 
be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will” (Romans 12:1-2).

Righteousness, Peace and Joy: “For the kingdom of God is not a 
matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleas-
ing to God and approved by men” (Romans 14:17-18).

Children of Light: “No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a 
man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and 
of God… Therefore do not be partners with them. For you were once 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for 
the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 
and find out what pleases the Lord” (Ephesians 5:5,7-10).

1. Larson, Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from Leadership Journal, 
p. 125.

An Acceptable Sacrifice: “I have received full payment and even 
more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphro-
ditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable 
sacrifice, pleasing to God” (Philippians 4:18).

Obey Your Parents: “Children, obey your parents in everything, 
for this pleases the Lord” (Colossians 3:20).

Doing His Will: “May the God of peace, who through the blood 
of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for 
doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen” (Hebrews 
13:20-21).

These few verses give us some insight as to what pleases God. 
As we grow in the knowledge of His Word, He will reveal to us more 
and more the things which please Him.

Paul sets forth two reasons in 2 Corinthians 5 for seeking to live 
a life that is pleasing to God.

First, we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ (see 
verse 10). The word translated “appear” means “to be revealed.” It is 
easy to pretend now, but there will be no pretending at the judgment 
seat. This will be a place of reckoning or accounting. Jesus will look 
beyond the quantity of our works, and He will judge the quality (see 
1 Corinthians 3:12-15). He will also judge the motivation behind our 
works and “bring to light what is hidden in darkness and expose the 
motives of men’s hearts” (1 Corinthians 4:5).

Second, Christ’s love compels us (see 2 Corinthians 5:14). 
Christ’s love for all people lived in Paul’s heart, compelling him to live 
a life that was approved of God, and compelling him to commit his life 
to the ministry of persuading people to believe the Gospel and sur-
render their lives to Christ.

It is because these two reasons were so much a part of his char-
acter that Paul was able to say that his motivation and his ministry 
were plain to God and should be plain to the Corinthians; therefore, 
they could be proud of the way he lived and what he taught (see vers-
es 11b-12). Listen to the words of this great apostle to the elders of the 
Ephesian church near the end of his life: “Now I know that none of you 
among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see 
me again. Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the 
blood of all men. For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole 
will of God” (Acts 20:25-27).

2 Corinthians
Lesson 5
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In response to the previous Scripture, read the following prayer 
and see if it represents the desire of your heart:

“O God, what a convicting statement. Father, I present my body 
to you. I realize that I do not belong to myself for I have been brought 
with a price, the precious blood of Christ. I want the goal of my life to 
be one of pleasing You. Please work mightily in my life, enabling me to 
live daily in such a way that someday I, too, will be able to say along 
with Paul, this great servant of Christ, ‘I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who 
have longed for his appearing’ [2 Timothy 4:7-8]. Amen!”

Is this how you feel? Then why not bow right now and repeat it to 
God? Then begin to watch carefully for the hand of God upon your life 
in new ways. You will begin to enjoy more and more the sweetness of 
His presence. “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the 
one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I 
too will love him and show myself to him” (John 14:21).

The Fear of the Lord

It is interesting that Paul mentions fear of the Lord in relationship 
to the judgment seat of Christ. The word translated “fear” is the same 
one from which we get our English word “phobia.” Fear is a normal hu-
man emotion and a healthy one when it is kept in the proper perspec-
tive. How do we teach our children to fear stepping into the path of a 
car? We prepare them before they are on their own by training them to 
“stop, look, and listen” before stepping into the street. This is a healthy 
fear of the consequences of doing otherwise.

Paul wants us to be prepared beforehand to stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ. How do we do this? By making it our aim to 
live a life pleasing to Him (see 2 Corinthians 5:9), by persuading others 
to do the same (see verse 11), and by falling in love with Jesus so that 
His love overflows from us, compelling us onward and upward.

Paul had no fear of facing hell and an eternity separated from 
God since he knew he had adequately prepared beforehand by receiv-
ing Christ as his Savior. (See Acts 9 for the story of Paul’s conversion.) 
He knew nothing could ever separate him from the love of Christ, re-
vealed through His death on the cross (see Romans 8:37-39).

There are some things we need to know about death in order to 
prepare for it.

First, you are not prepared to die until you have been born again. 
We are born again when we, in faith, receive Jesus Christ as our Lord 
and Savior. Birth brings life, both physically and spiritually. The Lord 
Jesus told a very religious, moral and ethical man that he must be born 
again (see John 3:3). This is crucial.

Second, death ends our life on earth. There are no second 
chances; all opportunities are limited to this life, which is very brief. 
Even if we lived a hundred years, that is brief compared to eternity. 
What we do now has eternal consequences.

If you have never received Christ as your Savior and Lord, then 
you are not prepared for death. You can receive Christ right now as 
your Savior by bowing your head and telling God that you know you 
are sinful and separated from Him (see Romans 3:23) and that you 
believe Christ died for your sins (see Romans 6:23). Ask Christ to 
come into your life (see Revelation 3:20) and make you the person He 
wants you to be. He will do it (see 1 John 5:11-15). Then tell someone 
today what you have done (see Romans 10:9,10).

What does it mean to fear the Lord? “The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understand-
ing” (Proverbs 9:10). “I, wisdom, dwell together with prudence; I pos-
sess knowledge and discretion. To fear the Lord is to hate evil; I hate 
pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech” (Proverbs 
8:12-13). We have a healthy fear of the Lord when we understand that 
He is the Holy One, the great God of the universe, who loves us and 
gave Himself for us. As we grow in this knowledge, we learn to hate 
evil and love righteousness as He does.

Sadly, it seems we have lost our fear of God today, and the 
breakdown of our culture around us reflects this. We have fears about 
everything from too much fat in our diets to losing our retirement ben-
efits, but while these things are important and need some attention, 
they have to do with this life only and will never benefit us in eternity. 
“Train yourself to be godly. For physical training is of some value, but 
godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present 
life and the life to come” (1 Timothy 4:7b-8). Paul was not diminish-
ing the need for physical exercise, but simply reminding us that the 
benefits of it are for this life only and we need to keep before us the 
perspective of eternity.

“Picture this: Eric Valli, a professional photographer, is dangling 
by a nylon rope from a 395-foot cliff in Nepal. Nearby on a rope lad-
der is another man, Mani Lal, doing what he has done for decades: 
hunting honey. Here in the Himalayan foothills, the cliffs shelter hon-
eycombs of the world’s largest honeybee.

“At the moment, thousands of them are buzzing around both 
men. Lal, a veteran of hundreds of such attacks, is calm. Not so Mr. 
Valli. Describing that moment in National Geographic, he says, ‘There 
were so many bees I was afraid I might freak out. But I knew if I did, 
I would be dead. So I took a deep breath and relaxed. Getting stung 
would be better than finding myself at the bottom of the cliff.’ He over-
came his fears and won a photo competition for his efforts.

“Fear can send a person plummeting to destruction. Some believ-
ers, fearing the stings of persecution, testing, and temptation, have 
compromised their faith and slipped from the lifeline of Christ—which 
is why the Bible teaches us to fear God alone.”1

Jesus said, “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul 
and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). We need a healthy fear and an 
appreciation of who God is and His awesome authority, but we also 
need a healthy appreciation, admiration and enjoyment of His great 

1. Larson, Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from Leadership Journal, 
p. 86.
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love for us. This will keep our fear of God in balance and keep it from 
becoming obsessive and paralyzing. Listen to the words of the psalm-
ist regarding the fear of God:

“Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to 
the skies. Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your jus-
tice like the great deep. O Lord, you preserve both man and beast. 
How priceless is your unfailing love! Both high and low among men 
find refuge in the shadow of your wings. They feast on the abundance 
of your house; you give them drink from your river of delights. For with 
you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light” (Psalm 36:5-9).

Do you have a healthy fear of God, both for who He is as well as 
His awesome power and authority, while enjoying and reveling in His 
great love for you, revealed through our Lord Jesus Christ?

Motivation to Service

Paul sets forth in 2 Corinthians 5:10-15 several reasons why he is 
so determined to spend his life in service to our Lord.

 ɶ Paul’s expectation of standing before the judgment seat of 
Christ to give an account of his life and ministry was a great 
stimulator for continuing on, regardless of the difficulties he 
experienced (see verses 10-11).

 ɶ The Judaizers’ main emphasis was on the outward appear-
ance so as to please man (see verse 12). Paul, however, was 
motivated to serve God, and wanted the Corinthians to know 
what was going on in his heart, for this is the emphasis of 
God. When we work to please men, we show that we value our 
reputation above our character. Paul was motivated to serve 
because he wanted the Christian community to be proud of his 
life and his ministry, for in so doing they would be encouraged 
to live godly lives and witness for the Lord.

 ɶ Another of Paul’s motivations to ministry was for the sake of 
the Lord and for the sake of those to whom he ministered (see 
2 Corinthians 5:13). Some of Paul’s detractors and critics ac-
cused him of being out of his mind (see Acts 26:24-25). Chris-
tians are often accused of being “too simplistic” or of “looking 
at life through rose-colored glasses,” etc. Have you had others 
suggest that you have “gone off the deep-end” since you be-
came a Christian? Paul did, but he continued on for the Lord’s 
sake and ours.

 ɶ Paul’s heart had been captured and captivated by the love 
of Christ, which was compelling him to continue to teach and 
preach redemption’s story. He realized that he no longer had 
the right to live his life for his own selfish purposes. Instead, his 
life should be lived in submission to the Savior, who had died 
for him and rose again (see 2 Corinthians 5:14-15). Paul was 
convinced that there was no more important message and no 
greater privilege and purpose than to live in submission to the 
living Lord. Are you doing that?

What Is a Christian?

“In the Letter to Diognetus, which dates back to the second cen-
tury a.d., an anonymous writer describes a strange people who are in 
the world but not of the world:

“‘Christians are not differentiated from other people by country, 
language, or customs; you see, they do not live in cities of their own, 
or speak some strange dialect… They live in both Greek and foreign 
cities, wherever chance has put them. They follow local customs in 
clothing, food, and the other aspects of life. But at the same time, they 
demonstrate to us the unusual form of their own citizenship.

“‘They live in their own native lands, but as aliens… Every foreign 
country is to them as their native country, and every native land as a 
foreign country.

“‘They marry and have children just like everyone else, but they 
do not kill unwanted babies. They offer a shared table, but not a 
shared bed. They are passing their days on earth, but are citizens 
of heaven. They obey the appointed laws and go beyond the laws in 
their own lives.

“‘They love everyone, but are persecuted by all. They are put 
to death and gain life. They are poor and yet make many rich. They 
are dishonored and yet gain glory through dishonor. Their names are 
blackened, and yet they are cleared. They are mocked and bless in re-
turn. They are treated outrageously and behave respectfully to others.

“‘When they do good, they are punished as evildoers; when pun-
ished, they rejoice as if being given new life. They are attacked by 
Jews as aliens and are persecuted by Greeks; yet those who hate 
them cannot give any reason for their hostility.’”1

In a world where the primary objective is “to look out for number 
one,” it sounds crazy, doesn’t it? But it is the godly way to live.

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 • Ambassadors

One of Paul’s favorite phrases to describe Christians is that of 
being “in Christ.” In Christ we become new creations with new life and 
new perspectives: God’s. How incredible—and how exciting!

“London businessman Lindsay Clegg told the story of a ware-
house property he was selling. The building had been empty for months 
and needed repairs. Vandals had damaged the doors, smashed the 
windows, and strewn trash all over the place. As he showed a pro-
spective buyer the property, he took pains to say that he would replace 
the broken windows, bring in a crew to correct any structural damage, 
and clean out the garbage. The buyer said, ‘Forget about the repairs. 
When I buy this place, I’m going to build something completely differ-
ent. I don’t want the building, I want the site.’

“That’s God’s message to us! Compared with the renovation 
God has in mind, our efforts to improve our own lives are as trivial as 
sweeping a warehouse slated for the wrecking ball. When we become 
God’s the old life is over. He makes all things new. All He wants is the 

1. Ibid, p. 28.

2 Corinthians Lesson 5

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.



40 Joy of Living Bible Studies40

site and the permission to build. There are still some trying to ‘reform,’ 
but God offers ‘redemption.’ All we have to do is give Him the ‘prop-
erty’ and he will do the necessary ‘building.’”1

In addition to a new life and new perspectives, we have also been 
given a new purpose: that of reconciling people to God. The basic 
meaning of the word “reconcile” is “to re-establish a close relation-
ship between.” Reconciliation of man to God was made possible by 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, but that reconciliation only 
takes place through believing the Gospel and receiving the work of 
Christ. Christ took our sins upon Himself and, in exchange, gives us 
His righteousness. What an exchange! This is the message we must 
share with the world!

Once we were called the enemies of God (see Romans 5:10; 
Colossians 1:21) but now we are His children (see John 1:12) and His 
ambassadors. Let’s consider some of the aspects of ambassadorship.

 ɶ Ambassadors live on foreign territory.

 ɶ They speak a different language; they may learn the language 
of the people, but a native can always pick them out.

 ɶ They have different traditions, customs, cultures and lifestyles; 
they live differently than the people of the countries around 
them.

 ɶ They always feel like strangers.

 ɶ They speak on behalf of their country, conveying its ideals, 
policies, and decisions, and represent its interests. That is the 
purpose for which they are there.

 ɶ The reputation of their country is in their hands. The country is 
judged by the ambassadors’ words and actions.2

This is true of us as Christ’s ambassadors.

2 Corinthians 6:1-2 • Day of Salvation

Paul continues in his role of ambassador by urging the Corinthi-
ans to examine their profession of faith in receiving God’s grace to 
make certain it is not “in vain” or empty, without content. The Juda-
izers were teaching the Corinthians that they must observe the Law 
of Moses (see Acts 15:5-12) and this was creating great confusion in 
the church. (Paul used this same approach with the Galatians, who 
were also being pressured by the Judaizers to return to the Law.) Paul 
was very concerned about maintaining the purity and, therefore, the 
power of the Gospel. He also knew that within that little church there in 
Corinth were those who had never put their trust in Jesus Christ, and 
he urges them to do so immediately.

Today is always God’s day for salvation. None of us knows what 
tomorrow may bring. If you are uncertain of your relationship to Christ, 
do something about it today!

1. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited, p. 51.
2. Adapted from Charles R. Swindoll, A Ministry Anyone Could Trust (Fuller-

ton, CA: Insight for Living, 1989), p. 80.

2 Corinthians  6:3-10 • Paul’s Passion

One of Paul’s great passions was that he would do nothing to dis-
credit this ministry of reconciliation or to put a stumbling block in some-
one’s way, for he realized the power of a bad example. As you read 
verses 4-10 it is easy to see that this great apostle was not easily dis-
couraged. Let’s review some of the things Paul says he has endured. 
The word translated “endurance” means “not passive resignation, but 
the ability to bear things in a triumphant way, so that we’re changed.”3

Paul lists the things he has endured, beginning with the internal 
things: troubles, hardships, distresses, beatings, imprisonments, riots, 
hard work, sleepless nights, and hunger (see verses 4-5).

Now Paul lists the character qualities that have been produced 
in him by the Holy Spirit as a result of these pressures: purity, un-
derstanding, patience, kindness, intimate fellowship with and strength 
from the Holy Spirit, sincere love, truthful speech, and the power of 
God (see verses 6-7).

Do you feel that you have internal, as well as external, pressures 
in your life? If so, what qualities are being produced as a result?

What kind of results did Paul’s ministry have? After all, he suf-
fered greatly for the cause of Christ and yet, through it all, he allowed 
God to have His way and produce the character of Christ in him. Sure-
ly he would be treated with great honor and respect, especially among 
Christians. This was not true, however. As you read 2 Corinthians 6:8-
10 you discover that the results were mixed. This is always the way. 
Some will respond favorably and others unfavorably. This will be true 
in our lives, as well.

Just like Paul, we too are to take part in the ministry of reconcili-
ation. Are you seeking to reconcile others to God? If so, what results 
are you having?

3. William Barclay, The Letters to the Corinthians, rev. ed., The Daily Bible 
Series (Philadelphia, PA: Westminster Press, 1975), pp. 212-213.
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

ɶɶ PrayɶandɶaskɶGodɶtoɶspeakɶtoɶyouɶthroughɶHisɶHolyɶSpirit.
ɶɶ UseɶonlyɶtheɶBibleɶforɶyourɶanswers.
ɶɶ Writeɶdownɶyourɶanswersɶandɶtheɶversesɶyouɶused.
ɶɶ Answerɶtheɶ“Challenge”ɶquestionsɶifɶyouɶhaveɶtheɶtimeɶandɶwantɶtoɶdoɶthem.
ɶɶ Shareɶyourɶanswersɶtoɶtheɶ“Personal”ɶquestionsɶwithɶtheɶclassɶonlyɶifɶyouɶwantɶtoɶshareɶthem.

First Day: Read the commentary on 2 Corinthians 5:9—6:10.

1.ɶ Whatɶnewɶorɶhelpfulɶthoughtɶdidɶyouɶfindɶinɶtheɶcommentaryɶonɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ5:9—6:10ɶorɶfromɶyourɶteacher’sɶlecture?ɶWhatɶpersonalɶapplica-
tionɶdidɶyouɶchooseɶtoɶapplyɶtoɶyourɶlife?

2.ɶ Theɶsuggestedɶmemoryɶverseɶisɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ5:14-15,ɶorɶyouɶmayɶchooseɶaɶdifferentɶverse.ɶShareɶyourɶmemoryɶverseɶwithɶyourɶdiscussionɶ
groupɶorɶwithɶsomeoneɶelseɶtoɶencourageɶthem.

Second Day: Read 2 Corinthians 6, concentrating on verses 11-14a.

1.ɶ WhatɶisɶPaul’sɶattitudeɶtowardɶtheɶCorinthiansɶandɶwhatɶisɶtheirɶattitudeɶtowardɶhim?ɶWhatɶdoesɶheɶaskɶthemɶtoɶdo?ɶ(2ɶCorinthiansɶ6:11-13)

2.ɶ a.ɶ Whatɶisɶtheɶcommandɶinɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ6:14a?ɶWhoɶisɶtoɶfollowɶthisɶcommand?

b.ɶ Lookɶupɶtheɶwordɶ“yoke”ɶinɶyourɶdictionaryɶorɶBibleɶdictionary.

c.ɶ Challenge:ɶListɶsomeɶsituationsɶwhereɶthisɶcommandɶmightɶapplyɶtoday.

3.ɶ WhatɶdoesɶJesusɶtellɶusɶtoɶdoɶinɶMatthewɶ11:28-30?

4.ɶ Personal:ɶWeɶhaveɶaɶresponsibilityɶtoɶreachɶoutɶtoɶunbelieversɶandɶprayɶforɶthemɶtoɶcomeɶtoɶknowɶJesusɶChristɶasɶSaviorɶandɶLord.ɶHaveɶyouɶ
everɶprayedɶforɶandɶreachedɶoutɶtoɶyourɶneighbors,ɶbusinessɶassociates,ɶorɶothersɶyouɶcomeɶinɶcontactɶwith?ɶShare,ɶwithoutɶnamingɶnames,ɶ
toɶencourageɶothersɶtoɶshareɶChrist.

5.ɶ a.ɶ Oneɶofɶtheɶwaysɶaɶpersonɶisɶyokedɶtoɶanotherɶisɶbyɶmarriage.ɶWhyɶdidɶGodɶforbidɶtheɶIsraelitesɶtoɶmarryɶpeopleɶfromɶotherɶsocietiesɶwhoɶ
didɶnotɶworshipɶtheɶoneɶtrueɶGod?ɶSummarizeɶbriefly.

ɶ Deuteronomyɶ7:1-4

ɶ Joshuaɶ23:12-13

2ɶCorinthiansɶLessonɶ5

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.



42 Joy of Living Bible Studies

b. If a Christian is married to an unbeliever, what is the Christian to do according to 1 Peter 3:1-2?

6. Personal: Why not pray now and ask the Lord to guide you in present and future relationships, whether they are close friendships, business 
partnerships, or marriage?

Third Day: Read 2 Corinthians 6 again, concentrating on verses 14b-18.

1. a. List the questions Paul asks in verses 14b through 16a. (Note: Belial is a term from the Hebrew language used to designate Satan.)

b. What is Paul’s conclusion following his final question in verse 16?

2. a. What does it mean to be the temple of the living God and how do we become His temple according to the following verses?

 John 1:12

 1 Corinthians 3:16

 Galatians 2:20

 Revelation 3:20

b. Personal: Have you answered Jesus’ knock and invited Him into your life? Take time to pray about this.

3. a. What is taught about separation in 2 Corinthians 6:17?

b. How can the Christian do this?

 Romans 12:2

 Philippians 4:8

 1 Thessalonians 5:21-24

4. What is taught about a believer’s relationship to God in 2 Corinthians 6:18?
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5. Personal: Read 1 John 3:1a. Write this verse here, putting your name into the verse. Thank God for His wonderful love for you!

Fourth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 7, concentrating on verses 1-4a.

1. What is Paul’s instruction in verse 1?

2. How do we purify ourselves?

Psalm 119:9-11

1 John 1:9

3. Personal: Are you following these instructions? What changes might be helpful? Ask God to help you remember to confess your sins to Him 
regularly and to help you follow His commands.

4. a. Paul says that we strive for holiness out of reverence for God. Look up “reverence” in your dictionary or Bible dictionary.

b. How do the following verses define fear or reverence for God?

 Psalm 111:10

 Proverbs 8:13

5. On what basis does Paul ask the Corinthians to open their hearts in 2 Corinthians 7:1-2?

6. a. How does Paul encourage and build up the believers despite all their problems? See 2 Corinthians 7:3-4a.

b. Personal: Do you know fellow Christians who are struggling? How can you encourage them or build them up? Take time to make a phone 
call or write a letter of encouragement now. Ask God to show you the best way to do this.

Fifth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 7 again, concentrating on verses 4b-9.

1. What does Paul say about his troubles and joy in 2 Corinthians 7:4b-5?

2. What do the following verses say about the kind of joy Paul experienced? Summarize briefly.

Matthew 5:11-12

2 Corinthians Lesson 5
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Luke 15:8-10

Romans 5:3-5

3. a. How did God use Titus to comfort Paul? See 2 Corinthians 7:6-7.

b. Personal: How could God use you in the same way?

4. Read 2 Corinthians 7:8-9. Why was Paul happy in spite of the difficult period in their relationship?

5. How do the following verses explain repentance and what is the result?

2 Chronicles 7:14

Acts 2:38

6. Personal: What wonderful promise do you find in Acts 3:19 for those who come to God and repent of their sins? Have you done this?

Sixth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 7 again, concentrating on verses 10-16.

1. What are the results of godly sorrow and worldly sorrow according to 2 Corinthians 7:10?

2. What does godly sorrow produce according to 2 Corinthians 7:11?

3. Why then has Paul written to the Corinthians? See 2 Corinthians 7:12.

4. According to 2 Corinthians 7:13-16 why was Titus happy and why was Paul happy?

5. Personal: Have you ever had to confront someone about something? Or have you been on the receiving end of criticism? Perhaps you are in 
one of these situations now. What have you learned from Paul’s experience with the Corinthians that helps you deal with your own situation?

6. Pray with and for the members of your discussion group. Thank God for the things you are learning about Him through studying His Word. 
You may wish to record prayer requests, answers to prayer, and praise in a separate prayer notebook.
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2 Corinthians 6:11—7:16

“A ship-building company… has this sentence in its advertise-
ment: ‘All of our timber comes from the north side of the mountain.’ 
Why the north side: what does that have to do with timber?

“After investigation I found out that the best timber grows on the 
north side of the mountain because of the rigors of Mother Nature. 
The snow is deeper, the cold is colder, the winds are stiffer, and the 
warmth is not so warm as on the south side of the mountain. The very 
harshness of the weather is a contributing factor to the toughness of 
the timber.

“Human character is not much different from timber. How often 
the best in personality grows on ‘the north side of the mountain’! We 
grumble about our hardships and difficulties, yet those very difficulties 
help us to grow and to become mature persons. Each can look at his 
own life and see that the time when he made the greatest personal 
progress was probably when life had him ‘on the north side of the 
mountain’ and the going was not easy… The harsh experiences of life 
draw out of us the brightest color and the richest flavor.”1

This was certainly true of the apostle Paul. He suffered many 
things for the sake of the Gospel, yet through this suffering God was 
developing in him the Christ-like qualities He desires in each of us.

2 Corinthians 6:11-14a

Have you ever tried to hug someone who refuses to hug back 
but stands stiff and unyielding? Or have you attempted a conversation 
with someone who only responds with a brief one-or two-word reply? 
This response certainly limits the possibility of developing a close rela-
tionship, doesn’t it? There must be a mutual sharing of feelings if any 
relationship is to be healthy and fulfilling. Paul shared with the Corin-
thians his true feelings for them, revealing his love, but their reaction 
was stiff and reserved. In a very kind and loving way, he expressed 
to them his longing for them to become more open and vulnerable in 
expressing their feelings to him.

1. Edmond H. Babbit, as quoted in Hovey, The Treasury of Inspirational Anec-
dotes, Quotations, and Illustrations, p. 63.

Scarred Hands

“A small orphaned boy lived with his grandmother. One night 
their house caught fire. The grandmother, trying to rescue the little boy 
asleep upstairs, perished in the smoke and flames. A crowd gathered 
around the burning house. The boy’s cries for help were heard above 
the crackling of the blaze. No one seemed to know what to do, for the 
front of the house was a mass of flames.

“Suddenly a stranger rushed from the crowd and circled to the 
back where he spotted an iron pipe that reached an upstairs window. 
He disappeared for a minute, then reappeared with the boy in his 
arms. Amid the cheers of the crowd, he climbed down the hot pipe as 
the boy hung around his neck.

“Weeks later a public hearing was held in the town hall to deter-
mine in whose custody the boy would be placed. Each person wanting 
the boy was allowed to speak briefly. The first man said, ‘I have a big 
farm. Everybody needs the out-of-doors.’ The second man told of the 
advantages he could provide. ‘I’m a teacher. I have a large library. He 
would get a good education.’ Others spoke. Finally the richest man 
in the community said, ‘I’m wealthy. I could give the boy everything 
mentioned tonight: farm, education, and more, including money and 
travel. I’d like him in my home.’

“The chairman asked, ‘Anyone else like to say a word?’ From the 
back seat rose a stranger who had slipped in unnoticed. As he walked 
toward the front, deep suffering showed on his face. Reaching the 
front of the room, he stood directly in front of the little boy. Slowly the 
stranger removed his hands from his pockets. A gasp went up from the 
crowd. The little boy, whose eyes had been focused on the floor until 
now, looked up. The man’s hands were terribly scarred. Suddenly the 
boy emitted a cry of recognition. Here was the man who had saved his 
life. His hands were scarred from climbing up and down the hot pipe. 
With a leap the boy threw himself around the stranger’s neck and held 
on for life. The farmer rose and left. The teacher, too. Then the rich 
man. Everyone departed, leaving the boy and his rescuer who had 
won him without a word. Those marred hands spoke more effectively 
than any words.”2

Paul had appealed to the Corinthians in his first letter to listen to 
him and obey him, since he was their father in the faith and, as such, 
he loved them as his children (see 1 Corinthians 4:14-16). It was Paul 
whose hands were “marred” through working long hours at his profes-

2. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited, pp. 119-120.

2 Corinthians
Lesson 6
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sion of tentmaking in order to provide for himself financially, and long 
hours in preaching and teaching them the Gospel, which had delivered 
them from the fires of an eternity of separation from God. This should 
have given him a special place in their hearts, for it certainly had given 
them a special place in his (see 2 Corinthians 6:13).

Who is your “father” (or “mother”) in the faith? A Sunday school 
teacher? A pastor? Bible study teacher? Parent? Spouse? Do they 
hold a special place in your heart? If so, why don’t you write them a 
note today and express your appreciation and love to them. What an 
encouragement this will be!

In addition to discussing his relationship with the Corinthians, 
Paul also wanted them to know that there are times when it is best not 
to form close relationships. He therefore urged the Corinthians to not 
be “yoked together with unbelievers” (see 2 Corinthians 6:14). What 
did he mean by this?

First of all, he did not mean that association or friendship with 
unbelievers is wrong. He addressed this subject in 1 Corinthians 5:9-
13. How can we win people to the Lord if we have no association with 
them?

Second, he isn’t referring to an established marriage where one 
spouse becomes a Christian and the other does not. Paul addressed 
this in 1 Corinthians 7:13-15.

The key phrase here is “yoked together.” This is an agricultural 
metaphor and the concept comes from Deuteronomy 22:10, where 
God told the Israelites not to plow with an ox and donkey yoked to-
gether. The ox was considered a “clean” animal but a donkey was 
not (see Deuteronomy 14:1-8). A yoke was used to keep two animals 
going in the same direction and on the same path. This is a working 
relationship, and since these two animals have different natures, they 
would not work well together. In the same way, it is wrong for believers 
to form a binding, working partnership with an unbeliever, whether in 
business or in marriage.

2 Corinthians 6:14b-18

Paul begins his further instruction on being “yoked together” by 
asking five rhetorical questions, to which he obviously expects nega-
tive answers. But there are some key words in these questions that 
help us to understand the emphasis he is making.

 ɶ “What do righteousness and wickedness have in common?” 
(verse 14). The word translated “in common” means “partici-
pation” or “partnership.” To be partners you must be on the 
same path, having the same goals. This is not true between a 
Christian and a non-Christian.

 ɶ “What fellowship can light have with darkness?” (verse 14). In 
terms of fellowship, there is a certain incompatibility between 
light and darkness. In a similar way, there is a deep level of 
fellowship or communion that simply cannot exist between a 
Christian and non-Christian.

 ɶ “What harmony is there between Christ and Belial?” (verse 
15). Literally this means, “What harmony is there between a 
believer and an unbeliever?” The key word here is “harmony.” 
It is the Greek word from which we get our word “symphony.” 
In order for a symphony to make beautiful music, the musi-
cians must be playing the same music and following the same 
director.

 ɶ “What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?” 
(verse 15). While believers and unbelievers may appear to 
have things in common on a surface level, underneath where 
we face the real issues of life—purpose, meaning, direction—
there is nothing in common. The Christian is motivated by 
God, the non-Christian by self.

 ɶ “What agreement is there between the temple of God and 
idols?” (verse 16). It is clear from Scripture what God’s posi-
tion is on this matter: “You shall have no other gods before me” 
(Exodus 20:3); “Do not worship any other god, for the Lord, 
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God” (Exodus 34:14).

We can see from the use of these words that we face potential 
danger in these types of allegiances, for through them we can be led 
away from fellowship with God. Therefore, any partnership or fellow-
ship or agreement we have with unbelievers that may jeopardize our 
spiritual life and witness must be avoided.

Paul reminds us that we Christians are the temple of God (see 
2 Corinthians 6:16). God has promised to live within us and be our 
God and make us His children. What a confirmation to Paul’s previous 
command to separate ourselves from unbelievers when it comes to 
binding, partnership-type relationships!

“There are many sincere Christians who have turned separation 
into isolation until their fellowship has become so narrow they can’t 
even get along with themselves.”1 How true! However, we must also 
be careful about going too far in the other direction. In recent years, 
perhaps in rebellion to this isolationism and in an effort to show Chris-
tian love, many Christians have ignored all the barriers and entered 
into fellowship with others, regardless of what they believe or how they 
live. Love, in order to be godly, must also be discerning. “And this is 
my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge 
and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best 
and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the 
fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory 
and praise of God” (Philippians 1:9-10, italics added).

There is a positive aspect to the command to separate ourselves. 
We are, first of all, to be separated unto God. In the message God 
gave to the church of Ephesus in Revelation 2:1-5, He commended 
the church for their good works, their correct doctrine, and separation 
from false teachers, but He also told them they had left their first love. 
He urged them to repent and return to their love of God. How ironic 
that this situation can and often does exist in our lives. In our desire 
to be right outwardly before men, we can become proud of our cor-
rectness and, as a result, be drawn away from our love for God. But if 

1. Warren Wiersbe, Be Encouraged (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1984), p. 74.
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our love for God and the desire to honor and please Him is the driving 
force of our lives, then we will more readily recognize and avoid the 
things that draw us away from Him.

There is a second command in 2 Corinthians 6:17, which reads, 
“Touch no unclean thing.” This is a warning against moral impurity. 
Blessing follows separation. As long as the people of Israel sepa-
rated themselves from the nations around them and were uniquely 
different in their worship of God, then God blessed them. But when 
Israel began to form alliances and intermarry with the nations around 
them, adopting their habits and their gods, God had no choice but to 
discipline them and withdraw His blessing. God’s purpose in giving 
these commands is not only for our preservation and purity, but also to 
please His heart of love. Jesus said the first and greatest command-
ment is, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37).

“In Jules Verne’s novel The Mysterious Island, he tells of five men 
who escape a Civil War prison camp by hijacking a hot-air balloon. 
As they rise into the air, they realize the wind is carrying them over 
the ocean. Watching their homeland disappear on the horizon, they 
wonder how much longer the balloon can stay aloft.

“As the hours pass and the surface of the ocean draws closer, the 
men decide they must cast overboard some of the weight, for they had 
no way to heat the air in the balloon. Shoes, overcoats, and weapons 
are reluctantly discarded, and the uncomfortable aviators feel their 
balloon rise. But only temporarily. Soon they find themselves danger-
ously close to the waves again, so they toss their food. Better to be 
high and hungry than drown on a full belly!

“Unfortunately, this, too, is only a temporary solution, and the 
craft again threatens to lower the men into the sea. One man has 
an idea: they can tie the ropes that hold the passenger car and sit on 
those ropes. Then they can cut away the basket beneath them. As 
they sever the very thing they had been standing on, it drops into the 
ocean, and the balloon rises.

“Not a minute too soon, they spot land. Eager to stand on terra 
firma again, the five jump into the water and swim to the island. They 
live, spared because they were able to discern the difference between 
what really was needed and what was not. The ‘necessities’ they once 
thought they couldn’t live without were the very weights that almost 
cost them their lives.1

The writer to the Hebrews says, “Let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles” (Hebrews 12:1).

2 Corinthians 7:1-4 • The Call to Purity

It is because of God’s gracious promises to be our God and to 
make us His children that we have the responsibility to purify ourselves 
and to mature in holiness out of reverence for Him. How do we purify 
ourselves? We must, first of all, give ourselves totally to God and seri-
ously commit ourselves to a study of His Word, with the view in mind, 

1. Larson, Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from Leadership Journal, 
p. 113.

“Do whatever he tells you” (John 2:5). We must also get rid of the 
things that make it easy for us to sin. It might be a friend, a recreational 
activity, a job, or a variety of other things. Each of us knows our own 
weaknesses, and other Christians cannot make the rules for us. We 
must do whatever we need to do in order to avoid putting ourselves in 
the position of yielding to those weaknesses. As we do this we will find 
ourselves growing in Christ and developing the character traits listed 
in 2 Peter 1:3-9.

In 2 Corinthians 7:2-4 Paul again opens his heart to the Corinthi-
ans and expresses his love for them and confidence in them that they 
will respond to him in like manner. How desperately this is needed in 
our lives! Is there someone in your life to whom you need to express 
your love and confidence? Why don’t you ask the Lord and then “do 
whatever he tells you.”

It’s a Shame!

“A Christian young man left his home in the country and got a job 
in a city office. ‘By God’s help, I’ll live a clean, consistent life before the 
people with whom I work,’ he resolved. Some professing Christians 
made sarcastic remarks about him. ‘He’s narrow,’ they said.

“A man in the office, who did not profess to be a Christian, greatly 
admired the young man for his courage. He said, ‘Stick to what you 
believe, Sonny. Keep it up!’

“The young man thought much about those encouraging words. 
‘It is a shame,’ he thought, ‘that Christians often gossip about one 
another instead of trying to help one another in the Christian walk. 
Here is a man of the world giving me encouragement to continue in 
the Christian life at all costs. How much better and brighter the world 
would be if more Christians were using their tongues to help others 
and not hinder them.’”2

   “It Isn’t Enough”

“It isn’t enough to say in our hearts
That we like a man for his ways,
It isn’t enough that we fill our minds
With paeans of silent praise;
Nor it enough that we honor a man,
As our confidence upward mounts,
It’s going right up to the man himself,
And telling him so, that counts!
“If a man does a work you really admire,
Don’t leave a kind word unsaid
In fear that to do so might make him vain
And cause him to ‘lose his head.’
But reach out your hand and tell him,
‘Well done,’ and see how his gratitude swells;
It isn’t the flowers we strew on the grave,
It’s the word to the living that tells.”
   —Selected3

2. Knight, Knight’s Treasury of 2,000 Illustrations, p. 109.
3. Ibid.

2 Corinthians Lesson 6
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Let’s determine to be generous with our words of encourage-
ment. Why not put this poem someplace in your home where it will be 
a gentle reminder to you.

2 Corinthians 7:5-9 • Times of Learning

Paul was a great servant of Christ; his life was committed to the 
Lord in every way. He sought with all his heart to do the will of God, 
and saw the Lord do great things through him. However, he also had 
many stressful circumstances in his life. He speaks of being “harassed 
at every turn” (see verse 5), to the point of being “downcast” (see 
verse 6). This word is translated “depressed” in some Bibles. It is a 
Greek word meaning “to make low.” Many Christians feel that if they 
don’t have a smile on their face all the time they are somehow failing 
the Lord. But we all know, if we are honest, that there are times when 
we are discouraged and depressed. Some of our depression can be 
traced to unrealistic expectations about the Christian life.

 ɶ We think “spiritual” Christians don’t have problems. Just take a 
realistic look at the life of Jesus!

 ɶ When difficult times come, we automatically think God is pun-
ishing us for something we have done wrong. There are times 
this is true, for we do reap what we sow (see Galatians 6:7). 
However, there are times when difficulties are a sign that we 
are doing what is right (see 2 Timothy 3:12).

 ɶ We think of the Bible as a recipe book. When we encounter a 
problem, we think the Bible should tell us the exact ingredients 
that, when used in right proportions, will produce the desired 
results. It is true that the Word of God does give solutions to 
many specific problems. Some difficulties can be solved by ap-
plying biblical principles. However, it is also true that we may 
never have solutions to some problems until we meet the Lord 
in heaven.

Much of our depression can be caused by an “internal temper 
tantrum.” We are angry and rebelling over circumstances or people in 
our lives. We may be trying to appear happy and accepting of the cir-
cumstances, yet inwardly be seething with anger, feeling that we don’t 
deserve what’s happening to us. This sort of thinking sets up inner 
conflicts and brings depression. But Paul said his conflicts were on the 
outside (see 2 Corinthians 7:5). What a difference this attitude makes!

However, it is unrealistic to think that when difficulties come, we 
should be able to jump up and down and shout, “Hooray!” To be dis-
couraged or depressed during times of external conflicts and stressful 
circumstances is a normal reaction. How can we work our way through 
much of our depression? Here are a few suggestions.

First, look at the problem realistically. If it is the result of some-
thing you have done wrong, accept full responsibility. Confess your sin 
to God, according to 1 John 1:9, and to the person against whom you 
have sinned. Make restitution where necessary and possible.

Second, don’t blame others. People do not cause us to sin, they 
simply bring out of us what is already in our hearts (see Matthew 
12:34b; 15:18-19).

Third, leave the results to God. Don’t drag the details out to the 
forefront of your mind and keep rehashing them. The “if onlys” are a 
dead end and will only prolong the depression. Refuse to keep going 
back over the same territory.

Finally, look for the lessons to be learned from the circumstances. 
Write them down for future reference.

Also, keep in mind that you may need to seek professional help if 
depression is creating health or relational problems.

God, who is the God of all comfort, knows how to lift our spirits. 
Paul’s “cloud of gloom” was lifted when he heard from Titus that the 
Corinthians had experienced deep sorrow for their sin, which led to 
godly repentance and a change in their attitude and behavior.

The Corinthians learned through this that there is a big difference 
between hurting someone and harming them. “Better is open rebuke 
than hidden love. Wounds from a friend can be trusted” (Proverbs 
27:5-6).

2 Corinthians 7:10-16 • Godly Sorrow

There is a type of sorrow that we can experience which is not 
necessarily godly sorrow. Rather, it is sorrow that comes because we 
have been exposed to others and humiliated, or sorrow because of 
the consequences we are suffering as a result of our sin. This kind of 
sorrow, though painful, does not produce godly repentance, which re-
sults in a change of attitude and behavior, as well as a deep personal 
dependence upon God.

Godly sorrow comes when I look into the wonderful face of my 
loving Savior and come to the realization that my sin is what nailed 
Him to the Cross, where He died an agonizing death for me. It is at the 
foot of the Cross where I see that I have sinned against a holy God. In 
this way I begin to look at sin the way God does (He hates it), and my 
attitude is changed, resulting in behavioral change.

How long has it been since you sat quietly and reflected upon 
the person of Christ, His great love for you, and His death upon the 
Cross for you? If you were the only person who ever lived in this world, 
Christ would still have died just for you. Why not take some time now 
to meditate on what Christ did on the Cross for you, and then ask God 
to break your heart with the things that break His? He will do it! No, you 
will not be perfect, but you will be changed.
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

ɶɶ PrayɶandɶaskɶGodɶtoɶspeakɶtoɶyouɶthroughɶHisɶHolyɶSpirit.
ɶɶ UseɶonlyɶtheɶBibleɶforɶyourɶanswers.
ɶɶ Writeɶdownɶyourɶanswersɶandɶtheɶversesɶyouɶused.
ɶɶ Answerɶtheɶ“Challenge”ɶquestionsɶifɶyouɶhaveɶtheɶtimeɶandɶwantɶtoɶdoɶthem.
ɶɶ Shareɶyourɶanswersɶtoɶtheɶ“Personal”ɶquestionsɶwithɶtheɶclassɶonlyɶifɶyouɶwantɶtoɶshareɶthem.

First Day: Read the commentary on 2 Corinthians 6:11—7:16.

1.ɶ Whatɶnewɶorɶhelpfulɶthoughtɶdidɶyouɶfindɶinɶtheɶcommentaryɶonɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ6:11—7:16ɶorɶfromɶyourɶteacher’sɶlecture?ɶWhatɶpersonalɶap-
plicationɶdidɶyouɶchooseɶtoɶapplyɶtoɶyourɶlife?

2.ɶ Theɶsuggestedɶmemoryɶverseɶisɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ5:14-15,ɶorɶyouɶmayɶchooseɶaɶdifferentɶverse.ɶShareɶyourɶmemoryɶverseɶwithɶyourɶdiscussionɶ
groupɶorɶwithɶsomeoneɶelseɶtoɶencourageɶthem.

Second Day: Read 2 Corinthians 8, concentrating on verses 1-4.

1.ɶ WhatɶdoesɶPaulɶsayɶisɶGod’sɶgiftɶinɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ8:1?

2.ɶ Defineɶtheɶwordɶ“grace”ɶfromɶyourɶdictionaryɶandɶlistɶanyɶsynonymsɶyouɶfind.

3.ɶ a.ɶ WhatɶareɶtheɶcircumstancesɶofɶtheɶMacedonianɶchurchesɶgivenɶinɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ8:2?

b.ɶ Whatɶwasɶtheirɶattitudeɶinɶtheɶmidstɶofɶthoseɶcircumstancesɶaccordingɶtoɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ8:2?

4.ɶ Whatɶdidɶtheyɶdoɶevenɶinɶtheseɶcircumstancesɶaccordingɶtoɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ8:3-4?

5.ɶ ReadɶGalatiansɶ6:10.ɶIsɶthisɶaɶchallengeɶtoɶyouɶtoɶbeɶmoreɶgenerousɶwithɶyourɶtime,ɶfriendship,ɶserviceɶandɶlove,ɶasɶwellɶasɶyourɶmoney,ɶtoɶ
fellowɶbelievers?

2ɶCorinthiansɶLessonɶ6
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6. Personal: Write a prayer to God asking Him to help you in this area. Read Zechariah 4:6. What does God promise you?

Third Day: Read 2 Corinthians 8 again, concentrating on verses 5-7.

1. What did the Macedonians do first in 2 Corinthians 8:5? This was their secret, for stewardship is rightly a result of worship.

2. What are we called to do according to Romans 12:1-2?

3. Personal: In what practical ways can you offer your life and all that you have to God?

4. Who is Paul sending to help the Corinthians according to 2 Corinthians 8:6?

5. List the things in which the Corinthians excel in 2 Corinthians 8:7a.

6. a. What did Paul encourage them to do in 2 Corinthians 8:7b?

b. Personal: Often churches and Christian organizations suffer because many Christians have not committed their resources to God. Are 
there things that limit your giving to God? Pray about this now.

Fourth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 8 again, concentrating on verses 8-10.

1. What was the grace of giving to prove? (2 Corinthians 8:8)

2. a. For whose sake and why did Christ become poor? See 2 Corinthians 8:9.
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b. Personal: Have you become rich in spiritual blessings because Christ was willing to become poor for your sake? What are some of the 
blessings you have received?

3. Challenge: Read Philippians 2:5-11. How does this help you understand 2 Corinthians 8:9? Write down the verse(s) that touched you most 
concerning Christ’s love for you.

4. How long before the writing of this letter had the Corinthians shown a willingness to give? See 2 Corinthians 8:10.

5. Review 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 and tell what instructions Paul had given to the Corinthians over a year ago.

6. Challenge: Should Christians today set aside a special part of their income for God?

Fifth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 8 again, concentrating on verses 10-14.

1. In addition to the Corinthians’ willingness to give, what did Paul ask of them in 2 Corinthians 8:11?

2. What principles for giving did Paul give in 2 Corinthians 8:12-14?

3. What does Jesus say concerning the size of the gift in Mark 12:41-44?

4. What words of Jesus does Paul quote in Acts 20:35b?

2 Corinthians Lesson 6
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5. Paul never raised money for himself. What is the primary goal that governs his appeal for this gift? See 2 Corinthians 8:13.

6. Personal: How do the principles Paul gives in this passage compare to the amount you give to the Lord and to your attitude in giving? Are 
there any changes you would like to make? Ask God to guide you in this area.

Sixth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 8 again, concentrating on verses 15-24.

1. Challenge: In 2 Corinthians 8:15 Paul quotes from Exodus 16:18. Read Exodus 16, which tells how God provided manna while the people of 
Israel were in the desert. Why do you think Paul quotes this? How does it support the principles of giving he listed earlier?

2. How many people is Paul sending to handle the Corinthians’ gift? What are their qualifications? (2 Corinthians 8:16-18)

3. Why is Paul handling the administration of the gift this way? See 2 Corinthians 8:19-21.

4. Who does Paul want to honor with the gift? See 2 Corinthians 8:19 and 23.

5. a. Challenge: Summarize the principles of giving you have learned in 2 Corinthians 8.

b. Personal: Look at your budget, your spending, and your giving habits. Do you need to make any changes to be more reflective of your 
commitment to Christ?

c. Read Ephesians 3:20-21. What wonderful assurance do you find? Thank God that it is through His power that changes take place such 
as those in question 5b.

6. Pray with and for the members of your discussion group. Thank God for the things you are learning about Him through studying His Word. 
You may wish to record prayer requests, answers to prayer, and praise in a separate prayer notebook.
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2 Corinthians 8:1-24

Listen to the words of the apostle Paul to the elders of the church 
of Ephesus: “Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone 
about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again… Now I commit 
you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and 
give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have not 
coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. You yourselves know that 
these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of 
my companions. In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of 
hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord 
Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’” (Acts 
20:25,32-35).

These words of our Lord Jesus are considered by many to be 
“the forgotten beatitude.” For they are reminiscent of Jesus’ teaching 
in Matthew 5:3-12, commonly referred to as “the beatitudes,” and they 
typify the life of Jesus in every way: He believed them, He taught them, 
He lived them, and His death upon the Cross is the ultimate fulfillment 
of them. For in the giving of His life for our sins, Jesus made a path to 
God for us so that we may enjoy an abundant life now, as well as live 
eternally in God’s presence.

These words of the Savior and His example had captured the 
heart of this great apostle, for in Acts 20:22-24 during the same dis-
course to the Ephesian elders as quoted above Paul says, “And now, 
compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will 
happen to me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns 
me that prison and hardships are facing me. However, I consider my 
life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the 
task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the gospel 
of God’s grace.” Paul wanted to be able to say at the end of his earthly 
life, “It is finished,” meaning, the task God had given him.

As Jesus hung upon the cross, dying for the sins of the world, 
He was able to say, “It is finished” (John 19:30). He had finished the 
great task of providing redemption for man, which had been assigned 
to Him by the Father. In all things He is our supreme example. Is it 
your heart’s desire to finish this life well? Let’s ask God to capture our 
hearts with these words of our Savior so that when we come to the end 
of our earthly life we will not look back with regret. Instead, we will be 
able to say with Paul, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me 

on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for 
his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7,8).

Teaching on Giving

Paul wanted the Corinthians to finish well, so in chapter 8 of 2 
Corinthians he is about to bring before them the subject of giving, 
stressing its importance and its benefits, for he is well aware of the 
greed that lurks in the human heart. “For the love of money is a root of 
all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from 
the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs” (1 Timothy 6:10).

We live in a world where the dominating philosophy is, “Look out 
for Number One. You only live once. Get all you can, while you can, 
by any means you can.” The message of the Bible stands in stark 
contrast to this and, as children of God, we must be careful that we do 
not allow this attitude of greed to take root in our hearts.

Payment on a Debt

One of the major thrusts of Paul’s third missionary journey was 
a special offering for the Christians who were suffering in Jerusalem. 
They were being persecuted by the religious and government leaders, 
as well as the public at large. Paul had promised early in his ministry to 
remember the poor (see Galatians 2:6-10); in fact, he had previously 
helped with a special offering (see Acts 11:27-30).

Paul was no stranger to suffering physical needs (see Philippians 
4:11), and was eager to be used of God to meet those needs for oth-
ers. However, Paul, the visionary, saw other potential blessings on 
the horizon as a result of the Corinthians’ offering: he hoped it would 
promote unity within the church as the largely Gentile churches shared 
their material possessions with the Jewish congregations. Some of the 
Jewish believers in the church in Jerusalem, who were still zealous 
for the Law, were afraid that Paul was an enemy of the Jews and of 
Moses (see Acts 21:20-21). Perhaps God could use this offering from 
the Gentiles to allay their fears.

Also, Paul saw the Gentiles as “owing” something to the Jews 
(see Romans 15:25-28). It was the Jews whom God singled out and 
set apart from the heathen nations surrounding them, giving them His 
Law, which revealed His righteous requirements and His unique sys-
tem of worship. In fact, it is the Jews who have given us our Bible. 
Of the sixty-six books in the Bible, there is only one author who is a 

2 Corinthians
Lesson 7
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Gentile, and that is Luke the physician, who wrote the Gospel of Luke 
and the Book of Acts. It is through the Jewish nation that God sent His 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who alone could meet God’s righteous 
requirements, thereby becoming our Savior. Yes, indeed, the Gentiles 
are debtors to the Jews. This offering was a good way for the Gentiles 
to begin paying on this debt.

In addition to all this, of course, Paul wanted the Corinthians to 
be the recipients of the great spiritual blessings that come from the 
grace of giving.

Verses 1-4 • The Macedonian Example

The churches in Macedonia had suffered greatly under Roman 
rulership, experiencing physical persecution and very difficult times. 
The word translated “extreme poverty” in verse 2 means “rock bottom 
destitution.” It describes a beggar who has absolutely nothing and no 
hopes of getting anything. Some of the Macedonians had lost their 
ability even to make a living since becoming Christians, for their liveli-
hood came from making and selling idols. The Romans had seized all 
of their silver and gold mines and were heavily taxing their copper and 
iron smelting. Their greatest profession was shipbuilding, but the Ro-
mans had canceled their right to cut down trees and so they could no 
longer build ships or even homes. In addition to this it was a war-torn 
country, for the Romans had fought great battles on Macedonian soil.

However, it was these adverse circumstances that God used to 
encourage them on to a higher plane through “grace giving.” They 
knew what it was to suffer and, therefore, had great compassion for 
those who do. As a result, they gave sacrificially.

A missionary friend from China recently told us that many of the 
people there walk ten miles or more to church in order to save the 
money that it would cost them to ride the public transportation so they 
will have something to give to the offering. They, too, know what it is 
to give sacrificially.

Apparently Paul was reluctant to accept the offering from the 
Macedonians for he knew their plight. But they begged him to do so. 
No one but God could have predicted that, in the lives of the Macedo-
nians, their severe trial and extreme poverty would produce overflow-
ing joy and result in their rich generosity toward others. What a perfect 
example of the grace of God at work in the heart!

Have you experienced severe trials in your life? Have you been 
able to see the hand of God and experience His grace in those trials? 
Has the grace of God produced the same results in you of overflowing 
joy and rich generosity? Someone has said, “Each experience in our 
lives will make us bitter or better.” It depends upon our response to 
them.

The Macedonians looked upon this opportunity to give as a privi-
lege, not an obligation. It is reminiscent of the events described in 
Exodus 35 in the building of the Tabernacle. God’s instruction to Mo-
ses in verse 5 was, “From what you have, take an offering for the Lord. 
Everyone who is willing is to bring to the Lord an offering.” Throughout 

this chapter you see how the Israelites’ desire to give was the basis of 
the fulfillment of the building of the Tabernacle.

Verses 5-7 • Giving from the Heart

The biblical concept of giving is not limited to finances. In Exodus 
35 we see that the Israelites gave not only of their silver and gold, but 
following God’s instructions they gave what they had, which included 
their time and their talents. The men gave their time to build, as well as 
the skills and craftsmanship with which they had been gifted by God. 
The women gave of their time and their skills to make the curtains, etc. 
But all of the giving came from willing hearts.

Willing hearts are developed in us by God after we have obeyed 
His admonition in 2 Corinthians 6:17 to separate ourselves from the 
world and its “me first” attitude. Jesus said in Matthew 6:24, “No one 
can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, 
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and Money.” This was the first step in the process of 
God’s grace operating in the lives of the Macedonians. With willing 
hearts they first gave themselves and all they had to God.

When Jesus was asked which commandment of the Law was the 
greatest, he replied, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and great-
est commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two command-
ments” (Matthew 22:37-40). Though the Macedonians were experi-
encing great trials and extreme poverty, they were anxious to do what 
they could to meet the needs of their brothers and sisters in Christ.

“A little girl in a migrant camp fell in love with one of the dolls in 
the toy box, but she had to put it back when play time was over.

“At Christmas time the camp staff arranged to give toys and 
agreed to let the child with perfect attendance have first choice. A 
beautiful doll was placed in the center of the gifts and the little girl, hav-
ing had perfect attendance, was permitted to choose first. Her eyes 
nearly popped as she stood rigid before the doll. She stared in wonder, 
then she turned and walked down and took a tricycle.

“When asked why, she said her little brother had wanted a bike 
and now she could give him one.”1

This little girl, through her selfless act, was learning the truth of 
Jesus’ words from Acts 20:35, “It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive.” This is what Paul is demonstrating to the Corinthians through 
the example of the selfless act of the Macedonians.

Paul compliments the Corinthians in the things on which they are 
excelling but urges them to excel in giving as well. They had been so 
absorbed in the gifts of the Spirit that they had forgotten the graces of 
the Spirit, including that of giving.

1. Dean Collins, as told in Hovey, The Treasury of Inspirational Anecdotes, 
Quotations and Illustrations, p. 193.
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In the same way we must not think that, because we are giving of 
our time and practicing our gifts of teaching, etc., this releases us from 
the need to give generously of our financial resources.

Verses 8-11 • Christ’s Example

Paul wanted the Corinthians to know that he was not command-
ing them to give. This must come from a willing heart. He was simply 
using the Macedonians as an example of giving from a sincere heart of 
love. Then he brings before them the supreme example of giving, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He was rich in every way: in power, glory, honor, 
the great Creator-God. Yet for our sakes He laid it all aside in order to 
come to this world and die upon a Cross to pay the penalty for our sins. 
Through His death and resurrection He has made it possible for us to 
be adopted into God’s family when we, as an act of faith, receive Him 
as our personal Lord and Savior. Through this adoption (see Ephe-
sians 1:5) we have forgiveness of sins (see verse 7), power for living 
(see Acts 1:8), eternal life (see 1 John 5:11-13), and have become 
joint-heirs with Christ (see Romans 8:17). We will one day share in 
His inheritance. We have, indeed, become rich through His poverty. In 
light of this, why wouldn’t we want to give ourselves to Him?

“According to a January 15, 1989, article in the Lexington Herald-
Leader, the family living in a home in West Palm Beach, Florida, told 
a film crew it was okay to use the front lawn as a set for an episode of 
the ‘B.L. Stryker’ television series. They knew cars would be crashing 
violently in front of the house.

“While the front yard was being blown up, the owner of the home 
was tipped off and called from New York demanding to know what 
was happening to his house. It seems the people who were living in 
the house were only tenants and had no right to allow the property to 
be destroyed as the cameras rolled.

“Many times we live our lives under the mistaken impression that 
they belong to us. Paul tells us we were ‘bought with a price’ [see 1 
Corinthians 6:19-20]. We must live as those who know God will call us 
to account for the ways we have used this life entrusted to us.”1

Why do we find it so difficult to entrust our lives to God? He is the 
greatest Giver of all! Have you given Christ your heart? When we give 
Him our hearts unreservedly, then our time and our talents, as well as 
our treasures, are His also.

Being A Promise Keeper

A year had passed since the Corinthians had promised to give to 
this offering and, while he is not commanding them, Paul is encourag-
ing them to follow through with the performance of their promise. How 
important this is!

“Booker T. Washington describes meeting an ex-slave from Vir-
ginia in his book Up From Slavery:

1. Larson, Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from Leadership Journal, 
p. 247.

“‘I found that this man had made a contract with his master, two 
or three years previous to the Emancipation Proclamation, to the effect 
that the slave was to be permitted to buy himself, by paying so much 
per year for his body; and while he was paying for himself, he was to 
be permitted to labor where and for whom he pleased.

“‘Finding that he could secure better wages in Ohio, he went 
there. When freedom came, he was still in debt to his master some 
300 dollars. Notwithstanding that the Emancipation Proclamation 
freed him from any obligation to his master, this black man walked the 
greater portion of the distance back to where his old master lived in 
Virginia, and placed the last dollar, with interest, in his hands.

“‘In talking to me about this, the man told me that he knew that 
he did not have to pay his debt, but that he had given his word to his 
master, and his word he had never broken. He felt that he could not 
enjoy his freedom till he had fulfilled his promise.’”2

What a wonderful example of the importance of being a promise 
keeper! God always keeps His promises—and so should we. We are 
told in Ephesians 5:1, “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved 
children.”

My mother told me a story of an incident that had made an indel-
ible impression upon her as a young girl. Her mother had told her 
if she would do a particular chore for her she would take her to the 
little country store and buy her some candy as soon as she finished. 
About three o’clock in the afternoon, she eagerly reported that she had 
finished the task. Immediately they prepared to go to the store but, 
as they were leaving, some friends drove up for a visit (in those days 
they didn’t have telephones so they couldn’t call ahead). My mother’s 
heart sank as she anticipated having to wait for the candy that had 
inspired her to work so hard. But her mother said to her guests, “I’m so 
happy to see you. You are so kind to stop by. I always look forward to 
our visits. However, I promised Amy I would take her to the store for 
some candy as soon as she finished a chore for me and she has just 
finished. She has worked so hard! I would love to have you walk along 
with us or perhaps I could bring you a cool glass of lemonade for you 
to enjoy while Amy and I go to the store for the candy.”

Mother was thrilled, and this incident was an encouragement to 
her to keep her own promises. I cannot remember one time when my 
mother failed to keep a promise she made to me, including a promised 
spanking!

Verses 12-14 • Giving Proportionately

Paul is not suggesting that the rich sell everything they own or 
give everything away and become poor. He is simply explaining to 
the Corinthians that they should give in proportion to the way God had 
blessed them. It was the Christians in Jerusalem who were in need at 
that point in time, but Paul knew it could be the Christians in Corinth 
who might need help in the future.

God sees the proportion, not the portion. This is illustrated in 
Mark 12:41-44 in the story of the widow and her penny. If we give 

2. Ibid, p. 190.
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more than we really want to give, God takes note of that. If our heart’s 
desire is to give more than we can, then God takes note of that. God 
can do a lot with a little.

“Hattie Wiatt, a little girl, came to a small Sunday school and 
asked to be taken in, but it was explained there was no room for her. 
In less than two years she became ill, and died. Beneath her pillow 
was found a torn pocketbook with fifty-seven pennies in it, wrapped in 
a scrap of paper on which was written, ‘To help build the little Temple 
bigger, so that more children can go to Sunday school.’ For two years 
she had saved her pennies for the cause which was nearest her heart.

“The pastor told the incident to his congregation, and the people 
began making donations for the enlargement. The papers told it far 
and wide, and within five years those fifty-seven pennies had grown to 
be $250,000 and today in Philadelphia, can be seen a great church, 
the Baptist Temple, seating 3,300, a Temple College with accom-
modations for more than 1,400 students, a Temple Hospital, and a 
Temple Sunday school so large that all who wish may come and be 
comfortable. She was only a little girl, but who can estimate the result 
of her unselfishness, and her fifty-seven pennies?”1 God certainly did 
do a lot with a little!

Verses 15-24

The equality that Paul speaks of in verse 13 is not some form of 
socialism or communism, but an equality brought about by God as we 
obey the admonition in Galatians 6:2, “Carry each other’s burdens, 
and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” The illustration Paul 
uses is that of the manna in the wilderness (see Exodus 16). The 
Israelites were instructed to gather each day only what they needed 
for that day, an “omer” (probably about two quarts) per person in their 
household, and not to try and save it overnight, except on the day 
before the Sabbath; on that day they were to gather twice as much. 
Some of them disobeyed by gathering more than they needed, and 
found that overnight it bred worms and smelled awful.

The lesson from this is: gather what you need, share what you 
can, and don’t hoard God’s blessings. Instead, carry one another’s 
burdens and fulfill the law of Christ. In this way, we experience the 
truth that it is indeed more blessed to give than to receive.

There is nothing wrong with saving for the future. The Israelites 
were instructed to save for the Sabbath by gathering extra manna the 
day before, and that manna did not decay. But when we begin to hoard 
our resources apart from the will of God, it will harm us rather than help 
us (see James 5:1-6). The trouble with many of us is that we have 
never answered the question, “How much is enough?” Have you?

Someone asked one of the wealthiest industrialists of all time, 
“How much money would it take to make you happy?” He bowed his 
head and pondered the question for a moment. Then, raising his head 
and with a twinkle in his eyes replied, “Just a little bit more!” Lust and 

1. Christian Herald, as quoted from Walter B. Knight, Knight’s Master Book of 
4,000 Illustrations (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
1956), p. 240

greed are terrible taskmasters, for they can never be satisfied except 
on a momentary basis.

Handling God’s Money

Beginning with 2 Corinthians 8:16-17, Paul suddenly changes di-
rection and begins to give some practical instructions for the handling 
of this monetary offering. Who will be responsible for handling it and 
what qualifications should they have?

 ɶ They should have a heart for God and a desire to serve (see 2 
Corinthians 8:16-17).

 ɶ They should have a strong desire to reach those who have 
never heard the Gospel (see verse 18). Paul doesn’t name this 
man, but he was known among the churches as a person who 
had a love for and desire to reach the unsaved.

 ɶ They must have a desire to honor the Lord (see verse 19). 
People are very critical of how their money is used. The person 
who handles God’s money must have a desire to honor Him in 
how the money is spent.

 ɶ They must be known for their integrity (see verses 20-22). It is 
absolutely critical that everything be aboveboard in the sight of 
God and men in order to avoid criticism of any kind.

When these qualifications are present, then the tendency to hoard 
God’s blessings can be overcome. On the other hand, the money will 
not be spent carelessly, but thoughtfully and carefully, with regard for 
God’s priorities.
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

ɶɶ PrayɶandɶaskɶGodɶtoɶspeakɶtoɶyouɶthroughɶHisɶHolyɶSpirit.
ɶɶ UseɶonlyɶtheɶBibleɶforɶyourɶanswers.
ɶɶ Writeɶdownɶyourɶanswersɶandɶtheɶversesɶyouɶused.
ɶɶ Answerɶtheɶ“Challenge”ɶquestionsɶifɶyouɶhaveɶtheɶtimeɶandɶwantɶtoɶdoɶthem.
ɶɶ Shareɶyourɶanswersɶtoɶtheɶ“Personal”ɶquestionsɶwithɶtheɶclassɶonlyɶifɶyouɶwantɶtoɶshareɶthem.

First Day: Read the commentary on 2 Corinthians 8.

1.ɶ Whatɶnewɶorɶhelpfulɶthoughtɶdidɶyouɶfindɶinɶtheɶcommentaryɶonɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ8ɶorɶfromɶyourɶteacher’sɶlecture?ɶWhatɶpersonalɶapplicationɶdidɶ
youɶchooseɶtoɶapplyɶtoɶyourɶlife?

2.ɶ Theɶsuggestedɶmemoryɶverseɶisɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ9:8,ɶorɶyouɶmayɶchooseɶaɶdifferentɶverse.ɶShareɶyourɶmemoryɶverseɶwithɶyourɶdiscussionɶgroupɶ
orɶwithɶsomeoneɶelseɶtoɶencourageɶthem.

Second Day: Read 2 Corinthians 9, concentrating on verses 1-5.

1.ɶ Whatɶisɶtheɶmainɶpointɶinɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ9:1-5?ɶSummarizeɶbriefly.

2.ɶ Challenge:ɶWhatɶdoesɶthisɶrevealɶaboutɶPaul’sɶunderstandingɶofɶhumanɶnature?

3.ɶ a.ɶ WhatɶkindɶofɶgiftɶdoesɶPaulɶencourageɶtheɶCorinthiansɶtoɶgive?ɶSeeɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ9:5.

b.ɶ HowɶdoesɶDeuteronomyɶ16:17ɶtellɶusɶtoɶdoɶthis?

c.ɶ WhatɶdidɶJesusɶsayɶaboutɶthisɶinɶMatthewɶ10:8b?

4.ɶ Whatɶwillɶbeɶtheɶresultɶofɶgivingɶaccordingɶtoɶtheɶfollowingɶverses?

Psalmɶ112:5

Proverbsɶ11:25

Proverbsɶ22:9

5.ɶ Personal:ɶHowɶwillɶyouɶapplyɶwhatɶyouɶhaveɶstudiedɶtodayɶtoɶyourɶownɶgivingɶtoɶtheɶLord’sɶwork?

2ɶCorinthiansɶLessonɶ7
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Third Day: Read 2 Corinthians 9 again, concentrating on verses 6-8.

1. What principle for giving does Paul teach in 2 Corinthians 9:6?

2. Read Galatians 6:7,8. How does this help you understand this principle?

3. What kind of giver does God love? See 2 Corinthians 9:7.

4. a. What does 2 Corinthians 9:8 promise?

b. What do these verses tell you about God’s grace?

 John 1:14,16-17

 Ephesians 1:7-8

5. If you want to experience more of God’s grace, what do you have to do and what will be the results?

Hebrews 4:16

James 4:6-10

6. Personal: What challenge do you find for your own life in the above verses? Review the passage(s) that challenge you, putting your name into 
the verse to help you apply it to your own life. Why not talk to God about it now?

Fourth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 9 again, concentrating on verses 9-11.

1. Challenge: Paul quotes from Psalm 112 in 2 Corinthians 9:9. Read this Psalm, which describes a righteous man and make a list of the benefits 
of being righteous.

2. a. What does Paul say in 2 Corinthians 9:10?
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b. Challenge: How does Isaiah 55:10-11 relate to this?

3. What do you think it means to be made rich in every way in 2 Corinthians 9:11?

4. How do the following verses help you understand this passage?

Luke 6:38

Romans 8:32

5. What did Jesus tell the disciples about Himself in Matthew 8:20? What value did He place upon earthly possessions?

6. What is the result of our generosity according to 2 Corinthians 9:11b?

Fifth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 9 again, concentrating on verses 12-15.

1. In addition to meeting people’s material needs, what benefits does our giving produce in others? See 2 Corinthians 9:12.

2. Who will be praised as a result of the Corinthian gift? See 2 Corinthians 9:13.

3. What do the following verses tell us about praise?

1 Chronicles 16:8,9

Psalm 9:1-2,9-11

4. What will the recipients do for the Corinthians when they receive the gift? See 2 Corinthians 9:14.

5. Personal: Have you prayed for the people who give so much of themselves for your benefit? Stop now and write a prayer of praise to God for 
providing each one of them for your benefit.

6. a. What is God’s indescribable gift in 2 Corinthians 9:15? Read John 3:16 to help you with your answer.

2 Corinthians Lesson 7
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b. Challenge: What does the gift do for each Christian according to Romans 5:15-16?

c. Personal: Have you ever received God’s gift of His Son Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord?

Sixth Day: Review 2 Corinthians 8—9.

1. a. What words of Jesus in Acts 20:35 does Paul want us to understand?

b. Personal: Has this ever been true for you? Please share, if possible.

2. a. Read these additional verses on giving.

 Proverbs 3:9-10

 Matthew 6:2-4

 Matthew 6:19-21

 Matthew 23:23

b. Personal: Which verse was most meaningful to you? Why?

3. Personal: How will what you have learned in these chapters affect your giving of yourself and your substance in the future?

4. In our own strength we are not always obedient to God’s plan. What wonderful promises do you find in the following verses? Try inserting your 
name as you write them to claim God’s promises.

2 Corinthians 12:9

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

5. Pray with and for the members of your discussion group. Thank God for the things you are learning about Him through studying His Word. 
You may wish to record prayer requests, answers to prayer, and praise in a separate prayer notebook.
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2 Corinthians 9:1-15

“Very few Christians would argue with the principle that God 
owns it all, and yet if we follow that principle to its natural conclusion, 
there are three revolutionary implications. First of all, God has the right 
to whatever He wants whenever He wants it. It is all His, because an 
owner has rights, and I, as a steward, have only responsibilities.

“If I really believe that God owns it all then when I lose any pos-
session, for whatever reason, my emotions may cry out, but my mind 
and spirit have not the slightest question as to the right of God to take 
whatever He wants whenever He wants it. Really believing this also 
frees me to give generously of God’s resources to God’s purposes and 
His people. All that I have belongs to Him.

“The second implication of God’s owning it all is that not only is 
my giving decision a spiritual decision, but every spending decision is 
a spiritual decision… As a steward, I have a great deal of latitude, but 
I am still responsible to the Owner. Some day I will give an accounting 
of how I used His property.

“The third implication of the truth that God owns it all is that you 
can’t fake stewardship. Your checkbook reveals all that you really 
believe about stewardship…your goals, priorities, convictions, rela-
tionships, and even the use of your time. A person who has been a 
Christian for even a short while can fake prayer, Bible study, evange-
lism, going to church, and so on, but he can’t fake what his checkbook 
reveals.”1

Setting and Reaching Goals

I heard Chuck Swindoll, well-known Bible teacher, use the follow-
ing illustration a few years ago. I have never forgotten it. “Suppose that 
something happened and you died all alone. The only thing available 
to a biographer to discover who you were and what was important to 
you is your checkbook. What would be his conclusions?” That is a 
good example for us to think about, don’t you agree?

Do you believe that God owns it all? This is certainly supported by 
the Scriptures. “Everything under heaven belongs to me” (Job 41:11); 
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live 
in it” (Psalm 24:1); “You are not your own; you were bought at a price” 

1. Ron Blue, Master Your Money (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 
1986), pp. 19-20.

(1 Corinthians 6:19-20); “For we brought nothing into the world, and 
we can take nothing out of it” (1 Timothy 6:7).

Someone has said, “The person who aims at nothing will hit it 
every time.” Most of us have goals we would like to reach in almost ev-
ery area of our lives: education, careers, marital status, raising a fam-
ily, homes, children’s education, retirement, and a multitude of other 
things. However, we seldom really define those goals and devise a 
workable plan to actually reach them. Those who do frequently fail to 
execute the plan or, with the passing of time, get sidetracked by the 
pressures of life. Then the goals turn to fantasies and we become dis-
satisfied because we feel unfulfilled and lacking in purpose and mean-
ing in our lives.

Have you taken the time to define some goals you would like to 
reach in these areas? My husband and I did this a few years ago. We 
designed a five-year plan consisting of where we would like to be in 
these areas at the end of that period, and what would be required of 
us to reach those goals. How exciting to go over that plan every year 
and evaluate where we are! It is a wonderful tool to help keep us on 
the track. Then we thought out and planned some long-range goals 
and the plans for reaching them. Periodically we review those goals 
and evaluate our efforts.

We have, on occasion, had to redefine those goals and alter our 
plans for reaching them. There have been times we have realized we 
are missing the mark. However, even in this, there has always been 
a great sense of accomplishment because we know where we are 
going.

“A man may have the finest automobile, be the best driver, have 
perfect vision and a heart of gold. But if he tries to find his way around 
Paris with a map of Chicago, and around Hanoi with a map of Oak-
land, California, he just will not arrive where he set out to go.”2

It is even more important to define our spiritual goals in these 
same areas. As we seek the Lord and His will in determining these 
goals, we must also ask His guidance in planning how to reach them, 
then execute the plan. We must not be legalistic about this, but real-
ize that we will have a tendency to go our own way (see Isaiah 53:6), 
and we mustn’t become discouraged when we fail or get off-track. But 
as we review these goals periodically, what a gentle way for the Holy 
Spirit to correct us and draw us back and restore us to His plan. This is 

2. Walter Lippmann, as quoted in Hovey, The Treasury of Inspirational Anec-
dotes, Quotations and Illustrations, p. 194.
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a tremendous aid to achieving a life of purpose and meaning, as well 
as a sense of accomplishment and fulfillment.

Procrastination is a “disease” which, unfortunately, we all suffer 
at one time or another. It is a part of human nature to put off or delay 
doing something that seems difficult or unpleasant, but we must resist 
the inclination to delay, for procrastination destroys self-esteem.

“We are often greatly bothered
By two fussy little men,
Who sometimes block our pathway—
Their names are How and When.
“If we have a task or duty
Which we can put off a while,
And we do not go and do it—
You should see those two rogues smile!
“But there is a way to beat them,
And I will tell you how:
If you have a task or duty,
Do it Well, and do it Now.

—Selected1

Remember, the person who aims at nothing will hit it every time!

The Spiritual Blessings of Giving

“Steadfastly setting one’s face means that one is in position to 
overcome discouragement, to conquer self-pity and to direct ourselves 
toward the objective or goal. Being human we tire easily, we become 
confused by issues, we get hopelessly entangled in our own reason-
ing and faltering methods of communication, to the end that our vision 
becomes clouded and our objective blurred. And then a leader lights a 
candle and we see again.”2

The Corinthians’ vision had become clouded and their objective 
in taking this offering for the suffering saints in Jerusalem was blurred. 
But Paul, being the great leader that he was, wanted to light a candle 
and help the Corinthians once again see their goal and achieve it. In 
addition to the obvious and worthwhile goal of relieving the physical 
suffering and promoting unity between the Jew and Gentile believers 
(covered in our last lesson), there were also spiritual blessings that 
would come to the Corinthians as a result of their giving. Because 
Paul loved the Corinthians and didn’t want them to miss out on these 
blessings, he was like the proverbial man who refuses to change his 
mind and, therefore, cannot change the subject. So he presses ahead, 
for he has a goal in mind and a plan to fulfill it.

Verses 1-5 • Being a Good Example

“Enthusiasm is a wonderful word. But more—it is a wonderful 
feeling. It is a way of life. It is a magic spark that transforms ‘being’ 
into ‘living.’ It makes hard work easy—and enjoyable. There is no bet-
ter tonic for depression, no greater elixir for whatever happens to be 

1. Knight, Knight’s Treasury of 2,000 Illustrations, p. 300.
2. Charles V. Anspach, “Vital Speeches,” as quoted in Hovey, The Treasury of 

Inspirational Anecdotes, Quotations and Illustrations, p. 194.

wrong at the moment, than enthusiasm. No person who is enthusiastic 
about his work has anything to fear from life… I have found enthusi-
asm for work and life to be the most precious ingredient in any recipe 
for successful living. And the greatest feature of this ingredient is that 
it is available to everyone—within himself.”3

Do you know someone who is enthusiastic about life? Don’t you 
just enjoy being in their company? I have a wonderful, enthusiastic 
friend who has maintained that attitude in the midst of great difficulties. 
She always sees the possibilities and potentials of spiritual growth and 
glorifying God, regardless of the circumstances.

When Paul visited Corinth his enthusiasm for this offering from 
the Corinthians was contagious. His enthusiasm provoked responding 
enthusiasm in them. Paul was so inspired by this that he used them 
as an illustration to the Macedonians. The Macedonians responded to 
the Corinthians in like manner and, even in the midst of great suffering 
and extreme poverty, collected a generous offering. The initial enthu-
siasm of the Corinthians had waned, however, so now Paul is using 
the example of the Macedonians to once again provoke enthusiasm in 
the Corinthians believers. What a perfect example of Hebrews 10:24, 
which says, “And let us consider how we may spur [encourage] one 
another on toward love and good deeds.”

Paul is a great encourager, so he begins this section by recalling 
to them their “eagerness to help” (see 2 Corinthians 9:2). This was 
Paul’s memory of the Corinthians’ former response to a need. Paul 
made it a point to remind others of their strengths and positive attri-
butes, a habit we would do well to imitate.

I am persuaded that encouragement, guidance, and enthusiasm 
for a task when it is begun, as well as when it is completed, will pro-
duce more positive results than criticism and nagging. These are skills 
we can all develop with the Lord’s help. Do you see a need for these 
qualities in your life? Don’t forget to set a goal, plan a course of action, 
and then begin with enthusiasm.

A Reputation for Integrity

“In his book Integrity, Ted Engstrom tells this story:

“‘For Coach Cleveland Stroud and the Bulldogs of Rockdale 
County High School (Conyers, Georgia), it was their championship 
season: 21 wins and 5 losses on the way to the Georgia boy’s basket-
ball tournament last March, then a dramatic come-from-behind victory 
in the state finals.

“‘But now the new glass trophy case outside the high school 
gymnasium is bare. Earlier this month the Georgia High School As-
sociation deprived Rockdale County of the championship after school 
officials said that a player who was scholastically ineligible had played 
45 seconds in the first of the school’s five postseason games.

“‘“We didn’t know he was ineligible at the time; we didn’t know it 
until a few weeks ago,” Mr. Stroud said. “Some people have said we 
should have just kept quiet about it, that it was just 45 seconds and 

3. Samuel Goldwyn, as quoted in Hovey, The Treasury, p. 166.
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the player wasn’t an impact player. But you’ve got to do what’s honest 
and right and what the rules say. I told my team that people forget the 
scores of basketball games; they don’t ever forget what you’re made 
of.”’”1

Paul was concerned for the Corinthians’ integrity. He didn’t want 
them to be embarrassed if some of the Macedonians accompanied 
him on his visit and discovered they had not followed through on their 
commitment.

Integrity seems to be a rare quality these days. As a result, we 
have become a very cynical society. All of us are faced with many 
choices every day. Integrity (or the lack of it) is not usually readily 
observable when the choice to do right is easy. It is when we must 
make hard choices— refusing to do something even though we know 
refusing means losing a friend, or refusing to lie when we know that to 
tell the truth means great personal loss—that is when integrity shines 
forth. It is when we are faced with great personal loss or inconve-
nience that we are tempted to compromise our integrity. But we must 
not! Our reputation will live long after we have died. As Christians our 
reputation is inseparably linked to that of our Lord’s. Often the opinion 
that someone has of us is the opinion they have of Christianity. We 
must be doubly careful that we do not compromise our integrity.

Some years ago a young friend excelled in one of her college 
courses and, as a result, was rewarded, along with several other stu-
dents, two weeks of concentrated study in that field at another uni-
versity during the summer break, all expenses paid. As the students 
made plans for this trip, they decided to take a few extra days and see 
the surrounding sites while there.

She was excited about the trip, but concerned also, for she was 
a Christian and knew the others were not. Her concern was that she 
might find herself in circumstances where she would be tempted to 
compromise her faith, so she asked me to pray that she would be 
strong. I assured her I would pray for her, but also encouraged her 
to decide before making the trip that she would not take part in any 
activities that would cause her to compromise her integrity. We talked 
about the importance of deciding beforehand, rather than waiting until 
we are in the midst of the temptation.

As we discussed the potentials and possibilities, we concluded 
the best course of action would be to make the decision before the trip 
that, if necessary, she would leave the group and return home rather 
than compromise her integrity. This was not an easy decision, for she 
knew she would lose some friends and probably be ridiculed. Finally, 
the decision was made. She would do it! And she did. She returned 
home early when a situation arose that would have compromised her 
integrity; she has never regretted that decision.

Verses 6-11 • Sowing and Reaping

The principle of sowing and reaping is taught throughout Scrip-
ture. Jesus said, “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 

1. Larson, Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from Leadership Journal, 
p. 116.

pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 
your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you” 
(Luke 6:38). The “good measure” that God gives back is not always in 
money or material goods; it is far more valuable than that.

Some of the greatest blessings we will ever reap as a result of 
sowing are intangible in the world’s eyes. There is no substitute for the 
joy of obedience or the inner peace that is beyond understanding, or 
simply the pleasure that comes from being a part of God’s great plan 
to reach the world.

Giving is not something we do as a Christian in order to receive. 
Giving is what we do because the grace of God is at work in our hearts. 
However, receiving God’s blessings as a result of our giving is one of 
the benefits of sowing into God’s work and His people.

Giving with Right Motives

The motivation for giving is of vital importance. It must come from 
the heart and it must please God. Paul was sending men ahead to col-
lect this offering so that the Corinthians would not give grudgingly or 
as a result of his presence. Even though Paul is careful to explain the 
benefits of giving and encourages them to keep their word, he is very 
careful not to pressure them. He wants their gift to come from gener-
ous hearts, not from compulsion. Therefore, he urges them to decide 
the amount in their own hearts and then give.

People who give or make pledges as a result of pressure tactics 
or emotional appeals often find they are giving reluctantly when the 
pressure is removed. God loves a cheerful giver (see 2 Corinthians 
9:7). The word “cheerful” is the Greek word from which we get our 
word “hilarious.” If we cannot give in this way, then we need to ask 
God to open our hearts to His grace. God can bless and use any gift, 
regardless of the motivation behind it, but He will not bless the giver of 
the gift unless the motivation of the heart is right. “Grace giving,” which 
Paul is describing in chapters 8 and 9, means that God blesses the 
gift and the giver.

God’s All-Sufficient Grace

“‘Amazing grace! how sweet the sound,That saved a wretch like 
me!’ These lyrics were born out of the wayward, free-versed life of 
John Newton.

“Newton’s godly mother died when he was only seven. He was 
turned over to relatives and soon forgot the Scriptures she had taught 
him.

“He went on to become an apprentice seaman and later joined 
the British navy. By then he had earned the reputation of being able 
to curse for two hours straight without repeating a word. Because he 
couldn’t stand the navy’s discipline, he deserted, fleeing to Africa so 
that, in his own words, ‘I might sin my fill.’ And he did.

“Debauched and distant from God, Newton fell into the hands of 
a Portuguese slave trader. For months the chief woman of the trader’s 
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harem treated him like an animal, beating him and forcing him to grov-
el in the dirt for his food.

“By now a gaunt rail of a man, the angry Newton escaped and 
found his way to the shores of Africa. There he was picked up by 
a passing ship. Because he was a skilled navigator, he earned the 
position of first mate. While the captain was ashore one day, Newton 
broke out the ship’s rum and got the entire crew drunk. When the 
captain came back, he was so incensed he hit Newton, knocking him 
overboard.

“Newton would have drowned were it not for a sailor who pulled 
him back on the boat by spearing his thigh with a boat hook. The 
wound was so immense that it left a scar big enough for Newton to 
put his fist in. Some weeks later, when the ship neared the coast of 
Scotland, it sailed into a storm and almost sank. Manning the pumps 
was the wounded Newton.

“Then and there he cried out to God. God answered that helpless, 
wretched cry, and later John Newton would emerge from the hold of 
that ship to become chaplain to England’s Parliament and even to 
preach before the king.

“It was this vile blasphemer whom many would later refer to as 
the second founder of the Church of England. And it was he who 
wrote: ‘Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like 
me! I once was lost, but now am found, Was blind, but now I see.’”1

It is God who lifted John Newton from a life of sin and misery and 
established him in His marvelous grace. He will do the same for you. 
God’s grace has been defined as “the unmerited favor of God.” You 
cannot work for it or earn it in any way. But you must recognize your 
need for it and receive it His way.

You do not have to be like John Newton to be separated from 
God. The Bible says, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God” (Romans 3:23); “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23). If you have never 
received Christ as your Savior, here is God’s word to you: “‘Come 
now, and let us reason together,’ Says the Lord, ‘Though your sins 
are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red 
like crimson, They will be like wool’” (Isaiah 1:18, NASB). Jesus Christ 
paid the wages for our sins when He died on the Cross. He is God’s 
gift of love to us. Why not ask Him to come into your life now?

Verses 9-11 • The Great Supplier

It is God who has the keys to the storehouse of all good things. 
He is the One who supplies the seed (in this case, money), multiplies 
it, and enlarges the harvest from it. It is our God who will supply our 
needs so that we may have a generous spirit. He gives all grace in all 
things at all times, meeting all needs. “And my God will meet all your 
needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 
4:19). How rich we are when we have Christ! What an all-sufficient 
God!

1. Donald Grey Barnhouse, God’s Grace, God’s Freedom, God’s Heirs (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1973), pp. 127-29.

Verses 12-15 • Bringing Praise to God

Paul closes this section of his letter by reminding the Corinthians 
that because of their obedience to God in sharing their material bless-
ings, God will receive praise and thanksgiving from the believers in 
Jerusalem who will receive the offering.

Praise and thanksgiving to God will cure many spiritual ills. “When 
we bless God for mercies, we prolong them. When we bless God for 
miseries, we usually end them. Praise is the honey of life which a 
devout heart extracts from every bloom of providence and grace.”2

Praise changes things but, most importantly, praise changes us. 
The next time you are depressed or there is a “gloom cloud” over your 
head, try praising and thanking God. I guarantee you, it won’t be long 
before you notice a change in your attitude as your depression begins 
to lift!

“Mark Tidd of Webster, New York, describes an experience from 
his college days:

“‘An old man showed up at the back door of the house we were 
renting. Opening the door a few inches, we saw his eyes were glassy 
and his furrowed face glistened with silver stubble. He clutched a 
wicker basket holding a few unappealing vegetables. He bid us good 
morning and offered his produce for sale. We were uneasy enough 
that we made a quick purchase to alleviate both our pity and our fear.

“‘To our chagrin, he returned the next week, introducing himself 
as Mr. Roth, the man who lived in the shack down the road. As our 
fears subsided, we got close enough to realize it wasn’t alcohol but 
cataracts that marbleized his eyes. On subsequent visits, he would 
shuffle in, wearing two mismatched right shoes, and pull out a har-
monica. With glazed eyes set on a future glory, he’d puff out old gospel 
tunes between conversations about vegetables and religion.

“‘On one visit, he exclaimed, “The Lord is so good! I came out of 
my shack this morning and found a bag full of shoes and clothing on 
my porch.”

“‘“That’s wonderful, Mr. Roth!” we said. “We’re happy for you.”

“‘“You know what’s even more wonderful?” he asked. “Just yes-
terday I met some people that could really use them.”’”3

The joy of giving to others—may that ever be our goal!

2. Charles Spurgeon, as quoted in Knight, Knight’s Treasury of 2,000 Illustra-
tions, p. 404.

3. Larson, Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from Leadership Journal, 
p. 262.
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

ɶɶ PrayɶandɶaskɶGodɶtoɶspeakɶtoɶyouɶthroughɶHisɶHolyɶSpirit.
ɶɶ UseɶonlyɶtheɶBibleɶforɶyourɶanswers.
ɶɶ Writeɶdownɶyourɶanswersɶandɶtheɶversesɶyouɶused.
ɶɶ Answerɶtheɶ“Challenge”ɶquestionsɶifɶyouɶhaveɶtheɶtimeɶandɶwantɶtoɶdoɶthem.
ɶɶ Shareɶyourɶanswersɶtoɶtheɶ“Personal”ɶquestionsɶwithɶtheɶclassɶonlyɶifɶyouɶwantɶtoɶshareɶthem.

First Day: Read the commentary on 2 Corinthians 9.

1.ɶ Whatɶnewɶorɶhelpfulɶthoughtɶdidɶyouɶfindɶinɶtheɶcommentaryɶonɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ9ɶorɶfromɶyourɶteacher’sɶlecture?ɶWhatɶpersonalɶapplicationɶdidɶ
youɶchooseɶtoɶapplyɶtoɶyourɶlife?

2.ɶ Theɶsuggestedɶmemoryɶverseɶisɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ12:9,ɶorɶyouɶmayɶchooseɶaɶdifferentɶverse.ɶShareɶyourɶmemoryɶverseɶwithɶyourɶdiscussionɶ
groupɶorɶwithɶsomeoneɶelseɶtoɶencourageɶthem.

Optional: Read Chapters 10-13 as a unit as they are interrelated. This will give you an overview of the conclusion of our study.

Second Day: Read 2 Corinthians 10, concentrating on verses 1-2.

1.ɶ Whatɶtwoɶattributesɶ(qualities)ɶofɶChristɶ(God)ɶdoɶyouɶfindɶinɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ10:1?ɶIfɶyouɶareɶkeepingɶaɶseparateɶlistɶofɶGod’sɶattributes,ɶaddɶtheseɶ
toɶyourɶlist.

2.ɶ HowɶdidɶsomeɶpeopleɶthinkɶPaulɶlived?ɶSeeɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ10:2.

3.ɶ Challenge:ɶSomeɶpeopleɶaccusedɶPaulɶofɶlivingɶbyɶtheɶstandardsɶofɶthisɶworld—accordingɶtoɶtheɶfleshɶorɶcarnal,ɶinɶdifferentɶtranslations.ɶWhatɶ
doɶyouɶthinkɶtheseɶstandardsɶareɶandɶhowɶdoɶtheyɶapplyɶtoday?

4.ɶ AboutɶwhatɶdoesɶPaulɶappealɶtoɶthemɶinɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ10:1-2?

5.ɶ a.ɶ PaulɶfacedɶmuchɶoppositionɶasɶheɶspreadɶtheɶGospel.ɶWhenɶJesusɶwasɶpreparingɶtheɶdisciplesɶforɶministry,ɶwhatɶdidɶHeɶtellɶthemɶwouldɶ
happenɶaccordingɶtoɶtheɶfollowingɶverses?

ɶ Matthewɶ5:10-12

ɶ Matthewɶ10:17-22

2ɶCorinthiansɶLessonɶ8
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b. What rewards will the persecuted receive according to those verses?

6. a. What warning is there for Christians in John 15:18-21?

b. What does Jesus promise each Christian in John 16:33? Add your name to this verse to claim this wonderful promise.

Third Day: Read 2 Corinthians 10 again, concentrating on verses 3-4.

1. How does Paul describe his spiritual battle and the weapons available to him in 2 Corinthians 10:3-4?

Read Ephesians 6:10-18 to answer questions 2-5. Here Paul discusses in more detail the Christian’s spiritual armor and weapons.

2. If you put on the armor, what are you able to do? See Ephesians 6:10-11.

3. a. Whom is our struggle not against? See Ephesians 6:12.

b Whom is it against?

4. Name the six pieces of armor in Ephesians 6:14-17.

5. What is one other thing you must do after putting on the armor? See Ephesians 6:18.

6. Personal: If you put on these six pieces of armor each morning as you pray, do you think it would make a difference in your life? How?

Fourth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 10 again, concentrating on verses 5-6.

1. What is Paul able to do with his weapons according to 2 Corinthians 10:5?

2. Challenge: What do you think it means to take captive every thought to make them obedient to Christ?
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3. What does Philippians 4:8-9 say that could help you?

4. Personal: Which of your own thoughts needs to be taken captive? Make a plan to work on this each day this week. Ask the Lord to work in 
you by His Spirit. Remember, it’s by the armor and weapons of God that we are strengthened and prepared, not by our human strength.

5. How will Paul react toward disobedience? See 2 Corinthians 10:6.

6. a. Disobedience is sin. Read Genesis 3:16-19. How were Adam and Eve affected by the results of their disobedience?

b. How are we affected by it according to the following verses?

 Romans 5:14

 1 Corinthians 15:22

Fifth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 10 again, concentrating on verses 7-11.

1. a. How does Paul say most people form their judgments? See 2 Corinthians 10:7a.

b. What did Jesus say in John 7:24?

2. To whom did Paul and all Christians belong? See 2 Corinthians 10:7b.

3. Why was Paul given authority? From whom did he receive it? See 2 Corinthians 10:8.

4. Paul repeats what his opponents are saying about him. What is this? See 2 Corinthians 10:10.

5. a. Preaching ability is not the first prerequisite of a great leader for God. Read Jeremiah 1:6-8. What does Jeremiah say and what is God’s 
reply?

b. Read Exodus 4:10-12. What does Moses say and what is God’s reply?

2 Corinthians Lesson 8
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c. Personal: How does what God says apply to you today?

6. How would Paul’s letter compare to his actions when he arrives in Corinth? See 2 Corinthians 10:11.

Sixth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 10 again, concentrating on verses 12-18.

1. a. What was the measuring stick used by Paul’s opponents? (2 Corinthians 10:12)

b. What does this measuring stick produce? (2 Corinthians 10:12)

2. What do the following verses say about pride and wisdom?

Proverbs 13:10

Proverbs 16:5

Proverbs 16:18

3. What measuring stick did Paul use in 2 Corinthians 10:13-14?

4. a. What example did Paul give of what we are not to boast in? See 2 Corinthians 10:15-16.

b. What did he say was his goal in Romans 15:20?

5. a. What encouraging words do you find in 2 Corinthians 10:17-18?

b. How do the following verses add to this?

 Jeremiah 9:23-24

 Galatians 6:14

6. Pray with and for the members of your discussion group. Thank God for the things you are learning about Him through studying His Word. 
You may wish to record prayer requests, answers to prayer, and praise in a separate prayer notebook.
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2 Corinthians 10:1-18

“A young musician’s concert was poorly received by the critics. 
The famous Finish composer Jean Sibelius consoled him by patting 
him on the shoulder and saying, ‘Remember, son, there is no city in 
the world where they have erected a statue to a critic.’”1

Paul’s critics have long since died and no one can even remem-
ber their names. But Paul still stands tall, a giant among men.

Paul’s Defense

It is easy to trace the guidance of the Holy Spirit as Paul wrote this 
letter to the Corinthians. The church in Corinth was divided over many 
issues (see 1 Corinthians 1:11). Their minds were being taken captive 
by the false teachers and, as a result, they were rebelling against Paul 
and his apostolic authority. So in this tenth chapter of 2 Corinthians he 
explains his ministry in some detail, encouraging them to participate in 
the offering for the suffering Christians in Jerusalem which, he knew, 
would cause the Corinthians to grow spiritually.

In 2 Corinthians 10-12, Paul challenged the false teachers and 
those who were being influenced by them, and reestablished his ap-
ostolic authority. Some critics have accused Paul of exhibiting pride 
and arrogance in defending himself. Paul, however, was not defending 
himself, but his ministry and his apostleship; perhaps he sensed that 
the future of the Church, not only in Corinth, but throughout the world 
and the ages, rested upon winning this conflict. The Scriptures would 
seem to confirm his feelings:

“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fel-
low citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus him-
self as the chief cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:19-20).

“In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight 
into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to men in other 
generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy 
apostles and prophets” (Ephesians 3:4-5).

“I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy 
prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your 
apostles” (2 Peter 3:2).

1. Larson, Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from Leadership Journal, 
p. 46.

“But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ foretold” (Jude 17).

It is clear from these verses that the foundational teaching upon 
which the Church stands is the teaching of the apostles, with Jesus 
Christ as the Chief Cornerstone. Paul traveled more outside Judea 
than the other apostles and founded more churches. He is the most 
prolific writer of the apostles. Of the twenty-two books of the New 
Testament written to define the Gospel and explain the foundational 
truths of the Church, thirteen were written by Paul (possibly fourteen, 
as some scholars believe he wrote Hebrews). If his apostolic authority 
can be destroyed, the Church is in jeopardy.

The false teachers who were creating havoc in the church at 
Corinth had come with their letters of commendation, promoting them-
selves as apostles when they were not. “I will keep on doing what I am 
doing in order to cut the ground from under those who want an oppor-
tunity to be considered equal with us in the things they boast about,” 
said Paul (2 Corinthians 11:12). These false teachers wanted to be 
accepted as having apostolic authority in order to bring the believ-
ers into bondage to the Law of Moses (see Galatians 2:4-5,21). “For 
where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and 
every evil practice” (James 3:16). This was the prevailing atmosphere 
in the Corinthian church.

But Paul knew who the real enemy was in this battle. “For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but… against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:12). “For such men 
are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of 
Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of 
light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants 
of righteousness” (2 Corinthians 11:13-15). He knew he was engaged 
in battle with the enemy of God and man, but Paul was prepared for 
battle with the proper weapons (see 2 Corinthians 10:4).

Verses 1-2 • Accused of Hypocrisy

As Paul begins his appeal, he says he is doing so in the meek-
ness and gentleness of Christ. As we study the three chapters which 
contain his appeal, our ideas of meekness and gentleness will prob-
ably be challenged.

Paul’s critics charged that when he was with them face to face 
he was “timid,” but when away from them he was “bold” (see  2 Cor-
inthians 10:1). Today we might call this type of behavior “hypocrisy.” 

2 Corinthians
Lesson 9
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The English word hypocrite comes from the Greek word hupokrites, 
which was used to describe “one who plays a part on the stage, a 
dissembler, feigner.”1

“There are many words which cause Bible translators difficulty 
when translating them into the languages of tribes and nations. There 
is one word, however, which presents no difficulty to the translators, 
and that word is hypocrisy. Hypocrisy is a universal sin. The hypocrite 
is found everywhere. The Indian tribes in Latin America have various 
ways to denote the hypocrite. They designate him as ‘a man with two 
faces,’ ‘a man with two hearts,’ ‘a man with two kinds of talk,’ ‘a two-
headed man,’ ‘a forked-tongue person,’ ‘a two-sided man,’ and ‘a man 
with a straight mouth and a crooked heart!’”2

“The Queen Mary was the largest ship to cross the oceans when 
it was launched in 1936. Through four decades and a world war she 
served until she was retired, anchored as a floating hotel and museum 
in Long Beach, California.

“During the conversion, her three massive smokestacks were 
taken off to be scraped down and repainted. But on the dock they 
crumbled.

“Nothing was left of the 3/4-inch steel plate from which the stacks 
had been formed. All that remained were more than thirty coats of 
paint that had been applied over the years. The steel had rusted away.

“When Jesus called the Pharisees ‘whitewashed tombs,’ he 
meant they had no substance, only an exterior appearance.”3 Can you 
see the connection?

Hypocrisy is the standard of the world: “Say what is necessary 
and do what you must in order to get what you want.” The false teach-
ers in Corinth lived by this standard and since we all tend to judge 
others by ourselves, they believed Paul did the same thing they were 
doing.

Judging Ourselves

“A man was complaining of his neighbors. ‘I have never seen 
such a wretched set of people,’ he said, ‘as are in this village. They 
are mean, greedy of gain, selfish, and careless of the needs of others. 
Worst of all, they are forever speaking evil of one another.’

“‘Is it really so?’ asked an angel who happened to be walking 
with him.

“‘It is indeed,’ said the man. ‘Why, only look at this fellow coming 
toward us! I know his face, though I cannot just remember his name. 
See his little shark-like, cruel eyes, darting here and there like a fer-
ret’s, and the lines of covetousness about his mouth! The very droop 
of his shoulders is mean and cringing, and he slinks along instead of 
walking.’

1. http://classic.net.bible.org/lexicon.php?word=hypocrite
2. Knight, Knight’s Treasury of 2,000 Illustrations, p. 175.
3. Larson,  Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from Leadership Journal, 

p. 118.

“‘It is very clever of you to see all this,’ said the angel, ‘but there 
is one thing which you did not perceive; that is a looking glass we are 
approaching.’”4

We must pause and ask ourselves, “Am I a hypocrite, a pretend-
er, lacking substance? When I conclude something about someone 
else without knowing all the facts and without talking to the person and 
hearing their perception of the facts, am I perhaps revealing some-
thing in my own heart?” These are hard but necessary questions, for 
Jesus used His harshest words against those practicing hypocrisy 
(see Matthew 15:7-9; 23:27-36).

The only person who has never been criticized is the one who 
has said nothing, done nothing, and died young, for it isn’t considered 
proper to criticize the dead.

How do you respond to criticism? Many people respond by get-
ting angry and defending themselves or retaliating in some manner, 
others pull within themselves and begin to practice a form of isolation. 
Both create more problems in the future.

Handling Criticism

Criticism is a painful thing, but there are some things we can do 
to turn it into a growing experience and a blessing.

 ɶ Commit the situation to God immediately and ask Him to help 
us not to react with resentment, defensiveness or retaliation, 
but instead to learn any lessons that are needed. Remember 
Proverbs 15:1: “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh 
word stirs up anger.”

 ɶ Consider carefully the one who is criticizing. Do they have 
some personal bias against us? Perhaps you have been criti-
cized by an unbeliever who resents being confronted by the 
claims of Christ. “Consider him who endured such opposition 
from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart” 
(Hebrews 12:3).

 ɶ If the criticism is true and we have made a mistake of some 
kind or committed a sin, we must admit it and take full respon-
sibility for it. We must not blame our actions on someone else.

 ɶ Confess our sin to God (see 1 John 1:9) and to anyone else 
who may have been affected by it.

 ɶ Remember that we are not perfect but sinful (see Isaiah 53:6) 
and we need God’s grace operating in our lives on a moment-
by-moment basis to keep us from sin.

 ɶ Finally, we must put the criticism behind us and go on. “Broth-
ers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it [being 
made perfect]. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind 
and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal 
to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14).

4. Knight, Knight’s Master Book of 4,000 Illustrations, p. 140.
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There may be times when the best thing to do is to talk with the 
person doing the criticizing and listen carefully to their point of view, 
trying to discover why they feel the way they do. They usually have 
a totally different perspective than we do. Then, without defending 
ourselves, we can correct any facts that are not true and explain our 
motives. We must evaluate carefully what has been said and be willing 
to be flexible or change if we need to. It may not be a matter of right 
or wrong, but simply a matter of seeing a different perspective on a 
situation. We might even discover the other person has a better idea 
than ours!

However, after we have done the appropriate things, if we feel we 
have honored the Lord and our hearts are right, then we must stand 
firm and not be swayed from doing what we believe is right because 
of criticism. At the same time, we must not defend ourselves but let 
God defend us.

Living by the Spirit

These false teachers had intimated that Paul was living by the 
standards of this world (see 2 Corinthians 10:2), rather than living by 
the Spirit. Living by the Spirit means to live with the mind of Christ 
controlling our lives. The mind of Christ is unveiled for us in Philip-
pians 2:3-8: “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 
humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should 
look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being 
in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a 
man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death 
on a cross!”

Jesus did absolutely nothing out of selfishness or conceit. He 
always regarded others as more important than Himself. He is God; 
He did not have to leave heaven where the angelic host praised Him 
continually. He could have stayed there. He did not have to limit Him-
self to a human body and come into this sinful world. He chose to do 
that for our sakes.

Our Lord Jesus laid aside all the benefits of deity and instead 
became a Servant. That is humility! Being willing to do what is best for 
someone who criticizes you, hates you, persecutes you, even wants to 
kill you—that is the mind of Christ. He did not have to do it. He chose to 
do it! We must too if we are to live  by the Spirit. A servant is one who is 
willing to live constantly and continually in the background, yielded to 
the will of God, being obedient yet never getting any credit for it. That 
is what it means to live in humility or “by the Spirit.”

Living by the World’s Standards

Galatians 5:17 tells us, “The sinful nature desires what is contrary 
to the Spirit.” Living by the world’s standards— the opposite of living by 
the Spirit— is characterized by pride, which is the opposite of humil-
ity. Pride is self-exultation, perhaps taking the form of a servant while 

seeking the credit for self and the praise of man. “Pride is the dandeli-
on of the soul. Its root goes deep; only a little left behind sprouts again. 
Its seeds lodge in the tiniest encouraging cracks. And it flourishes in 
good soil: The danger of pride is that it feeds on goodness.”1

So how do we, as Christians, cease to live by the world’s stan-
dards and begin to live by the Spirit? We must recognize that we have 
the power to live in humility because the Holy Spirit lives within us 
(see Acts 1:8; Romans 8:9). We must yield the control of our lives to 
Christ, and renew our minds through studying and obeying His Word 
(see Romans 12:1,2). As we do these things, He will transform our 
lives from pride and self-serving to humility and Christ-serving. As the 
Holy Spirit reveals seeds of pride to us, we must confess them to God 
and replace our self-serving thoughts with the thoughts of Christ (see 
Philippians 2:3-8) and continue to live by faith. As we do these things 
we grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ (see 2 Peter 3:18).

This is a process we will need to continue for the rest of our lives. 
Real growth in Christ can be, and often is, painful. But the result is also 
pleasant and pleasurable. So if you haven’t already allowed Christ to 
begin that process in your life, why not ask Him to do so today?

Verses 3-4 • Spiritual Warfare

Paul is well aware that he is in a spiritual battle and he knows all 
too well that he must not rely upon the weapons of the world. It is Paul 
who describes for us in Ephesians 6:14-17 the armor God has given 
us to fight these battles.

 ɶ The belt of truth (see verse 14). It is so important that we be 
people of truth in every area of our lives. God desires truth in 
our inner man (see Psalm 51:6). Those who practice lies and 
deception are chipping away at their own self-respect; they will 
find it difficult, if not impossible, to trust God. This belt is such a 
vital piece of the armor, for it is what holds in place the breast-
plate of righteousness, and it is upon this belt that the sword of 
the Spirit—the Word of the God of truth—rests.

 ɶ The breastplate of righteousness (see Ephesians 6:14). This 
piece of armor was what protected the vital organs, particu-
larly the heart. Knowing we have no righteousness of our own 
forces us to turn to God’s righteousness (see Isaiah 64:6), for 
God has given to us the righteousness of Christ (see 2 Cor-
inthians 5:21). Then our hearts are protected from pride and 
self-righteousness.

 ɶ The shoes of the Gospel of peace (see Ephesians 6:15). 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of 
God” (Matthew 5:9); “Therefore, since we have been justified 
through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Je-
sus Christ” (Romans 5:1). This is the message we are to take 
wherever we go.

1. Larson, Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching from Leadership Journal,  
p. 185.
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 ɶ The shield of faith (see Ephesians 6:15). “For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast” 
(Ephesians 2:8-9); “Without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” 
(Hebrews 11:6); “The weapons we fight with are not the weap-
ons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to 
demolish strongholds” (2 Corinthians 10:4). We are saved by 
faith, and we live by faith. As we wage spiritual warfare, we 
know and believe that the battle is not ours to win, but God’s 
(see 2 Chronicles 20:15).

 ɶ The helmet of salvation (see Ephesians 6:17). This is the 
protection for the mind and is desperately needed, for that is 
where the enemy first attacks and it is where the battle is won 
or lost. “For as he thinks in his heart, so he is” (Proverbs 23:7, 
NKJV). When we know we are children of God and that we 
have eternal life, we lose our fear of the battle. “The one who 
believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; the one 
who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he 
has not believed in the witness that God has borne concerning 
His Son. And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal 
life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; 
he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. 
These things I have written to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have 
eternal life” (1 John 5:10-13, NASB).

 ɶ The sword of the Spirit (see Ephesians 6:17). This is the Word 
of God, our offensive weapon. “For the word of God is living 
and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it pene-
trates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it 
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). 
Satan has schemes but they are based upon lies, for he is the 
father of lies (see John 8:44). It is the truth of the Word of God 
that dispels the lies of Satan. We must know it, believe it, and 
use it.

Prayer and the Word of God are our weapons. As we learn to use 
them liberally, the strongholds of the enemy will fall.

Verses 5-6 • Pulling Down Strongholds

There are strongholds of resistance in the minds of people that 
must be pulled down. These are thoughts that are in opposition to 
the truth of the Word of God. They come from an attitude that makes 
people believe they know more than they actually do (see Romans 
12:16). Pride is one of Satan’s greatest weapons. Paul used spiritual 
weapons to tear down his opposition. He did not rely upon his own 
abilities to persuade, nor upon his authority as an apostle. He wanted 
the Corinthians to obey from the heart.

Verses 7-11 • Paul’s Authenticity

In these verses, Paul once again assures the Corinthians that he 
is an authentic person. He is not one person in presence and another 
in letter. However, his goal in writing this way is to build them up, not to 
tear them down. What a wonderful thing to remember! We are to build 
one another up. It takes love and patience and skill to build. You can 
hire anyone off the street to destroy a building. Let’s commit to being 
builders, not destroyers.

Verses 12-18 • Commended by God

The false teachers in Corinth were measuring the success of 
their ministry by what they saw on the surface. They set up their own 
rules and measured everyone by them. Paul did not go by their rules, 
so they accused him of being a deceiver. When you insist on exter-
nal activities in order to measure success, it is easier to measure. Of 
course, God doesn’t measure this way, for He is interested in internal 
transformation.

It was God who gave Paul his assignment, and Paul reminds the 
Corinthians that he is the one who first came to them with the Gospel 
of Christ.

It is possible to commend ourselves by looking at results, or to 
be commended by others, through their praise, and still not have the 
commendation of God.

If our desire is to glorify and please God and we are not afraid for 
Him to judge the motivations of our heart, then we certainly don’t have 
to be concerned about how men judge us. “Let him who boasts boast 
in the Lord” (verse 17).
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

ɶɶ PrayɶandɶaskɶGodɶtoɶspeakɶtoɶyouɶthroughɶHisɶHolyɶSpirit.
ɶɶ UseɶonlyɶtheɶBibleɶforɶyourɶanswers.
ɶɶ Writeɶdownɶyourɶanswersɶandɶtheɶversesɶyouɶused.
ɶɶ Answerɶtheɶ“Challenge”ɶquestionsɶifɶyouɶhaveɶtheɶtimeɶandɶwantɶtoɶdoɶthem.
ɶɶ Shareɶyourɶanswersɶtoɶtheɶ“Personal”ɶquestionsɶwithɶtheɶclassɶonlyɶifɶyouɶwantɶtoɶshareɶthem.

First Day: Read the commentary on 2 Corinthians 10.

1.ɶ Whatɶnewɶorɶhelpfulɶthoughtɶdidɶyouɶfindɶinɶtheɶcommentaryɶonɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ10ɶorɶfromɶyourɶteacher’sɶlecture?ɶWhatɶpersonalɶapplicationɶdidɶ
youɶchooseɶtoɶapplyɶtoɶyourɶlife?

2.ɶ TheɶsuggestedɶmemoryɶverseɶisɶJohnɶ3:30,ɶorɶyouɶmayɶchooseɶaɶdifferentɶverse.ɶShareɶyourɶmemoryɶverseɶwithɶyourɶdiscussionɶgroupɶorɶwithɶ
someoneɶelseɶtoɶencourageɶthem.

Second Day: Read 2 Corinthians 11, concentrating on verses 1-6.

1.ɶ a.ɶ WhatɶisɶPaul’sɶmotiveɶforɶchallengingɶtheɶso-calledɶ“superɶapostles”ɶwhoɶareɶwinningɶoverɶtheɶCorinthians?ɶSeeɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ11:2a.

b.ɶ Paul’sɶmotiveɶreflectsɶGod’sɶviewɶofɶtheɶrelationshipɶbetweenɶHisɶpeopleɶandɶHimself.ɶHowɶdoesɶGodɶdescribeɶHimselfɶinɶExodusɶ20:5a?

2.ɶ Paulɶhadɶgoodɶreasonɶtoɶfeelɶthisɶway.ɶWhatɶrelationshipɶdoesɶPaulɶhaveɶtoɶtheɶbelievers?

1ɶCorinthiansɶ4:15

1ɶCorinthiansɶ9:1-2

3.ɶ HowɶdoesɶPaulɶexpressɶhisɶlong-termɶgoalɶofɶministryɶinɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ11:2b-3?

4.ɶ a.ɶ Whoɶisɶtheɶserpentɶinɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ11:3?ɶSeeɶRevelationɶ12:9.

b.ɶ HowɶdidɶtheɶserpentɶdeceiveɶEveɶinɶGenesisɶ3:1-6,13?ɶSummarizeɶbriefly.

c.ɶ Challenge:ɶWhyɶdoɶyouɶthinkɶPaulɶusesɶthisɶexampleɶhere?

2ɶCorinthiansɶLessonɶ9
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5. a. What three things do the false teachers preach? See 2 Corinthians 11:4.

b. What is the penalty for preaching a false gospel in Galatians 1:6-8?

6. Personal: Today and all through history there have been false teachers trying to lead Christians away from the true Gospel. Are you on your 
guard against being deceived and led astray? Read Acts 17:11 to see how you can do this.

Third Day: Read 2 Corinthians 11 again, concentrating on verses 7-12.

1. What question does Paul ask in 2 Corinthians 11:7?

2. How do the following verses explain Paul’s motives for preaching without accepting financial support?

Acts 20:33-35

1 Corinthians 9:12,18,23

3. a. What did he do to the other churches while he was serving the Corinthians? See 2 Corinthians 11:8.

b. Who specifically supplied his needs? See 2 Corinthians 11:9.

4. a. What did Paul say was in him? See 2 Corinthians 11:10.

b. How do you get this in yourself?

 John 14:6

 Ephesians 1:13

5. In 2 Corinthians 11:12 why does Paul say he will keep on preaching without accepting financial support?

6. Personal: Every Christian should serve without thought of reward, just as Paul did. What are some ways that you serve the Lord? Do you 
expect a reward? You may not expect a financial reward, but may hope for others’ recognition of your work, gratitude for your help, or returning 
the favor you did for them. Why not pray about this now?
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Fourth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 11 again, concentrating on verses 13-21.

1. What does Paul say about his critics in 2 Corinthians 11:13?

2. a. As what does Satan masquerade? See 2 Corinthians 11:14.

b. What does 1 John 5:19 say about Satan’s power?

c. What hope do you find in 1 John 4:4?

3. Review Ephesians 6:10-18. In addition to putting on the armor of God, what are we to do to defeat Satan in our lives? See verse 18.

4. Who does Paul say he is talking like in this section? Who is he not talking like? See 2 Corinthians 11:17.

5. Prove this is true by what Jesus did during His trial. Summarize the following Scriptures:

Matthew 26:62-64

Mark 15:3-5

Luke 23:8-9

1 Peter 2:21-23

6. Personal: Taking the way of Jesus, what do you need to change in your behavior when you are accused—whether justly or unjustly? See 
Proverbs 15:1.

Fifth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 11 again, concentrating on verses 22-25.

1. What three questions does Paul ask and what answers does he give in 2 Corinthians 11:22?

2. Now Paul asks the key question. What is it and how does he answer it in 2 Corinthians 11:23?

2 Corinthians Lesson 9
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3. a. Make a list of each specific thing that has happened to Paul as listed in 2 Corinthians 11:24-25.

b. See Deuteronomy 25:2-3. Why are only 39 lashes used in beatings?

4. Personal: Ask yourself this same key question in 2 Corinthians 11:23. If your answer is “yes,” what things have happened to you as a result 
of this? How has your Savior Jesus Christ taken you through your hardships? Share with your group if possible to encourage others.

Sixth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 11 again, concentrating on verses 26-33.

1. Now Paul switches from specific instances to general things that have happened to him. Make a list of these things from 2 Corinthians 11:26-
27.

2. Challenge: What do you think Paul’s point is in telling the Corinthians all of these things?

3. a. What further burden does Paul have daily? See 2 Corinthians 11:28.

b. Paul has real compassion for this church and its individual members. How does this apply to us according to Galatians 6:1-2?

4. a. What does Paul say in 2 Corinthians 11:29-30?

b. Read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 to help you understand Paul’s words above. Add your name to this passage as you write it, to claim it for your 
life in Christ.

5. a. What does Paul say in 2 Corinthians 11:32-33?

b. Challenge: Why do you think Paul would tell this humbling story?

6. Pray with and for the members of your discussion group. Thank God for the things you are learning about Him through studying His Word. 
You may wish to record prayer requests, answers to prayer, and praise in a separate prayer notebook.
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2 Corinthians 11:1-33

  “The Church’s One Foundation”
“The Church’s one foundation,
Is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is His new creation
By water and the word:
From Heaven He came and sought her
To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her,
And for her life He died.”

—Samuel J. Stone1

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone 
for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed.” 
(Isaiah 28:16)

“By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert 
builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be 
careful how he builds. For no one can lay any foundation other than 
the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 3:10-11)

False Teachers in the Church

The false teachers in Corinth were not building on the founda-
tion laid by Paul during the time he spent there preaching the Gospel 
and establishing them in the faith. They were seeking to destroy that 
foundation by preaching another Jesus and another Gospel (see 2 
Corinthians 11:4).

False teachers are still with us today. New cults spring up almost 
daily, each one seeking to capture and control the minds and, eventu-
ally, the lives of those who become involved.

There are some things that are usually apparent in these move-
ments that should immediately warn us of the danger.

 ɶ There is a lack of authority over the leader of the group. The 
teaching in these cults usually centers around one person. 
They establish themselves as the authority because of a spe-
cial “gift” they have or a special “enlightenment” they have re-
ceived. The false teachers in Corinth were attempting to win 
the believers over by degrading Paul and setting themselves 
up as “super apostles” (see 2 Corinthians 10:10-11; 11:5).

1. Crowning Glory Hymnal (Grand Rapids, MI: Singspiration, Inc., 1957), p. 
6. Public domain.

 ɶ There is a sense of great self-pride, particularly within the lead-
ership of the group, as well as an effort to isolate their follow-
ers because of their “superior” knowledge (see 2 Corinthians 
11:6).

 ɶ There is a desire for money and power (see verse 20).

 ɶ There is moral impurity. While we do not have recorded for us 
that this was the case of these false teachers in Corinth, it is 
certainly indicated since there was a moral looseness appar-
ent in their acceptance of a member of the church living with 
his father’s wife (see 1 Corinthians 5:1-2).

 ɶ There is a strong resistance on the part of the leaders to any 
form of accountability (see 2 Corinthians 11:15).

 ɶ There is a twisting of the Scriptures to make them fit their 
teaching (see Romans 16:17-19).

 ɶ There is always some type of a “works” program involved (see 
Galatians 5:1; Ephesians 2:8-9).

Paul, once the zealous Pharisee and persecutor of the church, 
had now become the protector and preserver of it. Only God could 
have accomplished such a transformation! Paul, who had experienced 
the power of the resurrected Christ in his life, now saw the inherent 
danger in the things being taught by the false teachers in Corinth. Only 
Paul’s great love for Christ and His Church could have moved him to 
write the last three chapters of 2 Corinthians.

Verses 1-6 • The Bride of Christ

How do you go about defending yourself when your integrity has 
been attacked? The Holy Spirit leads Paul to use an illustration he has 
used before, that of a father caring for his children (see 1 Corinthians 
4:14-21). As a loving earthly father is jealous for the moral purity of his 
daughter and desires to present her to her groom as a chaste virgin, 
Paul, as the Corinthians’ spiritual father, desires to present them to 
Christ, their Groom, as a pure, unadulterated Bride. The Bible often 
uses the image of love and marriage and the need for faithfulness to 
demonstrate our relationship with God (see Jeremiah 2:2; Ephesians 
5:22-33).

Paul says that he is “jealous” for the Corinthians (see 2 Corinthi-
ans 11:2). Human jealousy is an ugly thing. There is nothing that has 
done more harm in relationships in homes, churches, nations, and 

2 Corinthians
Lesson 10
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even international relationships. It was jealousy that was the basis of 
the first murder recorded in the Bible (see Genesis 4). Jealousy moved 
the brothers of Joseph to sell him into slavery (see Genesis 37). As 
you study the Gospels you see that it was jealousy that motivated the 
Pharisees and the other religious leaders to put the Lord Jesus Christ 
to death. Surely this is not the jealousy of which Paul was speaking.

What, then, is the jealousy Paul spoke of in 2 Corinthians 11:2? 
He was speaking of the jealousy of God. God first reveals Himself as 
a jealous God when He gave Moses His moral law, as revealed in the 
Ten Commandments (see Exodus 20:5). In that verse of Scripture we 
see God’s jealousy revealed as His concern for the holiness, integrity, 
and purity of life of His people. This is His great purpose for all His 
people, and He knows that the fulfillment of this purpose depends on 
our personal surrender and submission to Him. God shows us clearly 
throughout the Scriptures that happiness without holiness is impos-
sible.

The only person who has ever kept God’s moral law perfectly is 
the Lord Jesus Christ. “God [the Father] made him who had no sin [Je-
sus Christ] to be sin for us, so that in him [Christ] we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). When we receive Christ 
as our Savior, the Holy Spirit comes to live in us, giving us the power 
to live a life that is pleasing to God (see Romans 8:3-9).

The Lord Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters. Either he 
will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other” (Matthew 6:24). Later Jesus was approached 
by a rich young ruler, asking Him what he must do to have eternal 
life. Jesus quoted the commandments to him that had to do with his 
relationships with others. This young man told Jesus that he had done 
those things since his youth. Then Jesus put his finger on the real 
problem. He told him to sell all his possessions and distribute the mon-
ey to the poor, then come follow Him. This young man, the Scripture 
says, went away very sad. His devotion to God had been replaced with 
love for money (see Luke 18:18-23).

This story reveals also that we can live an exemplary life out-
wardly, yet our hearts remain virtually untouched by God. This was 
Jesus’ charge against the scribes and Pharisees who made such a 
show of obeying the law: “You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he 
prophesied about you: ‘These people honor me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far from me’” (Matthew 15:7).

Notice that Paul said in 2 Corinthians 11:2 that he was jealous for 
the Corinthians, not jealous of them. Paul was once a Pharisee, zeal-
ous for the law, but his heart was far from God until it was captured on 
the road to Damascus by the risen Christ. He was all too aware of the 
future dangers lying in wait for the Corinthians, because their loyalty 
to Christ and His Gospel of grace was being divided by those teaching 
another Jesus and another gospel.

Unveiling the Serpent

Paul reminds the Corinthians of the tactics of the serpent, the 
devil or Satan, as he is revealed in Revelation 12:9 and Genesis 3. 
Let’s look at how Satan appealed to Eve in that section of Scripture.

The focus of Satan is the mind, for Satan is a liar (see John 8:44). 
He wants us to listen to his lies, think about them, and then believe 
them. He used a three-fold scheme with Eve:

1. He questioned God’s Word: “Did God really say that?” (See Gen-
esis 3:1.)

2. He denied God’s word: “You will not surely die” (see verse 4).

3. He substituted his lie for God’s truth: “You will be like God” (see 
verse 5).

How does Satan work to get us to accept his schemes? Basically, 
Satan is an imitator, so he tries to copy what God does, only with a 
slight “twist,” and then attempts to convince us that his way is better. 
He even has counterfeit ministers, who pretend to serve God but who 
are really serving Satan (see 2 Corinthians 11:13-15).

How, then, do we recognize these counterfeit ministers or teach-
ers?

Characteristics of False Teachers

The first and foremost characteristic of false teachers is that they 
preach another Jesus, as well as a different spirit and a different gos-
pel (see verse 4). When Paul speaks of another Jesus, the word for 
another here means, “another of a similar kind.” False teachers may 
talk about Jesus, even using high and lofty words to describe Him, but 
they are only attempting to fool you. When Paul speaks of a different 
spirit or a different gospel, the word for different means “another of an 
opposite kind.” The spirit proclaimed by false teachers is opposite of 
the spirit of Christ, creating division. Their gospel opposes the Gospel 
of salvation, usually having works added to faith. Paul challenged the 
Corinthians in their toleration of this.

What is the true Gospel? Let’s do a quick review of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, as taught in the Holy Scriptures:

 ɶ Man is sinful, hopelessly lost, and cannot save himself (see 
Romans 3:23; Titus 3:5).

 ɶ God loves us, so He has provided the way to Himself (see 
John 3:16).

 ɶ Jesus Christ is God in the flesh (see John 1:1,14).

 ɶ He died for our sins and provides the only way back to God 
(see John 14:6; Romans 5:8).

 ɶ He was raised from the dead to secure our salvation (see Ro-
mans 10:9,10).

 ɶ We are saved by faith in Jesus Christ, believing who He is and 
receiving for ourselves what He did for us on the Cross (see 
John 1:12; 3:36; 5:24).
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Why not take the time now to go over the above verses in your 
Bible? If you have never received Christ as your Savior, bow your 
head now, and tell God that you believe His Word, then ask Christ to 
come into your life (see Revelation 3:20). Then read 1 John 5:11-13 
and thank God for His gift of eternal life!

Another characteristic of false teachers is that they have charis-
ma. The Corinthians, being Greek, were accustomed to hearing great 
orators. The great philosophers of the day were gifted speakers and 
debaters. Paul admitted he was not a trained speaker, but that didn’t 
mean he was without knowledge (see 2 Corinthians 11:6). Don’t be 
fooled by eloquence or education. Check out the message with the 
Word of God: “To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak 
according to this word, it is because there is no light in them” (Isaiah 
8:20, NKJV).

One of our dear friends, who has a great ministry, was once on 
the debating team of his university. He developed great persuasive 
skills. But when he became a Christian he asked God to remove those 
skills so that he would never rely upon that ability to persuade men to 
trust Christ. God did just that!

Verses 7-12 • Paul’s Motivation

Another way we can recognize false teachers is by their greed. 
One of their criticisms of Paul, which they offered as proof that he 
was not an apostle, was his refusal to accept financial support from 
the Corinthians. Did they have a valid point? After all, “the worker de-
serves his wages” (Luke 10:7). Paul had pointed out to the Corinthians 
in 1 Corinthians 9 this same truth. However, God must have led Paul 
not to accept compensation in Corinth, because this would cause him 
to stand out from the false teachers there who were “peddling their 
wares.” He had accepted offerings from the believers in Macedonia 
so that he could not be accused of teaching for the money in wealthy 
Corinth. He made it clear he would continue in this manner so as to 
expose these wolves of Satan who were masquerading in sheep’s 
clothing (see Matthew 7:15; Acts 20:29-30).

Peter had some words about this in 1 Peter 5:1-3: “To the elders 
among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings 
and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed. Be shepherds 
of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not be-
cause you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to 
be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those 
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.”

Verses 13-21 • Lure of False Teachers

Paul was not surprised by the popularity of these false teachers, 
for he knew whose power was operating in them. How does Satan 
deceive people this way? Paul says he masquerades as light when, in 
reality, he brings darkness (see 2 Corinthians 11:14). But Paul is not 
intimidated by all this, for he knows the end of the story for them: “Their 
end will be what their actions deserve” (verse 15b).

“A young man, having studied violin under a great master, was 
giving his first recital. Following each number, despite the cheers of 
the crowd, the boy seemed dissatisfied. Even after the last number, 
with the shouts louder than ever, the boy stood watching an old man 
in the balcony.

“Finally the old man smiled and nodded approval. Immediately 
the young man relaxed and beamed his happiness.

“The plaudits of the crowd meant nothing until he had won the 
approval of the master.”1

Paul was not interested in attaining the popularity of man, but the 
approval of God.

When Paul left Corinth, there was an immediate vacuum of 
leadership created, which Satan eagerly filled with his false teachers. 
These teachers came with their impressive credentials, since they 
knew that would impress the Corinthians. Satan is a roaring lion, but 
he is also a defeated one (see Revelation 12:10-11). We need have 
no fear of him, for Christ who lives in us is God; therefore, because He 
is greater than Satan in every way, we are safe and protected (see 1 
John 4:4).

The Corinthians lacked discernment. In Joshua 9 there is an in-
teresting story about the Israelites after they had gone into the land of 
Canaan. Their fame in conquering Jericho and Ai had spread through-
out the land. Some of the kings of the tribes were gathering together 
to fight them. Here Satan is coming against them as a roaring lion. 
However, Satan has more than one arrow in his quiver. He is very 
crafty (see Genesis 3:1); he is the great deceiver (see verse 13). It 
was in this way that he approached the Israelites in Joshua 9. The 
Gibeonites (who also lived in Canaan) came to Joshua (the leader of 
the Israelites) with old clothes, patched sandals, and moldy bread. All 
of this was designed to deceive the Israelites into believing they came 
from a long distance. They lied also and said they were from another 
country. From what could be seen with the natural eye, everything 
they said seemed true.

Joshua was a great leader and when Jericho looked impossible 
to defeat, he listened to the Lord (see Joshua 5:13—6:7). After the 
terrible defeat at Ai he again sought the Lord, and God told him the 
reason for the defeat and how to deal with it (see chapter 7). God then 
led them in victory against Ai (see chapter 8). However, even after all 
of that, the Israelites did not seek the Lord about these men in worn-
out sandals, the Gibeonites. They trusted their own judgment (see 
9:14-15) and made a treaty with them, only to discover they had been 
deceived (see verse 16). God had repeatedly instructed His people to 
make no alliances with the people in the land (see Exodus 34:12). Yet 
they were deceived into disobeying the Lord. This is what Satan wants 
us to do—disobey the Lord.

God has also commanded that oaths be kept (see Leviticus 5:4). 
Therefore, the Israelites were bound to keep their covenant with the 
Gibeonites, even though they had been tricked into making it. But the 
consequences of their disobedience was a source of problems for 

1. Knight, Knight’s Master Book of 4,000 Illustrations, pp. 571-72.
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them for years to come. If they had only sought the Lord for wisdom 
and not trusted in their own, much heartbreak could have been avoid-
ed. Could this be true in your life? Do you seek the Lord’s wisdom 
in prayer and through reading God’s Word, even when you think the 
solution to a problem is logical and you can figure it out on your own?

If the Corinthians had sought the Lord for discernment, He would 
have exposed the treachery of the false teachers among them. But 
because these false teachers looked better than Paul, were more elo-
quent than Paul, and had more impressive credentials than Paul, the 
Corinthians foolishly trusted their own judgment and welcomed them 
with open arms.

In 2 Corinthians 11:20 Paul mentions several things that these 
false teachers were doing:

 ɶ They were enslaving the Corinthians. These false teachers 
were seeking to bring them into bondage to the Law of Moses, 
denying the Gospel of grace.

 ɶ They were exploiting and taking advantage of the Corinthians. 
Apparently they were taking advantage of financial support 
and taking all they could get. The image being given here is 
that of catching fish on a hook.

 ɶ They were exalting themselves. They were displaying pride 
and self-exultation, but the Corinthians were apparently ap-
preciative of this attitude.

 ɶ They slapped the Corinthians in the face. This was probably 
not physical violence, but verbal abuse and humiliating them 
in public.

Because of Paul’s love for the Corinthians, he was enraged over 
this. Therefore, since the Corinthians seemed to be so impressed by 
the boasting of these false teachers, Paul said he would stoop to this 
same tactic. He was probably doing this with Proverbs 26:5 in mind: 
“Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will be wise in his own 
eyes.”

Verses 22-25 • Paul’s Credentials

When it came to their Jewish heritage the false teachers and Paul 
seemed to be on equal footing. But when it came to being servants 
of Christ, these false teachers were sadly lacking. Their credentials 
were impressive as far as man was concerned, but the credentials 
that impress God are devotion to Christ and sacrificial service. The 
false teachers were doing just the opposite—serving themselves and 
their own ends.

When we become enamored with the outward appearance— 
education, oratory skills, physical appearance—rather than the inner 
commitment, we will be led astray. This in no way means that a person 
cannot have all the outward characteristics as well as the inner com-
mitment. Many of God’s choice servants do possess these outward 
benefits, and more. But the important thing for us to remember is that 
we need discernment about the messages we hear. If the message 

lacks any of the elements of the Gospel outlined earlier, it is heresy, 
regardless of the outward appeal of the messenger.

Paul lists some of the things he suffered at the hands of men 
because of his devotion to Christ: he was beaten by the Gentiles and 
the Jews (only one beating and one stoning is recorded here—see 
Acts 16:22; 14:19). Three times the Gentiles beat him with rods, and 
he was given 39 lashes by the Jews on five different occasions. Paul 
was a Roman citizen, so these beatings were against the law (see 
Acts 22:22-29). Paul could have protested and either been saved from 
this or had the perpetrators punished. However, he submitted out of 
devotion to Christ.

Verses 26-33 • A Privilege to Serve

The hardships Paul lists in 2 Corinthians 11:25b-27 could have 
been experienced by anyone in that day who traveled very often; how-
ever, it is clear Paul believes that Satan was behind these hardships, 
attempting to hinder his ministry. All these hardships had tremendous 
consequences in Paul’s life, but the greatest suffering he experienced 
was his deep, loving concern for all the churches.

Paul, ever concerned that he glorify his Lord and not himself, 
closed this chapter by relating a very humiliating experience in his life 
when he had to be smuggled out of Damascus in a basket let down 
over the wall. We must pause and admire the courage and sincere de-
votion of this apostle to the Lord Jesus Christ. How grateful we need to 
be for the many saints down through the centuries who have willingly 
laid down their lives for the purity of the Gospel, the preservation of 
God’s Word, and devotion to His Church. Let’s never take our faith for 
granted, but commit ourselves to serving Christ wherever He has put 
us, for it is a great privilege to do so.
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

ɶɶ PrayɶandɶaskɶGodɶtoɶspeakɶtoɶyouɶthroughɶHisɶHolyɶSpirit.
ɶɶ UseɶonlyɶtheɶBibleɶforɶyourɶanswers.
ɶɶ Writeɶdownɶyourɶanswersɶandɶtheɶversesɶyouɶused.
ɶɶ Answerɶtheɶ“Challenge”ɶquestionsɶifɶyouɶhaveɶtheɶtimeɶandɶwantɶtoɶdoɶthem.
ɶɶ Shareɶyourɶanswersɶtoɶtheɶ“Personal”ɶquestionsɶwithɶtheɶclassɶonlyɶifɶyouɶwantɶtoɶshareɶthem.

First Day: Read the commentary on 2 Corinthians 11.

1.ɶ Whatɶnewɶorɶhelpfulɶthoughtɶdidɶyouɶfindɶinɶtheɶcommentaryɶonɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ11ɶorɶfromɶyourɶteacher’sɶlecture?ɶWhatɶpersonalɶapplicationɶdidɶ
youɶchooseɶtoɶapplyɶtoɶyourɶlife?

2.ɶ TheɶsuggestedɶmemoryɶverseɶisɶEphesiansɶ6:13-17,ɶorɶyouɶmayɶchooseɶaɶdifferentɶpassage.ɶShareɶyourɶmemoryɶverseɶwithɶyourɶdiscussionɶ
groupɶorɶwithɶsomeoneɶelseɶtoɶencourageɶthem.

Second Day: Read 2 Corinthians 12, concentrating on verses 1-4.

1.ɶ a.ɶ Challenge:ɶWhoɶdoɶyouɶthinkɶisɶtheɶ“manɶinɶChrist”ɶinɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ12:2?ɶWhy?

b.ɶ Howɶisɶaɶpersonɶ“inɶChrist”ɶdescribedɶinɶEphesiansɶ1:13-14?

2.ɶ WhatɶuniqueɶexperienceɶdoesɶPaulɶhave?ɶSeeɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ12:2-4.

3.ɶ Challenge:ɶHowɶlongɶagoɶdidɶthisɶhappenɶandɶwhyɶdoɶyouɶthinkɶheɶwaitedɶthisɶlongɶtoɶwriteɶaboutɶit?

4.ɶ a.ɶ Theɶthirdɶheavenɶandɶparadiseɶareɶtheɶsameɶplace.ɶWhatɶdoɶyouɶlearnɶaboutɶparadiseɶinɶtheɶdictionary?

b.ɶ WhatɶdoɶyouɶlearnɶinɶRevelationɶ2:7?

5.ɶ a.ɶ ReadɶLukeɶ23:39-43.ɶWhatɶdidɶJesusɶtellɶtheɶthiefɶonɶtheɶcrossɶinɶverseɶ43?

b.ɶ OnɶwhatɶdidɶJesusɶbaseɶthisɶstatement?ɶSeeɶJohnɶ14:6.

2ɶCorinthiansɶLessonɶ10
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c. Personal: Will you be in heaven some day? If you aren’t sure, read John 3:16-17.

Third Day: Read 2 Corinthians 12 again, concentrating on verses 4-8.

1. What did Paul hear in his vision and what restriction came with this? (2 Corinthians 12:4b)

2. Challenge: What do these verses tell you about the secret things of God?

Deuteronomy 29:29

Isaiah 55:8-9

Romans 11:33

3. a. Why was Paul given an affliction? See 2 Corinthians 12:7.

b. How many times did Paul pray for this handicap to be removed? (2 Corinthians 12:8)

4. Read these prayers, give a brief summary, and tell how God answered them.

Genesis 17:18-21

2 Samuel 12:13-18

1 Kings 19:3-5

5. a. Compare these prayers to Jesus’ prayer in Matthew 26:39-44. Be sure to include the attitude of Jesus in your answer.

b. Personal: When God answers your earnest prayer with “no,” has your attitude been the same as that of Jesus?

Fourth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 12 again, concentrating on verses 9-10.

1. a. Write below God’s exact answer to Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:9a.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.

This study may not be duplicated. For individual use of the purchaser only.



83

b.	 Write	below	Paul’s	reply	to	this	in	2	Corinthians	12:9b-10.

2.	 Read	1	Corinthians	1:27-29	and	give	one	reason	God	may	have	answered	Paul	this	way.

3.	 Boasting	is	one	manifestation	of	the	sin	of	pride.	What	do	you	learn	from	Isaiah	13:11?

4.	 Challenge:	Paul	says	that	God’s	grace	allows	us	to	be	strong	in	His	power	although	we	ourselves	are	weak.	God’s	grace	is	often	defined	in	
an	acrostic	as	“God’s	Riches	At	Christ’s	Expense.”	What	do	these	verses	say	to	help	you	understand	grace?

Nehemiah	9:28-31

Ephesians	1:7-8

Colossians	1:21-22

5.	 Read	Philippians	4:13	and	relate	this	to	2	Corinthians	12:9.

6.	 Personal:	Do	you	have	a	personal	example	that	you	can	share	with	the	group	of	when	you	were	weak,	then	you	were	strong?

Fifth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 12 again, concentrating on verses 11-15.

1.	 Why	do	you	think	Paul	thought	the	Corinthians	should	have	commended	him?	See	2	Corinthians	12:11-12.

2.	 Read	Romans	15:18-19.	How	does	Paul	again	say	that	his	ministry	was	confirmed,	and	through	whose	power	was	this	accomplished?

3.	 Challenge:	As	the	mark	of	an	apostle,	God	gave	Paul	some	signs.	Briefly	summarize	these	verses.

Acts	9:3-12	(Paul	was	also	called	Saul)

Acts	16:16-18

2	Corinthians	Lesson	10
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Acts 18:9

Acts 23:11

4. God also gave Paul revelations of divine truth. Summarize Ephesians 3:1-6.

5. In contrast to not taking money, what two things does Paul say to the Corinthians to show he loves them? See 2 Corinthians 12:14-15.

Sixth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 12 again, concentrating on verses 16-21.

1. a. What does Paul say in 2 Corinthians 12:19b?

b. Read the following verses and tell how Paul knows he is speaking in the sight of God.

 Romans 9:1

 1 Corinthians 4:3-4

2. What sins does Paul fear he will find among the Corinthians? See 2 Corinthians 12:20-21.

3. What do the following verses say will happen to those who live like this?

1 Corinthians 6:9-10

Galatians 5:19-21

4. a. Personal: Do you need to confess any of these sins? If so, don’t put it off. Do it now!

b. When you confess them, what does God do according to 1 John 1:9?

5. Pray with and for the members of your discussion group. Thank God for the things you are learning about Him through studying His Word. 
You may wish to record prayer requests, answers to prayer, and praise in a separate prayer notebook.
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2 Corinthians 12:1-21

“Jesus once said, ‘Don’t worry.’… That’s good advice; but… no-
tice… Jesus is talking about people who are worrying about them-
selves. He is not talking of those who are anxious about the welfare 
of others… The more you worry about other people’s welfare, the less 
you will worry about your own. To ‘get away from ourselves,’ we need 
only to get into the lives of those around us, yes, and those far from us, 
with whom we are bound up in the bundle of life… Isaiah once made 
a joke about people who are too self-centered. He said, ‘The bed is 
too short to stretch out on, the blanket too narrow to wrap around 
you’ [Isaiah 28:20]. Sounds uncomfortable, doesn’t it? That’s the man 
whose life is not big enough. He is cramped into too small a place… 
so you should worry, not about yourself… but about the concerns of 
those who have no claim upon you except that they are in trouble and 
in need.”1

Paul’s concern is not for himself or how the Corinthians feel about 
him, even though he is pained personally by their actions. He is con-
cerned for their spiritual well-being. What had begun as a trickle of 
false doctrine had gradually grown into a great torrent of raging contro-
versy. The Corinthians were in danger of being caught in the undertow 
and swept away from their freedom in Christ. Paul knew that if Satan 
were successful in Corinth, it would be only a matter of time before the 
overflow of his success would affect the Church worldwide. This could 
not go unchallenged!

Self-Measurement

“A little boy came to his mother, saying, ‘Mamma, I am as tall as 
Goliath; I am nine feet high.’ ‘What makes you say that?’ asked the 
surprised mother. ‘Well, I made a little ruler of my own and measured 
myself with it, and I am just nine feet high!’

“There are many people who follow the little boy’s method, mea-
suring themselves by some rule of their own. God tells us of those 
who, ‘When they measure themselves by themselves and compare 
themselves with themselves, they are not wise’ (2 Corinthians 10:12).”2

These are the very words Paul used in describing the false teach-
ers at Corinth. How often we do the very same thing! We compare 

1. Alvin F. Magary, “Your Life,” as quoted in Hovey, The Treasury of Inspira-
tional Anecdotes, Quotations and Illustrations, p. 286.

2. Knight, Knight’s Master Book of 4,000 Illustrations, p. 515.

ourselves to one another, but this is not what God has called us to do. 
Let’s look at God’s Word to see His measuring rod:

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)

“For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his 
light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:6)

God’s glory is the Lord Jesus Christ. And what is God’s verdict 
about us when He compares us to His beloved Son? “For all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

Paul knew how far short he fell when he compared himself to our 
Lord, for he is the one who wrote these words about himself: “For I am 
the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apos-
tle” (1 Corinthians 15:9); “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves 
full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of 
whom I am the worst” (1 Timothy 1:15). Paul was a humble servant of 
God, and one can only imagine the humiliation he must have felt at the 
Corinthians’ boasting.

It was this great apostle who wrote, “And we know that in all things 
God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). Paul knew He loved God 
and that he had been called according to God’s purpose. Should this 
man of great faith believe that God could use his boasting to reach the 
hearts of the Corinthians and even the false teachers? Could it be that 
these men who had criticized and ridiculed Paul might now, through 
these words, be encouraged to compare themselves with someone 
other than themselves—perhaps even with Paul, a true teacher of the 
Gospel—and then, ultimately, with the Lord Jesus Christ Himself? We 
cannot know Paul’s motivation, but we can examine his message.

Webster’s dictionary defines boast as: “To speak in high praise 
of one’s self or belongings; to use exulting, pompous or pretentious 
language.” We can see that the basis of this word is pride. This pride 
usually falls into three categories: pride of pedigree (who we are, our 
family name, reputation, social status, etc.); pride of accomplishment; 
pride of possession.

Paul takes these same three areas and, using some “sanctified 
sarcasm,” compares himself to the false teachers in Corinth. On the 
surface it appears that Paul is boasting about himself out of pride. 
However, if we look below the surface, we will see that nothing could 

2 Corinthians
Lesson 11
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be further from the truth. Here is the way he responds to the potential 
of pride in these three areas:

1. Pride of pedigree: In 2 Corinthians 11:22 Paul says he is on an 
equal footing with the false teachers, for he, too, is a descendant 
of Abraham.

2. Pride of accomplishment: In 2 Corinthians 11:23-29 Paul relates 
his service to Christ very simply and humbly. These accomplish-
ments may not make the world’s “Who’s Who” list, but we can be 
certain that it makes God’s list. In fact, it sounds more like suffer-
ing than service to those who are impressed by so-called success 
stories. But Jesus said, “If the world hates you, keep in mind that 
it hated me first… ‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If they 
persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my 
teaching, they will obey yours also. They will treat you this way 
because of my name, for they do not know the One who sent me… 
‘They hated me without reason’” (John 15:18,20-21,25).

3. Pride of possession: Paul says, “Up to this moment we have be-
come the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world” (1 Corinthians 
4:13). Paul owned nothing. He looked to others for help in provid-
ing the essentials of life (see 2 Corinthians 11:9). In this, too, he 
was like his Master, for Jesus said, “Foxes have holes and birds 
of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his 
head” (Matthew 8:20).

For the Christian there is a fourth area of pride that is often dis-
played. It is very deceptive and difficult to discern, for it parades itself 
as deep spirituality when, in reality, it is nothing more than pride of the 
spirit. When our goal is to impress others by what we do or say, then 
our motivation for good works is rooted in spiritual pride. These works 
are described as wood, hay, and straw, which will be burned up and 
amount to nothing (see 1 Corinthians 3:12-14). Instead, the motive of 
all our good works should be to please God. “So whether you eat or 
drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 
10:31).

Verses 1-4 • The Heavenly Vision

God dealt uniquely with Paul from the moment of his conversion. 
The resurrected Christ appeared to him as he was on the road to Da-
mascus carrying letters from the High Priest authorizing the arrest of 
those proclaiming Christ as the Messiah (see Acts 9:3-6); he saw in a 
vision Ananias coming to minister to him (see Acts 9:12); he was given 
a vision from God when he was called to minister to the Gentiles (see 
Acts 22:17-18).

Paul was also given visions from God throughout his Christian 
life to guide and encourage him. Through a vision he was called to 
enter Macedonia (see Acts 16:9); while he was going through a dif-
ficult time in Corinth, God encouraged Paul by a vision (see Acts 18:9-
10); he was again encouraged by a vision from God after his arrest in 
Jerusalem (see Acts 23:11). After his arrest and while he was being 
transported to Rome for trial after appealing to Caesar, Paul’s ship 
was caught in a violent storm. God sent an angel to assure him that 

he and the passengers would be saved if they stayed in the ship (see 
Acts 27:23-24).

God also gave Paul special revelations of His truth (see Ephe-
sians 3:1-6). Through these revelations God gave him a deep under-
standing of His plan for all believers. Paul understood as no other 
man, except our Savior Himself, the mysteries of God.

Paul had received the heavenly vision fourteen years before he 
recorded it in 2 Corinthians 12:1-4. Unlike many today who claim to 
have received visions from God, he is reluctant to talk about it and 
doesn’t even use the personal pronoun “I.” He only gives us the fact of 
the vision without details, except to say that, while he was there, God 
allowed him to hear “inexpressible things,” which he was not permitted 
to tell. Paul doesn’t want anyone to think too highly of him because of 
the vision. He wanted his Christ-like life to be the basis of what people 
thought of him. What a wonderful servant attitude!

God came down to meet with Moses on the mountain top, but 
He took Paul into His home in paradise! God had revealed early in 
Paul’s ministry that he would suffer greatly for God’s glory (see Acts 
9:15-16). Certainly this heavenly vision must have been a tremendous 
encouragement to him during those times.

Most people would have become very proud and arrogant be-
cause of this great vision. But God, who brings meaning and purpose 
and balance to our lives, knew just what to do to keep that from hap-
pening.

Verses 4-8 • The Messenger

Too much sun makes a desert, too much rain makes a quagmire. 
God made the night as well as the day. Both have a purpose and bring 
blessings. Too many blessings have the potential for producing pride. 
Too many burdens have the potential of robbing us of our joy and 
producing hardness. God knows the right mixture to produce the char-
acter of Christ in us. We need to learn to look at troubles as friends, 
not enemies. This isn’t easy!

The subject of human suffering is often the topic of conversa-
tion. We will never know all the answers. There are some things from 
which we may suffer simply because we belong to the human race, 
things such as poor health, difficult people, inclement weather, mental 
or emotional suffering due to worry or fears, and even lack of the basic 
necessities of life.

The Bible reveals several reasons why Christians suffer. Here 
are just a few. You may know other reasons, as well.

 ɶ To receive God’s Fatherly discipline (see Hebrews 12:5-11)

 ɶ To learn obedience (see Philippians 2:8; Hebrews 5:8)

 ɶ To develop our faith (see Romans 5:3; 1 Peter 1:6-7)

 ɶ To glorify God (see Book of Job)

 ɶ To demonstrate the power of God (see 2 Corinthians 12:8-10)

 ɶ To help others who suffer (see 2 Corinthians 1:3-4)
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 ɶ To illustrate biblical truth (see Book of Hosea)

 ɶ To stifle pride (see 2 Corinthians 12:7)

 ɶ To demonstrate the fruit of the Holy Spirit (see 2 Corinthians 
4:8-11)

 ɶ To witness for Christ (see 2 Timothy 2:8-9)

 ɶ Because of other Christians’ disobedience (see Romans 14:7; 
1 Corinthians 12:26)

There may be times when we suffer and we will never know why. 
But we can glorify God in the midst of all suffering, regardless of the 
reason, by trusting Him to supply our needs and give sufficient grace 
to meet the difficulties without arguing or complaining (see Philippians 
2:14).

Paul says that he was given a “thorn in my flesh” (see 2 Corin-
thians 12:7). There has been much speculation about what this thorn 
was, but we really do not know. The word used here for thorn means 
“a sharp stake used for torturing or impaling someone.” Whatever this 
was, it brought great pain and discomfort to him.

God allowed Satan to afflict Paul, just as God allowed Satan to af-
flict Job (see Job 1,2). We do not fully understand why God allows evil 
in the world, but we do know that God can use it for His own purposes 
(see Genesis 50:20; Romans 8:28). We know that Satan cannot do 
anything to a believer without God’s permission (see Job 1,2).

Paul describes his affliction as “torment” from Satan. The word 
Paul uses here means “to beat, to strike with the fist.” Again we can 
see that this was intense discomfort. When suffering of any kind, 
physical or emotional, comes into our lives, there are several ways 
of handling it.

 ɶ We can become bitter. When we argue and complain against 
God and begin to question His character and His purposes, 
bitterness results.

 ɶ We can “grit our teeth and bear it.” We can determine that we 
will endure and get through it somehow. This may work for 
a while, but frequently dissolves into resentment and loss of 
fellowship with God.

 ɶ We can accept it as a “friend” that can lead us to a richer, 
deeper relationship with God. As we seek God’s face in it, we 
can learn to be joyful always; to live in an attitude of prayer 
continually; and to give thanks in all circumstances (see 1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18), expecting God’s provision for what-
ever we need (see Philippians 4:19).

Do you have a thorn in your life now—a physical problem, an 
unfaithful spouse, a broken relationship, a rebellious child, a tarnished 
reputation, public humiliation? Could you be persuaded to look at that 
thorn as a friend and let God work a miracle in you through it? If you 
do—He will!

Paul recognized his affliction as “a messenger of Satan,” for he 
was aware of the devil’s schemes (see 2 Corinthians 2:11). What are 
some of Satan’s strategies or schemes?

 ɶ To blind the minds of men to the truth of the Bible (see Luke 
8:12; 2 Corinthians 4:3-4)

 ɶ To accuse Christians in order to hinder the Lord’s work here 
on earth (see Revelation 12:9-10). But even when accused, 
remember we have our own personal Defense Attorney, Jesus 
Christ Himself (see 1 John 2:1).

 ɶ To convince Christians to ignore God’s Word, while accepting 
the lies being taught by Satan’s false teachers (see 2 Corinthi-
ans 11:3,13-15; 1 Timothy 4:1)

 ɶ To frustrate and undermine the will of God (see 1 Thessalo-
nians 2:18)

 ɶ To cause Christians to worry (see 1 Peter 5:7-9)

 ɶ To cause Christians to fear death (see Hebrews 2:14-15)

 ɶ To redirect the focus of the Christian away from Christ (see 
Hebrews 12:2-3)

Satan’s schemes are designed to tempt us. God allows these 
schemes into our lives to test us. So all our problems have two sides 
to them. The very thing Satan thought would frustrate Paul and tempt 
him to abandon his faith, God used to keep down spiritual pride and 
to teach Paul the wonderful truth that God’s grace is sufficient in all 
things and under all circumstances. This is a perfect example of the 
truth of Romans 8:28-29: “And we know that in all things God works 
for the good of those who love him, who have been called according 
to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the likeness of his Son.”

Verses 9-10 • God’s Answer to Paul

Paul asked God to remove this suffering. In fact, it was as he 
sought the Lord’s will in this that God was able to give him an answer 
that stayed with him the rest of his life: “My grace is sufficient for you” 
(2 Corinthians 12:9).

There are several things about prayer we need to consider so 
that we can recognize God’s answers when they come.

First, when we make a request of God, there is always a desire or 
motive behind that request. For instance, we can pray for a rebellious 
child, requesting that God would protect and keep that child from get-
ting into trouble. The desire behind the request is that the child might 
come to repentance toward God, turn from going the wrong way, and 
come to Christ in faith. God can answer a prayer like that in several 
ways.

 ɶ He can grant the request but deny the desire behind it. He can 
protect and keep the child from trouble, but there will be no 
repentance toward God. There is an illustration of this in Num-
bers 11. The Israelites were tired of God’s gracious provision 
of manna in the wilderness and began to grumble and com-
plain against it, wanting meat instead. Their desire behind that 
request was for happiness and fulfillment, which they thought 
meat would accomplish. God answered by sending quail in 
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huge numbers to satisfy their request, but Psalm 106:15 says, 
“He gave them their request, but sent leanness into their souls” 
(KJV).

 ɶ He can deny the request but grant the desire behind it. He can 
allow the rebellious child to get into deep trouble, but use that 
trouble to bring the child to repentance and faith. An illustra-
tion of this is in Genesis 18:23-33. Abraham’s request was for 
God to spare Sodom where his nephew Lot lived. His desire 
was for the safety of Lot. God destroyed Sodom and therefore 
denied Abraham’s request to spare the city, but He granted 
Abraham’s desire by leading Lot out of Sodom before it was 
destroyed.

 ɶ He can say yes to the request and the desire. The rebellious 
child in our illustration can be protected and kept from trouble, 
and also come to repentance toward God and faith toward 
Christ. In Judges 16 we have the story of Samson’s sin and 
betrayal by Delilah into the hands of the Philistines. The once 
great and powerful Samson is then blinded and used in the 
place of animals to grind grain. He is brought in before the 
Philistines as entertainment at a festival, to be ridiculed and 
humiliated. His request to the Lord was that God might re-
store his strength. His desire was to be able to avenge himself 
against the Philistines. God said yes to both the request and 
the desire (see verses 28-30).

 ɶ He can say no to the request and the desire. The rebellious 
child can get into much trouble and still not come to repen-
tance. There are a number of reasons given in the Bible as to 
why our prayers are not always answered immediately. They 
are: selfishness (see James 4:2-3); unconfessed sin (see 
Psalm 66:18); lack of compassion (see Proverbs 21:13); the 
request and the desire are not God’s will (see 1 John 5:14-15); 
lack of harmony and agreement between husband and wife 
(see 1 Peter 3:7); pride or self- righteousness (see Job 35:12-
13); lack of obedience (see 1 John 3:22).

We need to consider these things in light of our unanswered 
prayers. If none of these things are true, then God is just saying, “Wait. 
I am at work behind the scenes.”

Paul’s desire was to serve the Lord. He felt that he could do that 
more effectively if this thorn were removed. God said no to his request 
but yes to the desire of his heart. In fact, God took his request and 
spoke to his heart with such assurance and finality that Paul never 
forgot it. This was a source of comfort and encouragement in his many 
imprisonments and beatings and other difficulties along the way. What 
a great God we have!

What is the all-sufficient grace of which God spoke to Paul? It 
is God’s provision for every need we will ever have when we need 
it. It has been said that God in His grace gives us what we do not 
deserve, and in His mercy He does not give us what we do deserve. 
The Bible has much to say about God and His grace. He is “the God 
of all grace” (see 1 Peter 5:10); His Word is “the word of His grace” 
(see Acts 20:32); His throne is a “throne of grace” (see Hebrews 4:16); 

and we have the wonderful promise that “He gives us more grace” 
(James 4:6).

Remember, “I [we] can do everything through him who gives me 
[us] strength” (Philippians 4:13).

Verses 11-15 • Rebuking False Teachers

Paul reminds the Corinthians of the miracles, signs and wonders 
that had been done among them while he was there as a further proof 
of his apostleship. The false teachers in Corinth were apparently really 
pressing the point of Paul’s refusal to accept financial support from 
them as a proof that he was not an apostle. Isn’t it interesting that 
God uses this to expose the greed in their hearts. Paul stands firm in 
this and even reminds the Corinthians that those whom he had sent 
to minister to them had refused their financial support as well. What a 
rebuke this must have been to the false teachers!

Verses 16-21 • Paul Reaffirms His Love

There are few people who enjoy confrontation of any kind, but it is 
especially difficult with someone whom we love dearly, and particularly 
over personal sin problems. Paul encourages the Corinthians to make 
things right before he comes so that his visit will be more pleasur-
able for everyone. But once again he stands his ground and makes it 
known that he will do whatever is required of him in order to restore the 
church to their love of Christ and purity of conduct.

What a courageous servant of God! To quote those familiar 
words of a dear friend and mentor, “May his tribe increase!”
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Study Questions
Before you begin each day:

ɶɶ PrayɶandɶaskɶGodɶtoɶspeakɶtoɶyouɶthroughɶHisɶHolyɶSpirit.
ɶɶ UseɶonlyɶtheɶBibleɶforɶyourɶanswers.
ɶɶ Writeɶdownɶyourɶanswersɶandɶtheɶversesɶyouɶused.
ɶɶ Answerɶtheɶ“Challenge”ɶquestionsɶifɶyouɶhaveɶtheɶtimeɶandɶwantɶtoɶdoɶthem.
ɶɶ Shareɶyourɶanswersɶtoɶtheɶ“Personal”ɶquestionsɶwithɶtheɶclassɶonlyɶifɶyouɶwantɶtoɶshareɶthem.

First Day: Read the commentary on 2 Corinthians 12.

1.ɶ Whatɶnewɶorɶhelpfulɶthoughtɶdidɶyouɶfindɶinɶtheɶcommentaryɶonɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ12ɶorɶfromɶyourɶteacher’sɶlecture?ɶWhatɶpersonalɶapplicationɶdidɶ
youɶchooseɶtoɶapplyɶtoɶyourɶlife?

2.ɶ Theɶsuggestedɶmemoryɶverseɶisɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ12:9,ɶorɶyouɶmayɶchooseɶaɶdifferentɶverse.ɶShareɶyourɶmemoryɶverseɶwithɶyourɶdiscussionɶ
groupɶorɶwithɶsomeoneɶelseɶtoɶencourageɶthem.

Second Day: Read 2 Corinthians 13, concentrating on verses 1-4.

1.ɶ WhatɶhappenedɶtoɶtheɶCorinthiansɶduringɶPaul’sɶfirstɶvisitɶtoɶthem?ɶSeeɶActsɶ18:8.

2.ɶ WhatɶwillɶhappenɶtoɶtheɶCorinthiansɶwhenɶPaulɶmakesɶhisɶthirdɶvisit?ɶSeeɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ13:1-3.

3.ɶ Readɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ13:4a.ɶWhatɶdoɶyouɶthinkɶPaulɶmeansɶwhenɶheɶsaysɶChristɶwasɶcrucifiedɶinɶweakness?ɶSeeɶPhilippiansɶ2:5-8.

4.ɶ WhatɶdoesɶitɶmeanɶwhenɶPaulɶsaysɶChristɶlivesɶbyɶGod’sɶpower?

Romansɶ1:1-4

1ɶCorinthiansɶ6:14

5.ɶ a.ɶ WhatɶdidɶPaulɶsayɶinɶ2ɶCorinthiansɶ13:4b?

b.ɶ Personal:ɶCanɶyouɶsayɶtheɶsame?ɶReadɶRomansɶ6:4-11ɶandɶsummarizeɶbriefly,ɶinsertingɶyourɶnameɶifɶyouɶwish.

2ɶCorinthiansɶLessonɶ11
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Third Day: Read 2 Corinthians 13 again, concentrating on verses 5-6.

1. What does Paul say we must do in 2 Corinthians 13:5?

2. How do we do this according to Psalm 139:23-24?

3. Personal: Ask God to show you the answers to the following questions1 in light of His examination of your heart. Pray through them verbally, 
or if you wish, use a separate sheet to write your response.

Am I consciously or unconsciously creating the impression that I am a better person than I really am? In other words, am I a hypocrite?

Am I honest in all my acts or words, or do I exaggerate?

Do I confidentially pass on to another what was told to me in confidence?

Can I be trusted?

Am I a slave to dress, friends, work or habits?

Am I self-conscious, self-pitying or self-justifying?

Do I give the Bible time to speak to me every day?

Am I enjoying prayer?

When did I last speak to somebody else with the object of trying to win that person for Christ?

Am I making contacts with other people and using those opportunities for the Master’s glory?

Do I pray about the money I spend?

Do I disobey God in anything?

Do I insist upon doing something about which my conscience is uneasy?

Am I defeated in any part of my life, jealous, impure, critical, irritable, touchy or distrustful?

How do I spend my spare time?

Am I proud?

Do I thank God that I am not as other people, especially as the Pharisee who despised the publican?

Is there anybody whom I fear, dislike, disown, criticize, hold a resentment toward or disregard? If so, what am I doing about it?

Do I grumble or complain constantly?

Is Christ real to me?

Fourth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 13 again, concentrating on verses 7-10.

1. What does Paul ask God to do for the Corinthians in these verses?

2. What does Paul ask God to do for the Colossians in Colossians 1:9-12?

3. What does Paul ask God to do for the Philippians in Philippians 1:9-11?

1. Questions adapted from Alan Redpath, Blessings out of Buffetings (Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell), p. 235.
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4. Personal: Using these three lists, take the names of the people for whom you are praying and put a request from Paul’s lists by each person’s 
name and pray that request specifically for them. Continue to do this frequently.

5. Personal: How else can what you have learned today enrich your prayer life? Do you keep a prayer notebook? If not, why not start one now? 
It will help you remember to pray faithfully, and it is a wonderful way to review God’s answers to prayer.

6. What is Jesus’ attitude of prayer in Mark 14:36 that must be ours also?

Fifth Day: Read 2 Corinthians 13 again, concentrating on verses 11-14.

1. Even in the midst of all the problems, how does Paul address the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 13:11?

2. a. What are his final instructions to them in 2 Corinthians 13:11?

b. If they follow his instructions what will happen? See 2 Corinthians 13:11.

3. a. What are Jesus’ final instructions to His disciples and to us in Matthew 28:19-20a?

b. How does Jesus encourage us to obey in Matthew 28:20b?

4. In Paul’s farewell blessing he mentions all three persons of the Trinity. Write out 2 Corinthians 13:14.

5. a. What did the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ do for you? See 2 Corinthians 8:9.

b. What did the love of God do for you? See John 3:16.

c. How is the fellowship of the Holy Spirit with you? Summarize the following verses.

 John 14:25-27

 John 16:12-15

2 Corinthians Lesson 11
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Sixth Day: Review

1. Have you learned some new facts about Paul in this study? What are they?

2. Review your lessons in 2 Corinthians (1 Corinthians also if you have studied that previously). Reflect on the variety of issues which Paul has 
addressed to the early Christians. List several issues or areas you are thankful for in studying these books. Offer thanks to the Lord for each 
one.

3. Personal: List some areas that God has revealed in which you are struggling, frustrated, or afraid. Surrender them to the Lord, thanking and 
trusting Him for each one. (See 2 Corinthians 12:9-10.)

4. Personal: List two trials in your life in which you can see the blessings God meant them to be. Praise God for His omniscience (that He knows 
everything) and His power.

5. List some prayer goals you have after concluding this study.

a. Personal:

b. Family:

c. Ministry:

d. Other:

6. Personal: It is not enough just to learn all these wonderful truths we have studied. We must choose to put them into practice in our lives day 
by day until they are part of us (see James 1:22).

a. By the grace of God and in the power of His Holy Spirit, I will begin to:

b. By the grace of God and in the power of His Holy Spirit, I will stop or change:

7. Pray with and for the members of your discussion group. Thank God for the things you are learning about Him through studying His Word. 
You may wish to record prayer requests, answers to prayer, and praise in a separate prayer notebook.
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2 Corinthians 13:1-14

“This story is told by the captain of a ship on which George Muller 
of Bristol was traveling. During his life he received more than one mil-
lion British pounds from the Lord, without advertising—every penny 
came as an answer to prayer.

“‘We had George Muller of Bristol on board,’ said the captain. 
‘I had been on the bridge for twenty-four hours and never left it and 
George Muller came to me and said, “Captain, I have come to tell you 
I must be in Quebec on Saturday afternoon.” “It is impossible,” I said. 
“Then very well, if your ship cannot take me, God will find some other 
way. I have never broken an engagement in fifty-seven years; let us 
go down into the chart room and pray.”

“‘I looked at that man of God and thought to myself, “What lunatic 
asylum can that man have come from, for I never heard of such a thing 
as this?”

“‘“Mr. Muller,” I said. “Do you know how dense this fog is?”

“‘“No,” he replied, “my eye is not on the density of the fog, but on 
the living God who controls every circumstance of my life.” He knelt 
down and he prayed one of the most simple prayers. When he had fin-
ished I was going to pray, but he put his hand on my shoulder and told 
me not to pray. “As you do not believe He will answer, and as I believe 
He has, there is no need whatever for you to pray about it.” I looked at 
him and George Muller said, “Captain, I have known my Lord for fifty-
seven years and there has never been a single day when I have failed 
to get an audience with the King. Get up, Captain, and open the door 
and you will find the fog has gone.”

“‘I got up and the fog indeed was gone, and on that Saturday 
afternoon George Muller kept his promised engagement.’”1

George Muller, like Paul, believed that God was in control of ev-
ery circumstance in his life, regardless of whether it appeared to be 
bad or good. His vision of God was a clear one. He believed in the 
holy, righteous, sovereign, omnipotent God of the Bible, and trusted 
Him to meet the needs in his life. Do you? Do I? Or do we need a 
clearer vision of God? Let me illustrate with this quote:

“If I think of you as a friend and collaborator, my emotions on 
meeting you will be warm and positive. If I see you as an enemy and 

1. Knight, Knight’s Master Book of 4,000 Illustrations, p. 720.

competitor, my emotions will be just the opposite. You will remember 
the little verse:

“‘Two men looked out from prison bars,
One saw mud, one saw stars.’
“In the pursuit of the fullness of human life, everything depends 

on this frame of reference, this habitual outlook, this basic vision that I 
have of myself, others, life, the world, and God. What we see is what 
we get.

“Consequently, if you or I are to change to grow into persons who 
are more fully human and more fully alive, we shall certainly have to 
become aware of our vision and patiently work at redressing its imbal-
ances and eliminating its distortions. All real and permanent growth 
must begin here. A shy person can be coaxed into assuming an air of 
confidence, but it will only be a mask—one mask replacing another. 
There can be no real change, no real growth in any of us until and un-
less our basic perception of reality, or vision, is changed.”2

Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians who had become proud and 
arrogant, seeks to change their vision in at least four areas.

God
 “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light 

shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in jars of clay 
to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from 
us.” (2 Corinthians 4:6-7)

 “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)

 “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 10:17)

Paul
 “For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and 

ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.” (2 Corinthians 4:5)

 “For I am not in the least inferior to the ‘super-apostles,’ even 
though I am nothing. The things that mark an apostle—signs, 

2. John Powell, as quoted in Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited, p. 415.

2 Corinthians
Lesson 12
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wonders and miracles—were done among you with great perse-
verance.” (2 Corinthians 12:11-12)

False Teachers
 “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerad-

ing as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself mas-
querades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his ser-
vants masquerade as servants of righteousness.” (2 Corinthians 
11:13-15)

Themselves
“Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test your-

selves.” (2 Corinthians 13:5)

Verses 1-6 • The Attitude of Christ

As Paul concludes this letter he quotes from Deuteronomy 19:15 
on the necessity of witnesses to the truth of a matter. He has now 
borne witness against them twice and will do so again when he visits, 
unless things are put in order. The Judaizers (false teachers) in the 
church had accused Paul of being weak (see 2 Corinthians 10:7-11). 
But Paul assures them he will be strong, if that is what is necessary 
to solve the problems there. He warns them he will not spare anyone 
who is a part of the problem (see 2 Corinthians 13:2). The word used 
for spare means “to spare in battle.” Paul is prepared to wage war if he 
needs to in order to set matters straight in Corinth.

Paul compares himself to Jesus in the appearance of weakness 
(see 2 Corinthians 13:3-4). It appeared that Jesus was weak and pow-
erless when He submitted Himself to be crucified. However, it is His 
Cross that is now the “power of God” (see 1 Corinthians 1:18). Paul 
had already explained to the Corinthians that he did not fight spiritual 
battles by the world’s standards, encouraging them to look below the 
surface of things to discover the real problem (see 2 Corinthians 10:1-
6). It may appear to the world that Jesus and Paul are weak, but by 
God’s standards, they are strong.

The standard of the world is to rebel against any form of author-
ity. The prevailing attitude is, “No one is going to tell me what to do!” 
It expresses itself in rebellion—first of all, against God, then parents, 
employers, one another, and finally, government, resulting in total an-
archy.

The standard of God is to humble ourselves and be submissive. 
The Bible has much to say about this. “‘God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble.’ Submit yourselves, then, to God… Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up” (James 4:6-7,10); 
“Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord” 
(Colossians 3:20); “Obey your earthly masters [employers, those in 
authority] in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you 
and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the 
Lord” (Colossians 3:22); “Submit to one another out of reverence for 
Christ” (Ephesians 5:21); “Everyone must submit himself to the gov-

erning authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has 
established. The authorities that exist have been established by God” 
(Romans 13:1).

Jesus is our supreme example in all things. We are instructed 
about His example in Philippians 2:5-8: “Your attitude should be the 
same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself 
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human like-
ness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself 
and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!”

Examine Yourselves

The heart of the problem in Corinth was the problem of the heart. 
So Paul urges the Corinthians to examine themselves to see if they 
are really Christians. Obviously the proof of that goes much deeper 
than being a member of the church or saying that you believe certain 
truths. How can we test ourselves to be sure that we are children of 
God, born into His family through the new birth?

 ɶ Have you believed the Gospel and received Christ as your 
Savior? (See John 3:16; 5:24.) This is not just intellectual as-
sent to historical facts. The Amplified Bible translates the word 
for believe or faith as “to rely upon, trust in, adhere to.” This is 
what it means to have biblical faith.

 ɶ Has there been a change in your life? “Therefore, if anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Have you seen a difference in the 
attitudes and desires of your heart?

 ɶ Do you have the witness of the Holy Spirit in your heart? (See 
Romans 8:9,16; Ephesians 1:13-14.)

 ɶ Do you have a love for other Christians? (See 1 John 3:14.)

 ɶ Are you seeking to be obedient to Him and to practice righ-
teousness? (See 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 1 John 2:3 6,29; 3:7-
10.)

 ɶ Do you know that you have eternal life? (See 1 John 5:11-13.)

This is such a critical issue. Your eternal destiny depends upon 
your answer to these questions. Why not take some time right now and 
get alone with God? Ask Him to search your heart and make known 
to you the answer to these questions. Then, write down your answers. 
Remember, “‘You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart. I will be found by you,’ declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 
29:13-14); “He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish” (2 
Peter 3:9).

While it is a good and necessary thing to examine ourselves, we 
must be careful that we do not focus our attention too much upon 
ourselves. I heard someone years ago say that we should use the 
“gaze-glance” way of walking in our lives. Gaze at Christ and His great 
love for us, and glance at ourselves. The longer we stand before the 
mirror of God’s Word, thinking only of ourselves and how far short we 
fall, the more self-centered we can become. But the longer we stand 
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before that same mirror, seeing the perfection of our Savior, our hearts 
will be lifted up to Him and, slowly but surely, we will be changed into 
His likeness.

This Is Love

“A gentleman who was a professed Christian was taken seriously 
ill. He became troubled about the little love he felt in his heart for God, 
and spoke of his experience to a friend. This is how the friend an-
swered him: ‘When I go home from here, I expect to take my baby on 
my knee, look into her sweet eyes, listen to her charming prattle, and, 
tired as I am, her presence will rest me for I love that child with unut-
terable tenderness. But she loves me little. If my heart were breaking 
it would not disturb her sleep. If my body were racked with pain, it 
would not interrupt her play. If I were dead, she would forget me in a 
few days. Besides this, she has never brought me a penny, but is a 
constant expense to me. I am not rich, but there is not money enough 
in the world to buy my baby. How is it? Does she love me, or do I love 
her? Do I withhold my love until I know she loves me? Am I waiting for 
her to do something worthy of my love before extending it?’

“This practical illustration of the love of God for His children 
caused the tears to roll down the sick man’s face. ‘Oh, I see,’ he ex-
claimed, ‘it is not my love to God, but God’s love for me, that I should 
be thinking of. And I do love Him now as I never loved Him before.’

“‘This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us’ (1 John 
4:10).”1

Verses 7-10 • Seek Truth and Obey It

Paul wants the Corinthians to pass the test. His desire for them 
is that they might live godly lives. He cares nothing for his reputation, 
but he does care about their Christian character. This is his prayer 
for them, that the truth will prevail in their lives and they will grow and 
mature in their faith. This prepares them to minister to others.

Paul’s concern for all the churches was that they grow spiritually 
and live righteously. He taught them the truth, but he also prayed dili-
gently for them that they would not only hear the truth, but do it. Paul 
was a great prayer warrior. We must become warriors also.

Prayer is mysterious in many ways; it is also hard work. It is easy 
to get so busy in our daily lives that we fail to take the time to pray. Fre-
quently when we pray, we find our minds are distracted by the details 
of our lives. Soon we become discouraged and feel that God couldn’t 
possibly hear our prayers. Satan has many schemes to keep us from 
praying, but the great Creator God loves us and has invited us to come 
to Him with whatever concerns us: “Let us then approach the throne of 
grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help us in our time of need” (Hebrews 4:16). Do you spend time with 
God praying for the needs of others, as well as your own?

1. “Gospel Herald,” as quoted in Knight, Knight’s Master Book of 4,000 Illustra-
tions, p. 390.

The White Birds

“There was once a man who had a waking dream. He dreamed 
he was in a spacious church. He had wandered in to pray, and after 
his prayers were finished, he knelt on, his eyes open, gazing around 
at the beauty of the ancient building, and resting in the silence. Here 
and there in the great building were quiet kneeling figures across the 
dim darkness of the nave and aisles. Shafts of sunlight streamed into 
the church from upper windows. In the distance a side door was open, 
letting in scents of summer air, fragrant with the smell of hay and flow-
ers, and the sight of trees waving in the breeze, and beyond, a line of 
blue hills, dim and distant as an enchanted land.

“Presently the man withdrew his eyes from the pleasant outdoor 
world and looked again at the church. Suddenly, close to the spot 
where he was kneeling, there was a gentle whir of wings and he saw a 
little white bird fluttering about in the dim nave; it flew uncertainly hither 
and thither, and once or twice he thought it would fall to the ground. 
But gradually it gathered strength, rose toward the roof, and finally, 
with a purposeful sweep of its wings, sped upward, and out through 
one of the open windows into the sunshine.

“The stranger looked down again at the kneeling men and wom-
en, scattered singly throughout the building; and now he saw what 
he had not noticed before, that by the side of each worshiper there 
hovered, close to the stone floor, a little white bird. Just then he saw 
another bird rise from the floor and try to reach the roof. But it, too, was 
in difficulties; it flew round and round in circles, occasionally beating its 
wings in a futile way against the great lower windows, rich with stained 
glass. Finally it sank down exhausted, and lay still. A little later another 
bird rose from the ground, with a swift and easy flight; for a moment it 
seemed that it would reach the open window and the open air beyond; 
but suddenly, it whirled round, fell helplessly over and over, and came 
to the ground with a thud, as if it had been shot. The man rose from 
his knees and went over to see what had happened; the little bird was 
dead.

“He went back to his place and sat down on one of the chairs; 
then he noticed an ugly bird, its white feathers dirty and bedraggled, 
rise from the ground. At first this bird labored heavily, but it soon gath-
ered speed, for it was strong, and it soared up and out into the sunlit 
world beyond the walls of the great church. More and more the man 
wondered what all this might mean. He looked again at the persons 
at prayer near him, and he noticed one, kneeling very reverently, by 
whose side lay a very beautiful bird, snowy white and perfectly formed. 
But when he looked at it more closely he saw that its eyes were glazed, 
its wings stiff; it was a lifeless shell. ‘What a pity!’ he murmured under 
his breath. At that moment, a gentle whir of wings a few feet away at-
tracted his attention; another bird was rising from the ground, steadily 
and quietly, at first with some appearance of effort, but more and more 
easily and lightly as it gathered strength; this bird flew straight up, past 
the carved angels which seemed to be crying ‘Hallelujah!’ to one an-
other across the dim spaces of the church, and out through the open 
window into the blue sky, where it was soon lost to sight.

2 Corinthians Lesson 12
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“Pondering on what he had seen, the man looked round again, 
and this time he saw standing close to him, an angel, tall and strong, 
with a face of great kindness, wisdom and compassion. It all seemed 
perfectly natural (as things do in dreams), and the man whispered to 
him: ‘Can you explain to me about these white birds?’

“‘Yes,’ said the angel, in a low voice, as he seated himself beside 
him, ‘for I am the guardian of this place of prayer. These white birds 
are the outward sign of the prayers of the people who come here to 
pray. The first bird, which found it difficult to rise, but then succeeded, 
is the prayer of a woman who has come here straight from a very busy 
life. She has very little time to herself; in fact, she usually comes here 
in the midst of her shopping. She has a great many duties and claims, 
and her mind was full of distractions when she first knelt down and 
tried to pray. But she persevered, for her heart is right with God, and 
He helped her; her prayer was real and her will good, so her prayer 
reached God.’

“‘And what about the bird that flew around in circles?’ asked the 
man.

“The angel smiled slightly, with a tinge of faint amusement. ‘That 
man began his prayer well enough; but suddenly he remembered a 
grudge against someone he knew; he forgot his prayer and brooded 
in bitter resentment, and his bitterness killed his prayer… And the ugly 
bird,’ he went on after a moment’s silence, ‘is the prayer of a man who 
hasn’t much idea of reverence; his prayer is bold, almost presumptu-
ous, some people might call it; but God knows his heart, and He sees 
that his faith is real; he does really believe God, so his prayer reaches 
Him.’

“‘And the beautiful lifeless bird that never stirred from the ground 
at all?’ said the man.

“‘That,’ said the angel, ‘is a beautifully composed prayer; the lan-
guage is perfect, the thought is doctrinally correct; the man offered 
it with the greatest solemnity and outward reverence. But he never 
meant a word of it; even as he said the words his thoughts were on his 
own affairs, so his prayer could not reach God.’

“‘And what about the last bird that flew upstairs so easily?’

“The angel smiled. ‘I think you know,’ he said gently. ‘That is the 
prayer of a woman whose whole heart and will is set upon God… Her 
prayer went straight to God.’”1

I’m sure that all of us could see ourselves and our prayers illus-
trated in this story. But I’m also sure that our desire is that the last illus-
tration would truly be our own. Let’s determine before God that, by His 
grace and enabling power, we will become like the one whose whole 
heart and will is set upon God and whose prayers go straight to God.

Verses 11-14 • Words of Encouragement

Paul closes this very personal letter by, once again, encouraging 
the Corinthians to aim toward maturity, thereby promoting unity and 

1. Olive Wyon, “The School of Prayer,” as quoted in Hewett, Illustrations Un-
limited, pp. 425-27.

peace within the church. A divided church is the devil’s workshop. So 
Paul closes with the same appeal in this letter that he began with in his 
first letter to the Corinthians: “I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that 
there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly 
united in mind and thought” (1 Corinthians 1:10).

“God’s Church”
“O that the world again might see
A church united, true to Thee!
A church for all, rich or oppressed
Whose every work by Thee is blessed.
A church beloved in every way
Where Christians work and praise and pray.
A church whose program is not bare—
The Holy Spirit’s working there.
Upon whose altars gifts are poured
Lest Thy great Gift should be ignored.
A church that in all things would be
True to His call, ‘Come, follow me.’”2

Unity is crucial, but not at the expense of the truth of God’s Word. 
The unity that glorifies God comes as a result of submission to God 
and His Word, and love for God and others.

In Conclusion

As we conclude our study of this letter, go back through your 
notes and review those things that helped you in some area of your 
Christian life. Cut or copy them out of your notes and put them in the 
front of your Bible or prayer journal so that you can review them from 
time to time. If you made a list of attributes of God, put that in the front 
of your Bible also. Begin to worship God for Who He is. It will change 
your life!

Our prayer for you is that through this study you have been drawn 
closer to God and have increased your desire to seek Him and know 
Him better. As you grow in your faith, we pray that your life will be a 
true reflection of the Lord Jesus Christ to those around you. — Anne 
Walls and Dottie Heseman

This is the end of the study on 2 Corinthians. There are no 
Study Questions for Lesson 12.

2. Hovey, The Treasury of Inspirational Anecdotes, Quotations and Illustra-
tions, p. 103.
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