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Before you begin

An ideal curriculum for home-school, Bible class, Sunday School or personal Bible Study,
Joy of Living Youth Curriculum is flexible and easy to use. Each lesson covers the same
scripture passage as the adult Joy of Living Study.

Age:

This course encourages students of various ages to develop a habit of personal Bible

study. Since the study requires reading the Bible and writing answers to the questions, the minimum age should be about 6 years old. Although the questions are geared to about age 10, older
students will profit by gaining a basic knowledge of the Bible. Students over the age of 14 may
be mature enough to study the adult Joy of Living course.
The lessons:
The study is divided into weekly units. Each week is divided into three sections:
• a suggested class schedule including craft and game ideas
• leader’s lesson sheets (these contain the answers for the lesson completed by the students during the
previous week)
• student questions for the next lesson (these are passed out at the end of the class)
Students complete the written lessons at home and are encouraged to do a few questions each day
rather than trying to complete all the questions in one day. This will aid the students in developing a pattern of daily Bible Study. The “HARD” and “RISKY” questions are to inspire the
student to think and reason and help them dig deeper into God’s Word.
For homeschool or personal Bible study:
The curriculum may be used in a variety of ways. Following are a few suggestions:
• Lessons may be completed by the individual student and graded for accuracy. Discussion time is
optional, although it is encouraged.
• Students within the same family or group may work on the lessons together. A discussion time with
a parent or other adult is suggested.
• Adults may work one-on-one with the student(s) while they complete the lesson.
• Lessons may be used as part of family devotions. Read the portions of scripture aloud and use the
questions to prompt discussion of the Bible passage.
For use with groups:
There is great flexibility in implementing this curriculum. Since each class has its own needs, space,
finances, and time frame the class schedule is supplied as a general outline and can be changed to
suit specific situations and needs.
Each class session has free time, recreation/snack time, question discussion time, and craft time.
Remember - Keep the pace moving to avoid boredom and trouble, while providing continuity.
Suggested time SCHEDULE to be adapted to individual group:
• 15 - 20 min. - unstructured free time
• 15 - 20 min. - game/snack time
• 15 - 20 min. - discussion time
• remaining time for craft
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Helpful Hints for Groups
Facility/Equipment

• Whatever the class size, access to a gym or large game room is worthwhile for team play and group

activities.

• If the church has the room, a separate cupboard for supplies is a plus.
• A volleyball or similar ball is good to have on hand for a variety of games.
Discussion Time
• Use the counting off system to divide the class into groups for discussion time. (Avoid, if possible,
separating into groups according to age or family.)
• Each discussion group should have an adult leader. Older children should not be used (unless
absolutely necessary) as leaders or sitters; they are there for fellowship and learning, too.
• With many of the questions there is no right or wrong answer. The questions are to encourage the
student to think and reason and to dig deeper into God’s Word. However, since discussion time
is also a form of teaching, the leaders are given answers on their question sheets to aid them in
the discussion, with occasional commentary insights added in brackets.
• As you discuss the lesson be careful not to belittle a student’s opinion or idea. Even if the answer is wrong you can encourage the student by saying something similar to, “I like to see that
you’re thinking, do you think perhaps.…(then give the correct answer)” or “I can see that you
are thinking about the question, does anyone else have thoughts on this question?”
Teachers/Leaders/Helpers
• The number of leaders and helpers is determined by the size of the class. The ideal situation is
one discussion leader per every 5 children.
• In addition to the main leader, it is helpful to have a game leader, and craft leader.
• Responsibilities are determined within each class structure.
• Parent volunteers may be requested when extra help is needed. If there is a large number of
children, the parents have to volunteer only once or twice the entire year.
• Scheduling parents to bring treats is a financial bonus. Keeping cost to a minimum is being a
good steward of God’s resources.
Game Time
Although board games, puzzles, hidden pictures, crosswords, coloring, and quiet activities do not
keep the attention of active children, they should not be ruled out as alternative game time activities. Ball games, races, or tag games are suggested and favored to holding everyone’s interest.
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Suggestions for obtaining craft ideas & supplies:
Garage/yard/rummage sales
library craft books
children’s magazines
YMCA, Park & Recreation Dept., churches (almost every city has a summer program for
children, which includes a craft time; they may have leftover craft supplies they would like
to donate)

Supplies to have on hand for crafts not in kits:
glue, glue sticks, glue gun
scissors (at least 1 pair for every 2 students)
paint (tempera-washable)
paint brushes
paper towels
newspapers
construction paper
crayons
colored markers
colored pencils
paper cups, napkins (snack time)
various items to pass in relay races
balls, basketball, nerf, etc.
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1 Samuel — Game & Craft List
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Craft

Page

Week 1

Barnyard

Food Day

Week 3

Green Thumb

Priest’s Breastplate

21

Clay Wall Plaque

37

Week 2
Week 4
Week 5
Week 6
Week 7
Week 8
Week 9

Week 10
Week 11

Week 12
Week 13
Week 14
Week 15
Week 16
Week 17
Week 18
Week 19
Week 20
Week 21
Week 22

One Handed Relay

Praying Hands Hanger

Wood Tag

Brown Paper Bag Cornucopia

Overhead Pass

Cereal Box Picture Frame

Indoor Hopscotch
Bull’s Eye

Nerf Ball Toss
Car Lot

Blind Man’s Bluff

‘Honest’ Brain Teaser
Rag Toss

Trade Places

Cards and Hat
Apple Relay

Horse Corral

Catch the Wind

Find the Missing Link
Balloon Keep-away
Floor Basketball
What’s Hiden
Relay Race

Stained Glass

Prayer Placemat
Do Good Pie

Jar Paper Weight

Two Salty Projects

Coils & Sun Catchers
Tin Can Lantern
Stencil Mosaic

Christmas Cards
Prayer Rock

Wooden Trivet

Hand-made Postcards
Cupcake Bouquet
Blow Art

Milk Carton Basket

End of Class Food Day

8

13

29
47
54
63
71
78
86
95

102
109
117

126
134
142
149
156
164

172		
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK ONE
NO LESSON DISCUSSION
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: BARNYARD
Divide into two teams, A and B. Each player is given the name of a farm animal, such as chicken, rooster, pig, cow, horse, etc. Use the same farm animals
for each team, so there will be a player on each team with the same animal.
The teams stand on opposite ends of the play area. The leader holds the game
ball and chooses which team (A) will be first to toss it. A player from Team A
must toss the ball into Team B’s area while calling a farm animal.
A team member from Team B must catch the ball before it bounces a second
time. If it is not caught, the Team B player with the farm animal called is
eliminated from play, but sits on Team A’s side. If the ball is caught before
the second bounce, the Team B player who caught it calls a farm animal while
tossing the ball back to Team A’s play area. The game continues in this way
until time is called, or one team is out of players.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss class rules

to end of class

CRAFT: FOOD DAY

MATERIALS:
white bread, 1 slice per child
graham crackers
small marshmallows
HERSHEY’S Chocolate Bars
shredded wheat biscuits
1/4 cup coconut
1 tbls. brown sugar
jelly beans
margarine
milk
new, unused paint brushes
paper towels

toaster
toaster oven
microwave oven
measuring cups
spoons
measuring spoons
muffin tin
foil
mixing bowl
food coloring
small bowls

(continued on next page)
Joy of Living 1 Samuel Youth Bible Study • Page 8

Copyright 2007 Joy of Living Bible Studies • Ventura, CA • www.joyofliving.org

Week 1 Schedule, Page 2

PAINTED TOAST: Pour about 2 tablespoons milk into bowl. Add a drop
or two of food coloring. With clean, unused paint brush, paint a design onto
white bread. Toast, spread with margarine, and eat. Repeat for each serving.
S’MORES:
Place 1 graham cracker half on paper towel; top with half a chocolate bar
and 4 small marshmallows. Microwave at HIGH 10 - 15 seconds or just until
marshmallow begins puff. Immediately top with second graham cracker half;
gently press together. Repeat for each serving.
BIRD’S NEST:
Crumble 2 shredded wheat biscuits into a mixing bowl. Stir in 1/4 cup coconut, and 1 tablespoon brown sugar. Pour 1/4 cup melted margarine into bowl
and stir. Line 6 muffin cups with foil. Press shredded wheat mixture onto the
bottoms and up sides of cups. Bake 10 minutes in 350 degree oven, or until
slightly brown. Cool nests in cups. Remove nests from cups by lifting up on
the foil; then peel off foil. Fill with jelly beans. Save or eat. Cups may also
be filled with canned fruit, yogurt, or pudding if desired. Makes 6 servings.
Repeat as needed for class size.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 1
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 1, verses 1 - 8.
The book of 1 Samuel takes place near the end of the Israelite judges’ rule, and before the
rule of the kings. Although Elkanah had two wives, God’s original plan was for a man to
have only one wife. In the Old Testament, if a woman didn’t have any children, she was not
honored.
1. RISKY: What was different between Elkanah’s wives?
2. CHALLENGE: How do you know Elkanah loved Hannah more than Peninnah?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 1, verses 9 - 18.
1. What was Hannah’s prayer?

2. What does James 5:13 say about prayer?

3. Eli thought Hannah had been drinking when he watched her praying. After she explained about
her prayer, what promise did Eli give her?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 1, verses 19 - 28.
1. CHALLENGE: How do you know God heard Hannah’s prayer?
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2. What did Hannah say to Eli when she brought Samuel to him?

Lesson 1 Questions, Page 2

3. What do these verses say about prayers to God?
Psalm 91:15

Psalm 145:19

4. Hannah kept her promise to God. What do these verses say about making promises to God?
Sometimes a promise is called a vow.
Ecclesiastes 5:4,5

James 5:12

5. There are many verses about prayer in the Bible. What else do these verses say about prayer?
Proverbs 15:8

Proverbs 15:29

Isaiah 59:2

John 9:31
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Lesson 1 Questions, Page 3

6. What do these verses say is the way someone becomes righteous or is right with God?
Isaiah 1:18

1 John 1:9

7. PERSONAL: God’s word says He answers our prayers, but before that happens we have to be
right with Him. That happens when we confess our sins. Are you right with God?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 2, verses 1 - 10.
1. These verses are Hannah’s prayer. What does she say about God in verse 2?

2. HARD: The last verse of Hannah’s prayer gives hope to those who think evil will win over
good. Try writing it in your own words.

3. PERSONAL: Which verse on prayer did you memorize?
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK TWO
DISCUSSION — LESSON ONE
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: ONE HANDED RELAY
Form into relay teams, with players standing about arm’s length from each
other in each line. Each team has a long balloon. Before play begins, all players turn and face the end of the line.
The first player of each team holds the balloon in the hand he does not normally use. At the signal, the second player turns around to face the front of
the line; the first player, using only one hand, gives the balloon to the second
player who receives it with one hand. The third player turns toward the front
and the exchange is again made.
As each exchange is made the player handing off the balloon runs to the end
of the line after handing it off. Play continues until the first player is in his
original position. If the balloon is dropped, the one dropping it must retrieve
it and return to his position before passing it on. The team who reaches their
original positions first wins.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 1

to end of class

CRAFT: PRAYING HANDS HANGER

MATERIALS
liquid tempera paint
yarn		
colored card stock
transparent tape
hole punch
shallow containers

old sponges
small stickers
pencils & felt pens
scissors
ruler
Newspaper

Preparation: Cut sponges into 2-inch pieces. Cover work area with newspaper.
Pour tempera paint into shallow containers.
In Class: Each child should place one hand palm down, with fingers together,
on one sheet of card stock. Leave at least 1/2-inch margin at top, bottom and
outside edges.
(continued on next page)
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Week 2 Schedule, Page 2

Teacher or student traces around hand, cuts out and discards hand print (see
diagram a.)
Tape the hand pattern stencil over another sheet of card stock. (see diagram
b.)
Dip sponge piece into paint and then press onto the hand cutout. Cover the
entire hand design.
Allow to dry then remove stencil.
Decorate the edges of card stock by applying stickers.
Student prints prayer or comments on paper next to hand (diagram c.)
Punch a hole in the top corners. Thread yard through holes and tie to make
hanger.

cut
out

a

b
discard

rn

ya

s
ker
c
i
t
s

c
Craft adapted from Bible Times Crafts for Kids (Gospel Light 1993). Used by permission.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 1 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 1, verses 1 - 8.
The book of 1 Samuel takes place near the end of the Israelite judges’ rule; and before the
rule of the kings. Although Elkanah had two wives, God’s original plan was for a man to
have only one wife. In the Old Testament, if a woman didn’t have any children, she was not
honored.
1. RISKY: What was different between Elkanah’s wives? Peninnah had children, Hannah did
not.
2. CHALLENGE: How do you know Elkanah loved Hannah more than Peninnah? Verse 5: “But
he always gave a special share of the meat to Hannah. He did this because he loved her and
because the Lord had kept her from having children. [If someone asks, today we would say
“allowed her not to have children.” He would use Hannah’s barrenness for good, Romans 8:28
and to bring glory to Himself, John 9:3.]

Read 1 Samuel chapter 1, verses 9 - 18.
1. What was Hannah’s prayer? Verse 11: “And she made a promise to the Lord. ‘O Lord of heaven,’
she said. ‘Please, look down upon my sorrow. Please, answer my prayer and give me a son. If
you do, then I will give him back to you. He’ll be yours for his whole lifetime. And his hair shall
never be cut.’”
2. What does James 5:13 say about prayer? “Is anyone among you suffering? If so, he should pray
about it. And those who are thankful should sing praises to the Lord.”
3. Eli thought Hannah had been drinking when he watched her praying. After she explained about
her prayer, what promise did Eli give her? Verse 17: “‘In that case,’ Eli said, ‘cheer up! May the
Lord give you what you asked for, whatever it is!’”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 1, verses 19 - 28.
1. CHALLENGE: How do you know God heard Hannah’s prayer? Verse 20a: “In due time, a
baby boy was born to her. She named him Samuel.”
2. What did Hannah say to Eli when she brought Samuel to him? Verses 27, 28: “‘I asked him to
give me this child. And he has given me what I asked for! Now I am giving him to the Lord for
a long as he lives.’ So she left him there at the Tabernacle for the Lord to use.” [Samuel was between 2 and 3 years old. He probably did simple chores for Eli until he would learn his priestly
duties.]
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3. What do these verses say about prayers to God?

Lesson 1 Answers, Page 2

Psalm 91:15 “When he calls on me, I will answer. I will be with him in trouble. I will save him
and honor him.”
Psalm 145:19 “He gives those who respect him what they want. He always helps those who
trust him. He hears their cries for help and saves them.”
4. Hannah kept her promise to God. What do these verses say about making promises to God?
Sometimes a promise is called a vow.
Ecclesiastes 5:4,5 “You might talk to God and make a promise to him. If you do this, don’t wait
to do it. For God has no pleasure in fools. Keep your promise to him. You might not promise
to do anything. This is better than saying you will and then not doing it.”
James 5:12 “Most of all, brothers, don’t swear by Heaven or earth or anything else. Just say a
simple yes or no. That way you won’t sin and be guilty for it.”
6. There are many verses about prayer in the Bible. What else do these verses say about prayer?
Proverbs 15:8 “The Lord detests [hates] the sacrifice of the wicked, but the prayer of the upright
pleases him” (NIV).
Proverbs 15:29 “The Lord is far from the wicked. But he hears the prayers of the righteous.”
Isaiah 59:2 “But the trouble is that your sins have cut you off from God. Because of sin, he has
turned his face away from you. And now he won’t listen anymore.”
John 9:31 “Well, God doesn’t listen to evil men. He listens to those who worship him and do
his will.”
7. What do these verses say is the way someone becomes righteous or is right with God?
Isaiah 1:18 “‘Come, let’s talk this over!’ says the Lord. ‘No matter how deep the stain of your
sins, I can take it out. I can make you as clean as freshly fallen snow. Even if your are stained
red as crimson, I can make you white as wool!’”
1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he can be depended on to forgive us. He will cleanse us from
every wrong. It is proper for God to do this because Christ died for our sins.”
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Lesson 1 Answers, Page 3

8. PERSONAL: God’s word says He answers our prayers, but before that happens we have to be
right with Him. That happens when we confess our sins. Are you right with God?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 2, verses 1 - 10.
1. These verses are Hannah’s prayer. What does she say about God in verse 2? “No one is as holy
as the Lord! There is no other God, Nor any Rock like our God.”
2. HARD: The last verse of Hannah’s prayer gives hope to those who think evil will win over
good. Try writing it in your own words. “Those who fight against the Lord shall be broken. He
thunders against them from heaven. He judges throughout the earth. He gives mighty strength
to his King, and gives great glory to his anointed one.”
3. PERSONAL: Which verse on prayer did you memorize?
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 2
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 2, verses 12 - 21.
1. From 1 Samuel 1:3 what are the names of Eli’s sons?
2. What does 1 Samuel 2:12-14 say about Eli’s sons?

3. RISKY: How often did Samuel see his mother and what did she bring him?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 2, verses 21 - 36.
1. CHALLENGE: After Samuel was living in the temple with Eli, how many brothers and sisters
did he have?
2. Which verse, or verses, tell you Eli knew his sons were sinning?

3. What do these verses say about sin?
Romans 14:23b

James 4:17
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4. What does Romans 6:23 say about sin?

Lesson 2 Questions, Page 2

5. The Lord is unhappy with Eli. Through a prophet God tells Eli that his descendants will die
young. But what does God say is going to happen to his two sons in 1 Samuel 2:34?

6. What does God say about the priest who will come after Eli?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 3, verses 1 - 21.
1. What was Samuel doing while Eli’s sons were sinning against the Lord?

2. What was missing during those days?

3. RISKY: What happened to Samuel three times in a row?

4. What did Eli tell Samuel to do after the third time?

5. How did Samuel feel about telling Eli what the Lord said?

6. What did all Israel believe about Samuel?
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Lesson 2 Questions, Page 3

7. Samuel learned about God as he studied the Scriptures. As Samuel studied the Scriptures, he
grew spiritually, that is, he grew in knowing God and His laws. He grew to understand how to
please God. What do these verse say that are some ways to grow spiritually?
1 Thessalonians 5:15-21

Hebrews 13:1

1 Peter 2:1

8. PERSONAL: Which verse did you choose to memorize this week? Who’s winning the contest
on Scripture memorization? You or your mom?
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK THREE
DISCUSSION — LESSON TWO
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: GREEN THUMB
Players are divided into two groups, one on each end of the play area behind
a marked goal line. “IT” stands between the teams in the middle of the play
area. When IT calls “Green Thumb,” the players change goals without being
tagged. IT has to tag only one player, who then becomes IT. IT may try to trick
the players by calling “Blue Thumb,” “Red Thumb,” etc. Any player running
on any other name automatically becomes IT and play resumes.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 2

to end of class

CRAFT: PRIEST’S BREASTPLATE
MATERIALS
Gold, purple, blue and red felt
measuring stick
scissors
pencil tacky glue - purple seam binding
needles
purple thread
For Each Child: twelve 1/2-inch acrylic jewels (flat on one side) in gold
purple, blue, red
Preparation:
For each child:
Cut one purple felt 6 x 8 1/2-inch rectangle
1 x 1 1/2-inch rectangles 4-blue, 4-gold, 4-red
4 - 2 ft. lengths of seam binding
In Class:
Instruct each child to:
arrange 12 felt pieces on purple rectangle (see sketch) then glue in place
glue an acrylic jewel in the center of each small felt piece
Either:
thread needle and fold under one end of each length of seam
(continued on next page)
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Week 3 Schedule, Page 2

binding and stitch one to each corner of purple felt rectangle or
Teacher may hot glue seam binding to each corner.
With teacher’s help tie breastplate around neck and waist.

Samuel was the High Priest. He wore a special tunic or robe made
of multi-colored material. Over the tunic, he wore a gold, blue,
purple and scarlet breastplate made of linen. The breastplate had
12 stones attached to it. Each stone was a symbol of one of the 12
tribes of Israel. The very first high priest was Aaron, the brother of
Moses.
Craft adapted from Bible Times Crafts for Kids (Gospel Light 1993). Used by permission.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 2 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 2, verses 12 - 21.
1. From 1 Samuel 1:3 what are the names of Eli’s sons? Hophni and Phinehas.
2. What does 1 Samuel 2:12-14 say about Eli’s sons? “Now the sons of Eli were evil men. They
didn’t love the Lord. They often sent their servants to the people who were offering sacrifices.
The meat of the sacrificed animal would be boiling in a pot. The servants would put a threepronged hook into the pot. Then they would demand that the meat it brought up be given to
Eli’s sons. They treated all the Israelites this way when they came to Shiloh to worship.” [In
Numbers 18:20-24 we are told the needs of the priests and Levites were met by the people. Eli’s
sons liked their position and all it gave to them, but they wanted more. Eli knew they were doing
this, but did not execute them as the law required (Numbers 15:30-31). In some translations,
“three pronged fork” may be used. This could be a type of pitchfork which is used to handle
hay. In other translations, “flesh hook” may be used. This fork has many bent back tines which
aid in pulling back the flesh of the meat. In either case, a large fork was used in cooking. Eli’s
sons “were taking parts of the sacrifices before they were offered to God on the altar. They were
also eating meat before the fat was burned off. This was against God’s laws (Leviticus 3:3-5).
Offerings were given to show honor and respect to God while seeking forgiveness for sins, but
through their irreverence, Eli’s sons were actually sinning while making the offerings” (Life
Application Bible notes.)]
3. RISKY: How often did Samuel see his mother and what did she bring him? Verse 19: “Each
year his mother made a little coat for him. She brought it to him when she came with her husband for the sacrifice.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 2, verses 21 - 36.
1. CHALLENGE: After Samuel was living in the temple with Eli, how many brothers and sisters
did he have? Verse 21a: “And the Lord gave Hannah three sons and two daughters.”
2. Which verse, or verses, tell you Eli knew his sons were sinning? Verse 22,23: “Eli was now very
old. But he knew what was going on around him. He knew that his sons were doing things
that were wrong. They were even sleeping with the young women who helped at the door of
the Tabernacle.” [These women were not prostitutes, as in the pagan temples of worship. These
women were probably those who washed the utensils and repaired torn garments. Temple prostitution was forbidden under the Law, Deuteronomy 23:17-18. In other ancient pagan religions
temple prostitution was common practice.]
3. What do these verses say about sin?
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Romans 14:23b “And everything that does not come from faith is sin” (NIV). [If the Bible is
silent on some issues, that doesn’t mean it’s okay to do it. If you are convinced that God has
told you not to do or say something, an uneasiness or a guilty conscience will develop, and
for you this is wrong. However, if someone you know has not been shown by God that the
thing is wrong, you should not judge them. This is in matters on which Scripture is silent,
not in areas where Scripture gives direct instruction.]
James 4:17 “And remember this! Do you do what you know is right? If you don’t you are sinning.” [All sin is wrong and punishable. Yet, sin that is done deliberately is the worst kind of
sin. That is the sin Eli’s sons were committing. They knew what was right to do and continued
to sin anyway.]
4. What does Romans 6:23 say about sin? “For the wages [payment] of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (NIV).
5. The Lord is unhappy with Eli. Through a prophet God tells Eli that his descendants will die
young. But what does God say is going to happen to Eli’s two sons in 1 Samuel 2:34? “I will
prove that what I have said will come true! I will cause your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas,
to die on the same day!”
6. What does God say about the priest who will come after Eli? Verse 35: “Then I will choose a
faithful priest. He will serve me and do whatever I tell him to do. I will bless his descendants.
And his family shall be priests to my kings forever.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 3, verses 1 - 21.
1. What was Samuel doing while Eli’s sons were sinning against the Lord? Verse 1a: “Meanwhile,
little Samuel was helping the Lord by serving Eli.
2. What was missing during those days? Verse 1b: “Messages from the Lord were very rare in
those days.” [God had not visited His people with revelation for many centuries. We soon will
see a return of His revelations through Samuel.]
3. RISKY: What happened to Samuel three times in a row? He heard someone call his name; he
answered; he ran to the one he thought was calling him, Eli. [Although Hannah had dedicated
Samuel to the Lord’s service, and he was ministering in the temple, Samuel still had not had his
personal encounter with God.]
4. What did Eli tell Samuel to do after the third time? Verse 9: “So he said to Samuel, ‘Go and lie
down again. If he calls you again say, “Yes, Lord, I’m listening.”’ So Samuel went back to
bed.”
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5. How did Samuel feel about telling Eli what the Lord said? Verse 15: “Samuel stayed in bed until
morning. Then he opened the doors of the Temple as usual. He was afraid to tell Eli what the
Lord had said to him.”
6. What did all Israel believe about Samuel? Verses 19,20: “As Samuel grew, the Lord was with
him. And the people listened to what he said. All the people of Israel knew that Samuel was
going to be a prophet of the Lord.”
7. Samuel learned about God as he studied the Scriptures. As Samuel studied the Scriptures, he
grew spiritually, that is, he grew in knowing God and His laws. He grew to understand how to
please God. What do these verse say that are some ways to grow spiritually?
1 Thessalonians 5:15-21 “See that no one pays back evil for evil. Always try to do good to
each other and to everyone else. Always be joyful. Always keep on praying. No matter what
happens, always be thankful. This is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. Do not
smother the Holy Spirit. Do not tease those who prophesy. But do test everything they say
to be sure it is true. If it is, then accept it.”
Hebrews 13:1 “Keep loving each other like brothers.”
1 Peter 2:1 “So get rid of your feelings of hatred. Don’t just pretend to be good! Be done
with dishonesty and jealousy. Stop talking about others behind their backs.”
8. PERSONAL: Which verse did you choose to memorize this week? Who’s winning the contest
on Scripture memorization? You or your mom?
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 3
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 4, verses 1 - 11.
1. 1 Samuel 3:20 says, “All the people of Israel knew that Samuel was going to be a prophet of the
Lord.” A prophet is consulted about everything. Then he asks God what the people are to do.
Can you find anywhere in 1 Samuel 4:1-4 where the people asked Samuel to talk to God about
the Philistines?

2. What is going on between the Israelites and the Philistines in these first eleven verses?

3. What do you learn about the Ark and Shiloh from these verses?
Exodus 25:22

Joshua 18:1

4. What action did the Israelites take that they thought would help them win the battle over the
Philistines?
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5. What happened to the following? See 1 Samuel 4:10,11 for your answer.
Israelites

Ark

Hophni and Phinehas

6. Do you have a lucky number, day, or even a rabbit’s foot? Do you ever trust in something or
someone other than the Lord? The Israelites put their trust in the ark instead of in the Lord. What
does Psalm 146:3-5 say about trust?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 4, verses 12 - 18.
1. CHALLENGE: How old was Eli and what did he look like?

2. How did Eli die?

3. RISKY: How old was Eli when he became a judge over Israel?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 4, verses 19 - 22.
1. Eli’s daughter-in-law believed God’s glory left Israel when the ark was captured. What do these
verses say about God’s glory in Old Testament times?
Exodus 29:42,43
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Psalm 26:8

2. What do these verses say about God’s glory in New Testament times? This is for us today,
too.
1 Corinthians 3:16

Ephesians 2:22

3. PERSONAL: Is God’s Holy Spirit living in you? Do you desire to have God’s Spirit living in
you? All you need to do is to confess your sins, believe that Jesus died on the cross to take the
punishment for the things you have done. Then ask Him into your heart so that you can live to
please God. And He will hear and answer your prayer.

Read Psalm 78, verses 1 - 6.
When your parents need to drive to a place they have never seen, they ask directions or look
at a road map. If they don’t follow the map correctly, they will get lost. In order to get to
their destination safely and quickly they need to follow the directions exactly. The Bible is
God’s road map to us. In it He gives directions on how He wants us to live. The Bible also
tells about people who did not follow His road map exactly and how they got themselves into
trouble with God. When we read about those who lost their way, we learn what we shouldn’t
do. When we read about those who followed God’s directions exactly, we know what we
should do.
1. Who is supposed to teach you about the hidden things of God according to Psalm 78:3?
2. What does Psalm 78:4 say is to be told about God?

3. Who is God to receive glory and praise from according to Ephesians 3:21?
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK FOUR
DISCUSSION — LESSON THREE
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: WOOD TAG
Indoor tag with a twist. IT is chosen. At the signal, IT chases remaining players.
By touching a piece of wood, player is safe from being tagged. Last person
tagged becomes IT. HINT: If your room has wood paneling, designate that
off limits from being safe wood.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 3

to end of class

CRAFT: BROWN PAPER BAG CORNUCOPIA

MATERIALS
scissors
staples/tape
markers/crayons
green construction paper
colored tissue paper, if possible
newsprint or white sheets of paper
brown paper bag or large piece of brown paper
Slit brown paper bag along seam and form into a cone. Staple or tape to retain the cone shape. Trim open end so edge is circular. Curl the pointed end
with a pencil. Decorate with markers to resemble a basket weave. Crumple
newsprint and fill cornucopia half full. Crumple tissue paper in the shape of
various fruits. Add a green construction paper leaf for each piece. Or, color
white tissue paper in various fruit colors. Make apples, grapes, pears, oranges,
bananas etc. Glue the grapes into clusters. For the bananas, fold a piece of
tissue paper into a rectangle. Roll again into another piece of tissue paper and
twist ends. When fruit is finished, glue inside mouth of cornucopia.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 3 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 4, verses 1 - 11.
1. 1 Samuel 3:20 says, “All the people of Israel knew that Samuel was going to be a prophet of
the Lord.” A prophet is consulted about everything. Then he asks God what the people are to
do. Can you find anywhere in 1 Samuel 4:1-4 where the people asked Samuel to talk to God
about the Philistines? No. [The Philistines were a long time enemy of the Israelites. They lived
along the Aegean Sea, but had moved to Israel at two different times, once during Abraham’s
time about 2000 B.C. and again about 1200 B.C. The name of Palestine was taken from these
peoples. They lived in five main cities: Gaza, Ashkelon, Ekron, Gath, and Ashdod. They were
an advanced culture in technology and in the use of iron.]
2. What is going on between the Israelites and the Philistines in these first eleven verses? A battle.
3. What do you learn about the Ark and Shiloh from these verses?
Exodus 25:22 “And I [God] will meet with you there. I will talk with you from above the place
of mercy between the Guardian Angels. The Ark will contain the laws of my covenant.
There I will tell you my commands for the people of Israel.”
Joshua 18:1 “After the conquest all Israel gathered at Shiloh to set up the Tabernacle. They
did this even though seven of the tribes of Israel had not yet taken their land. They had not
yet conquered the land God had given them.”
4. What action did the Israelites take that they thought would help them win the battle over the
Philistines? Verse 4: “So they sent for the Ark of the Lord of heaven who sits above the angels.
Hophni and Phinehas, the sons of Eli, came with it into the battle.”
5. What happened to the following? See 1 Samuel 4:10,11 for your answer.
Israelites “So the Philistines fought hard and Israel was beaten again. In fact, 30,000 men of
Israel died that day. The rest of them ran to their tents.” [This means they were trying to reach
their homes, they were going AWOL.]
Ark “The Ark of God was taken captive.”
Hophni and Phinehas “And Hophni and Phinehas were killed in the battle.”
6. Do you have a lucky number, day, or even a rabbit’s foot? Do you ever trust in something or
someone other than the Lord? The Israelites put their trust in the ark instead of in the Lord.
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What does Psalm 146:3-5 say about trust? “Don’t look to men for help. Their greatest leaders
fall. For every man must die. His breathing stops and his life ends. In a moment all he planned
for himself is over. But happy is the man who has the God of Jacob as his helper. What joy for
those who hope in the Lord.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 4, verses 12 - 18.
1. CHALLENGE: How old was Eli and what did he look like? Verse 15: 98 years old and partly
blind; verse 18: fat.
2. How did Eli die? Verse 18: “When the messenger told him what had happened to the Ark, Eli
fell backward. He fell from his seat beside the gate. And his neck was broken by the fall. So
he died, for he was old and heavy. He had judged Israel for 40 years.” [Eli demonstrated no
reaction to the news of his sons’ death, but he died after hearing about the Ark.]
3. RISKY: How old was Eli when he became a judge over Israel? He was 98 when he died; he
judged Israel for forty years; he was 58 years old when he began judging Israel. [Eli was the link
between the judges before Samuel and the prophets. Samuel was a judge as well as a prophet.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 4, verses 19 - 22.
1. Eli’s daughter-in-law believed God’s glory left Israel when the ark was captured. What do these
verses say about God’s glory in Old Testament times?
[Since the presence of the ark represented the presence of god in Israel, its capture suggested
that not only was the ark gone but God Himself and all His glory were now in enemy hands.
To the pagans it was conceivable that gods could be taken into exile (Isaiah 46:1-2), but the
Israelites should have known that their omnipresent God could not be taken away from them.
How heathen Israelites had become! (Walvoord)]
Exodus 29:42,43 “This shall be a daily offering that will be for all time. It must be given at the
door of the Tabernacle before the Lord. It is there that I will meet with you and speak with
you. I will meet with the people of Israel there. And the Tabernacle shall be made holy by
my glory.” [God’s glory would be in the Tabernacle.]
Psalm 26:8 “I love the house where you live, O Lord, the place where your glory dwells”
(NIV). [The sanctuary, the place of worship.]
2. What do these verses say about God’s glory in New Testament times? This is for us today,
too.
1 Corinthians 3:16 “You are God’s house. The Spirit of God lives among you in his house.”
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Ephesians 2:22 “And you also are joined with him and with each other by the Spirit. You are
part of this dwelling place of God.”
4. PERSONAL: Is God’s Holy Spirit living in you? Do you desire to have God’s Spirit living in
you? All you need to do is to confess your sins, believe that Jesus died on the cross to take the
punishment for the things you have done. Then ask Him into your heart so that you can live to
please God. And He will hear and answer your prayer.

Read Psalm 78, verses 1 - 6.
When your parents need to drive to a place they have never seen, they ask directions or look
at a road map. If they don’t follow the map correctly, they will get lost. In order to get to
their destination safely and quickly they need to follow the directions exactly. The Bible is
God’s road map to us. In it He gives directions on how He wants us to live. The Bible also
tells about people who did not follow His road map exactly and how they got themselves into
trouble with God. When we read about those who lost their way, we learn what we shouldn’t
do. When we read about those who followed God’s directions exactly, we know what we
should do.
1. Who is supposed to teach you about the hidden things of God according to Psalm 78:3? “I will
tell stories handed down to us from our parents.”
2. What does Psalm 78:4 say is to be told about God? “I will teach these truths to you. That way
you will be able to tell your children. You will describe the great deeds of the Lord. You will
tell them about the mighty miracles he did.”
3. Who is God to receive glory and praise from according to Ephesians 3:21? “To him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen” (NIV).
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 4
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 5, verses 1 - 5.
1. Where did the Philistines put the ark of God?

2. What did the Philistines find on the following days when they went to their temple?
First day after putting the ark next to Dagon.

Second day after putting the ark next to Dagon.

The Holt Dictionary says superstition means: “belief in, fear of, or reverence for the unknown or mysterious. Beliefs or practices, often of a religious character, based on fear of the
unknown; any belief in the power of omens or charms.”
3. After Dagon fell, and some pieces landed on the threshold, the Philistines had a superstition that
demons lived at the entrance of a house, so they wouldn’t step on the threshold. God does not
want His people to be superstitious. What does God say about superstition in Zephaniah 1:9?
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Read 1 Samuel chapter 5, verses 6 - 12.
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1. What happened to the Philistines in the cities Ashdod, Gath, and Ekron, according to these
scriptures?
1 Samuel 5:6

1 Samuel 5:9

1 Samuel 5:11b, 12

2. What was the last decision the Philistines made about the Ark of God? See 1 Samuel 5:11a for
your answer.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 6, verses 1 - 12.
1. After the Ark had been in the Philistine land seven months, what advice did the Philistine priests
and diviners give the Philistine rulers about returning the Ark to Israel?

2. CHALLENGE: What is the guilt offering God wants from Israel according to Leviticus
5:14,15?
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3. In some ways people and animals are alike. Moms don’t want to leave their newborn babies
in someone else’s care. They want to take care of their babies themselves. Cows don’t want to
leave their newborn calves either. How was the Ark sent to Beth Shemesh, a town just inside
Israel’s borders? See 1 Samuel 6:7,8.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 6, verses 13 - 21, and chapter 7, verses 1 - 2.
1. The Israelites did three things when they saw the returned Ark. What are these three things?
Place your answer alongside the scripture references.
1 Samuel 6:13

1 Samuel 6:14

1 Samuel 6:19

2. RISKY: Of the three things you listed above, which one upset God?

3. CHALLENGE: What does Numbers 4:5,15,20 say about the Ark? The care of the Ark will
come up again in a later chapter. Try to remember this information.

Joy of Living 1 Samuel Youth Bible Study • Page 35

Copyright 2007 Joy of Living Bible Studies • Ventura, CA • www.joyofliving.org

Lesson 4 Questions, Page 4

4. Although the Bible doesn’t tell us how the Ark got to Kiriath-jearim, (Kirjath Jearim) who was
put in charge of taking care of it once it reached there? How long did it stay?

5. The Lord God is a loving Father. But He expects His people to obey His rules. Just as your folks
are loving and expect you to obey their rules. What do these verses say about God and what He
wants from us?
Psalm 86:15

Ezekiel 33:11

1 Timothy 2:4
2 Peter 3:9

6. PERSONAL: How is your memorization coming along? Have you memorized more verses
than your mom? Why not add another one to your list today? How about Psalm 86:15?
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK FIVE
DISCUSSION — LESSON FOUR
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship; start craft as children enter so that plaque is
hardened before end of class.

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: INDOOR HOPSCOTCH
Draw a spiral about 6 feet in diameter, with twelve to fifteen spaces, on the
floor using masking tape. Be sure to leave a large circle in the center for a
resting place. The first player hops on one foot around the spiral without stepping on a line or putting the other foot down to the center to rest before going
back to start. If successful, player marks a space with a small object or colored
piece of paper. Game proceeds with each player successfully jumping in each
space, and over marked spaces to center. Each player completing a successful
jump chooses a space and marks it. Players may have more than one marked
space. Each player may rest in his or her own space as well as the center. If a
player steps on a line or sets a foot down, play passes to the next player. Game
continues until all spaces are filled, or no more jumps to reach the center can
be made. Winner is the one with the most marked spaces.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 4

to end of class

CRAFT: CLAY WALL PLAQUE

MATERIALS
scissors
glue
modeling clay
acrylic sealer spray
toothpick, straw
paint/brushes
glitter, sequins
string, pop top tab, paper clip, for hanging scissors
Use the following recipe for clay, your own recipe, or purchased modeling
clay. Children paint pictures on the clay depicting “day” to them; i.e. sunrise,
trees, birds, sunset, etc. Use the saying on the following pages with drawings,
or make one of your own.

(continued on next page)
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SALT CLAY: INGREDIENTS

1 cup flour
1 cup water
2 teaspoons cream of tartar

Week 5 Schedule, Page 2

1 tablespoon salad oil
1/2 cup salt
food coloring

(If you do not have access to a stove on class day, prepare at home; dough can
be stored in refrigerator or freezer in covered container until ready for use.)
Combine ingredients in saucepan. Stir with wooden or plastic spoon over
medium heat several minutes until mixture sticks together to form a ball.
Remove from heat and continue stirring. Drop onto floured waxed paper and
knead until cool.
Divide clay into balls about the size of a golf ball (about 1/4 cup). Let each
child knead ball into desired shape. Food coloring and glitter can be added
while kneading. Shape and add paper clip or pop top tab, or make a hole with
a toothpick or straw before setting aside to air dry and harden. Be sure child’s
initials are somewhere on plaque. If plaques are not hardened and you need
to store them, place on a cookie sheet or other hard surface for easy transport
to and from class. Once plaques are hardened, paint and decorate as desired.
Spray with acrylic sealer.
Each day is a gift from God.
Each day is a gift from God.
Each day is a gift from God.
Each day is a gift from God.
Each day is a gift from God.
Each day is a gift from God.
Each day is a gift from God.
Each day is a gift from God.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 4 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 5, verses 1 - 5.
1. Where did the Philistines put the ark of God? Verse 2: “They brought it to the temple of their
idol Dagon. This temple was in the city of Ashdod.” [“Dagon is generally represented as having the body or trunk of a fish, with human head and hands, as being the symbol of water
and all the vivifying natural powers which take effect in warm countries through water. The
Babylonian-Assyrian, and later Canaanite Dagon, is described by Philo of Byblos as the god of
grain” (UNGER’S). “Non-biblical sources describe Dagon as the father of Baal” (QUEST, NIV
notes).]
2. What did the Philistines find on the following days when they went to their temple?
First day after putting the ark next to Dagon. Verse 3: “The people in the city went to see the
Ark the next morning. But they saw that Dagon had fallen with his face to the ground! The
idol was bowing before the Ark of the Lord! So they set him up again.”
Second day after putting the ark next to Dagon. Verse 4: “But the next morning the people found
the same thing. The idol had fallen face down before the Ark of the Lord again! This time
the idol’s head and hands were broken off. They were lying in the doorway. Only the
trunk of his body had not been broken.”
The Holt Dictionary says superstition means: “belief in, fear of, or reverence for the unknown or mysterious. Beliefs or practices, often of a religious character, based on fear of the
unknown; any belief in the power of omens or charms.”
3. After Dagon fell, and some pieces landed on the threshold, the Philistines had a superstition that
demons lived at the entrance of a house, so they wouldn’t step on the threshold. God does not
want His people to be superstitious. What does God say about superstition in Zephaniah 1:9?
“On that day I will punish all who avoid stepping on the threshold, who fill the temple of their
gods with violence and deceit” (NIV). [This may illustrate the pagan thinking some of God’s
people had stooped to.]

Read 1 Samuel chapter 5, verses 6 - 12.
1. What happened to the Philistines in the cities Ashdod, Gath, and Ekron, according to these
scriptures?
1 Samuel 5:6 “The Lord’s hand was heavy upon the people of Ashdod and its vicinity; he brought
devastation upon them and afflicted them with tumors” (NIV).
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1 Samuel 5:9 “But after they had moved it, the Lord’s hand was against that city, throwing it
into a great panic. He afflicted the people of the city, both young and old, with an outbreak
of tumors” (NIV).
1 Samuel 5:11b, 12 “For death had filled the city with panic; God’s hand was very heavy upon
it. Those who did not die were afflicted with tumors, and the outcry of the city went up to
heaven” (NIV). [The affliction could have been a form of bubonic plague which is carried
by rats, therefore, the “golden rats” of 1 Samuel 6:18.]
2. What was the last decision the Philistines made about the Ark of God? See 1 Samuel 5:11a for
your answer. “So they called all the leaders again. They begged them to send the Ark back to
its own country.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 6, verses 1 - 12.
1. After the Ark had been in the Philistine land seven months, what advice did the Philistine priests
and diviners give the Philistine rulers about returning the Ark to Israel? Verse 3: “‘Yes, it should
be sent back with a gift,’ they were told. ‘Send a guilt offering so that the plague will stop.
Then, if it doesn’t, you will know God didn’t send the plague upon you after all.’” [The Philistines recognized their guilt in taking the Ark of God. Their remedy for guilt to their own gods
was to present a guilt offering. However, their offering was not what God had commanded as a
guilt offering. See Leviticus 5:14—6:7; 7:1-10 for more details on guilt offerings.]
2. CHALLENGE: What is the guilt offering God wants from Israel according to Leviticus 5:14,15?
“And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Someone might sin by accident. He might defile what is holy.
If he does, then he shall bring a ram without defect. It shall be worth whatever fine you charge
against him. It shall serve as his guilt offering to the Lord.’” [“Guilt offerings absolved the
worshiper who had sinned against sacred property, a serious offense. They also distinguished
offenses for which restitution could be made (Leviticus 6:2-7). A ram was offered (no substitutes
allowed) and complete restitution plus 20 percent was to be paid, satisfying both God and the
person wronged. Burnt offerings provided reconciliation; purification or sin offerings provided
purification; but only guilt offerings eased guilty consciences with restitution for sin” (QUEST,
NIV notes).]
3. In some ways people and animals are alike. Moms don’t want to leave their newborn babies
in someone else’s care. They want to take care of their babies themselves. Cows don’t want to
leave their newborn calves either. How was the Ark sent to Beth Shemesh, a town just inside
Israel’s borders? See 1 Samuel 6:7,8. “Now build a new cart. Hitch two cows to it that have just
had calves. Choose cows that have never been yoked before. Then shut their calves away from
them in the barn. Put the Ark of God on the cart. Put it beside a chest with the gold models of
the rats and tumors in it. Then let the cows go wherever they want to.”
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Read 1 Samuel chapter 6, verses 13 - 21, and chapter 7, verses 1 - 2.

1. The Israelites did three things when they saw the returned Ark. What are these three things?
Place your answer alongside the scripture references.
1 Samuel 6:13 “At the time, the people of Beth-shemesh were harvesting wheat in the valley.
When they saw the Ark, they went wild with joy!” [rejoiced]
1 Samuel 6:14 “The cart came into the field of a man named Joshua. It stopped there beside a
large rock. So the people broke up the wood of the cart for a fire. They killed the cows. Then
they sacrificed them to the Lord as a burnt offering.”
1 Samuel 6:19 “But the Lord killed 70 of the men of Beth-shemesh because they looked into
the Ark. And the people mourned because the Lord had killed so many people.”
2. RISKY: Of the three things you listed above, which one upset God? 1 Samuel 6:19, the Israelites
looked into the Ark.
3. CHALLENGE: What does Numbers 4:5,15,20 say about the Ark? The care of the Ark will
come up again in a later chapter. Try to remember this information. “When the camp moves,
Aaron and his sons shall enter the Tabernacle first. They shall take down the veil. They shall
cover the Ark with it” (vs. 5). “Aaron and his sons shall finish packing the sanctuary and all
the utensils. When they are done, the clan of Kohath shall come. They shall carry the units to
wherever the camp is traveling. But they must not touch the holy items. If they do, they will
die. This, then, is the holy work of the sons of Kohath (vs. 15).” “Otherwise they must never
enter the sanctuary for even a moment. If they do, they will look at the holy objects there
and die” (vs. 20).
4. Although the Bible doesn’t tell us how the Ark got to Kiriath-jearim (Kirjath Jearim), who was
put in charge of taking care of it once it reached there? How long did it stay? “So the men of
Kiriath-jearim came. They took the Ark to the hillside home of Abinadab. They chose his son
Eleazar to be in charge of it. The Ark stayed there for 20 years. During that time all Israel
was sad. It seemed to the people that the Lord had left them.” [The location Kiriath-jearim is
not completely known. It is assumed it was near Beth Shemesh, but in the hill country on the
western border of Benjamin. Abinadab is a Levite. A Levites was any descendant of Levi, one
of Jacob’s sons. It is also the title given to that part of the nation of Israel set apart for the care
of the sanctuary. However, he was under, or subordinate, to the priests.]
5. The Lord God is a loving Father. But He expects His people to obey His rules. Just as your folks
are loving and expect you to obey their rules. What do these verses say about God and what He
wants from us?
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Psalm 86:15 “But you are merciful and gentle, Lord. You are slow in getting angry. You are full
of constant love and truth.”
Ezekiel 33:11 “Tell them, ‘I make this promise to you. I am not happy when the wicked die. I
want the wicked to turn from their evil ways and live. Turn, turn from your wickedness. For
why do you want to die, O Israel?’”
1 Timothy 2:4 “He longs for all to be saved and to understand the truth.”
2 Peter 3:9 “It may seem like he is slow in coming back as he promised. But he isn’t. He is waiting because he does not want anyone to die. He is giving more time for sinners to repent.”
6. PERSONAL: How is your memorization coming along? Have you memorized more verses
than your mom? Why not add another one to your list today? How about Psalm 86:15?
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 5
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 7, verses 1 - 6.
1. How long did the Ark of God stay at Kiriath Jearim?

2. What does the second part of verse 2 say the people did during that time?

3. What did Samuel tell the people in verse 3?

4. RISKY: Is Samuel still a young boy? What is the reason for your answer?

5. After the Israelites threw away their idols, they traveled to Mizpah. What did they do there?
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6. PERSONAL CHALLENGE: In the dictionary section of the QUEST, NIV Bible an idol is
“anything that takes the place of God or steals our affections from him—often things like” friends,
sports, hobbies, books or anything else. When you read about idols in the Bible, what do you
picture these idols to be? From the dictionary definition of an idol, do you think you have any
idols in your life?

7. If you discovered you had an idol in your life, what does Psalm 66:18 say you need to do about
it?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 7, verses 7 - 15.
1. CHALLENGE: What was the Philistines’ plan?

2. What did Israel want Samuel to do for them?

3. How did the Lord protect Israel?

4. HARD: From your Bible, what is the name of the stone mentioned in verse 12, and why is it
called that?
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The Israelites lived an up and down life in their worship of God. They had times in their life
when they obeyed and worshipped only Him. There were other times when they disobeyed,
worshipped idols, and did their own thing. We do the same thing. The Bible is our guide to
help us stay in tune with God or to return to Him when our hearts turn away from Him.
5. CHALLENGE: The following verses are what God’s Word says about His creation and His plan
for their salvation. Salvation is the first step to pleasing God. Put these scriptures into number
order making God’s salvation message easy to understand for someone who doesn’t yet know
God. Maybe that someone is you!
John 3:16

“God loved the world so much that he gave his only son. Anyone who believes
in him will not die but have eternal life.”

Romans 3:23

“Yes, all have sinned. All fall short of God’s perfect glory.”

1 John 1:9

“If we confess our sins, he can be depended on to forgive us. He will cleanse
us from every wrong. It is proper for God to do this because Christ died for
our sins.”

John 15:6

“Jesus said, ‘I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one can get to the Father
except through me.’”

Romans 5:8

“But God showed his great love for us. He sent Christ to die for us while we
were still sinners.”

Acts 4:12

“There is salvation in no one else! Under all Heaven there is no other name
for men to call upon to save them.”

Romans 6:23

“Sin makes us die. Through Christ, God gives us life that never ends.”

John 1:12

“But to all who received him, he gave the right to become God’s children. All
they needed to do was to believe in him.”

John 6:47

“How earnestly I tell you this. Anyone who believes in me already has eternal
life!”

6. Once a person has accepted God’s gift of salvation, where are they going to get the help they
need in order to please Him? Read Acts 1:8 to help with your answer.
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7. Once you are born into God’s family, how do you know what He wants you to do? Read the
following verses to learn two of the ways we learn about God’s ways.
Psalm 19:7,8

Jeremiah 33:3

Read 1 Samuel chapter 8, verses 1 - 9.
1. Samuel is now an old man. He has appointed two of his sons as judges. What do you learn about
these sons from 1 Samuel 8:3?

2. How did the elders feel about Samuel’s sons and what did they want Samuel to do about it?

3. What is the reason God told Samuel to give them a king?

4. Using your dictionary what does “reject” mean?

5. PERSONAL: Has someone ever turned his or her back on you? Has someone ever ignored
you or pretended you weren’t there? How did that make you feel? Have you ever done that to
someone else? How do you think that made the other person feel? What does John 13:34,35 say
is the way we should live all the time?
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK SIX
DISCUSSION — LESSON FIVE
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: OVERHEAD PASS
Form two teams; line up one behind the other, an arm’s length apart. The first
player of each team is given a small ball (tennis, baseball, etc.) At the signal,
the player with the ball passes it overhead with one hand to the person standing
behind him. When the ball has reached the end of the row, it is passed back to
the front by placing the ball into one hand of the player in front of him. The
team finishing first wins.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 5

to end of class

CRAFT: CEREAL BOX PICTURE FRAME

MATERIALS
cereal box
scissors
construction paper
cut-out designs
hot glue gun, rubber cement, or tacky glue
Trace desired designs onto construction paper; cut out. Cut the sides and top
from cereal boxes. Trace frame pattern onto inside of both front and back
sides of cereal box. Cut out center of front frame section, leaving about a 1”
border. On unprinted side of frame front, glue design figures chosen. Attach
frame front to frame back: apply one thin line of glue to printed side of front
frame along three sides. Leave top side without glue in order to insert picture.
Align printed side of front frame to unprinted side of back frame.
STANDING FRAME: Cut a 6” strip from one side of the cereal box. Bend
1” from top. Glue the bent piece to the back of the frame.
HANGING FRAME: Cut a 1” x 2” strip from one side of cereal box. Paper
punch a hole +” down from the 1” edge. Apply glue to bottom half of strip
and attach to center back of frame. Insert photo.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 5 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 7, verses 1 - 6.
1. How long did the Ark of God stay at Kiriath Jearim? Verse 2a: “The Ark stayed there for 20
years.”
2. What does the second part of verse 2 say the people did during that time? “And all the people
of Israel mourned and sought after the Lord” (NIV).
3. What did Samuel tell the people in verse 3? “At that time Samuel spoke to them. ‘Are you serious about wanting to return to the Lord?’ he asked. ‘If you are, get rid of your idols and choose
to obey only the Lord. Then he will save you from the Philistines.’”
4. RISKY: Is Samuel still a young boy? What is the reason for your answer? No. In verse 1 of
this chapter, 20 years have passed, and he must have been at least three when Hannah left him
with Eli. In 1 Samuel 3:19,20 we are told he “grew, and the Lord was with him.” And the people
knew he was going to be a prophet. It was at Mizpah (verse 6) that they recognized Samuel as
their leader.
5. After the Israelites threw away their idols, they traveled to Mizpah. What did they do there?
Verse 6b: “On that day they fasted and there they confessed, ‘We have sinned against the Lord.’”
[Water is scarce in the desert. It is not wasted. Pouring it on the ground was an outward sign the
people were repenting of their sin, turning from their idols and were ready to obey and follow
God.]
6. PERSONAL CHALLENGE: In the dictionary section of the QUEST, NIV Bible an idol is
“anything that takes the place of God or steals our affections from him—often things like” friends,
sports, hobbies, books or anything else. When you read about idols in the Bible, what do you
picture these idols to be? From the dictionary definition of an idol, do you think you have any
idols in your life? [Television, Internet, computer games, sports, anything that takes the place
of worshiping God can be considered an idol.]
7. If you discovered you had an idol in your life, what does Psalm 66:18 say you need to do about
it? “He would not have listened if I had not confessed my sins.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 7, verses 7 - 15.
1. CHALLENGE: What was the Philistines’ plan? Verse 7: “The Philistine leaders heard about
the great crowds at Mizpah. So they called out their army and advanced. The Israelites were
afraid when they heard the Philistines were coming.”

Joy of Living 1 Samuel Youth Bible Study • Page 48

Copyright 2007 Joy of Living Bible Studies • Ventura, CA • www.joyofliving.org

Lesson 5 Answers, Page 2

2. What did Israel want Samuel to do for them? Verse 8: “‘Plead with God to save us!’ they begged
Samuel.”
3. How did the Lord protect Israel? Verse 10: “Samuel was sacrificing the burnt offering before the
Lord. At that time, the Philistines arrived for battle. Then the Lord spoke with a mighty voice of
thunder from heaven. This threw the enemy into confusion. As a result, the Israelites defeated
them.”
4. HARD: From your Bible, what is the name of the stone mentioned in verse 12, and why is it
called that? “Samuel then took a stone. He put it between Mizpah and Jeshanah. He named it
Ebenezer. This name means, “the Stone of Help.” For he said, ‘the Lord has helped us!’”
The Israelites lived an up and down life in their worship of God. They had times in their life
when they obeyed and worshipped only Him. There were other times when they disobeyed,
worshipped idols, and did their own thing. We do the same thing. The Bible is our guide to
help us stay in tune with God or to return to Him when our hearts turn away from Him.
5. CHALLENGE: The following verses are what God’s Word says about His creation and His plan
for their salvation. Salvation is the first step to pleasing God. Put these scriptures into number
order, making God’s salvation message easy to understand for someone who doesn’t yet know
God. Maybe that someone is you!
1. Romans 3:23 “Yes, all have sinned. All fall short of God’s perfect glory.”
2. Romans 6:23 “Sin makes us die. Through Christ, God gives us life that never ends.”
3. Romans 5:8 “But God showed his great love for us. He sent Christ to die for us while we
were still sinners.”
4. John 3:16 “God loved the world so much that he gave his only son. Anyone who believes in
him will not die but have eternal life.”
5. John 15:6 “Jesus said, ‘I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one can get to the Father
except through me.’”
6. Acts 4:12 “There is salvation in no one else! Under all Heaven there is no other name for
men to call upon to save them.”
7. 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he can be depended on to forgive us. He will cleanse us
from every wrong. It is proper for God to do this because Christ died for our sins.”
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8. John 1:12 ”But to all who received him, he gave the right to become God’s children. All they
needed to do was to believe in him.”
9. John 6:47 “How earnestly I tell you this. Anyone who believes in me already has eternal
life!”
6. Once a person has accepted God’s gift of salvation, where are they going to get the help they
need in order to please Him? Read Acts 1:8 to help with your answer. “But the Holy Spirit will
come upon you. And you will receive power to speak about me with great effect. You will be
my witnesses to the people in Jerusalem. You will also go throughout Judea, to Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth. You will tell everyone that I died and then rose again from the dead.”
7. Once you are born into God’s family, how do you know what He wants you to do? Read the
following verses to learn two of the ways we learn about God’s ways.
Psalm 19:7,8 “God’s laws are perfect. They protect us and make us wise. They give us joy and
light.”
Jeremiah 33:3 “Ask me, and I will tell you some great secrets. They are about what is going to
happen here.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 8, verses 1 - 9.
1. Samuel is now an old man. He has appointed two of his sons as judges. What do you learn
about these sons from 1 Samuel 8:3? “But they were not like their father. They were greedy
for money. They took bribes and were not fair when they judged people.
2. How did the elders feel about Samuel’s sons and what did they want Samuel to do about it?
Verses 4,5: “Finally the leaders of Israel met in Ramah to talk about this problem with
Samuel. They told him that things were not the same since he retired. They told him that his
sons were not good. ‘Give us a king like all the other nations have’, they pleaded.”
3. What is the reason God told Samuel to give them a king? Verse 7: “‘Do as they say,’ the Lord
replied. ‘For I am the one they are rejecting, not you. They do not want me to be their king
any longer.’”
4. Using your dictionary what does “reject” mean? “To refuse to acknowledge, acquiesce in (accept, give in), or submit to” (WEBSTER’S).
5. PERSONAL: Has someone ever turned his or her back on you? Has someone ever ignored,
you or pretended you weren’t there? How did that make you feel? Have you ever done that to
someone else? How do you think that made the other person feel? What does John 13:34,35 say
is the way we should live all the time? “And so I am giving a new command to you now. You
must love one another just as much as I love you. Your love will prove to the world that you are
my disciples.”
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 6
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 9, verses 1 - 10.
1. Why did Saul and his servant take a trip?

2. After they had traveled many miles, Saul wanted to go home. What did the servant suggest they
do instead?

3. CHALLENGE: What four things does verse 6 say a prophet should be?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 9, verses 11 - 27.
1. Who was the prophet the girls directed Saul to find?

2. RISKY: Why wasn’t the prophet surprised to see Saul?
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3. What did God tell this prophet about Saul?

Lesson 6 Questions, Page 2

4. CHALLENGE: What did the prophet tell Saul about his donkeys, before Saul asked?

5. What did Samuel give Saul at the feast?

6. A prophet foretold the future with words from God. Samuel received wisdom from God so he
would know God’s future plans for Israel. Today, there are fortune tellers, palm and card readers, and others who predict the future. But they are not sent from God, and Christians should
not go to see or listen to them. What does Leviticus 19:31 say about these people?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 10, verses 1 - 13.
1. What did Samuel do and say in verse 1?

2. Samuel gave Saul three signs that would happen as he returned to his home. He would meet
two men, he would meet a group of prophets, and he would prophesy. When these signs were
ended, what was Saul to do?

3. In 1 Samuel 10:6, what did Samuel say would happen to Saul?

Joy of Living 1 Samuel Youth Bible Study • Page 52

Copyright 2007 Joy of Living Bible Studies • Ventura, CA • www.joyofliving.org

Lesson 6 Questions, Page 3

4. What does 2 Corinthians 5:17 say happens when someone becomes a Christian?

5. What was the last thing Samuel said to Saul?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 10, verses 14 - 27.
1. What did Samuel do in 1 Samuel 9:27 and 10:1?

2. What did Saul not tell his uncle in 1 Samuel 10:16b?

3. CHALLENGE: At Mizpah Samuel had the people cast lots, or vote, to choose their king by the
process of elimination. They used the Urim and Thummim (Exodus 28:30, Numbers 27:12-21)
as the “yes” or “no” form of selection. What does Romans 13:1 say about rulers or governing
authorities?

4. What did some of the people say after Saul was announced king according to verse 24b?

5. How did others feel and what did they say about Saul; and what did he do about them according
to verse 27?

6. According to 1 Timothy 2:2 what should everyone do for their leaders, whether they like them
or not?
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK SEVEN
DISCUSSION — LESSON SIX
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: BULL’S EYE
From the bottom of an empty box (approximately 14” x 17” x 8 ”), cut out
four 4” circles in 4 edge locations on the box and a 3” center circle for the
bull’s eye. Mark 25, 50, 75, and 100 points under the 4” circles, and 150 points
under the bull’s eye. You will also need a small object (ball, bean bag, etc.)
for tossing, and prepared review questions.
Set the box on a table, with the open end away from players and a book inside
to stabilize the box. Mark a line on the floor 6 feet from box from which to
throw the object. Each player is asked four questions. Each correct answer
receives one opportunity to toss the object through a hole and receive the points
marked on the box. As a bonus, the winner could receive a special treat.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 6

to end of class

CRAFT: STAINED GLASS

MATERIALS
wax paper, 18” x 24”
glue		
fat-tip black & colored markers
paper cup
plastic lunch bag

tissue paper
black construction paper
salad oil
cotton ball
white paper

This is more an experiment in art technique than a take home art project,
although it may be taken home.
NUMBER 1: Draw a design on 9” x 12” black construction paper, and clip
to another piece of black construction paper. Cut out the spaces of the design
(see sketch on next page for idea). Take the 18” x 12” piece of wax paper and
fold in half to be 9” x 12”. Cut or tear large pieces of tissue paper of various
colors and lay between the sheets of wax paper. If desired, the tissue paper
pieces could be cut to match the design on the black construction paper. When
(continued on next page)
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tissue paper is in place, have an adult place the waxed paper between two cloth
towels and iron on low heat. The wax will melt and hold the tissue paper in
place. When cool, put the wax paper between the two black pieces of construction paper; glue or staple in place. Result: looks like stained glass!
NUMBER 2: Cut white paper to slightly smaller than the size of plastic bag.
Draw a design on the paper with black markers making sure the lines are thick.
Color in the design with colored markers. Pour a small amount of salad oil
into a cup. With cotton ball, rub oil over the entire drawing. When complete,
slip paper into plastic bag and hold up to window. Result: Stained glass! (The
plastic bag enhances the colors and the stained glass effect.)

Sample pattern - use your own imagination

Joy of Living 1 Samuel Youth Bible Study • Page 55

Copyright 2007 Joy of Living Bible Studies • Ventura, CA • www.joyofliving.org

1 SAMUEL — LESSON 6 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 9, verses 1 - 10.
1. Why did Saul and his servant take a trip? Verse 3: “One day Kish’s donkeys ran away. So he sent
Saul and a servant to look for them [Remember owning a donkey meant the owner had money
and power.]
2. After they had traveled many miles, Saul wanted to go home. What did the servant suggest they
do instead? “But the servant said, ‘I’ve just thought of something! There is a prophet who
lives here in this city. He is held in high honor by all the people. All that he says comes true!
Let’s go and find him. Maybe he can tell us where the donkeys are.’” [It is interesting to note
that it was the servant, not Saul, that suggested consulting the “man of God,” considering that
they lived in the same region as Samuel (Benjamin). It’s possible Saul was not very interested
in spiritual matters.]
3. CHALLENGE: What four things does verse 6 say a prophet should be? He is a man of God. He
is highly respected. Everything he says comes true. He gives guidance. [People who delved into
witchcraft, divination, and spiritism, etc., were called seers. God wanted His people to know the
difference between His man and the devil’s man. It was customary to give a gift or honorarium
for services rendered.]

Read 1 Samuel chapter 9, verses 11 - 27.
1. Who was the prophet the girls directed Saul to find? Samuel. [No reason has been found for the
importance of noting the people Saul asked were girls.]
2. RISKY: Why wasn’t the prophet surprised to see Saul? Verse 15: “The Lord had spoken to
Samuel just the day before.”
3. What did God tell this prophet about Saul? Verses 16, 17: “‘Be ready about this time tomorrow,’
the Lord had said. ‘I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin. You are to anoint him as
the leader of my people. He will save them from the Philistines. For I have looked down on
them in mercy. I have heard their cry.’ When Samuel saw Saul the Lord said, ‘That’s the man I
told you about! He will rule my people.’”
4. CHALLENGE: What did the prophet tell Saul about his donkeys, before Saul asked? Verse 20a:
“And don’t worry about those donkeys that were lost three days ago. They have been found.”
5. What did Samuel give Saul at the feast? Verse 23: “Samuel then ordered the chef to bring Saul
the best piece of meat. He was to give him the piece set aside for the guest of honor. [Saul was
given the place of honor to sit as well as the best dish. This piece of meat was a peace offering
given to priests.]
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6. A prophet foretold the future with words from God. Samuel received wisdom from God so he
would know God’s future plans for Israel. Today, there are fortune tellers, palm and card readers, and others who predict the future. But they are not sent from God, and Christians should not
go to see or listen to them. What does Leviticus 19:31 say about these people? “Do not defile
yourselves by asking mediums and wizards for help. For I am the Lord your God.” [For more
scriptures on witches, mediums, etc. see: Leviticus 20:6,27; Deuteronomy 18:11; Isaiah 8:19.
No reason has been found for Samuel seeing Saul alone.]

Read 1 Samuel chapter 10, verses 1 - 13.
1. What did Samuel do and say in verse 1? “Then Samuel took a bottle of olive oil. He poured it
over Saul’s head. Then he kissed him on the cheek. Samuel said, ‘I am doing this because the
Lord has chosen you! You are to be the king of his people, Israel!’” [Anointing the body with
oil was to keep the skin from drying out in hot weather. It was also used for those set apart as
kings, and as a symbol of the Holy Spirit. The Life Application Bible notes state: “When an
Israelite king took office he was not only crowned, he was anointed. The coronation was the
political act of establishing the king as ruler; the anointing was the religious act of making the
king God’s representative to the people.” A king was always anointed by a priest or prophet.
The special anointing oil was a mixture of olive oil, myrrh, and other expensive spices. It was
poured over the king’s head to symbolize the presence and power of the Holy Spirit of God in
his life. This anointing ceremony was to remind the king of his great responsibility to lead his
people by God’s wisdom and not by his own.]
2. Samuel gave Saul three signs that would happen as he returned to his home. He would meet
two men, he would meet a group of prophets, and he would prophesy. When these signs were
ended, what was Saul to do? Verse 7: “Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand
finds to do, for God is with you” (NIV).
3. In 1 Samuel 10: 6, what did Samuel say would happen to Saul? “At that time the Spirit of the
Lord will come upon you. You will prophesy with them. And you will feel and act like a new
person.”
4. What does 2 Corinthians 5:17 say happens when someone becomes a Christian? “When someone becomes a Christian, he becomes a brand new person inside. He is not the same anymore.
A new life has begun!”
5. What was the last thing Samuel said to Saul? Verse 8: “Then go to Gilgal. Wait there seven
days for me. For I will be coming to sacrifice burnt offerings and peace offerings. I will give
you further orders when I get there.”
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Read 1 Samuel chapter 10, verses 14 - 27.

Lesson 6 Answers, Page 3

1. What did Samuel do in 1 Samuel 9:27 and 10:1? “As they were going down to the edge of the
town, Samuel said to Saul, ‘Tell your servant to go on ahead of us’ - and the servant did so - ‘but
you stay here awhile, so that I may give you a message from God.’ Then Samuel took a flask of
oil and poured it on Saul’s head and kissed him, saying, ‘Has not the Lord anointed you leader
over his inheritance?’” [He anointed Saul king in private.]
2. What did Saul not tell his uncle in 1 Samuel 10:16b? “But Saul didn’t tell him that he had been
chosen as king!”
3. CHALLENGE: At Mizpah Samuel had the people cast lots, or vote, to choose their king by the
process of elimination. They used the Urim and Thummim (Exodus 28:30, Numbers 27:12-21)
as the “yes” or “no” form of selection. What does Romans 13:1 say about rulers, or governing
authorities? “Obey the rulers because God is the one who has put them there. There are no rulers anywhere that God has not put in power.” [The Urim and Thummim were used by priests
for times like this when God’s direction was needed. Although Saul had been chosen by the
Lord and already anointed, the people did not know this. They thought they were choosing their
king.]
4. What did some of the people say after Saul was announced king according to verse 24b? “And
all the people shouted, ‘Long live the king!’”
5. How did others feel and what did they say about Saul; and what did he do about them according
to verse 27? “There were, however, some troublemakers. They said, ‘How can this man save
us?’ They hated him and refused to bring him gifts. But Saul took no notice.”
6. According to 1 Timothy 2:2 what should everyone do for their leaders, whether they like them
or not? “Pray for kings and all who have power over us. Then we can live in peace and quietness. We can spend our time in godly living and thinking much about the Lord.”
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 7
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 11, verses 1 - 15.
1. The people of Jabesh-gilead wanted peace. What did Nahash want them to give up in order for
them to have peace and why?

2. What did the people ask for before they agreed to his demand? Why?

3. When Saul heard about the help Jabesh-gilead needed, he was able to round up 330,000 men.
What was Saul’s military strategy?

4. Saul had victory over the Ammonites because the Spirit of God came upon him. What do these
verses say about God’s Spirit?
Zechariah 4:6

Philippians 4:13

Joy of Living 1 Samuel Youth Bible Study • Page 59

Copyright 2007 Joy of Living Bible Studies • Ventura, CA • www.joyofliving.org

Lesson 7 Questions, Page 2

5. PERSONAL: Do you ever have times when you need God’s help to do something? Have you
ever asked Him to give you His strength and power through His Holy Spirit to help you? Before
you can have His Spirit live in you, you need to ask God’s forgiveness for your sins and then
invite Jesus to come live in you so that you can have the Holy Spirit’s help and power every
time you feel weak.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 12, verses 1 - 13.
1. CHALLENGE: From what Samuel says about himself in verses 1-3, do you think he was an
honest man and that he judged Israel fairly? Why?

2. God always sends help when He is asked. But Israel wanted to be like the pagan nations around
them. They wanted to look like them, act like them, worship like them, and be governed like
they were governed. The message they sent to God was that His ways were not what they
wanted. They only wanted His help on their terms. Are there times when you turn away from
what you know God would have you do and do what you want to do instead? Have you ever
wanted something so much, but when you got it you were disappointed because it didn’t live
up to what the advertisements said about it? God knows what is best for His chosen people. He
has a plan for each one of us. Even you. You could choose God’s plan or make up one of your
own. But before you choose your own ways, what does Jeremiah 29:11 say that would help you
with your choice?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 12, verses 14 - 22.
1. If the Israelites obeyed God, all would go well with them. What does Samuel say will happen
if they disobey Him, again?
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2. As a result of unexpected rain, the people understood they had sinned when they asked for a
king. What encouraging words and warning did Samuel give them in verse 20?

3. What won’t help these people or us according to verse 21?

5. HARD: What is Samuel’s promise to the people that he won’t sin?

6. What does 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 say about prayer?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 13, verses 1 -22.
1. Who attacked the Philistines, and who took the credit for the victory over them?

2. What does Proverbs 16:18 say about pride?

3. The Israelite army became afraid of the large Philistine army. They hid “in caves, thickets, and
among the rocks. They even hid in tombs and wells. Some of them crossed the Jordan River.
They ran to the land of Gad and Gilead. Meanwhile, Saul stayed at Gilgal. All those who were
with him were shaking with fear.” Believers in Jesus Christ don’t need to be afraid. What promise
does He give His followers in John 14:27 concerning the fears they have?
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4. What did Samuel tell Saul in 1 Samuel 10:8?
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5. What did Saul do in 1 Samuel 13:9?

6. What happened because of Saul’s disobedience?

7. The Philistines had ruled over Israel at one time. At that time, they did not allow any Israelite
to learn the art of being a blacksmith. So, the only people with spears were the Philistines. This
would make a war very difficult for the Israelites. But the Israelites should have been trusting
God, just as we must trust God when we are faced with a challenge. God is faithful to help us
when we are in trouble, if we ask Him. What does God tell His people and us in these verses?
Exodus 14:13,14

2 Chronicles 20:15b,17

8. PERSONAL: Are you trusting the Lord to take care of you when you have any kind of challenge? Or do you think you need His help only with the very hard challenges?
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK EIGHT
DISCUSSION — LESSON SEVEN
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: NERF BALL TOSS
Players form a circle around “IT,” the one with the Nerf ball. (A bean bag can
also be used.) IT tosses the ball into the air, at least three feet above his head;
players scatter away from IT as soon as IT tosses the ball. When IT catches
the ball, he calls “STOP,” and all players must stop running. IT throws the
ball, trying to hit a player below the waist. If there is a fair hit, the player who
was hit becomes IT, and play resumes from the center of the play area. If IT
fails to hit a player, players begin running again and IT runs to recover the
ball. Upon reaching the ball, and without tossing it in the air, IT calls “STOP,”
and everyone must stop where they are. IT tries to hit another player, and if
successful, there is a new IT with play resuming from center of play area. IT
gets three tries to hit a player; if IT fails, a new IT is selected.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 7

to end of class

CRAFT: PRAYER PLACE MAT

MATERIALS

drawing paper
clear contact paper
scissors
crayons, markers or colored pencils
one 9x12” poster board or colored construction paper for each student. These
will be the basis for their prayer mats.
od,
Dear G
.
bless..
Please
Amen

Before class: on the top of each piece of posterboard or construction paper
mat write in large letters the phrase, : Dear God, please bless...” At the bottom
write Amen. Cut contact paper in 10x13” rectangles - two for each child.
In Class: Instruct the students to draw pictures of special people they would
like God to bless (i.e. mother, father, siblings, teachers, etc). They may write
the names below each picture. Have them cut the pictures out. Glue cutouts
to the mat.
With teacher’s help, peel adhesive backing from Contact paper and place on
front of mat, smoothing out wrinkles. The repeat process on back of prayer
mat.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 7 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 11, verses 1 - 15.
1. The people of Jabesh-gilead wanted peace. What did Nahash want them to give up in order for
them to have peace and why? Verse 2: “‘All right,’ Nahash said. ‘But on one condition. I will
gouge out the right eye of every one of you! This will bring disgrace upon all Israel!’”
2. What did the people ask for before they agreed to his demand? Why? Verse 3: “‘Give us seven
days! We will see if we can get some help!’ replied the elders of Jabesh. ‘Perhaps none of our
brothers will come and save us. If they won’t, we will agree to your terms.’” [Nahash probably
agreed to this request for a couple of reasons. It is possible he thought no one would come to
help Jabesh because Israel wasn’t an organized military unit; this was an easy target for him.
Also, this was probably a walled city which would require a long siege and many supplies and
he didn’t want to wait for victory.]
3. When Saul heard about the help Jabesh-gilead needed, he was able to round up 330,000 men.
What was Saul’s military strategy? Verse 11: “But early the next morning Saul got there. He
had divided his army into three groups. He made a surprise attack against the Ammonites.
And he slaughtered them all morning. The Ammonite army was badly scattered. In fact, no
two of them were left together.”
4. Saul had victory over the Ammonites because the Spirit of God came upon him. What do these
verses say about God’s Spirit?
Zechariah 4:6 “So he said to me, ‘This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: “Not by might
nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the Lord Almighty’” (NIV).
Philippians 4:13 “I can do everything God asks me to with the help of Christ. He gives me
strength and power.”
5. PERSONAL: Do you ever have times when you need God’s help to do something? Have you
ever asked Him to give you His strength and power through His Holy Spirit to help you? Before
you can have His Spirit live in you, you need to ask God’s forgiveness for your sins and then
invite Jesus to come live in you so that you can have the Holy Spirit’s help and power every
time you feel weak.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 12, verses 1 - 13.
1. CHALLENGE: From what Samuel says about himself in verses 1-3, do you think he was an
honest man and that he judged Israel fairly? Why? Yes. He lived his life so that all could see
and judge him. He kept his word and gave them a king. He didn’t steal from them or even take
a bribe. Even though his sons were not as upright as Samuel, his word could be trusted.
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2. God always sends help when He is asked. But Israel wanted to be like the pagan nations around
them. They wanted to look like them, act like them, worship like them, and be governed like they
were governed. The message they sent to God was that His ways were not what they wanted.
They only wanted His help on their terms. Are there times when you turn away from what you
know God would have you do and do what you want to do instead? Have you ever wanted
something so much, but when you got it you were disappointed because it didn’t live up to what
the advertisements said about it? God knows what is best for His chosen people. He has a plan
for each one of us. Even you. You could choose God’s plan or make up one of your own. But
before you choose your own ways, what does Jeremiah 29:11 say that would help you with your
choice? “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ says the Lord. ‘They are plans for good and not
for evil. I want to give you a future and a hope.’”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 12, verses 14 - 22.
1. If the Israelites obeyed God, all would go well with them. What does Samuel say will happen if
they disobey Him, again? Verse 15: “But you might rebel against the Lord’s commands. Perhaps
you will refuse to listen to him. If so, then his hand will be heavy upon you. It will be as it was
upon your ancestors.”
2. As a result of unexpected rain, the people understood they had sinned when they asked for a king.
What encouraging words and warning did Samuel give them in verse 20? “‘Don’t be afraid,’
Samuel told them. ‘You have done wrong. But make sure now that you worship the Lord with
all your hearts. Don’t turn your back on him in any way.’”
3. What won’t help these people or us according to verse 21? “Other gods can’t help you.”
4. HARD: What is Samuel’s promise to the people that he won’t sin? Verse 23: “As for me, I will
not sin by forgetting to pray for you. I will keep on teaching you those things which are good
and right.” [Communication is very important to humans. We are encouraged with words as
well as deeds by others. God also likes to hear from us; He wants us to communicate with Him.
Neglecting prayer, whether it be praise and thanksgiving for what He has done, requests, or
confessions, can be an indication of the sinful attitude of self-sufficiency and independence.]
5. What does 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 say about prayer? “Always be joyful. Always keep on
praying. No matter what happens, always be thankful. This is God’s will for you who belong to
Christ Jesus.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 13, verses 1 -22.
1. Who attacked the Philistines, and who took the credit for the victory over them? Verses 3,4:
“Then Jonathan attacked and destroyed the Philistines at Geba. The news spread quickly through
the land of the Philistines. So Saul sounded the call to arms throughout Israel. He told the people
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that he had destroyed the Philistines at Geba. He also warned his men that the Philistines really hated them now! So the whole Israelite army was called out again. They came together at
Gilgal.” [Taking credit for someone else’s achievements indicates pride is ruling your life.]
2. What does Proverbs 16:18 say about pride? “Pride will destroy you. It will make you fall.”
3. The Israelite army became afraid of the large Philistine army. They hid “in caves, thickets, and
among the rocks. They even hid in tombs and wells. Some of them crossed the Jordan River.
They ran to the land of Gad and Gilead. Meanwhile, Saul stayed at Gilgal. All those who were
with him were shaking with fear.” Believers in Jesus Christ don’t need to be afraid. What promise
does He give His followers in John 14:27 concerning the fears they have? “I am leaving you
my peace! And the peace I give isn’t like the peace the world gives. So don’t be troubled or
afraid.”
4. What did Samuel tell Saul in 1 Samuel 10:8? “Then go to Gilgal. Wait there seven days for me.
For I will be coming to sacrifice burnt offerings and peace offerings. I will give you further
orders when I get there.”
5. What did Saul do in 1 Samuel 13:9? “So Saul decided to sacrifice the burnt offering and the
peace offerings himself.” [The trouble with this is that Saul wasn’t willing to obey orders.]
6. What happened because of Saul’s disobedience? Verses 13,14: “‘You fool!’ Samuel exclaimed.
‘You have disobeyed the command of the Lord your God. He was planning to make you and
your descendants kings of Israel for all time. But now your kingly line must end. For the Lord
wants a man who will obey him. And he has found the man he wants. He has already chosen
him as king over his people. For you have not obeyed the Lord’s command.’”
7. The Philistines had ruled over Israel at one time. At that time, they did not allow any Israelite
to learn the art of being a blacksmith. So, the only people with spears were the Philistines. This
would make a war very difficult for the Israelites. But the Israelites should have been trusting
God, just as we must trust God when we are faced with a challenge. God is faithful to help us
when we are in trouble, if we ask Him. What does God tell His people and us in these verses?
[“This parenthetical note explains that the Israelites were at a big disadvantage because they
were not skilled in the manufacture and use of iron; the Philistines had kept them from metallurgy for fear the Israelites would make swords and spears. The Philistines had apparently
learned sophisticated metallurgy from the Hittites or other Anatolian peoples with whom they
had come in contact as part of the Sea People’s migration from the Aegean Sea area to Canaan
around 1200 B.C. Israel had to depend on the Philistines for iron weapons and tools (v. 20). In
wartime such services were not available, so only Saul and … Jonathan had iron weapons (v.
22)” (Walvoord).]
Exodus 14:13,14 “But Moses told the people, ‘Don’t be afraid. Just stand where you are and
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watch. You will see the wonderful way the Lord will rescue you today. The Egyptians you
are looking at— you will never see them again. The Lord will fight for you. You won’t need
to lift a finger!’”
2 Chronicles 20:15b,17 “The Lord says, ‘Don’t be afraid! Don’t be frozen by this mighty army!
For the battle is not yours, but God’s! But you will not need to fight! Take your places. Stand
quietly. And see the great things God will do for you! O people of Judah and Jerusalem, don’t
be afraid! And don’t be discouraged! Go out there tomorrow, for the Lord is with you!’”
8. PERSONAL: Are you trusting the Lord to take care of you when you have any kind of challenge? Or do you think you need His help only with the very hard challenges?
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 8
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 14, verses 1 - 14.
1. The Philistines were very powerful. They had the best weapons for war. In fact, they kept the
Israelites from having or using blacksmiths, the ones who made weapons. So, according to 1
Samuel 13:22, who in the Israelite army had weapons?

2. WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY says an outpost is “a security detachment thrown out by a main
body of troops to protect it from enemy surprise.” What secret thing did Jonathan tell his armor
bearer?

3. CHALLENGE: What did Jonathan say that shows his faith and trust in God’s help and protection?

4. What was the sign Jonathan needed to prove God would help them win this battle?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 14, verses 15 - 30.
1. What did Saul and his 600 men find the Philistine army doing in 1 Samuel 14:20?

2. What other group helped Israel?
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3. What was Saul’s order to his troops in 1 Samuel 14:24?

Lesson 8 Questions, Page 2

4. RISKY: After several hours of riding your bike, skateboard, roller blades, or even shopping for
clothes, you are famished. The first thing you do as you enter your house is look for something
to eat, usually something not very nutritious. Saul forbade his troops to eat until they had won
their fight. How do you think his men felt?

5. Saul’s statement in verse 24 when he ordered his men not to eat food until “I have full revenge
on my enemies,” shows us he was filled with pride. What does Romans 12:3 warn us not to
do?

6. Jonathan didn’t know about Saul’s rule before he ate some honey. He told the men, “See how
much better I feel now that I have eaten this little bit of honey.” Honey is a natural sweetener,
and it tastes good. Sugar also is a quick booster of energy. But there is something better than
honey. What does Psalm 119:103 say this is?

7. Reading God’s Word is food for our souls, just as eating a balanced diet is food for our bodies.
What do these verses say about what we should eat?
Psalm 119:104

Psalm 19:7,8

Read 1 Samuel chapter 14, verse 31 - 47.
1. Saul’s men were so hungry, they didn’t fix their meat according to God’s laws. What do these
verses say about eating the blood of animals?
Genesis 9:4
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Leviticus 3:17

Leviticus 17:11

2. What did Saul finally do for the first time according to 1 Samuel 14:35?

3. After he did this, he wanted to go after the Philistines all night to destroy them. But what did
the priest tell Saul to do instead?

4. Saul was not used to seeking God’s help. He did whatever he wanted and then asked for God’s
blessing. What does Matthew 6:33 say about seeking God first?

5. CHALLENGE: What did Saul’s men stop him from doing?

6. PERSONAL: Do you ever feel God doesn’t hear your prayers, or that He doesn’t answer them
the way you think He should? What do these verses say could be the problem?
Psalm 66:18

James 4:2,3
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK NINE
DISCUSSION — LESSON EIGHT
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: CAR LOT
Set two goal lines and side boundaries. Form into teams of two or three. One
player becomes IT, or the whole team can be IT. Teams decide on what type
of car they want to be. IT is given the names of these cars. IT calls out the
name of a car. Those “cars” try to reach the opposite goal line without being
tagged. Once tagged, they must sit down where they were tagged. They can
then tag others running passed them, but they must remain seated. IT may
call CAR LOT and all “cars” must run and try to reach the opposite goal line,
within the side boundaries, without being tagged. IT changes when all players
are tagged, or when a time limit has been reached.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 8

to end of class

CRAFT: “DO GOOD” PIE

draw “crust” lines

MATERIALS

cinnamon-spice scented pot-pourri
small sized measureing cups or scoops
small 4-1/2” aluminum pie pan for each child
toothpicks
tan construction paper
orange & brown crayons
pencils
scissors
hot glue gun (teacher’s use)

potpourri

glue pie
pan edge
punch
holes with
tooth-pick

Prior to class:
Cut construction paper into 5 inch
squares. Trace around a pie pan to make a circle on each tan square. in the
center of each circle, write the words “Do Good”.
In class:
Instruct the students to cut out the construction-paper circle. With orange or
brown crayons draw short lines around the ege of circle to look like a baked
crust.
Use scoop to fill your pie pan with potpourri. Teacher hot glues tan circle to
top for piecrust. Allow to cool.
Use a toothpick to punch holes in the crust on the lines of the words “Do
Good”
Smell your pretend pie!

Craft adapted from Bible Times Crafts for Kids (Gospel Light 1993). Used by permission.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 8 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 14, verses 1 - 14.
1. The Philistines were very powerful. They had the best weapons for war. In fact, they kept the
Israelites from having or using blacksmiths, the ones who made weapons. So, according to 1
Samuel 13:22, who in the Israelite army had weapons? “So there was not a single sword or
spear in the whole army of Israel that day. Saul and Jonathan were the only ones who had real
weapons.”
2. WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY says an outpost is “a security detachment thrown out by a main
body of troops to protect it from enemy surprise.” What secret thing did Jonathan tell his armor
bearer? Verse 1: “One day Jonathan son of Saul said to the young man bearing his armor, ‘Come,
let’s go over to the Philistine outpost on the other side’” (NIV).
3. CHALLENGE: What did Jonathan say that shows his faith and trust in God’s help and protection? Verse 6: “Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, ‘Come, let’s go over to the outpost of
those uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the
Lord from saving; whether by many or by few.’” [This was not an easy climb. In verse 4 we
are told they had to go between two passes in order to reach the outpost. The Philistines were
on one ridge and the Israelites on another with the Jordan Valley separating them. In order for
Jonathan and his armor bearer to reach the outpost, they had to crawl down and up the steep,
and rocky sides of the Jordan Valley ravines.]
4. What was the sign Jonathan needed to prove God would help them win this battle? Verse 10:
“But they might say, ‘Come on up and fight!’ If so, then we will do just that. For it will be God’s
signal that he will help us beat them!”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 14, verses 15 - 30.
1. What did Saul and his 600 men find the Philistine army doing in 1 Samuel 14:20? “Then Saul
and his 600 men rushed out to the battle. They found the Philistines killing each other! There
was great confusion all around them.”
2. What other group helped Israel? Verses 21,22: “And the Hebrews who had been forced to join
the Philistine army revolted. They joined up with the Israelite army. Finally even the men hiding in the hills joined the battle. For they saw that the Philistines were running away.” [It would
seem the Philistines had captured some Israelites and drafted them into the Philistine army. There
were possibly traitors among this group, as well as some who had refused to fight for fear of
their life; cowards.]
3. What was Saul’s order to his troops in 1 Samuel 14:24? “Saul had declared, ‘A curse upon anyone who eats before evening. No one may eat before I have full revenge on my enemies.’ So
no one ate all day.”
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4. RISKY: After several hours of riding your bike, skateboard, roller blades, or even shopping for
clothes, you are famished. The first thing you do as you enter your house is look for something
to eat, usually something not very nutritious. Saul forbade his troops to eat until they had won
their fight. How do you think his men felt? Tired, hungry, irritable. [Grumpy.]
5. Saul’s statement in verse 24 when he ordered his men not to eat food until “I have full revenge
on my enemies,” shows us he was filled with pride. What does Romans 12:3 warn us not to do?
“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly
than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you” (NIV).
6. Jonathan didn’t know about Saul’s rule before he ate some honey. He told the men, “See how
much better I feel now that I have eaten this little bit of honey.” Honey is a natural sweetener,
and it tastes good. Sugar also is a quick booster of energy. But there is something better than
honey. What does Psalm 119:103 say this is? “How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter
than honey to my mouth!” (NIV)
7. Reading God’s Word is food for our souls, just as eating a balanced diet is food for our bodies.
What do these verses say about what we should eat?
Psalm 119:104 “Only your rules can give me wisdom and understanding. So no wonder I hate
every false teaching.”
Psalm 19:7,8 “God’s laws are perfect. They protect us and make us wise. They give us joy and
light.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 14, verse 31 - 47.
1. Saul’s men were so hungry, they didn’t fix their meat according to God’s laws. What do these
verses say about eating the blood of animals?
Genesis 9:4 “But never eat animals unless their lifeblood has been drained off.”
Leviticus 3:17 “This law shall continue from now on throughout your land. You shall eat neither
fat nor blood.”
Leviticus 17:11 “For the life of the flesh is in the blood. And I have given you the blood to
sprinkle upon the altar as an atonement for your souls. It is the blood that makes atonement
because it is the life.”
2. What did Saul finally do for the first time according to 1 Samuel 14:35? “And Saul built an altar
to the Lord. This was his first.”
Joy of Living 1 Samuel Youth Bible Study • Page 73

Copyright 2007 Joy of Living Bible Studies • Ventura, CA • www.joyofliving.org

Lesson 8 Answers, Page 3

3. After he did this, he wanted to go after the Philistines all night to destroy them. But what did
the priest tell Saul to do instead? Verse 36c: “But the priest said, ‘Let’s ask God first.’”
4. Saul was not used to seeking God’s help. He did whatever he wanted and then asked for God’s
blessing. What does Matthew 6:33 say about seeking God first? “Give him first place in your
life. Live as he wants you to. Then he will give all these things to you as well.”
5. CHALLENGE: What did Saul’s men stop him from doing? Verse 45: “But the troops said,
‘Jonathan saved Israel today! Shall he die? Far from it! We promise by the life of God that not
one hair on his head will be touched. For he has been used by God to do a great miracle today.’
So the people rescued Jonathan.”
6. PERSONAL: Do you ever feel God doesn’t hear your prayers, or that He doesn’t answer them
the way you think He should? What do these verses say could be the problem?
Psalm 66:18 “He would not have listened if I had not confessed my sins.”
James 4:2,3 “You want what you don’t have. So you kill to get it! You long for what others have.
So you start a fight to take it away! Why don’t you have what you want? Because you don’t
ask God for it. When you do ask you don’t get it because your whole aim is wrong. You want
only what will make you happy.”
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 9
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 14, verse 48 through chapter 15, verse 9.
1. What is said about Saul in 1 Samuel 14:48?

2. What are the names of Saul’s children?

3. What did Samuel tell Saul in chapter 15?

4. Who did Saul warn and why?

5. How do you know Saul did not obey God’s command completely?
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Read 1 Samuel chapter 15, verses 10 - 16.
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1. What did the Lord tell Samuel about Saul?

2. When Samuel met up with Saul, what did Saul say to him in 1 Samuel 15:13?

3. RISKY: What do you think Saul was doing when he said, in verse 15: “‘The army took them.
They kept the best of the sheep and oxen,’ Saul admitted. ‘But they are going to sacrifice them
to the Lord your God. We have destroyed everything else’”?

4. But God’s Word says Saul didn’t fully obey God’s command. What does Numbers 32:23 say
happens when we don’t fully obey God’s commands?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 15, verses 17 - 25.
1. PERSONAL: Samuel challenged Saul’s denial of disobedience in verses 20,21. He tried to make
what he did wrong look okay. Have you ever tried to hide something you did wrong? Have you
ever tried to blame others for your sin? Have you ever cleaned your room by putting the dirty
clothes under the bed instead of in the hamper and then said, like Saul, “I did what he told me
to,” knowing you didn’t follow the rules completely? Obeying only part of a rule is as bad as
not obeying at all. What does Psalm 44:21 say that would remind you to obey completely?
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2. Samuel didn’t want to listen to Saul’s excuses for the things he did or for the sacrifice Saul offered. What does Samuel say is a better sacrifice than the one Saul is offering?

3. The outward sign of the sacrifice Saul offered was not what God wanted from him. It is not what
God wants from any of His children. What does God want according to Psalm 51:17?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 15, verses 26 -35.
1. What did Samuel tell Saul in verse 28?

2. HARD: What do you think 1 Samuel 15:29 means? “And he who is the glory of Israel is not
lying! And he will not change his mind, for he is not a man!”

3. What did Samuel have to do to carry out God’s command to Saul?

4. What happened to the relationship between Samuel and Saul?
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK TEN
DISCUSSION — LESSON NINE
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: BLIND MAN’S BLUFF
Chose someone to be IT. Set boundaries. Blindfold IT. Once eyes are covered, IT counts to 5 and then calls STOP. All players stop where they are. IT
tries to touch tag a player by walking with arms outstretched. Players can
duck if IT gets too close, but cannot move from their spot. Players can also
say COLD or HOT, to help IT tag someone. COLD meaning IT is far from a
player; HOT meaning IT is near a player. Time limit can be set so IT doesn’t
become frustrated by being unable to find a player. The first player tagged
becomes the new IT.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 9

to end of class

CRAFT: JAR PAPERWEIGHT

MATERIALS
small clean jar and lid (baby food, mustard, jam, etc.)
tempera paint/brush (optional)
glitter
miniature plastic toys
glue gun
epoxy cement or water-resistant glue
water
Use a clean jar. Test to see that it is leak proof. Paint outside of lid with tempera
paint and allow to dry completely. (OPTIONAL: Paint a scene on outside of
jar.) Use glue gun to secure plastic toy to inside bottom of jar. Add glitter. Fill
jar to 1/4” of rim with water. Put epoxy cement around rim and jar lid. Screw
lid on firmly and allow to dry. Turn lid over and watch “snow” fly!
ADDITIONAL FUN CRAFT IDEAS
MATERIALS: shiny finish paper, straws, tempera paint
BLOTTOS: Fold paper in half. Open it and drop six drops of paint near the
crease. Fold again and rub paint with palm of hand. Repeat this procedure
after each rubbing with three or four different colors of paint.
STRAW PAINTING: Put a few drops of paint on paper. Hold straw close to
paint without actually touching it and blow into straw. Be sure child knows
not to suck up the paint.
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SAMUEL — LESSON 9 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 14, verse 48 through chapter 15, verse 9.
1. What is said about Saul in 1 Samuel 14:48? “He did great deeds. He conquered the Amalekites.
And he saved Israel from all those who had ruled over them.”
2. What are the names of Saul’s children? Verse 49: “Saul had three sons, Jonathan, Ishvi, and
Malchishua. He also had two daughters, Merab and Michal.”
3. What did Samuel tell Saul in chapter 15? Verses 1-3: “One day Samuel said to Saul, ‘I crowned
you king of Israel because God told me to. Now be sure that you obey him. “I have decided to
punish the nation of Amalek. They would not let my people cross their land when Israel came
from Egypt. Now go and destroy the whole Amalek nation. [The NIV translation says: “destroy
everything that belongs to them.”] Destroy their men, women, babies, and little children. Kill all
their oxen, sheep, camels, and donkeys.”’” [This may seem a harsh statement for the loving Father
God that Christians trust. But God is also a God of justice. He executes judgment when His laws
are broken, just as any parent does with a disobedient child. Now, let’s look at the Amalekites
as a street gang, wanting to run the neighborhood in addition to recruiting new members. And
let’s view Saul as the police appointed by God to protect the neighborhood which is the nation
Israel. The object of law enforcement is to rid the community of law breakers so that those who
are law abiding don’t become law breakers through criminal influence. If even one law breaker
remains in the neighborhood, there is the possibility of recruiting more offenders. Therefore, all
lawbreakers need to be put away, or destroyed, even everything they own. “God knew that the
Israelites could never live peacefully in the promised land as long as the Amalekites existed. He
also knew that their corrupt, idolatrous religious practices threatened Israel’s relationship with
him. The only way to protect the Israelites’ bodies and souls was to utterly destroy the people
of this warlike nation and all their possessions, including their idols” (LAB notes). The account
of the Amalekites’ battle with Israel is recorded in Exodus 17:8-16.]
4. Who did Saul warn and why? Verse 6: “Saul sent a message to the Kenites. He told them to get
out from among the Amalekites. If they didn’t come out, they would die with them. ‘For you
were kind to the people of Israel when they came out of the land of Egypt,’ he explained. So
the Kenites packed up and left.” [Moses’ father-in-law Jethro was a Kenite; Exodus 18:9-12,
Judges 1:16.]
5. How do you know Saul did not obey God’s command completely? Verse 9: “But Saul and his
men kept the best of the sheep and oxen. They also kept the fattest of the lambs. In fact, they
took all that they wanted. They destroyed only what was worthless or of poor quality.” [Many
of the items that should have been destroyed were idols made of gold and jewels and were valuable.]
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Read 1 Samuel chapter 15, verses 10 - 16.
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1. What did the Lord tell Samuel about Saul? Verse 11: “I am sorry that I ever made Saul king.
For again he has refused to obey me.”
2. When Samuel met up with Saul, what did Saul say to him in 1 Samuel 15:13? “When Samuel
found him, Saul greeted him happily. ‘The Lord bless you!’ he said. ‘I have carried out all the
Lord’s commands!’”
3. RISKY: What do you think Saul was doing when he said, in verse 15: “‘The army took them.
They kept the best of the sheep and oxen,’ Saul admitted. ‘But they are going to sacrifice them
to the Lord your God. We have destroyed everything else’”? He was trying to cover up what
he had done by blaming others and offering the animals as sacrifice. [This is not what God had
said he should do.]
4. But God’s Word says Saul didn’t fully obey God’s command. What does Numbers 32:23 say
happens when we don’t fully obey God’s commands? “But you might not do as you have said.
If you do not, then you will have sinned against the Lord. And you may be sure that your sin
will catch up with you.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 15, verses 17 - 25.
1. PERSONAL: Samuel challenged Saul’s denial of disobedience in verses 20,21. He tried to make
what he did wrong look okay. Have you ever tried to hide something you did wrong? Have you
ever tried to blame others for your sin? Have you ever cleaned your room by putting the dirty
clothes under the bed instead of in the hamper and then said, like Saul, “I did what he told me
to,” knowing you didn’t follow the rules completely? Obeying only part of a rule is as bad as
not obeying at all. What does Psalm 44:21 say that would remind you obey completely? “But
if so, would God not know it? Yes, he knows the secrets of every heart.”
2. Samuel didn’t want to listen to Saul’s excuses for the things he did or for the sacrifice Saul offered. What does Samuel say is a better sacrifice than the one Saul was offering? Verses 22,23:
“Samuel replied, ‘What pleases the Lord the most? Does he want your burnt offerings and sacrifices? Or does he want your obedience? It is much better to obey the Lord than to give him an
offering. It is much better to listen to him than to offer him something. Refusing to obey is as
bad as the sin of witchcraft. Being stubborn is as bad as worshiping idols. You have not obeyed
the word of the Lord. Because of this, he has rejected you from being king.’” [Rebellion against
God is a sign that the person doesn’t want or need God’s help, love, and forgiveness. It is rejecting God and making oneself a god. As long as someone is in rebellion against God, the door of
opportunity to ask forgiveness remains tightly sealed.]
3. The outward sign of the sacrifice Saul offered was not what God wanted from him. It is not what
God wants from any of His children. What does God want according to Psalm 51:17? “It is a
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broken spirit you want. You want me to be sorry for my sin. A broken heart, O God, you will
not ignore.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 15, verses 26 -35.
1. What did Samuel tell Saul in verse 28? “And Samuel said to him, ‘See? The Lord has torn the
kingdom of Israel from you today. He has given it to a man who is better than you are.” [This is
important information when studying Saul’s treatment of David in future chapters of 1 Samuel.
Saul reigned for about 15 more years before David took the throne.]
2. HARD: What do you think 1 Samuel 15:29 means? “And he who is the glory of Israel is not lying! And he will not change his mind, for he is not a man!” God does not lie or change His mind
like a man does. [When God appointed Saul king, he was humble; in fact he was somewhat timid
and possibly fearful at the awesome responsibility (1 Samuel 10:22). Then Saul became arrogant,
not fulfilling the Lord’s commands completely as evidenced in 1 Samuel 13:14; 15:19.]
3. What did Samuel have to do to carry out God’s command to Saul? Verse 33: “But Samuel said,
‘As your sword has made women childless, so will your mother be childless among women.’
And Samuel put Agag to death before the Lord at Gilgal.”
4. What happened to the relationship between Samuel and Saul? Verse 35a: “Until the day Samuel
died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel mourned for him.”
J. Vernon McGee states: “When the Bible says that God repented, it means that His actions look
as though He changed His mind. He has not. God said all along that if Saul did not make good,
He would remove him. Saul sinned, and so God removed him from his position as king.”
John F. Walvoord says, “Though God had permitted Saul to reign in response to the demand of
the people, that very concession now grieved the heart of the Lord.”

Joy of Living 1 Samuel Youth Bible Study • Page 81

Copyright 2007 Joy of Living Bible Studies • Ventura, CA • www.joyofliving.org

1 SAMUEL — LESSON 10
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 16, verses 1 - 13.
1. What did the Lord tell Samuel about Saul and what was Samuel to do?

2. After seven of Jesse’s sons had met Samuel, which son did God chose through Samuel?

3. What did God say about David in Acts 13:22?

4. According to John 14:15, how can you be a person after God’s own heart?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 16, verses 14 - 23.
1. What sad thing happened to Saul?

2. What did Saul’s servants suggest to him when this evil spirit came over him?
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3. What does John 14:16,17a say about God’s Holy Spirit for believers today?

4. Who did God send to play the harp for Saul?

5. How did Saul feel about him?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 17, verses 1 - 19.
1. Goliath was a big man, nine feet tall! His armor must have weighed around 300 pounds. Would
you have wanted to go out to meet him in battle? What was his suggestion to the Israelites in
verses 8-10?

2. How many days did he do this and were there any takers?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 17, verses 20 - 37.
1. Jesse sent David to the front lines to see how his brothers were doing. What did he see the Israelite army doing after Goliath again shouted his challenge, according to verse 24?

2. What do these verses say about fear?
Isaiah 41:10
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2 Timothy 1:7

3. David’s oldest brother was not happy with David’s being on the battlefield. He made fun of
David, probably thinking he would go home crying. What happened instead?

4. How could David be so sure he would win the battle? See verse 37 for your answer.

5. Sometimes God asks us to do things that seem impossible. We don’t understand how we can do
what He asks. What does Proverbs 3:5 say we should do?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 17, verses 38 - 58.
1. RISKY: What was wrong with the armor Saul gave David and what did he do about it?

2. CHALLENGE: What were the weapons David used?
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3. Read Judges 7:15-18. Who else fought the Lord’s enemies without armor or sword? And what
did he use?

4. Christians are at war against evil today. There may be someone in your life who is being very
unkind to you. Or there may be someone tempting you to do evil. Or you may be having sinful
thoughts because of something you’ve seen on TV, in the movies, a game you’ve played, or
even something on the computer. What do these verses say about the evil in the world and how
we are to fight it?
Zechariah 4:6

2 Corinthians 10:3,4

Ephesians 6:10-18
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK ELEVEN
DISCUSSION — LESSON TEN
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: ‘HONEST AS AN ANSWER’ BRAIN TEASER
This is a jury trial. The class is the jury, those on trial are no less than three
players of the class. The leader is the judge. The defendants leave the classroom for a short period of time as the judge explains the rules to the jury.
One defendant at a time, the defendants return to the classroom. Before each
question, the judge says, “I am an honest judge and I want ‘honest’ as an answer.” The jury then asks the defendant five or more questions. The number
of questions is determined by the leader. The defendant needs to answer the
question as correctly as possible. For each question not answered with ‘honest’, the defendant is given an article of someone else’s clothing to wear. A
vest, coat, sock (can be fit over the shoe, or on the hand), belt, ring, hat, or
something the class chooses, like a paper plate or paper towel over the head.
The defendant is not told if he has answered the question correctly, because
the object is to answer with “honest.” If the question is not answered with
“honest,” the defendant is sent from the room and another defendant is sent
in. When all have had a chance to answer, they return to the classroom. The
judge once again says, “I am an honest judge and I want ‘honest’ as an answer.”
Each defendant is given a chance to answer; if they cannot, they are then told
what is the correct answer. The questions can range from Bible questions to
sports, and should be adjusted to fit the size of the class and age level. An
award should be given if someone guesses the correct answer. This should be
a fun time, but not a time of ridicule.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 10

to end of class

CRAFT: TWO SALTY PROJECTS

MATERIALS
3 cups salt
1 cup cornstarch
2 cups tempera paints
pie tins or bowls
paint brushes

1 cup flour
3 1/4 cups water
paper clips
white paper
cardboard
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SALTY PICTURE: Mix 1 cup salt, 1 cup flour, 2 cups water and pour into four
pie tins. Add 1/2 cup of tempera paint to each tin. Paint a picture on white paper.
SALTY INITIAL OR NAME: Stir 2 cups salt, 1 cup cornstarch, 1 1/4 cups
cold water in a saucepan and heat until very thick. (If you don’t have a stove
close to your classroom, you may need to prepare this just before you begin the
project.) This is the dough for shaping letters. Let dough cool for a short time.
Mix dough with fingers until smooth. Allow each child to form his initial or
name from the dough. Press a paper clip into the back of the letter for a hook.
Place dough on cardboard and allow to dry and harden. Use the cardboard to
carry initial home. Then hang.
You may need to increase the ingredients for each recipe in order to accommodate class size and if a child writes his full name instead of just his initial.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 10 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 16, verses 1 - 13.
1. What did the Lord tell Samuel about Saul and what was Samuel to do? Verse 1: “Finally the
Lord said to Samuel, ‘ You have mourned long enough for Saul. I have rejected him as king
of Israel. Now take a bottle of olive oil. Go to Bethlehem and find a man named Jesse. I have
chosen one of his sons to be the new king.”
2. After seven of Jesse’s sons had met Samuel, which son did God chose through Samuel? Verse
13: “So David stood there among his brothers. And Samuel took the olive oil he had brought.
He poured it on David’s head. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him. And the Lord gave
him great power from that day onward. Then Samuel went back to Ramah.” [Saul had been the
people’s choice for king. David was God’s choice and now His plans for David were set in motion. A “ruddy complexion” denoted red hair and face, a rarity in a country of dark skin and hair.
Also, it could mean David had a bit of a temper. The anointing with oil was a coronation rite.
David’s brothers watched this anointing, which later may have given reason for jealousy.]
3. What did God say about David in Acts 13:22? “But God removed him from the throne. And
he made David the king in his place. God said, ‘David, the son of Jesse, is a man after my own
heart. For he will obey me.’”
4. According to John 14:15, how can you be a person after God’s own heart? “If you love me, you
will obey what I command” (NIV).

Read 1 Samuel chapter 16, verses 14 - 23.
1. What sad thing happened to Saul? “But the Spirit of the Lord had left Saul. And instead,
the Lord sent a tormenting spirit. I filled Saul with sadness and fear.” [This spirit may have
been the result of Saul’s disobedience. It may have been a depression he felt with the loss of
his relationship with the Lord. The Lord may have allowed Satan control over Saul, since Saul
was not willing to obey the Lord. There is no set answer to why or what this spirit was. The fact
remains, Saul no longer had God’s Holy Spirit upon him.]
2. What did Saul’s servants suggest to him when this evil spirit came over him? Verse 16: “Let
our lord command his servants here to search for someone who can play the harp. He will play
when the evil spirit from God comes upon you, and you will feel better.”
3. What does John 14:16,17a say about God’s Holy Spirit for believers today? “And I [Jesus] will
ask the Father and he will give you another Comforter. He will never leave you. He is the Holy
Spirit, the Spirit who leads into all truth.”
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4. Who did God send to play the harp for Saul? David.

Lesson 10 Answers, Page 2

5. How did Saul feel about him? Verse 21: “From the instant he saw David, Saul admired and
loved him. And David became his bodyguard.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 17, verses 1 - 19.
1. Goliath was a big man, nine feet tall! His armor must have weighed about 300 pounds. Would
you have wanted to go out to meet him in battle? What was his suggestion to the Israelites in
verses 8-10? “He stood and shouted across to the Israelites. ‘Do you need a whole army to settle
this?’ he yelled. ‘I will fight for the Philistines. You choose someone to fight for you. Then we
will settle this in single combat! If your man kills me, then we will be your slaves. But if I kill
him, then you must be our slaves! I defy the armies of Israel! Send me a man who will fight
with me!’”
2. How many days did he do this and were there any takers? Verse 16: “For 40 days, twice a day,
morning and evening, the Philistine giant strutted before the armies of Israel.” There were no
takers.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 17, verses 20 - 37.
1. Jesse sent David to the front lines to see how his brothers were doing. What did he see the Israelite army doing after Goliath again shouted his challenge, according to verse 24? “As soon as
they saw him, the Israelite army began to run away in fear.”
2. What do these verses say about fear?
Isaiah 41:10 “Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you. I will help you. I will uphold you with my strong right hand.”
2 Timothy 1:7 “The Holy spirit doesn’t want you to be afraid of people. He wants you to be wise
and strong, and to love them.”
3. David’s oldest brother was not happy David was on the battlefield. He made fun of David, probably thinking he would go home crying. What happened instead? David didn’t fight back. He
was ready to fight Goliath.
4. What did David tell Saul in verse 37? “The Lord has saved me from the claws and teeth of the
lion and the bear. And he also will save me from this Philistine!’”
5. Sometimes God asks us to do things that seem impossible. We don’t understand how we can do
what He asks. What does Proverbs 3:5 say we should do? “Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding.”
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Read 1 Samuel chapter 17, verses 38 - 58.
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1. RISKY: What was wrong with the armor Saul gave David and what did he do about it? It was
too big. Verse 39: “David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because
he was not used to them. ‘I cannot go in these,’ he said to Saul, ‘because I am not used to them.’
So he took them off” (NIV).
2. CHALLENGE: What were the weapons David used? Verses 40,45: “Then he picked up five
smooth stones from a stream. He put them in his shepherd’s bag. And armed only with his staff
and sling, he went out to meet Goliath. David shouted in reply, ‘You come to me with a sword
and spear. But I come to you in the name of the Lord of the armies of heaven and of Israel. I
come in the name of the God whom you have defied.’” [Some scholars believe David took the
five stones in case he missed with the first shot; he’d have some in reserve. Others believe that
Goliath’s four sons (2 Samuel 21:22), would avenge their father’s death, and David wanted to
be ready.]
3. Read Judges 7:15-18. Who else fought the Lord’s enemies without armor or sword? And what
did he use? “Gideon heard the dream and what it meant. And all he could do was just stand there
and worship God! Then he went back to his men. He shouted, ‘Get up! For the Lord is going
to use you to conquer all the armies of Midian!’ He divided the 300 men into three groups. He
gave each man a trumpet and a clay jar with a torch in it. Then he told them his plan. ‘We
will get to the outer posts of the camp,’ he told them. ‘When we get there, just do as I do. I and
the men in my group will blow our trumpets. As soon as we do, blow yours too. Blow them on
all sides of the camp. Then shout, “We fight for God and for Gideon!”’”
4. Christians are at war against evil today. There may be someone in your life who is being very
unkind to you. Or there may be someone tempting you to do evil. Or you may be having sinful
thoughts because of something you’ve seen on TV, in the movies, a game you’ve played, or
even something on the computer. What do these verses say about the evil in the world and how
we are to fight it?
Zechariah 4:6 “So he said to me, ‘This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: “Not by might,
nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the Lord Almighty’” (NIV).
2 Corinthians 10:3,4 “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.
The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have
divine power to demolish stronghold” (NIV).
Ephesians 6:10-18 “Last of all, let your strength come from the Lord’s power within you. Put
on all of God’s armor. Then you will be safe from Satan’s attacks. We are not fighting against
people made of flesh and blood. We are fighting against persons without bodies. They are
the evil rulers of the unseen world. They are the satanic beings and evil princes of darkness
who rule this world. They are the huge numbers of wicked spirits in the spirit world. So use
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every piece of God’s armor to fight the enemy whenever he attacks. Then when it is all over,
you will still be standing up. You will need to wear the strong belt of truth. And put on the
breastplate of righteousness, too. Wear shoes that are the Good News of peace with God.
In every battle you will need faith as your shield. It will stop the fiery arrows aimed at you
by Satan. And you will need the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit. The Spirit
is the Word of God. Pray all the time. Ask God for anything in line with the Holy Spirit’s
wishes. Beg with him, reminding him of your needs. Pray for all Christians everywhere.”
Charles Stanley has described the armor of God in this way:
“The helmet of salvation protects our minds, Satan’s primary target. As we put on the helmet
of salvation and ask the Lord to make His thoughts our thoughts, we respond with the mind
of Christ to the enemy’s attacks. [It needs to be received.]
“The breastplate of righteousness protects our emotions and helps us counter the temptations
of Satan with the truth of God. Our feelings constantly change. By asking God to substitute
His truth for our feelings, we see things from His infinite viewpoint. We realize who we are
in Christ and the power we have in His name over the shifting tides of emotion and circumstance.
“The girdle of truth protects us from Satan’s deception. The only place to find truth is in
God’s word. Ask God to work His truth into your heart by meditating on and memorizing
His Word. Truth equips the saint of God for the spiritual battle.
“The sandals of peace enables us to become peacemakers for God. The Bible says: ‘Blessed
are the peacemakers for they shall be called sons of God’ (Matthew 5:9). Ask God to help
you recognize the value of receiving and extending peace by faith daily. As ambassadors for
Christ, we share His message of reconciliation through faith in Jesus Christ. A peacemaker
resolves conflicts, not creates them.
“The shield of faith covers us from the fiery attacks of the enemy. The shield Paul described
completely covered the warrior. No matter how ferocious the attack, the shield of faith provides safe cover for the child of God. The shield of faith defuses two of Satan’s most deadly
weapons—unbelief and doubt.
“The sword of the Spirit is the Word of God. It is the only weapon that can be used offensively and defensively” (In Touch Magazine, May 1991, copyright 1991 In Touch Ministries
Inc.).
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 11
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 18, verses 1 - 9.
1. What happened when Jonathan, heir to Saul’s throne, met David?

2. David didn’t have the type of clothes that someone living in a palace and being in the king’s
service should have. What did Jonathan do to show he loved David more than he cared about
his fine clothes?

3. PERSONAL: Have you ever given up something that was very important to you because your
best friend needed it? What was it?

4. What did Jesus say about love in John 15:13?

5. How did David do the jobs Saul gave him?

6. What happened to make Saul jealous of David?
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7. What had Samuel told Saul in 1 Samuel 15:26 that Saul may have remembered?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 18, verses 10 - 19.
1. What did Saul do that showed he wasn’t pleased to have David near him and what did David
do?

2. Why did David succeed in everything he did?

3. David wasn’t mean to Saul, even though Saul was mean to him. What does Romans 12:17 say
is the way Christians are to treat people who are mean to them?

4. What does Romans 12:14 say is the way Christians obey what Romans 12:17 says to do?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 18, verses 20 - 30.
1. In 1 Samuel 17:25 Saul promised a daughter to the man who killed Goliath. David did that, but
he didn’t get his wife. Now Saul is willing to give his youngest daughter to David if he would
kill some Philistines. What was the real reason Saul wanted David to fight the Philistines?

2. How many Philistines did David and his men kill?
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Read 1 Samuel chapter 19, verses 1 - 10.

Lesson 11 Questions, Page 3

1. What did Saul tell Jonathan and his men?

2. What did Jonathan do when he heard his father’s orders?

3. Jonathan pleaded with his father not to harm David. Jonathan reminded Saul of all the kind and
good things David did. What did Saul promise in 1 Samuel 19:6?

4. Jonathan was a good friend to David. He defended David. Friends look out for each other. Friends
help each other out. Sometimes, friends have to stick up for each other. What does Proverbs
31:8,9 say you should do if your friend needs help?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 19, verses 11 - 24.
1. What did Saul do after his attempt to nail David with the spear failed?

2. Tell in your own words, what did David’s wife do to help him?

3. Where did David go after he left his house?

4. How did God stop Saul from chasing David? See verse 23 for your answer.

Joy of Living 1 Samuel Youth Bible Study • Page 94

Copyright 2007 Joy of Living Bible Studies • Ventura, CA • www.joyofliving.org

1 SAMUEL — WEEK TWELVE
DISCUSSION — LESSON ELEVEN
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: RAG TOSS
(Variation of “Hot Potato”.) Tie a piece of material, rag or sock, into a tight
knot (or whatever type of object for passing is available). Players are seated
in a circle with “IT” in the center. IT takes the object and tosses it to a player
in the circle at the same time calling out a category (cars, animals, presidents,
books of the Bible, Bible characters, etc.). As soon as IT tosses the object, IT
counts to ten rapidly. If IT reaches ten before the player names an example of
that category (Chevrolet, Bulldog, Lincoln, Genesis, Jesus, etc.), he becomes IT
and changes places with the current IT. If the player names an example before
IT reaches ten, IT remains IT and play continues. Remember, the category is
a common noun, while the example is a proper noun.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 11

to end of class

CRAFT: COILS AND SUN CATCHERS

MATERIALS
paper plates, 2 per child
scissors
colored markers
button glitter
glue/paste

sharp pencil
white tissue paper
string

SUN CATCHER: On the underside of a paper plate, draw a geometric design
(not too small). SUGGESTION: heart, diamond, circle, square, triangle, etc.,
and cut out. Cut an inside paper plate size circle from tissue paper, color tissue paper with colored markers before gluing it around cut outs on underside
plate (this will help cover drawing errors). Punch a hole in center top of paper
plate; thread a length of string through hole for hanging. Hang sun catcher in
a window, with inside facing room.
COILS: Use a pencil to punch a hole in the center of a paper plate. Draw a
design on the underside of plate that goes from the center hole to the edge of
the plate. Glue on glitter. Cut the plate in a spiral, beginning from an edge and
stopping just short of the center hole. Tie the button to the end of the string.
Push the string through the hole so that the button is on the inside of the plate.
Hang by string to form the coil.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 11 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 18, verses 1 - 9.
1. What happened when Jonathan, heir to Saul’s throne, met David? Verse 1: “After David had
finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as
himself” (NIV). [Some scholars believe that during the time David played the harp for Saul, he
would return home to tend his father’s sheep. Some also believe that the time between being a
musician and his battle with Goliath had been several years and his appearance had changed,
that is why Saul did not recognize him when he fought Goliath. Others believe when Saul asked
“whose son are you?” in 1 Samuel 17:58, Saul was inquiring about his ancestry. Now, it seems
Jonathan meets David for the first time, even though David has been to the palace many times
in the past.]
2. David didn’t have the type of clothes that someone living in a palace and being in the king’s
service should have. What did Jonathan do to show he loved David more than he cared about
his fine clothes? Verse 4: “He sealed his promise by giving him his robe, sword, bow, and belt.
King Saul now kept David with him. He wouldn’t let him go back home any more.”
3. PERSONAL: Have you ever given up something that was very important to you because your
best friend needed it? What was it?
4. What did Jesus say about love in John 15:13? “And here is how to measure it. The greatest love
is shown when a person lays down his life for his friends.”
5. How did David do the jobs Saul gave him? Verse 5: “He was Saul’s special helper. David always
succeeded in doing all that he was told to do. So Saul made him a commander of his troops.
This pleased the army and general public alike.”
6. What happened to make Saul jealous of David? Verse 8: “Of course, Saul was very angry. ‘What’s
this?’ he said to himself. ‘They credit David with ten thousands and me with only thousands.
Next they’ll be making him their king!’” [David also killed Goliath.]
7. What had Samuel told Saul in 1 Samuel 15:26 that Saul may have remembered? “But Samuel
replied, ‘It’s no use! You have not obeyed the command of the Lord. Because of this he [God]
has rejected you from being the king of Israel.’”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 18, verses 10 - 19.
1. What did Saul do that showed he wasn’t pleased to have David near him and what did David
do? Verses 10,11: The very next day the tormenting spirit from God came upon Saul. And he
began to rave like a madman. David began to soothe him by playing the harp. David played his
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harp whenever this happened. Saul had a spear in his hand at the time. Suddenly he threw it
at David. But David jumped aside and got away. This happened another time, too.’”

2. Why did David succeed in everything he did? Verse 14: “David continued to succeed in all that
he did. For the Lord was with him.
3. David wasn’t mean to Saul, even though Saul was mean to him. What does Romans 12:17 say
is the way Christians are to treat people who are mean to them? “Never pay back evil for evil.
Do things in a way that everyone can see you are honest.”
4. What does Romans 12:14 say is the way Christians obey what Romans 12:17 says to do? “Ask
the Lord Jesus Christ to help you live as you should. Don’t make plans to enjoy evil.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 18, verses 20 - 30.
1. In 1 Samuel 17:25 Saul promised a daughter to the man who killed Goliath. David did that, but
he didn’t get his wife. Now Saul is willing to give his youngest daughter to David if he would
kill some Philistines. What was the real reason Saul wanted David to fight the Philistines? Verse
25: “So Saul told them, ‘Tell David that the only dowry I need is 100 dead Philistines! I just
want to get back at my enemies.’ But Saul hoped that David would be killed in the fight.”
2. How many Philistines did David and his men kill? 200.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 19, verses 1 - 10.
1. What did Saul tell Jonathan and his men? Verse 1: “Saul now urged his aides and his son Jonathan to kill David. But Jonathan was a close friend of David’s.”
2. What did Jonathan do when he heard his father’s orders? Verses 2,3: “So he told David what his
father was planning. ‘Tomorrow morning,’ he warned him, ‘you must find a hiding place out in
the fields. I’ll ask my father to go out there with me. I’ll talk to him about you. Then I’ll tell you
everything I can find out.’” [The only time that would seem appropriate for a child to disobey
a parent is when the parent tells the child to break one of God’s laws. Here it was murder. An
adult child is to honor and respect his parent, and Jonathan was an adult child at this time.]
3. Jonathan pleaded with his father not to harm David. Jonathan reminded Saul of all the kind and
good things David did. What did Saul promise in 1 Samuel 19:6? “Finally Saul agreed. He
promised, ‘As the Lord lives, he shall not be killed.’”
4. Jonathan was a good friend to David. He defended David. Friends look out for each other. Friends
help each other out. Sometimes, friends have to stick up for each other. What does Proverbs
31:8,9 say you should do if your friend needs help? “You should defend those who cannot help
themselves. Yes, speak up for the poor and helpless. See to it that they get justice.”
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Read 1 Samuel chapter 19, verses 11 - 24.
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1. What did Saul do after his attempt to nail David with the spear failed? Verse 11: “Saul sent
troops to watch David’s house. They were to kill him when he came out in the morning.”
2. Tell in your own words, what did David’s wife do to help him? Verses 12-16: “So she helped
him get down to the ground through a window. Then she took an idol and put it in his bed. She
covered it with blankets. And she put its head on a pillow of goat’s hair. The soldiers came to
catch David and take him to Saul. But when they got there, Michal told them he was sick. She
told them he couldn’t get out of bed. Saul told them to bring him in his bed. Then he would
kill him. So they came to carry him out. But they found that it was only an idol!” [No reason
has been found as to why David would have an idol in his home, let alone one as large as this
one.]
3. Where did David go after he left his house? Verse 18: “In that way David got away. He went to
Ramah to see Samuel. He told him all that Saul had done to him. So Samuel took David with
him to live at Naioth.”
4. How did God stop Saul from chasing David? See verse 23 for your answer. “But on the way
to Naioth the Spirit of God came upon Saul. He too began to prophesy!” [No one knows just
what he prophesied, but he and his men fell in a trance-like state and became immobilized. Thus,
they were unable to carry out their evil plans.]
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 12
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 20, verses 1 - 10.
1. Jonathan couldn’t believe that Saul wanted to kill David. What did Jonathan say to David about
Saul in 1 Samuel 20:2?
2. How did David try to explain Saul’s secret to Jonathan?

3. David was in trouble, but Jonathan was the kind of friend who stuck around when in times
of trouble. He was David’s trusted friend. What does Proverbs 17:17 say about this kind of
friend?
4. Everyone needs friends. But we must be careful whom we choose as friends. What does 1 Corinthians 15:33 say about people we should not keep as friends?

5. PERSONAL: If you are lonely, and would like to have a close friend, ask God to bring someone to you who needs a true friend, and then you become that loyal friend. Being a true and
loyal friend requires love. 1 Corinthians 13 is called the love chapter of the Bible. Instead of
the word “LOVE” in verses 4-6 put the words “a friend.” Can you put your name in place of “a
friend”?
[(LOVE) stands for another word.] “LOVE is very patient and kind. (LOVE) Is never jealous
or envious. (LOVE) never boasts or is proud. (LOVE) is never haughty [snobbish] or selfish or
rude. LOVE does not demand its own way. (LOVE) is not angry. (LOVE) does not hold grudges.
(LOVE) will hardly notice when others do it wrong. (LOVE) is never glad about things that are
wrong. (LOVE) is happy when truth wins out.”
In verse 7, put your name in the place of “YOU.” “If YOU love someone, YOU will be loyal
to him no matter what the cost. YOU will always believe in him. YOU will always expect the
best of him. YOU will always stand your ground and defend him.”
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Read 1 Samuel chapter 20, verses 11 - 23.
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1. RISKY: What does 1 Samuel 20:13 say Jonathan was willing to do for David?

2. What does John 15:13 say about this kind of friend?

3. For this kind of promise from Jonathan, what did he ask David to promise?

4. Tell in your own words what was the plan Jonathan and David cooked up?

5. Who heard this conversation?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 20, verses 24 - 42.
1. What did Saul say when Jonathan told him David had returned home to be with his family?

2. RISKY: Which plan did Jonathan use?

3. What does 1 Samuel 20:41 say that tells you how Jonathan and David felt about what they
needed to do?
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This lesson was about the friendship between Jonathan and David. The custom of that
day was the son of the king would be the next king. Jonathan should have been the next king,
but he guessed that would never happen. But he wasn’t jealous of David, and he didn’t hate
David. He helped David stay alive. He was a loyal friend.
4. What do these verse say about a true friend?
Proverbs 18:24

James 2:8

1 John 4:7

5. The following verses tell what a friend does not do. Underline those words that will hurt a
friendship.
Proverbs 16:28 “An evil person plants trouble. Gossip pulls the best friends apart.”
Proverbs 17:9 “Love forgets mistakes. Nagging about them parts the best of friends.”
James 2:2-4 “Now suppose a man comes dressed in fine clothes and gold rings. At the same
time another man comes in who is poor and dressed in rags. Then you fuss over the rich man.
You give him the best seat in the house. But you say to the poor man, ‘Stand over there.’ Or
you say, ‘Sit on the floor.’ You judge those men by their wealth. This shows that you judge
for evil reasons.”
6. Sometimes being a friend is not easy. According to Philippians 2:13, where do you get the help
you need to be the kind of friend God wants you to be?
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK THIRTEEN
DISCUSSION — LESSON TWELVE
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: TRADE PLACES
Choose IT to stand in front of the playing group. Remaining players sit on the
floor with their legs crossed. The leader calls the name of two players who, as
soon as their names are called, exchange places. IT tries to tag one of the two
players before he is sitting in the other player’s place. If IT is successful, the
tagged player becomes it and game resumes. If no one is tagged, play resumes
with the same IT until another player is tagged.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 12

to end of class

CRAFT: TIN CAN LANTERN

MATERIALS
tin can, any size
hammer/palm size rock
1” screw with matching nut
label or paper pattern

nail
markers
candle stub or votive

Be sure can is clean and label is off. Fill cans with water and freeze at least
14 hours. (Ice will remain in cans during class.) Using the inside of the label,
or create your own with white paper, wrap label around outside of can; hold
in place with rubber bands at the top and bottom of the cans. Draw a simple
design, stars, moon, tree, sun, etc. with marker on paper or label which is
wrapped around outside of can. The open end of the can is the top.
Place can on a towel; punch out design with rock/hammer and nail. (The holes
are just large enough to allow a “design” of light to shine through when the
candle is lit). Hammer the screw through the center bottom of the can, so that
the screw sticks up through the inside. For a handle, punch holes on either
side of the top of the can.
When ice melts enough, remove it. Secure the center bottom screw with the
nut. Carefully push the candle down over the screw with a firm rotating motion.
Twist picture wire through the handle holes, leaving a loop for hanging.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 12 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 20, verses 1 - 10.
1. Jonathan couldn’t believe that Saul wanted to kill David. What did Jonathan say to David about
Saul in 1 Samuel 20:2? “‘That’s not true!’ Jonathan protested. ‘I’m sure he’s not planning any
such thing. He always tells me everything he’s going to do. He even tells me the little things. I
know he wouldn’t hide something like this from me. It just isn’t so.’”
2. How did David try to explain Saul’s secret to Jonathan? Verse 3: “’Of course you don’t know
about it!’ David fumed. ‘Your father knows about our friendship. So he has said to himself, “I’ll
not tell Jonathan. Why should I hurt him?” But the truth is, I am only a step away from death!
I swear it by the Lord and by your own soul!’”
3. David was in trouble , but Jonathan was the kind of friend who stuck around when in times of
trouble. He was David’s trusted friend. What does Proverbs 17:17 say about this kind of friend?
“A true friend is always loyal. And a brother is born to help in time of need.”
4. Everyone needs friends. But we must be careful whom we choose as friends. What does 1 Corinthians 15:33 say about people we should not keep as friends? “Do not be misled: ‘Bad company
corrupts good character’” (NIV).
5. PERSONAL: If you are lonely, and would like to have a close friend, ask God to bring someone to you who needs a true friend, and then you become that loyal friend. Being a true and
loyal friend requires love. 1 Corinthians 13 is called the love chapter of the Bible. Instead of
the word “LOVE” in verses 4-6 put the words “a friend.” Can you put your name in place of “a
friend”?
[(LOVE) stands for another word.] “LOVE is very patient and kind. (LOVE) Is never jealous
or envious. (LOVE) never boasts or is proud. (LOVE) is never haughty [snobbish] or selfish or
rude. LOVE does not demand its own way. (LOVE) is not angry. (LOVE) does not hold grudges.
(LOVE) will hardly notice when others do it wrong. (LOVE) is never glad about things that are
wrong. (LOVE) is happy when truth wins out.”
In verse 7, put your name in the place of “YOU.” “If YOU love someone, YOU will be loyal
to him no matter what the cost. YOU will always believe in him. YOU will always expect the
best of him. YOU will always stand your ground and defend him.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 20, verses 11 - 23.
1. RISKY: What does 1 Samuel 20:13 say Jonathan was willing to do for David? “He might be
angry and want you killed. If so, then may the Lord kill me if I don’t tell you. That way you
can escape and live. May the Lord be with you as he used to be with my father.”
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2. What does John 15:13 say about this kind of friend? “And here is how to measure it [love]. The
greatest love is shown when a person lays down his life for his friends.”
3. For this kind of promise from Jonathan, what did he ask David to promise? Verses 14,15: “And
remember, you must always show the love and kindness of the Lord to me. And you must also
show it to my children. Remember this after the Lord has destroyed all of your enemies.”
4. Tell in your own words what was the plan Jonathan and David cooked up? Verses 19b-22: “So
be at the hideout where you were before, over by the stone pile. I will come out and shoot three
arrows in front of the pile. I will pretend that I am shooting at a target. Then I’ll send a boy to
bring the arrows back. You might hear me tell him, “They’re on this side.” If so, then you will
know that all is well. It will be a sign that there is no trouble. But I might tell him “Go farther. The
arrows are still ahead of you.” If you hear this, it will mean that you must leave right away.’”
5. Who heard this conversation? Verse 23: “And may the Lord make us keep our promises to each
other. For he has heard us make them.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 20, verses 24 - 42.
1. What did Saul say when Jonathan told him David had returned home to be with his family?
Verses 30,31: “Saul boiled with rage. ‘You son of a disobedient woman!’ he yelled at him.
‘I know you’re on David’s side. You want him to be king in your place! You bring shame on
yourself and your mother! As long as David is alive, you’ll never be king. Now go! Get him so
I can kill him!’”
2. RISKY: Which plan did Jonathan use? The second one. Verses 37,38: “The boy had almost
reached the arrow. Jonathan shouted, ‘The arrow is still ahead of you. Hurry, hurry, don’t wait.’
So the boy quickly picked up the arrow. Then he ran back to his master.”
3. What does 1 Samuel 20:41 say that tells you how Jonathan and David felt about what they needed
to do? “As soon as the boy was gone, David came out. He had been hiding near the south edge
of the field. Both of them were crying as they said goodbye. David cried the most.”
This lesson was about the friendship between Jonathan and David. The custom of that day
was the son of the king would be the next king. Jonathan should have been the next king,
but he guessed that would never happen. But he wasn’t jealous of David, and he didn’t hate
David. He helped David stay alive. He was a loyal friend.
4. What do these verses say about a true friend?
Proverbs 18:24 “Some people only pretend to be friends. But a true friend sticks closer than a
brother.”
James 2:8 “It is good when you obey our Lord’s command. He said, ‘You must love your neighbors as much as you love yourself.”
1 John 4:7 “Dear friends, let us practice loving each other. Love comes from God. Everyone
who loves is a child of God and knows God.”
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5. The following verses tell what a friend does not do. Underline those words that will hurt a
friendship.
Proverbs 16:28 “An evil person plants trouble. Gossip pulls the best friends apart.”
Proverbs 17:9 “Love forgets mistakes. Nagging about them parts the best of friends.”
James 2:2-4 “Now suppose a man comes dressed in fine clothes and gold rings. At the same time
another man comes in who is poor and dressed in rags. Then you fuss over the rich man.
You give him the best seat in the house. But you say to the poor man, ‘Stand over there.’ Or
you say, ‘Sit on the floor.’ You judge those men by their wealth. This shows that you judge
for evil reasons.”
6. Sometimes being a friend is not easy. According to Philippians 2:13, where do you get the help
you need to be the kind of friend God wants you to be? “For God is at work within you. He
helps you want to obey him. And he helps you do what he wants.”
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 13
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 21, verses 1 - 9.
1. In 1 Samuel 20:42, Jonathan returned to the city, Jerusalem. Where did David go according to
1 Samuel 21:1a?

2. What did two things David ask the priest to give him?

3. What did the priest give him?

4. Read Leviticus 24:5-9. Why is this bread so important? Your answer is in verses 8,9 of this passage.

5. CHALLENGE: What did David do in 1 Samuel 21:2,8?

6. What do these verses say about what David did?
Exodus 20:16
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Colossians 3:9

7. What could David have done according to Psalm 119:29? Think of these words as a prayer.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 21, verses 10 - 15, and chapter 22, verse 2.
We must remember that when a person becomes a new believer in Jesus Christ, the Lord
teaches him how to live according to God’s rules. When the stories found in chapters 21 - 26
of 1 Samuel happened, David was about 20 years old. He was learning to be the man God
wanted him to be. Remembering that, we may see David doing and saying things we think a
man of God shouldn’t do or say. Just remember, God is working in David’s life to help him
be His man, just as He is working in your life to help you be His man or woman.
1. Where did David go after he left Nob with Goliath’s sword?

2. HARD: How did the King’s officers feel about David?

3. What did David do so he could safely leave Gath?

4. When David reached his next stop, the cave of Adullam, his brothers and other relatives soon
joined him. Others came too, and David was soon the leader of 400 men. Who were the “others”
that joined him?

5. Sometimes, David was afraid. He had the king and his army after him. Yet, he was learning to
trust God. What does he say about his fear in Psalm 34:4,6 that could help you when you are
afraid?
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Read 1 Samuel chapter 22, verses 3 - 10.
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1. David took his parents to Moab because that’s where David’s father had relatives. They stayed
there for as long as David lived in the cave. What are the names of the family who once lived
in Moab according to Ruth 4:17?

2. What does Saul say about his son Jonathan and David in 1 Samuel 22:8?

3. HARD: Reread 1 Samuel 20:32-42. What is the plot Jonathan and David were cooking up?
Which verse did you use for your answer?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 22, verses 11 - 23.
1. RISKY: What did Saul charge the priest Ahimelech of doing? Put your answer in your own
words.

2. After Ahimelech reminded Saul of what he knew about David, how did the priest answer King
Saul? See verse 15 for your answer.

3. What was the reason David gave Ahimelech for being in Nob? See 1 Samuel 21:2 for your
answer.

4. What is the name of the man who escaped Doeg’s sword?

5. PERSONAL: Which verse did you chose to memorize this week? Do you have many verses
hidden in your mind so that at the times of trouble or times of joy, you can say them to the
Lord?
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK FOURTEEN
DISCUSSION — LESSON THIRTEEN
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: CARDS AND HAT
You will need a deck of cards and a hat (a box will do, too). Draw a line
on the floor and have players stand behind it. Place the hat on the floor 3 - 4
feet in front of the line. In turn, each player tosses the cards towards the hat
in hopes of sinking as many as possible into it. The one who lands the most
cards in the hat is declared the winner.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 13

to end of class

CRAFT: STENCIL MOSAIC

MATERIALS
string toothpicks
stencil patterns (may be purchased at stores selling craft
supplies, office supplies, paint, drugstores, etc.)
pencil
glue		
scissors
cardboard (cereal box front/back)
string
various natural materials: macaroni, rice, dried peas, crushed
egg shells (colored if desired], sunflower seeds, blades of grass,
etc. Be imaginative.
Copy the stencil pattern onto the cardboard. With drops of glue fasten toothpicks onto stencil lines. For curves and small spaces, break toothpicks to fit
the spaces. Choose an item, such as dried peas, and glue in one section of
the picture. Be sure to fill in all the space. Then take another item and glue it
into another section. Do this until the entire picture has been filled in. Punch
holes in top corners of cardboard, and run a length of string or yarn through
them for hanging.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 13 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 21, verses 1 - 9.
1. In 1 Samuel 20:42, Jonathan returned to the city, Jerusalem. Where did David go according to
1 Samuel 21:1a? “David went to the city of Nob to see Ahimelech, the priest. [This is the city,
or community of priests. David had gone to Ramah (19:19) to seek sanctuary with Samuel, now
he seeks sanctuary in Nob with the priest Ahimelech (possibly Ahijah mentioned in 14:3,18).
Ahimelech was more astonished at seeing David than fearing him.]
2. What two things did David ask the priest to give him? Verses 3,8a. Verse 3: “Now, what is
there to eat? Give me five loaves of bread or anything else you can.” Verse 8a: “David asked
Ahimelech if he had a spear or sword he could use.”
3. What did the priest give him? Verses 6,9a. Verse 6: “There was no other food around. So the
priest gave him the holy bread. This was the Bread of the Presence. It was put before the Lord
in the Tabernacle. It had just been replaced that day with fresh bread.” Verse 9a: “‘Well,’ the
priest said, ‘I have the sword of Goliath, the Philistine. He was the man you killed in the Valley
of Elah. It is wrapped in a cloth in the clothes closet. Take that if you want it. There is nothing
else here.’”
4. Read Leviticus 24:5-9. Why is this bread so important? Your answer is in verses 8,9 of this passage. “This bread is to be set out before the Lord regularly, Sabbath after Sabbath, on behalf of
the Israelites, as a lasting covenant. It belongs to Aaron and his sons, who are to eat it in a holy
place, because it is a most holy part of their regular share of the offerings made to the Lord
by fire” (NIV). [Only priests could eat this bread. It represented the twelve tribes of Israel, and
it was a thank offering for the Lord’s daily provision. It was placed fresh on the table every
Sabbath day, and the stale bread was eaten. However, the priest upheld the higher law of love
by allowing the hungry to feed off this bread.]
5. CHALLENGE: What did David do in 1 Samuel 21:2,8? He lied.
6. What do these verses say about what David did?
Exodus 20:16 “You must not lie.’’
Colossians 3:9 “Don’t tell lies to each other. It was your old life with all its evil that did that sort
of thing. Now it is dead and gone.”
7. What could David have done according to Psalm 119:29? Think of these words as a prayer. “Keep
me from deceitful ways; be gracious to me through your law.” [There is no clear explanation as
to why David lied. There are other Old Testament examples in order to save lives: Exodus 1:19,
Joshua 2:5. But it was not condoned. Some suggest that because David was in a war, the lie was
justified. Still others suggest David lied to protect Ahimelech from being accused of knowing or
helping David in his escape from Saul. What happened to the priests in 1 Samuel 22:18 shows,
at least in part, that God condemned the lie, but not the man.
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Read 1 Samuel chapter 21, verses 10 - 15, and chapter 22, verse 2.

We must remember that when a person becomes a new believer in Jesus Christ, the Lord
teaches him how to live according to God’s rules. When the stories found in chapters 21 - 26
of 1 Samuel happened, David was about 20 years old. He was learning to be the man God
wanted him to be. Remembering that, we may see David doing and saying things we think a
man of God shouldn’t do or say. Just remember, God is working in David’s life to help him
be His man, just as He is working in your life to help you be His man or woman.
1. Where did David go after he left Nob with Goliath’s sword? Verse 10: “Then David hurried on.
He was afraid of Saul. From there, he went to King Achish of Gath.” [Gath was Goliath’s home
town.]
2. HARD: How did the King’s officers feel about David? Verse 11: “But Achish’s officers weren’t
happy about his being there. ‘Isn’t he the top leader of Israel?’ they asked. ‘Isn’t he the one
the people honor at their dances? Don’t they sing about him? “Saul has slain his thousands and
David his ten thousands!”’” [David was in enemy territory. He was in danger from them as well
as from Saul. He’d killed their greatest warrior, and he was wearing Goliath’s sword. He was
in a bit of danger.]
3. What did David do so he could safely leave Gath? Verse 13: “So he pretended to be crazy! He
scratched on doors and let his spit flow down his beard.” [This pretended insanity helped David
escape any Philistine reprisal. In the ancient world anyone who was insane was regarded as an
evil omen, and so no harm was to come to them lest the gods be provoked.]
4. When David reached his next stop, the cave of Adullam, his brothers and other relatives soon
joined him. Others came too, and David was soon the leader of 400 men. Who were the “others”
that joined him? 1 Samuel 22:2b: “The men who came were often in some kind of trouble.
Perhaps they were in debt. Or maybe they weren’t happy with Saul’s leadership.” [An Old Testament “Robin Hood.”]
5. Sometimes, David was afraid. He had the king and his army after him. Yet, he was learning to
trust God. What does he say about his fear in Psalm 34:4,6 that could help you when you are
afraid? “For I cried to him and he answered me! He freed me from all my fears. This poor man
cried to the Lord. And the Lord heard him and saved him from his troubles.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 22, verses 3 - 10.
1. David took his parents to Moab because that’s where David’s father had relatives. They stayed
there for as long as David lived in the cave. What are the names of the family who once lived
in Moab according to Ruth 4:17? “The women living there said, ‘Naomi has a son.’ And they
named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.” [David lived in the cave
about 10 years. It was during this time that God taught him how to live to please the Lord. Just
as Moses was taught in the wilderness before the burning bush miracle for 40 years, God takes
His time teaches His children how to live to please Him.]
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2. What does Saul say about his son Jonathan and David in 1 Samuel 22:8? “Why are you against
me? Not one of you has ever told me that my own son is on David’s side. You’re not even sorry
for me. Think of it! My own son is helping David to come and kill me!”
3. HARD: Reread 1 Samuel 20:32-42. What is the plot Jonathan and David were cooking up?
Which verse did you use for your answer? Verse 42: “At last Jonathan said to David, ‘Cheer
up! We have given each other into God’s hands for all time. And we have done the same with
our children.’ So they left each other. David went away and Jonathan went back to the city.” [It
doesn’t sound as if Jonathan is trying to kill Saul. The statement in 1 Samuel 22:8 shows just
how paranoid Saul had become.]

Read 1 Samuel chapter 22, verses 11 - 23.
1. RISKY: What did Saul charge the priest Ahimelech of doing? Put your answer in your own
words. Saul accused Ahimelech of conspiring with David to kill the king.
2. After Ahimelech reminded Saul of what he knew about David, how did the priest answer King
Saul? See verse 15 for your answer. “This was not the first time I had spoken to God for him. It
is unfair of you to accuse me and my family in this matter. We knew nothing of any plot against
you.” [The captain of the bodyguard was to be in charge of the king’s well-being. The bodyguard
belonged to the king’s inner circle.]
3. What was the reason David gave Ahimelech for being in Nob? See 1 Samuel 21:2 for your answer. “‘The king has sent me on a private matter,’ David said. ‘He told me not to tell anybody
why I am here. I have told my men where to meet me later.’” [This untruth cost the lives of 85
priests, their families and livestock.]
4. What is the name of the man who escaped Doeg’s sword? Abiathar. [This is the beginning of
David’s priestly line that will be needed for the tabernacle worship in Jerusalem. The king’s
men were afraid to attack the priests, which would constitute a declaration of war against God,
and these men were not about to test God.]
5. PERSONAL: Which verse did you chose to memorize this week? Do you have many verses
hidden in your mind so that at the times of trouble or times of joy, you can say them to the
Lord?
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 14
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 23, verses 1 - 6.
1. Who did David talk to about attacking the Philistines?

2. How did David’s men feel about his decision?

3. Did David listen to his men? What did he do?

4. What happened to the Philistines and the people of Keilah?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 23, verses 7 - 14.
1. Who heard that David was in Keilah?
2. What did David do when he learned Saul was planning a raid on Keilah?

3. How big was David’s army now and what did he and his men do when he heard God’s answer?
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4. RISKY: Since there were no newspapers, TV, radio, or telephone, how did Saul and David know
each others’ plans? (HINT: There are clues in the scriptures that will give you an idea what the
answer might be. But you’ll have to look for them.)

5. HARD: Read 1 Samuel 21:5-9 and 22:6-19. What is recorded about David in 1 Samuel 23:7-14
that is not recorded in the other verses?

6. What do these verses say that might help you follow David’s example?
Deuteronomy 4:29

Psalm 119:2

Read 1 Samuel chapter 23, verses 15 - 20.
1. Who met David at Horesh?
2. What did Jonathan say about himself in 1 Samuel 23:17?

3. What did John the Baptist say about himself in John 3:30?

4. What did Jesus say in Matthew 10:24?

5. What does Romans 12:3 say?
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Read 1 Samuel chapter 23, verses 21 - 29.
1. How do you play hide and seek?

2. RISKY: From reading this chapter, do you think Saul and David were playing hide and seek?

3. What happened that made Saul stop chasing David?

In this next section of your lesson, you will be doing a math word puzzle. There is no scripture to look up. There is a message you may know from reading this chapter.
Do the math first. After you have finished the math, go on to the message. The first math
problem is done for you.
Use this letter

in the space above this number

A

6+6

=

D

1+5

=

E

7+4

=

F

2+3

=

G

2x2

=

H

10 - 1

=

I		

15 + 5

=

K

20 + 10 + 5

=

L

22 x 7

=

12

(math problems continued on next page)
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N

4-3

=

P		

2+5

=

R

24 x 4

=

S

20 - 10

=

T

25 + 7 - 4

=

U

8x8

=

V

5 + 23 x 7

=

Y

207 - 9

=
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In the section below, each line has a number listed under it. These numbers correspond
with your math answers. Each letter on the math portion will fit into at least one of the message spaces. Try filling in all spaces with the letters.
FINISHED MESSAGE
__ __ __ __ A __ __
10 12 64 154 12 1

__ __ __ __ .
10 11 11 35

__ __ __ __

28

9

11

6 12 196 20 6

28 9 11 1

28 9

11

__ __ __
28 9 11

__ __ __ __ .

154 12 1

6

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
7 154 12 23

7

11

9 20 154 20 10 28 20

1

9

20

6 11

12

1

6

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
7

9 20 154 20 10 28 20

__ __ __ __
10 12 64 54

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ .

__ __ __ __
10 12 5

__ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __

__ __ __

96 12 20 6

__ __ __

6

11 10

1 11 10

__ __ __ __ __ __
5 20

4

9

__ __ __ __ __
6 12 196 20 6

28 10

__ __
20 10

__ __ __ __ __ .
12 4

12 20 1
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK FIFTEEN
DISCUSSION — LESSON FOURTEEN
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: APPLE RELAY
Each player is given an apple (to be eaten later). Form into teams behind the
goal line. Use a table to mark another goal line at the opposite end of the room.
At the signal and with the apple under the chin, the first player of each team
races to the opposite goal line. If he drops the apple, he must stop, pick it up,
replace it under his chin, and resume racing to the table. Once there, he must
put the apple on the table without using his hands. Then race back to his team
and tag the next player in line who repeats the process.
After game has been played, peel the apples and have the players dip them in
caramel and nuts, and eat.

15 - 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 14

to end of class

CRAFT: CRAFT: CHRISTMAS CARDS
If this lesson doesn’t fall near Christmas for your class, just switch this craft
with one from a week that will be near Christmas.

MATERIALS:
gummed stars or small stickers, such as circles, triangles, squares
8 1/2” x 11” white paper
crayons or colored pens
Before class, use a paper cutter to cut the 8 1/2” x 11” paper in half horizontally (resulting in 5” x 8 1/2” pieces). Photocopy the pattern sheet on page 118
for each student. Have students fold their pages in half again to make 5” x 4
1/4” cards. Open the card out flat again, and using the guidelines marked on
the pattern page, place the front of a card over the pattern desired. Use pattern showing through behind the card paper as a guide for placing the stars or
small stickers to fill in the shape of the tree, star, or wreath. Write a greeting
on the front and inside of cards.
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To make a Wreath
Shape on your card,
place the bottom right
corner of the front of
your card here.

To make a Star Shape on your
card, place the crease in the
center of the card on the line
to the left and the bottom of
the card on the line below.

➔

➔
To make a Christmas
Tree Shape on your
card, place the top
right corner of the
front of your card
here.

For all shapes: make
sure the card is opened
flat, so there is only one
layer of paper over the
pattern. Otherwise you
won’t be able to see the
lines through the paper.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 14 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 23, verses 1 - 6.
1. Who did David talk to about attacking the Philistines? The Lord. [The threshing floor was the
area where the grain was separated from the husk. With the Philistines looting this area, they
were robbing the people of Keilah of their food supply. So, David rescued the town of Keilah
when he attacked the Philistines. This town was very near the Philistine border.]
2. How did David’s men feel about his decision? Verse 3: “But David’s men said, ‘We’re afraid
even here in Judah. We don’t want to go to Keilah to fight the whole Philistine army!’”
3. Did David listen to his men? What did he do? No. Verse 4: “David asked the Lord again. The
Lord again replied, ‘Go down to Keilah. I will help you conquer the Philistines.’”
4. What happened to the Philistines and the people of Keilah? Verse 5: “They went to Keilah and
defeated the Philistines. They also took their cattle. And so the people of Keilah were saved.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 23, verses 7 - 14.
1. Who heard that David was in Keilah? Saul
2. What did David do when he learned Saul was planning a raid on Keilah? Verse 9: “But David
learned of Saul’s plan. So he told Abiathar the priest to bring the ephod. He told him to ask
the Lord what he should do.” [“The ephod, similar to a vest, was a part of the priestly apparel
(Exodus 28:28-29) and served as the receptacle for the divine objects which were cast by lot,
called Urim and Thummim. Carefully phrased questions were posed; the Lord then controlled
the lot to provide yes or no answers” (QUEST, NIV notes).]
3. How big was David’s army now and what did he and his men do when he heard God’s answer?
Verse 13: “So David and his men, about six hundred in number, left Keilah and kept moving
from place to place. When Saul was told that David had escaped from Keilah, he did not go
there” (NIV).
4. RISKY: Since there were no newspapers, TV, radio, or telephone, how did Saul and David know
each others’ plans? (HINT: There are clues in the scriptures that will give you an idea what the
answer might be. But you’ll have to look for them.) [Although no definitive answer was found,
one can presume from words such as: told, news came, (a group of people) came saying, heard,
etc., spies, emissaries, messengers, or allies abounded. Small words tend to be overlooked and
given little thought when reading the scriptures. Those words give us clues to understanding
what is happening when nothing else does. Ancient warfare was an art. Its technique had to be
learned. Also in ancient warfare, one group would know another was ready for battle when an
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arrow or spear had been thrown into one of the camps or city. Today, many countries use ancient
military tactics with modern day weaponry.]

5. HARD: Read 1 Samuel 21:5-9 and 22:6-19. What is recorded about David in 1 Samuel 23:714 that is not recorded in the other verses? [In 1 Samuel 23:7-14 David asked the Lord what he
should do and then he obeyed.]
6. What do these verses say that might help you follow David’s example?
Deuteronomy 4:29 “But you will also begin to search again for the Lord your God. You will
find him when you search for him with all your heart and soul.”
Psalm 119:2 “Happy are all who search for God. They always choose to do his will.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 23, verses 15 - 20.
1. Who met David at Horesh? Verse 16, Jonathan, Saul’s son.
2. What did Jonathan say about himself in 1 Samuel 23:17? “‘Don’t be afraid,’ Jonathan told him.
‘My father will never find you! You are going to be the next king of Israel! I will be second to
you. My father is well aware of this.’”
3. What did John the Baptist say about himself in John 3:30? “He [Jesus] must become greater and
greater. And I must become less and less.”
4. What did Jesus say in Matthew 10:24? “A student is not greater than the teacher. A servant is
not above his master.”
5. What does Romans 12:3 say? “I am God’s messenger. So I want to give each of you God’s
warning. Be honest when you think about yourself. Measure your value by how much faith
God has given you.” [This does not mean one has no value. A Christian has value in the eyes of
the Lord, and He has given the Christian gifts to use in service to Him. When a Christian serves
with a spirit of self-seeking and competition, he is not serving with the faith God has given. He
is using his own worldly powers. A Christian should have a sense of humility in all he does,
since it is the Lord who gives him his abilities, and it is through Him Christians can accomplish
anything in His name.]

Read 1 Samuel chapter 23, verses 21 - 29.
1. How do you play hide and seek?
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2. RISKY: From reading this chapter, do you think Saul and David were playing hide and seek?
[This is a tricky question. Yes, David was hiding from Saul, and Saul was chasing David. But
this wasn’t a game. It was a matter of life or death for David. Saul was chasing David in order
to kill him. David was running and hiding to stay alive.]
3. What happened that made Saul stop chasing David? Verses 27,28: “But just then a message
reached Saul that the Philistines were raiding Israel again. So Saul quit the chase and went back
to fight the Philistines. Ever since that time the place where David was camped has been called,
‘The Rock of Escape!’”
In this next section of your lesson, you will be doing a math word puzzle. There is no
scrip ture to look up. There is a message you may know from reading this chapter.
Do the math first. After you have finished the math, go on to the message.
Use this letter

in the space above this number

A

6+6

=

12

D

1+5

=

6

E

7+4

=

11

F

2+3

=

5

G

2x2

=

4

H

10 - 1

=

9

I		

15 + 5

=

20

K

20 + 10 + 5

=

35

L

22 x 7

=

154

N

4-3

=

1

P		

2+5

=

7

R

24 x 4

=

96

S

20 - 10

=

10

T

25 + 7 - 4

=

28
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U

8x8

=

64

V

5 + 23 x 7

=

196

Y

207 ÷ 9

=

23

In the section below, each line has a number listed under it. These numbers correspond with
your math answers. Each letter on the math portion will fit into at least one of the message
spaces. Try filling in all spaces with the letters.
FINISHED MESSAGE
S A U L

10 12 64 154

A N D

12

S E E K .

1

6

28

R A I D

T H E

T H E

28

9

7

S A F E

10 12

5

28

9

P H I

11

11

6

12 196 20 6

T H E N

10 11 11 35

96 12 20 6

D A V I D

9

9

11

11

1

T H E
28

9

11

L A N D .

154 12

1

6

P L A Y

7 154 12 23

1

9

20 6

A N D

11

12

1

P H I L I S T I N E S
7

9 20 154 20 10 28 20

S A U L

10 12 64 154

L I S T I N E S .

20 154 20 10 28 20

H I D E

11 10

11 10

F I G H T S

5

20 4

D A V I D
6

1

12 196 20

6

9

28 10

I S

20 10

A G A I N .
12

4

12 20

1
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 15
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 24, verses 1 - 7.
1. Where were David and his men now hiding?

2. RISKY: What did David’s men remind David of when Saul entered their hiding place?

3. Did David follow his men’s instructions, and what did he do? Give the verse where you found
your answer.

4. How did David feel after what he did to Saul?

5. PERSONAL: Have you ever done something you knew you shouldn’t have done? How did
you feel? What do these verses say that will help you do right?
Psalm 51:3,7
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1 John 1:9

Read 1 Samuel chapter 24, verses 8 - 15.
1. What was the gossip David said Saul listened to?

2. What did David tell Saul in 1 Samuel 24:10?

3. What did David show Saul to prove he could have killed the king?

4. PERSONAL: David had his chance to get even with Saul, but he didn’t. Has someone ever hurt
you and you said, “When I get a chance I’m going to
.” That is not the attitude God
wants His children to have. What do these verses say you should do instead?
Proverbs 25:21,22

Luke 6:27,28

Romans 12:19
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5. Who did David say would be the right judge? See 1 Samuel 24:15 for your answer.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 24, verses 16 - 22.
1. What did Saul say to David about Israel?

2. What did Saul ask David to promise in 1 Samuel 24:21?

3. Did David make this promise?

4. CHALLENGE: Since Saul was being so nice to David, why did David go back to his cave
instead of going with Saul?

5. PERSONAL: Which verse did you choose to memorize this week? If all the Bibles in your
house were taken away, would you have enough verses memorized to tell others about Jesus?
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK SIXTEEN
DISCUSSION — LESSON FIFTEEN
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: HORSE CORRAL
The principle for this game is the same as “Car Lot,” only the name is changed.
Divide into teams. Each team chooses a breed of horse: Arabian, Shire, Percheron, Thoroughbred, Quarter, Clydesdale, or Morgan. Some may choose a
color horse because they may be more familiar with those names. Chestnut,
Sorrel, Roan, Pinto, or Palomino. Either the whole team or one person from
the team is IT. Set the play area boundaries. Have IT stand in the middle of
the two goal lines. IT calls out a name of a horse; that team tries to reach the
opposite goal line without being tagged. If tagged, player must sit on the floor
in the exact spot he was tagged. He can help IT tag remaining players as their
horse team names are called and they race to the goal line. IT changes when
all players are tagged, or when a time limit has been reached.

15- 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 15

to end of class

CRAFT: PRAYER ROCK
small rocks
fabric scraps: circular the size of a dinner plate, or 6” x 6” square
pinking shears, scissors
ribbon
glue, glue gun
lace, buttons, sequins, etc.—optional
verse —next page—Copy one for each child
If your class is large, you may wish to cut the material scraps before class. Or,
you may have each child cut his/her own piece of material if you have plenty
of shears. If you have left over decorations, you may want to have the class
decorate the material before adding the rock. If possible, let each child pick
up his/her own rock. It shouldn’t be too large, but it should be larger than a
pebble. Place rock in center of prepared material. Bring up corners/edges and
tie in middle with ribbon. Punch a hole in the card with the verse and attach
it to the ribbon.
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FRONT

Put me on the
nightstand & when
morning dawns,
remember your
prayers before
you go to town.
Your heavenly
Father loves you,
& longs to talk
with you.
PRAY …
It’s His way.
#1 FOLD IN HALF

Can be reduced up to 64%; fold,
and trim to desired size..

I’m your little
prayer rock, this
is what I’ll do…
Put me on your pillow
til day is
through. Turn
back the covers,
see me resting
there. Then you’ll
remember to
kneel for your
prayers.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 15 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 24, verses 1 - 7.
1. Where were David and his men now hiding? Verse 3b: “There is a place where the road passes
some sheepfolds. At that place, Saul went into a cave to go to the bathroom. But as it happened,
David and his men were hiding in the cave!”
2. RISKY: What did David’s men remind David of when Saul entered their hiding place? Verse
4a: “‘Now’s your time!’ David’s men whispered to him. ‘Today is the day the Lord was talking
about. He said, “I will put Saul into your power to do with as you wish”!’”
3. Did David follow his men’s instructions, and what did he do? Give the verse where you found
your answer. No. Verse 4b: “Then David crept forward. He quietly cut off the bottom of Saul’s
robe!”
4. How did David feel after what he did to Saul? Verse 5: “But then his conscience began bothering him.” [In spite of the fact that Saul was constantly trying to kill David, he still felt a sense
of loyalty to Saul. To touch the hem of someone’s robe, meant you were loyal to him, you had
made a covenant with him, and you had faith in him. Therefore, to cut a corner of someone’s
robe displayed disloyalty and rebellion. When David cut just a small section of Saul’s robe, he
felt disloyal, therefore, he was feeling guilty.]
5. PERSONAL: Have you ever done something you knew you shouldn’t have done? How did
you feel? What do these verses say that will help you do right?
Psalm 51:3,7 “For I admit my shameful deed. It troubles me day and night. Sprinkle me with
the cleansing blood. Then I shall be clean again. Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.”
1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he can be depended on to forgive us. He will cleanse us from
every wrong. It is proper for God to do this because Christ died for our sins.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 24, verses 8 - 15.
1. What was the gossip David said Saul listened to? Verse 9: “He said to Saul, ‘Why do you listen
when men say “David is bent on harming you”?’” (NIV).
2. What did David tell Saul in 1 Samuel 24:10? “This very day you have seen it isn’t true. For the
Lord placed you at my mercy back there in the cave. Some of my men told me to kill you.
But I let you live! For I said, ‘I will never harm him. He is the Lord’s chosen king.’”
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3. What did David show Saul to prove he could have killed the king? Verse 11: “See what I have
in my hand? It is the hem of your robe! I cut it off, but I didn’t kill you! Doesn’t this prove
to you that I am not trying to hurt you? Can’t you see that I have not sinned against you? I am
innocent, even though you have been trying to kill me!”

4. PERSONAL: David had his chance to get even with Saul, but he didn’t. Has someone ever hurt
you and you said, “When I get a chance I’m going to
.” That is not the attitude God
wants His children to have. What do these verses say you should do instead?
Proverbs 25:21,22 “If your enemy is hungry, give him food! If he is thirsty, give him something
to drink! This will make him feel ashamed of himself. And God will reward you.” [In other
translations, “In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head” (NIV). To some children
the “burning coals” might seem like retaliation, getting even, or God will do the other person
harm. In truth, when enemies are treated with kindness, their own conscience will make them
feel guilty of what they have done. The kindness should produce regret in the offender.
By treating an enemy with kindness, we also demonstrate trust in God that He will judge
and make things right. This is not an easy thing to do. Our nature is to want revenge when
we suffer pain. The earlier this lesson can be learned the less pain to be suffered as we grow
in the Lord.]
Luke 6:27,28 “Listen, all of you! Love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you. Pray for
the happiness of those who curse you. Ask God to bless those who hurt you.”
Romans 12:19 “Dear friends, if people are mean to you, don’t try to get even. Leave that to God.
He has said that he will pay them back.”
5. Who did David say would be the right judge? See 1 Samuel 24:15 for your answer. “May the
Lord judge as to which of us is right. And may he punish the one who is guilty. He is my lawyer
and defender. He will rescue me from your power!”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 24, verses 16 - 22.
1. What did Saul say to David about Israel? “And now I know that you are surely going to be
king. Israel shall be yours to rule.” [In 1 Samuel 15:23, the prophet told Saul the Lord had rejected him as king of Israel. “Saul must have felt a growing sense of his own diminishing glory.
Also, his tormented mind and lack of internal peace must have confirmed his fears that God no
longer was with him” (QUEST, NIV notes).
2. What did Saul ask David to promise in 1 Samuel 24:21? “Please, make a promise to me by the
Lord! Promise that when you become king you will not kill my family. Please, do not destroy
my line of descendants!” [It was the custom of the day “in which a new king of a dynasty often
took steps to safeguard his throne by murdering his predecessor’s family (Joy of Living adult
study notes). So, Saul asked David to promise not to kill his family.]
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3. Did David make this promise? Yes, verse 22: “So David promised, and Saul went home. But
David and his men went back to their cave.”
4. CHALLENGE: Since Saul was being so nice to David, why did David go back to his cave
instead of going with Saul? [Saul had been nice to David previously, and then he turned. David just couldn’t trust Saul to remain kind and caring, so he decided to keep his distance from
Saul.]
5. PERSONAL: Which verse did you choose to memorize this week? If all the Bibles in your
house were taken away, would you have enough verses memorized to tell others about Jesus?
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 16
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 25, verses 1-8.
1. What do you learn about a man called Nabal from verses 2,3?

2. What does 1 Samuel 25:7 say David’s men were to tell Nabal?

3. What does 1 Samuel 25:15,16 say Nabal’s men added to this statement?

4. What was the reason David sent his men to Nabal?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 25, verses 9 - 22.
1. What answer did Nabal give David’s men?

2. When David’s men returned to their camp and told him what Nabal had said, what did David
decide to do?
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3. CHALLENGE: What was going on in Nabal’s camp at the same time David was being told
Nabal’s answer to his request?

4. What does 1 Samuel 25:21,22 say David was thinking?

5. HARD: David had thought he had done a good thing for Nabal. But Nabal gave no thought to
the protection David had given. David may have thought he should have been given something
for all he had done for Nabal. He may have felt hurt, and angry. He wasn’t going to let Nabal
get away without showing some kind of gratitude. This doesn’t sound like the kind of attitude
God’s people should have when doing acts of kindness. What does Hebrews 6:10 say about the
good deeds someone does?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 25, verses 23 - 34.
1. What was the first thing Abigail did when she saw David?

2. What did Abigail beg David to do in 1 Samuel 25:24?

3. What does James 1:19 say that helps us to do as David did?

4. What does Nabal’s name mean?

5. Using your dictionary, what does fool mean?
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6. The Bible is the best advice book we could own. What does Proverbs 12:15,16,18 say is the
difference between a fool and a wise person?
Proverbs 12:15

Proverbs 12:16

Proverbs 12:18

7. RISKY: Abigail acted as peace maker. How did her actions help David to keep a good reputation? See 1 Samuel 25:30,31 for your answer.

8. What does Matthew 5:9 say about being a peacemaker?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 25, verses 35 - 44.
1. What happened to Nabal when Abigail told him what she had done?

2. What did David do when he heard of Nabal’s death?

3. PERSONAL: Which verse did you choose to memorize this week?
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK SEVENTEEN
DISCUSSION — LESSON SIXTEEN
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: CATCH THE WAND
Form players into a circle with IT in the center holding a three-foot-long
broom handle, smooth stick, or yard stick. Number each player, including
IT. IT holds the top of the stick with the tip of a finger, with the opposite end
resting on the floor. As IT releases the stick, he calls out a number. The player
with that number must catch the stick before it falls to the floor. If he fails to
catch the stick, he becomes IT and play resumes. If he catches it, he returns
to his place and the first player remains IT, and play continues.

15- 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 16

to end of class

CRAFT: WOODEN TRIVET

MATERIALS:
spring type clothespins
paint & brushes

A.

B.

tacky glue
acrylic spray

About thirty spring type clothespins (A) are needed for each trivet. Twist the
pins so that the two sides come apart, remove metal spring fasteners. Glue the
completely flat sides of each pair of pin halves together, keeping the narrow
end tips even (B). Next, glue two pairs together side by side at the straight
edge, near the bottom of the pins (so that the seam of the glued flat edges is
facing up). Be sure the tips are kept even. As gluing continues, the pins form
a circle (C).
When trivet is formed, it can be painted, stained, or a message can be printed
on it with a black permanent marker. Spray with clear acrylic spray to retain
color or stain. (You may run out of time before you paint or stain.)

C.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 16 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 25, verses 1-8.
1. What do you learn about a man called Nabal from verses 2,3? “A wealthy man from Maon
owned a sheep ranch there, near the village of Carmel. He had 3,000 sheep and 1,000 goats.
He was at his ranch at this time for the sheep shearing. His name was Nabal. His wife was
a beautiful and very smart woman. Her name was Abigail. The man was a descendant of
Caleb. But he was stubborn and bad-mannered.”
2. What does 1 Samuel 25:7 say David’s men were to tell Nabal? “We are told that you are shearing your sheep and goats. While your shepherds have lived among us, we have never harmed
them. We have not stolen anything from them the whole time they have been in Carmel.”
3. What does 1 Samuel 25:15,16 say Nabal’s men added to this statement? “But David’s men were
very good to us. We never suffered any harm from them. In fact, day and night they protected
us and the sheep. Nothing was stolen from us the whole time they were with us.”
4. What was the reason David sent his men to Nabal? Verse 8b: “We have come at a time of feasting. For this reason, be kind to us and to your son David. Please give us a present of whatever
is at hand.” [Some commentators suggest David was extorting protection payment from Nabal.
Without a police force for protection, flocks, herds, and people were at risk of harm from marauding bandits. David may have appointed himself the protector of these ranchers in between
battles with Saul.]

Read 1 Samuel chapter 25, verses 9 - 22.
1. What answer did Nabal give David’s men? Verses 10,11: “‘Who is this fellow David?’ he sneered.
‘Who does this son of Jesse think he is? There are lots of servants these days who run away from
their masters. Should I take my bread and my water? Should I take the meat that I’ve killed for
my shearers? Should I give it to a gang which comes from who knows where?’” [Nabal wasn’t
even willing to offer the courtesy of hospitality that custom of that day demanded, which was
to offer food.]
2. When David’s men returned to their camp and told him what Nabal had said, what did David
decide to do? Verse 13: “‘Get your swords!’ was David’s reply as he strapped on his own. Four
hundred of them started off with David. Two hundred stayed behind to guard their gear.”
3. CHALLENGE: What was going on in Nabal’s camp at the same time David was being told
Nabal’s answer to his request? [Abigail was told about the incident. She prepared food for
David and his 600 men. But she didn’t tell her husband what she was doing. She was taking a
risk by going against Nabal’s decision. But the alternative of facing David’s anger was a greater
risk.]
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4. What does 1 Samuel 25:21,22 say David was thinking? “David had been saying to himself, ‘A
lot of good it did us to help Nabal! We protected his flocks in the wilderness. Not one thing was
lost or stolen! But he has given me bad for good. All that I get for my trouble is insults. May
God curse me if even one of his men is alive by tomorrow morning!’”
5. HARD: David had thought he had done a good thing for Nabal. But Nabal gave no thought to
the protection David had given. David may have thought he should have been given something
for all he had done for Nabal. He may have felt hurt, and angry. He wasn’t going to let Nabal
get away without showing some kind of gratitude. This doesn’t sound like the kind of attitude
God’s people should have when doing acts of kindness. What does Hebrews 6:10 say about the
good deeds someone does? “God is not unfair. How can he forget the way you have shown your
love for Him? No! You have been helping his children and you still are.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 25, verses 23 - 34.
1. What was the first thing Abigail did when she saw David? Verse 23: “When Abigail saw David,
she quickly got down. She bowed low before him.” [Bowing is a sign of respect and reverence
as well as hospitality.]
2. What did Abigail beg David to do in 1 Samuel 25:24? “‘I accept all blame in this matter, my
lord,’ she said. ‘Please listen to what I have to say.’”
3. What does James 1:19 say that helps us to do as David did? “Dear brothers, remember this! It
is best to listen much, speak little, and not become angry.”
4. What does Nabal’s name mean? Verse 25: “Nabal is a bad-tempered fool. Please don’t listen
to what he said. He is a fool, just like his name means. But I didn’t see the messengers you
sent.”
5. Using your dictionary, what does fool mean? A “person who lacks sense, insight, or judgment;
silly or unwise person” (HOLT). [“The Hebrew term nabal literally means fool. Most likely, this
was a nickname the man had picked up somewhere—and for good reason! He was the epitome
of how an Israelite would define a fool: harsh, ill-mannered, enamored of his possessions, insensitive to his neighbors’ needs, disrespectful of others and irreverent toward God. His folly was
magnified in his failure to acknowledge David as the prince of Israel.” (QUEST, NIV notes].
6. The Bible is the best advice book we could own. What does Proverbs 12:15,16,18 say is the
difference between a fool and a wise person?
Proverbs 12:15 “A fool thinks he needs no advice. But a wise person listens to others.”
Proverbs 12:16 “A fool is quick-tempered. A wise person stays cool when he is insulted.”
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Proverbs 12:18 “Some people like to make cutting remarks. But the words of the wise soothe
and heal.”
7. RISKY: Abigail acted as peace maker. How did her actions help David to keep a good reputation? See 1 Samuel 25:30,31 for your answer. “The Lord shall do all the good things he promised
you. And he shall make you king of Israel. When this happens, you won’t want to carry the guilt
of a murderer! You won’t want to be known as one who took the law into his own hands! And
when the Lord has done these great things for you, please remember me!”
8. What does Matthew 5:9 say about being a peacemaker? “Happy are those who work hard to
bring peace. For they shall be called the sons of God.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 25, verses 35 - 44.
1. What happened to Nabal when Abigail told him what she had done? Verses 37, 38: “By that time
he was sober. When his wife told him what had happened, he had a stroke. And he lay there
unable to move for about 10 days. Then he died, for the Lord killed him.”
2. What did David do when he heard of Nabal’s death? Verse 39: “When David heard that Nabal
was dead, he said, ‘Praise the Lord! God has paid back Nabal and kept me from doing it myself. He has been punished for his sin.’ Then David wasted no time in sending messengers to
Abigail. He sent them to ask her to marry him.”
“Polygamy—the practice of taking multiple wives—was common in the ancient Middle
East. Many wives were a sign of wealth and rank. As king, David had both the rank and
wealth to support numerous wives and concubines—and acquiring them was considered his
royal privilege.
“Often, multiple marriages were politically expedient for a king. It’s likely, for example, that
David’s marriage to Maacah, daughter of the king of Geshur, was a strategic move aimed at
bolstering David’s political strength against Ish-Bosheth. What’s more, for reasons of succession, it was important for a king to have many children, especially sons.
“Although polygamous marriages, even those of heroes of the faith, are recorded without
direct comment throughout the Old Testament, they clearly violate God’s original intent for
the marital relationship. Genesis declares that a husband and wife should be one flesh (Gen.
2:24). Jesus reiterated this principle (Matt. 19:5-6). God also warned that taking many wives
was a dangerous thing (Deut. 17:17).
“The Old Testament records numerous accounts of strife resulting from polygamy. Hannah’s
constant provocation by Peninnah, a rival wife, for example illustrates how polygamy opens
the door to domestic discord (1 Samuel 1:1-8). It also contributes to spiritual disaster. Solomon’s numerous marriages to foreign women eventually led to his spiritual compromise and
even the downfall of the kingdom (1 Kings 11:4).
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“Although polygamy is incompatible with God’s ideal, it apparently was one of many borderline practices God allowed during Old Testament days. It essentially disappeared following the Babylonian captivity. By the time the early church was established, God made his
ideal for marriage clear in the qualifications for elders and deacons. Each was to have only
one wife (1 Tim. 3:2,12). The enduring principle: one man, one woman, one flesh.” (QUEST,
NIV notes)]
3. PERSONAL: Which verse did you choose to memorize this week?
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 17
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 26, verses 1 - 8.
1. Who told Saul where David was hiding?
2. What did David do when he found out Saul was following him?

3. CHALLENGE: When David sneaked into Saul’s camp the first time, where did he find Saul?

4. David returned to his camp and asked for volunteers to join him in returning to Saul’s camp.
Who returned with David?

5. What did Abishai want to do once they found Saul in his camp?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 26, verses 9 - 20.
1. This is the second time David has a chance to kill Saul. What did he do instead?

Joy of Living 1 Samuel Youth Bible Study • Page 139

Copyright 2007 Joy of Living Bible Studies • Ventura, CA • www.joyofliving.org

Lesson 17 Questions, Page 2

2. God had protected David and Abishai from being discovered in Saul’s camp. What does Psalm
32:7 say about God’s protection?

3. RISKY: Which phrase or sentence in Psalm 32:7 do you think would be good for you to memorize? Why? The following scriptures give great clues for your answer!
Psalm 119:11

Galatians 5:16

Philippians 2:13

Read 1 Samuel chapter 26, verses 21 - 25.
1. What did Saul promise David?

2. How did David react to Saul’s promise?
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Read 1 Samuel chapter 27, verses 1 - 12.

When the blanks in the following sentences are complete, use the letters to fill in the corresponding blanks in the SOLUTION STATEMENT. CHALLENGE: Try to fill in the answer
blanks before looking up the scripture. HINT: When you get a word, fill in the spaces with
the same number.
1. Goliath, the Philistine, once lived in
2. Achish is the 

18

5

12

18

14

17

10

16

.

of Gath.

3. The first time he met King Achish, David pretended to be
4. David’s wife Abigail was the widow of

12

17

5. Ziklag was the Philistine town where David
6. David lived in Ziklag one year and
7. David

18

5

13

13

15

6

7

8

13

3

5

12

15

5

1

17

12

15

.

13

9

2

.

15

7

.

months.

11

Israel’s enemies.

8. King Achish thought David would be his

2

15

11

9

17

12

10

.

SOLUTION STATEMENT:
7

17

17

5

9

7

2

5

3

11

7

1

17

8

8

15

15

13

13

’

16

15

2

17

17

14

9

14

3

15

15

3

2

12

7

13

10

5

6

.
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18

3

15

11

.

.

1 SAMUEL — WEEK EIGHTEEN
DISCUSSION — LESSON SEVENTEEN
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: FIND THE MISSING LINK
Before game begins, hide an object somewhere in the room, at child eye level.
This can be a small item or a large item. Anything from a pencil to a book. Tell
the class this item is hidden at eye level somewhere in the classroom. When
someone spots it, he is to run to the goal post, touch it, and say “I’ve found it.”
The class continues it’s search. Each player who finds the object must reach
and touch the goal post before saying “I’ve found it”. The players having
found the object can yell “hot” if players are near it, or “cold” if players are
far from it. To make this a little more challenging, you may wish to take an
object from it’s normal place and “hide” it in plain sight in another place. For
instance, if you have an overhead projector in the room, move it to another
location. Then tell the players, “something is misplaced. Can you find it and
what it is?” Follow the same procedure for reporting the find as above.

15- 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 17

to end of class

CRAFT: HAND-MADE POSTCARDS

MATERIALS
8 1/2” x 11” white card stock
colored pencils
colored felt tip pens
scissors
Before class, using paper cutter if possible, cut card stock into four equal
rectangles (one horizontal cut and one vertial cut). (Or you can purchase
postcard sheets for laser printers, which are perforated for tearing apart into
four postcards.) Provide as many per child as you wish your class to have. In
class, have students draw a picture with the pencils or pens on each postcard.
These can be sent as cards to cheer someone; to say “Hi,” “Happy Birthday,”
or “Wish You Were Here,” etc. These cards can be used as you would a purchased postcard.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 17 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 26, verses 1 - 8.
1. Who told Saul where David was hiding? Verse 1, the men of Ziph.
2. What did David do when he found out Saul was following him? Verse 4: “So he sent out spies
to watch his [Saul’s] movements.” [This was very unfamiliar territory for Saul. David was
surprised that Saul would travel into this unknown land. In fact, it was a major military blunder
for anyone to go into territory they did not know. So, David sent out spies to be sure what he
had been told was true.]
3. CHALLENGE: When David sneaked into Saul’s camp the first time, where did he find Saul?
Verse 5: “Then David set out and went to the place where Saul had camped. He saw where
Saul and Abner son of Ner, the commander of the army had lain down. Saul was lying inside
the camp, with the army encamped around him” (NIV). [Abner is Saul’s uncle, Saul’s father’s
brother.]
4. David returned to his camp and asked for volunteers to join him in returning to Saul’s camp.
Who returned with David? Verse 6: Abishai. [Abishai is David’s nephew, his sister’s son.]
5. What did Abishai want to do once they found Saul in his camp? Verse 8b: “Now let me pin him
to the ground with one thrust of my spear; I won’t strike him twice” (NIV).

Read 1 Samuel chapter 26, verses 9 - 20.
1. This is the second time David has a chance to kill Saul. What did he do instead? Verse 12: “So
David took the spear and water jug near Saul’s head, and they left. No one saw or knew about
it, nor did anyone wake up. They were all sleeping, because the Lord had put them into a deep
sleep” (NIV).
2. God had protected David and Abishai from being discovered in Saul’s camp. What does Psalm
32:7 say about God’s protection? “You are my hiding place from every storm of life. You even
keep me from getting into trouble! You surround me with songs of victory.”
3. RISKY: Which phrase or sentence in Psalm 32:7 do you think would be good for you to memorize? Why? The following scriptures give great clues for your answer! Sentence from Psalm
32:7, “You even keep me from getting into trouble!”
Psalm 119:11 “I have thought much about your words. I have stored them in my heart. That way
they will hold me back from sin.”
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Galatians 5:16 “I advise you to obey only the Holy Spirit’s teachings. He will tell you where
to go and what to do. Then you won’t be doing the wrong things your evil nature wants you
to do.”
Philippians 2:13 “For God is at work within you. He helps you want to obey him. And he helps
you do what he wants.” [Only with the Lord’s help can believers keep from sinning. And the
only way a believer knows what is sin is to know the Word of God.]

Read 1 Samuel chapter 26, verses 21 - 25.
1. What did Saul promise David? Verse 21: “Then Saul confessed, ‘I have done wrong. Come back
home, my son. I’ll no longer try to harm you. For you saved my life today. I have been a fool,
and very, very wrong.’” [It is likely Saul now recognized, and resigned himself to the fact that
David was God’s intended king. He saw God’s protection over David. It would seem Saul did
not interfere with God’s will in placing David on the throne.]
2. How did David react to Saul’s promise? Verse 25b: “Then David went away and Saul went back
home.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 27, verses 1 - 12.
When the blanks in the following sentences are complete, use the letters to fill in the corresponding blanks in the SOLUTION STATEMENT. CHALLENGE: Try to fill in the answer
blanks before looking up the scripture. HINT: When you get a word, fill in the spaces with
the same number.
1. Goliath, the Philistine, once lived in G

A

14

2. Achish is the  K

18

I

5

N

12

G

18

T

17

H .

10

16

of Gath.

3. The first time he met King Achish, David pretended to be I
5

4. David’s wife Abigail was the widow of N

12

A

B

17

8

5. Ziklag was the Philistine town where David L

6

O
3

15

I

13

6. David lived in Ziklag one year and F

E

V

5

U
1

9

N

12

S
2

A

17

N

12

L .

13

E

15

D .
7

R months.

11
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E.

15

7. David K

18

I

L

5

13

L

13

E

D

15

7
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Israel’s enemies.

8. King Achish thought David would be his S
2

E

15

R

V

11

9

A

17

N

T .

12

10

SOLUTION STATEMENT:
D
7

A

A

5

7

S
2

I

9

D

17

I

V

17

R

11

D

5

O

U

3

1

A

17

B

7

E

15

E

8

B
8

15

L

13

L ’ S

13

2

H

16

E

A

17

A

15

14

9

G

17

G

V

E

14

O
3

E

3

L

2

N

15

O

S

15

12

13

T

10

I

5

F

6

K

18

O
3

E.

15

R

11

D .
7

[David had fooled Achish previously, so he thought he’d be fooling the king again and it
worked. David pretended to be siding with Achish when he told the king the towns he raided
were Israelite towns when in reality they were the towns of Israel’s enemies. In addition, he
left no one alive in these towns to contradict his claims. During this time, David was perfecting his military strategy as well as protecting Israel. God had told Joshua to rid the land of
these people and the Israelites had not completed God’s command.]
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 18
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 28, verses 1 - 7.
1. CHALLENGE: At what time did the Philistines decide to fight against Israel again? See 1
Samuel 27:11,12 to help with your answer.

2. What did King Achish want David to do?

3. David agreed to go with King Achish. What position in the army did the king give to David?
4. After Samuel died and Saul heard the Philistines were going to attack, he asked the Lord to
help him. But the Lord wouldn’t answer him. What do these verses say is a reason God did not
answer Saul?
Psalm 66:18

John 9:31

5. What does 1 John 1:9 say a sinner must do in order for the Lord to hear his prayers?

6. So, what did Saul do?
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7. It is rather odd that a medium would be in the land since Saul had forbidden anyone who was a
medium to stay in Israel [1 Samuel 28:3]. A medium is a person who is a link between the dead
and people who live. It is related to witchcraft. What do these verses say about witchcraft?
Exodus 22:18
Leviticus 19:31

Leviticus 20:27

Deuteronomy 18:10-12a

Read 1 Samuel chapter 28, verses 8 - 25.
1. HARD: What clues are given that tell us Saul knew he was doing something God didn’t want
him to do? See 1 Samuel 28:8 to help with your answer.

2. The medium didn’t want to do what Saul asked because she was afraid of being killed. What
happened when she saw a ghost?

3. Saul did not see the ghost, only the medium did. But she told Saul what the ghost said. What
happened to Saul when he heard he was about to die?
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4. Satan is very crafty. He uses many kinds of things to keep Christians from obeying God and
asking Him for help. Some of his tools Christians should stay away from are astrology, palm
readers, fortune tellers, video games, books, movies, or television that have the hero depend
on a “force” to help him win. But God has not left His followers without help. What do these
verses say about God’s Holy Spirit?
John 14:15-17

1 John 4:4

Read 1 Samuel chapter 29, verses 1 - 5.
1. The Philistine army that was getting ready to fight Israel was not just the men under the rule of
King Achish. They were all the Philistine rulers and their men. Achish trusted David. What did
the others rulers feel about David and what did they want Achish to do?

2. God protected David from having to fight Saul. God protects His children, even when they don’t
feel or see it. The following verses are God’s promises to His children that He will help, protect,
and guide them. Which one did you chose to memorize this week?
Psalm 37:23,24 “The steps of good men are directed by the Lord. He takes joy in each step they
take. If they fall it isn’t deadly. For the Lord holds them with his hand.”
Isaiah 65:24 “I will answer them before they even call to me. While they are still talking to me
about their needs, I will go ahead and answer their prayers!”
Matthew 28:20 “Then teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you.
And be sure of this thing! I am with you always, even to the end of the world.”
James 4:8 “And when you draw close to God, God will draw close to you. Wash your hands,
sinners! Let your hearts be filled with God. He will make them pure and true to him.”
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK NINETEEN
DISCUSSION — LESSON EIGHTEEN
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: BALLOON KEEP-AWAY
Blow up several balloons (in case of breakage). Divide into teams of three.
Each team has one IT who stands between the other two teammates. The two
teammates toss the balloon to each other trying to keep IT from catching it.
Once IT catches the balloon, that team is out of the race. As each team IT
catches their balloons, they sit out until all ITS have caught their team balloons. Then the ITS play keep away. The last IT to catch the balloon is the
winning team.

15- 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 18

to end of class

CRAFT: CUPCAKE BOUQUET

MATERIALS:
cupcake liners in various colors
green pipe cleaners
green construction paper
white Styrofoam cups
florist tape
OPTIONAL: junior size baby food jars; paint/brushes; sand
Place three varied-color liners on top of each other; feather out as you would
napkins. With a pencil, poke two close-together holes through the center.
Insert pipe cleaner up through one hole and down the other. Leave one end
longer than the other for the flower stem. Twist the shorter end around the
longer end to keep cups from slipping. Cut green leaves from construction
paper; poke up onto pipe cleaner stem to base of flower. Make several flowers and bind together with florist tape. When bouquet is ready, stick stems
into bottom of upside down cup. Cup can be painted, drawn on, or left white.
Or, jar can be painted, filled with sand, or any heavy substance, and bouquet
stems inserted.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 18 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 28, verses 1 - 7.
1. CHALLENGE: At what time did the Philistines decide to fight against Israel again? See 1
Samuel 27:11,12 to help with your answer. [In the days when David was living in the land of
the Philistines.]
2. What did King Achish want David to do? Verse 1b: “Achish said to David, ‘You must understand
that you and your men will accompany me in the army’” (NIV).
3. David agreed to go with King Achish. What position in the army did the king give to David?
Bodyguard. [David is in quite a dilemma. As bodyguard, he would be watched constantly. He
wouldn’t be free to do what he had been doing and the Philistines would find out he was not a
traitor to Israel. Although David lived a life one would not consider very God-fearing, the Bible
only records his actions, it does condone nor make any form of judgment. Therefore, we should
also be silent and let God be the judge.]
4. After Samuel died and Saul heard the Philistines were going to attack, he asked the Lord to
help him. But the Lord wouldn’t answer him. What do these verses say is a reason God did not
answer Saul?
Psalm 66:18 “He would not have listened if I had not confessed my sins.”
John 9:31 “We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does
his will” (NIV).
5. What does 1 John 1:9 say a sinner must do in order for the Lord to hear his prayers? “If we
confess our sins, he can be depended on to forgive us. He will cleanse us from every wrong. It
is proper for God to do this because Christ died for our sins.”
6. So, what did Saul do? Verse 7: “Saul then said to his attendants, ‘Find me a woman who is a
medium, so I may go and inquire of her.’ ‘There is one in Endor,’ they said” (NIV). [Endor is
still in the land of Israel. It is near Mt. Tabor which is near Nazareth.]
7. It is rather odd that a medium would be in the land since Saul had forbidden anyone who was a
medium to stay in Israel [1 Samuel 28:3]. A medium is a person who is a link between the dead
and people who live. It is related to witchcraft. What do these verses say about witchcraft?
Exodus 22:18 “A sorceress shall be put to death.”
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Leviticus 19:31 “Do not defile yourselves by asking mediums and wizards for help. For I am
the Lord your God.”
Leviticus 20:27 “A medium or a wizard—whether man or woman—shall surely be stoned to
death. They have caused their own doom.”
Deuteronomy 18:10-12a “For example, an Israelite might give his child to be burned to death
as a sacrifice to heathen gods. But if anyone should do this, he must be killed. Israelites must
never practice black magic. They must never call on evil spirits for aid, or be fortune-tellers.
They must not be serpent charmers, mediums, or wizards. They must never call forth the
spirits of the dead. Anyone doing these things is an object of hate to the Lord.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 28, verses 8 - 25.
1. HARD: What clues are given that tell us Saul knew he was doing something God didn’t want
him to do? See 1 Samuel 28:8 to help with your answer. “Saul disguised himself by wearing
normal clothing instead of his royal robes. He went to the woman’s home at night. He took
two of his men with him.”
2. The medium didn’t want to do what Saul asked because she was afraid of being killed. What
happened when she saw a ghost? Verse 12: “When the woman saw Samuel, she screamed.
‘You’ve lied to me!’ she cried. ‘You are Saul!’”
3. Saul did not see the ghost, only the medium did. But she told Saul what the ghost said. What
happened to Saul when he heard he was about to die? Verse 20: “Saul now fell full length upon
the ground. He could not move because he was afraid of Samuel’s words. He was also faint with
hunger. He had eaten nothing all day.” [There is no concrete agreement among the scholars as
to this unique situation. Some say this was a satanic spirit. Some say it truly was Samuel, and
that God intervened with the medium’s spell and brought Samuel to Saul for one last encounter.
Saul was given no new information about coming events. He had been previously told God had
removed the kingdom from his hands and given it to David (1 Samuel 15:23, 1 Samuel 24:20).
More confusion arises when Samuel says in verse 19: “The Lord will hand over both Israel and
you to the Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons will be with me” (NIV). “The afterlife
was not understood by Old Testament people as a grand and glorious celebration. Rather, it was
a shadowy existence in Sheol, the subterranean abode of the dead, an place apart from this earth
but still accessible to God (Job 26:6; Psalm 139:8; Amos 9:2). The righteous and unrighteous
alike were thought to shuffle their way through a dark and gloomy existence (Gen. 37:35; Psalm
9:17; Isaiah 38:10)” (QUEST, NIV notes). Since there is no definitive answer to who this spirit
actually was, we should not be dogmatic in our explanation either.]
4. Satan is very crafty. He uses many kinds of things to keep Christians from obeying God and
asking Him for help. Some of his tools Christians should stay away from are astrology, palm
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readers, fortune tellers, video games, books, movies, or television that have the hero depend
on a “force” to help him win. But God has not left His followers without help. What do these
verses say about God’s Holy Spirit?
John 14:15-17 “If you love me, obey me. And I will ask the Father and he will give you another
Comforter. He will never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, the Spirit who leads into all truth.
The world at large cannot receive him. The world isn’t looking for him and doesn’t know
him. But you do, for he lives with you now and some day will be in you.”
1 John 4:4 “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is
in you is greater than the one who is in the world” (NIV).

Read 1 Samuel chapter 29, verses 1 - 5.
1. The Philistine army that was getting ready to fight Israel was not just the men under the rule of
King Achish. They were all the Philistine rulers and their men. Achish trusted David. How did
the other rulers feel about David and what did they want Achish to do? Verse 4: “But the Philistine leaders were angry. ‘Send them back!’ they demanded. ‘They aren’t going into battle
with us. They’ll turn against us! What better way is there for him to make up with King Saul
than by turning against us in battle?’”
2. God protected David from having to fight Saul. God protects His children, even when they don’t
feel or see it. The following verses are God’s promises to His children that He will help, protect,
and guide them. Which one did you chose to memorize this week?
Psalm 37:23,24 “The steps of good men are directed by the Lord. He takes joy in each step they
take. If they fall it isn’t deadly. For the Lord holds them with his hand.”
Isaiah 65:24 “I will answer them before they even call to me. While they are still talking to me
about their needs, I will go ahead and answer their prayers!”
Matthew 28:20 “Then teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you.
And be sure of this thing! I am with you always, even to the end of the world.”
James 4:8 “And when you draw close to God, God will draw close to you. Wash your hands,
sinners! Let your hearts be filled with God. He will make them pure and true to him.”
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 19
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 30, verses 1 - 8.
1. What happened in Ziklag while David was with King Achish and the Philistines?

2. What did David and his men do when they saw Ziklag?

The dictionary says bitter means: “Distasteful or distressing to the mind; marked by intensity
or severity; accompanied by severe pain or suffering; harshly reproachful; sharp and resentful” (WEBSTER’S). “Bitterness in Scripture is symbolical of affliction, misery, servitude”
(UNGER’S).
3. What do these verses say about bitterness or being bitter?
Ephesians 4:31

Hebrews 12:15

4. CHALLENGE: What did David ask God, and how did he ask Him? How and what did God
answer?
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Read 1 Samuel chapter 30, verses 9 - 20.

Lesson 19 Questions, Page 2

1. David and his army were very angry. They were ready to kill all the Amalekites and everything
with them. In fact, God had given them the green light to go after the Amalekites. But that doesn’t
mean we have God’s okay to strike back when someone does something mean to us. What do
these verses say that shows you God’s way to act?
Romans 12:17

1 Peter 3:9

2. Why did David and his men give the Egyptian slave something to eat?

3. Using your dictionary, what is the meaning of kindness?

4. The Egyptian slave belonged to an Amalekite; this made him David’s enemy. But David treated
him with kindness. What does Romans 12:20a say is one way to treat an enemy, or someone
who needs help?

5. What kind of pact did David and the slave make?

6. What were the Amalekites doing when David and his men found them?
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7. HARD: What was David’s reward for seeking God’s help and being kind to the Egyptian?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 30, verses 21 - 30.
1. David’s men were being stingy with the loot they kept from the Amalekite battle. Another word
for their actions is greedy. What does 1 Timothy 6:10 say about a greedy attitude?

2. What does David say God did for them?

3. RISKY: Have you ever heard these phrases: “you must share,” or “share and share alike,” or
something like them? Which verses in 1 Samuel 30 do you think express this idea?

Read 1 Samuel chapter 31, verses 1 - 13.
1. While David was fighting the Amalekites, Saul was fighting the Philistines. Why did Saul kill
himself?

2. What three reasons does 1 Chronicles 10:13 give for Saul’s death?

3. What did the Israelites do when they heard what the Philistines did with Saul’s body?

4. How long was Saul king over Israel, according to Acts 13:21?
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK TWENTY
DISCUSSION — LESSON NINETEEN

15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: FLOOR BASKETBALL
Have a series of questions prepared before class begins. These can be questions pertaining to the entire class study, other biblical, history, geography,
sports, etc. Draw a small circle, a little larger than a basketball, on the floor
with masking tape. Set the goal line behind which each player must stand.
Each player is a team. The first player is asked a question, if answers correctly, he gets a chance to try to make a basket with any type ball. If he makes
the basket, he gets two points, if he only answers the question, he gets one
point. Play continues to next player. If he doesn’t make answer correctly, he
doesn’t get a chance for a basket. Set game points goal, the first to make that
goal wins.

15- 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 19

to end of class

CRAFT: BLOW ART

MATERIALS:
construction paper
paint, thinner consistency than needed for normal painting
straws
newspaper
Place newspaper on working surface. Lay construction paper on top. Drop
several small blobs of paint in different areas on paper. Hold straw close to
paper without touching it and blow gently to make a design.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 19 ANSWERS
Read 1 Samuel chapter 30, verses 1 - 8.
1. What happened in Ziklag while David was with King Achish and the Philistines? Verse 1: “Three
days later David and his men got back to their city of Ziklag. They found that the Amalekites
had raided the city. They had burned it to the ground!” [The Amalekites were possible
descendants of Esau (Genesis 36:12), who was the brother of Jacob, father of the 12 tribes of
Israel. Exodus 17:16 says “The Lord will be at war against the Amalekites from generation to
generation” (NIV).]
2. What did David and his men do when they saw Ziklag? Verse 4: “Then they cried until they
could cry no more.”
The dictionary says bitter means: “Distasteful or distressing to the mind; marked by intensity
or severity; accompanied by severe pain or suffering; harshly reproachful; sharp and resentful” (WEBSTER’S). “Bitterness in Scripture is symbolical of affliction, misery, servitude”
(UNGER’S).
3. What do these verses say about bitterness or being bitter?
Ephesians 4:31 “Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every
form of malice” (NIV).
Hebrews 12:15 “Look after each other. That way not one of you will fail to find God’s best
blessings. Watch out that no bitterness takes root among you. When it springs up it causes
deep trouble, hurting many in their spiritual lives.”
4. CHALLENGE: What did David ask God, and how did he ask Him? How and what did God
answer? Verses 7,8: “Then David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, ‘Bring me
the ephod.’ Abiathar brought it to him, and David inquired of the Lord, ‘Shall I pursue this
raiding party? Will I overtake them?’ ‘Pursue them,’ he [God] answered. ‘You will certainly
overtake them and succeed in the rescue’” (NIV). [The ephod was the garment worn by the high
priest which carried the “Urim and Thummim, the sacred stones to discern the will of God”
(UNGER’S).]

Read 1 Samuel chapter 30, verses 9 - 20.
1. David and his army were very angry. They were ready to kill all the Amalekites and everything
with them. In fact, God had given them the green light to go after the Amalekites. But that doesn’t
mean we have God’s okay to strike back when someone does something mean to us. What do
these verses say that shows you God’s way to act?
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Romans 12:17 “Never pay back evil for evil. Do things in a way that everyone can see you are
honest. Don’t argue with anyone. Be at peace with everyone as much as you can.”
1 Peter 3:9 “Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t snap back at those who say unkind things about
you. Instead, pray for God’s help for them. We are to be kind to others. And if we are, God
will bless us for it.”
2. Why did David and his men give the Egyptian slave something to eat? Verse 13b: “‘I am an
Egyptian. I was the servant of an Amalekite,’ he replied. ‘My master left me behind three days
ago because I was sick.’” [The Besor Ravine was about 20 miles south of Ziklag.]
3. Using your dictionary, what is the meaning of kindness? “Gentleness to and thoughtfulness of
others” (HOLT).
4. The Egyptian slave belonged to an Amalekite; this made him David’s enemy. But David treated
him with kindness. What does Romans 12:20a say is one way to treat an enemy, or someone
who needs help? “Indeed, feed your enemy if he is hungry., If he is thirsty give him something
to drink.”
5. What kind of pact did David and the slave make? Verse 15: “‘Can you tell me where they went?’
David asked. The young man replied, ‘Swear by God’s name that you will not kill me. And
promise you will not give me back to my master. If you promise this, then I will guide you to
them.’”
6. What were the Amalekites doing when David and his men found them? Verse 16: “So he led them
to the Amalekite camp. They were spread out across the fields. They were eating and drinking
and dancing with joy. They had a huge amount of loot! They had taken it from the Philistines
and from the men of Judah.”
7. HARD: What was David’s reward for seeking God’s help and being kind to the Egyptian? Verses
18,19: “David got back all they had taken. The men found their families and all they owned.
And David rescued his two wives.”

Read 1 Samuel chapter 30, verses 21 - 30.
1. David’s men were being stingy with the loot they kept from the Amalekite battle. Another word
for their actions is greedy. What does 1 Timothy 6:10 say about a greedy attitude? “The love of
money is the first step toward all kinds of sin. Some people have even turned away from God
because of their love for it. As a result they have pierced themselves with many sorrows.”
2. What does David say God did for them? Verse 23: “But David said, ‘No, my brothers! The Lord
has kept us safe and helped us defeat the enemy.’”
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3. RISKY: Have you ever heard these phrases: “you must share,” or “share and share alike,”
or something like them? Which verses in 1 Samuel 30 do you think express this idea? Verses
24,25.

Read 1 Samuel chapter 31, verses 1 - 13.
1. While David was fighting the Amalekites, Saul was fighting the Philistines. Why did Saul kill
himself? Verses 3,4: “Then the archers overtook Saul and wounded him badly. He groaned to
his bodyguard, ‘Kill me with your sword. Don’t let these heathen Philistines capture me and
torture me.’ But his bodyguard was afraid to do it. So Saul took his own sword. He fell on the
point of the blade, and it pierced him through.”
2. What three reasons does 1 Chronicles 10:13 give for Saul’s death? “Saul died because he was
unfaithful to the Lord; he did not keep the word of the Lord and even consulted a medium for
guidance” (NIV).
3. What did the Israelites do when they heard what the Philistines did with Saul’s body? Verses
12,13: “So warriors from that town traveled all night to Beth-shan. They took down the bodies
of Saul and his sons from the wall. Then they brought them back to Jabesh. There they burned
them. Then they buried their remains under the oak tree at Jabesh and fasted for seven days.”
[This was an act of respect, and a way of saying thank you to Saul for what he had done 40 years
earlier when he had rescued them from the Ammonites.]
4. How long was Saul king over Israel, according to Acts 13:21? “Then the people begged for
a king. And God gave them Saul, the son of Kish, as their king. He was a man of the tribe of
Benjamin, and he reigned for 40 years.”
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 20
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Read 2 Samuel chapter 1, verses 1 - 16.
1. What did the messenger tell David?

2. What does he say about Saul’s death in verse 10?

3. What does 1 Samuel 31:3,4 say about Saul’s death?

4. After mourning Saul’s and Jonathan’s deaths, David again asked the messenger about Saul’s
death, and asked why he wasn’t afraid to destroy the Lord’s anointed. David figured the messenger was not being completely honest. What does Matthew 12:37 say about the words we
say?

Read 2 Samuel chapter 1, verses 17 - 27.
1. RISKY: For many years Saul was unkind to David, while Jonathan was kind. When David
wrote this song of praise, he included both Jonathan and Saul. From this song list all the things
David said about each of these men. The first thing is already listed for you.
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SAUL

JONATHAN

mighty

mighty

Lesson 20 Questions, Page 2

2. PERSONAL: David said some very nice things about Saul. David was not unkind to Saul. Is
there someone you know but don’t like very much? Has this person been mean to you? Has this
person hit you or said bad things to you and about you? You could get even with this person,
but that would not be what God would want you to do. What do these verses say to help you
treat people the way God wants you to treat them?
Proverbs 3:3-5

1 Peter 3:3,4; 8,9

Read 2 Samuel chapter 2, verses 1 - 11.
1. Where did God lead David to live and what happened there?
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2. What was happening in Mahanaim at the same time David sent his encouraging note, found in
verses 5-7?

Read 2 Samuel chapter 2, verses 12-17; and 2 Samuel chapter 3, 			
verses 1, 6-12.
1. What are the names of the two generals of the opposing armies and what army did each command?

2. When the two generals met to discuss the battle, what did they decide to do?

3. How many men took part in this fight?

4. This was a pretty gruesome fight. What does verse 17 say happened next?

5. CHALLENGE: According to 2 Samuel 2:30,31, how many men were lost on both sides?

6. What does 2 Samuel 3:1 say about this battle?

7. What does 2 Samuel 3:6 say happened to General Abner?
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8. HARD: General Abner was full of pride. He decided to make one of King Saul’s concubines
his own. But King Saul’s son Ish-Bosheth caught him in this evil deed. (In those days this act
was considered an act of treason.) In a huff, what did General Abner decide to do?

The sections of scripture not read: 2 Samuel 2:18-32, 3:2-5,13-39, and all of chapter 4 are
interesting. You could say they have “R” rating due to violence. If you choose to take some
time to read them, do so with caution. By so doing, you will learn more about Ish-Bosheth,
Abner, Joab and this war that’s going on.

Read 2 Samuel chapter 5, verses 1 - 5.
1. What did the leaders of all the tribes of Israel say to David at Hebron?

2. David was 30 years old when he became king, and he ruled over Israel and Judah for 40 years.
But he had been anointed by Samuel when he was a teenager and still living at home (1 Samuel
16:1,13). David waited a long time to do the job God had called him to do. But God’s timetable
and ours are not always the same. Are you waiting for something important to happen to you?
What does Psalm 90:4,12 say about God’s timetable?

3. PERSONAL: Psalm 90:12 might be a good verse for you to memorize to help you during those
times you are waiting for something.
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK TWENTY-ONE
DISCUSSION — LESSON TWENTY
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: WHAT’S HIDDEN?
Have all players sit in a circle. Place at least fifteen items: scissors, glue, crayons, pen, paper, pencil, chalk, eraser, book, JOY lesson, Bible, cup, gum,
craft sticks, etc. (anything) in the center of their circle. Allow 30 seconds
for them to look at the items. Cover the items, then give them 5 minutes to
write down all the items they remember seeing. When time is up, call out the
items, the one with the most items wins; a prize may be given if desired. The
game can be repeated by removing one item. Allow 30 seconds for players
to view items. Then they close their eyes and one item is removed (do not
cover the items). On signal eyes are opened; when a player thinks he knows
the missing item, he raises his hand to answer. If he guesses correctly, he gets
a point. The one with the most points wins.

15- 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 20

to end of class

CRAFT: MILK CARTON BASKET

MATERIALS
clean milk carton
needle threader (optional)
dried flowers, moss, greenery
2 medium two hole buttons (optional)
decorative paper (optional)
paint/brushes (optional)

16” string
stapler, glue
scissors

Open peaked end of milk carton; cut out one long side. Close open end with
staple or glue to form a rectangle. Be sure to staple from outside in so that
staple points are on inside of carton. Poke a hole in the center of the top and
bottom ends. Place one end of the string through a hole. Thread button with
string using the needle threader and tie so the string doesn’t slip through hole.
Paint or wrap with paper. Fill with dried flowers and hang.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 20 ANSWERS
Read 2 Samuel chapter 1, verses 1 - 16.
1. What did the messenger tell David? Verse 4b: “And the man replied, ‘Our whole army fled.
Thousands of men are dead and wounded on the field. And Saul and his son Jonathan have been
killed.’”
2. What does he say about Saul’s death in verse 10? “So I killed him, for I knew he couldn’t live.
Then I took his crown and one of his bracelets to bring to you, my lord.” [The bracelet is probably the armband worn by men in those days.]
3. What does 1 Samuel 31:3,4 say about Saul’s death? “Then the archers overtook Saul and
wounded him badly. He groaned to his bodyguard, ‘Kill me with your sword. Don’t let these
heathen Philistines capture me and torture me.’ But his bodyguard was afraid to do it. So Saul
took his own sword. He fell on the point of the blade, and it pierced him through.” [Some commentators try to reconcile both accounts. It is possible that Saul was almost dead by his sword
and the Amalekite did finish the job as he says in 2 Samuel. It is more likely Saul did die by his
own hand, and the Amalekite was hoping for a reward from David for killing David’s enemy.
For reasons unknown to man, God allowed both accounts to be in the Bible; the first account
bearing more of the weight of truth than the second.]
4. After mourning Saul’s and Jonathan’s deaths, David again asked the messenger about Saul’s
death, and asked why he wasn’t afraid to destroy the Lord’s anointed. David figured the messenger was not being completely honest. What does Matthew 12:37 say about the words we
say? “The words you say now will decide how you will be judged later. You might be proved
innocent by them. Or you might be proved guilty.”

Read 2 Samuel chapter 1, verses 17 - 27.
1. RISKY: For many years Saul was unkind to David, while Jonathan was kind. When David
wrote this song of praise, he included both Jonathan and Saul. From this song list all the things
David said about each of these men. The first thing is already listed for you.
SAUL

JONATHAN

mighty
God’s chosen king
killed mighty foes
gained battle riches
loved
great

mighty
killed mighty foes
gained battle riches
loved
great
fast
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fast
strong
made Israelite women rich
mighty hero

strong
mighty hero
cried for by David
loved by David
he loved David

Lesson 20 Answers, Page 2

[David and Jonathan did not have a homosexual relationship. The love relationship between husband
and wife is very strong and deep, yet David’s and Jonathan’s love for each other was deeper and
stronger than that. But it was not in any way homosexual. God would not have called David “a
man after His own heart”, if David lived such a detestable lifestyle.]
2. PERSONAL: David said some very nice things about Saul. David was not unkind to Saul. Is
there someone you know but don’t like very much? Has this person been mean to you? Has this
person hit you or said bad things to you and about you? You could get even with this person,
but that would not be what God would want you to do. What do these verses say to help you
treat people the way God wants you to treat them?
Proverbs 3:3-5 “Never get tired of being loyal and kind. Hold on to these things with all your
strength. Write them deep within your heart. Perhaps you want favor with both God and
people. If so, then trust the Lord with all your heart. Don’t ever trust yourself.”
1 Peter 3:3,4; 8,9 “Don’t worry about the beauty that depends on jewelry, or clothes, or fancy
hair. Be beautiful inside, in your hearts. Have the lasting charm of a gentle and quiet spirit
that is so precious to God. Also, you should be like one big family. You should be full of kindness toward each other. Love one another with tender hearts and humble minds. Don’t repay
evil for evil. Don’t snap back at those who say unkind things about you. Instead, pray for
God’s help for them. We are to be kind to others. And if we are, God will bless us for it.”

Read 2 Samuel chapter 2, verses 1 - 11.
1. Where did God lead David to live and what happened there? Hebron. Verse 4: “Then the leaders
of Judah came to David. They crowned him king of Judah.” [David was of the tribe of Judah. This
is the second time he is declared king; the first time was by Samuel in 1 Samuel 16:1,13.]
2. What was happening in Mahanaim at the same time David sent his encouraging note, found in
verses 5-7? Verse 8: “But Abner, Saul’s commander, had gone to Mahanaim. There they had
crowned Saul’s son Ish-Bosheth as king.” [David was asking them to accept him as their new
king, just as Judah had. This note is very possibly a political maneuver. David was trying to win
the support of the 10 northern tribes. Although the split does not occur until after Solomon’s
death, this is the beginning of the divided Israel.]
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Read 2 Samuel chapter 2, verses 12-17; and 2 Samuel chapter 3, verses 1,6-12.

1. What are the names of the two generals of the opposing armies and what army did each command? General Abner commanded Ish-Bosheth’s or Israel’s; General Joab commanded David’s
or Judah’s.
2. When the two generals met to discuss the battle, what did they decide to do? Verse 14: “Then
Abner said to Joab, ‘Let’s watch some swordplay between our young men.’”
3. How many men took part in this fight? Twenty-four, twelve from each side.
4. This was a pretty gruesome fight. What does verse 17 say happened next? “The two armies began
to fight each other that day. In the end, David’s men defeated Abner and the men of Israel.”
5. CHALLENGE: According to 2 Samuel 2:30,31, how many men were lost on both sides? Joab
lost 19 men plus his brother Asahel; Abner lost 360 men.
6. What does 2 Samuel 3:1 say about this battle? “That was the beginning of a long war between
the families of Saul and David. David’s position now became stronger and stronger. But Saul’s
family became weaker and weaker.”
7. What does 2 Samuel 3:6 say happened to General Abner? “As the war went on, Abner became
a powerful leader among Saul’s followers.”
8. HARD: General Abner was full of pride. He decided to make one of King Saul’s concubines
his own. But King Saul’s son Ish-Bosheth caught him in this evil deed. (In those days this act
was considered an act of treason.) In a huff, what did General Abner decide to do? Verses 9,10:
“May God curse me if I don’t help David now? I will do all I can to take the kingdom away
from you. David will rule all the way from Dan to Beersheba. It will be just as the Lord said.”
The sections of scripture not read: 2 Samuel 2:18-32, 3:2-5,13-39, and all of chapter 4 are interesting. You could say they have “R” rating due to violence. If you chose to take some time
to read them, do so with caution. By so doing, you will learn more about Ish-Bosheth, Abner,
Joab and this war that’s going on.

Read 2 Samuel chapter 5, verses 1 - 5.
1. What did the leaders of all the tribes of Israel say to David at Hebron? Verse 2: “Even when
Saul was our king you were our real leader. The Lord has said that you should be the shepherd
and leader of his people.”
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2. David was 30 years old when he became king, and he ruled over Israel and Judah for 40 years.
But he had been anointed by Samuel when he was a teenager and still living at home (1 Samuel
16:1,13). David waited a long time to do the job God had called him to do. But God’s timetable
and ours are not always the same. Are you waiting for something important to happen to you?
What does Psalm 90:4,12 say about God’s timetable? “A thousand years are like yesterday to
you! They are like a single hour! Teach us to count our days. Help us to know how few they
are. Show us how to spend them as we should.”
3. PERSONAL: Psalm 90:12 might be a good verse for you to memorize to help you during those
times you are waiting for something.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 21
Before you begin your lesson:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

Our continued study of David now turns to Psalms 5, 18, 19, 23, and John 10.

Read Psalm 5, verses 1 - 12.
1. What does David ask God to do?

2. What is the promise David makes to God?

3. David meets with God in the morning. What does David say about God in verses 4-6?

4. PERSONAL: David was talking about the people of his day. But what he says about sin is true
today too. Have you ever done any of the things he says God hates? Have you ever told your
mom you cleaned your room as she asked, only to have shoved all your mess under your bed or
in your closet? How do you think God feels about your answer to your mom? Or have you ever
felt better than someone else because you knew the answer to a question, and he or she didn’t?
Romans 3:23 says “Yes, all have sinned. All fall short of God’s perfect glory.” What does 1 John
1:9 say you must do when you sin?

5. What does David ask God to do in verse 8?
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6. What does Isaiah 30:21 say about the Lord’s leading?

Lesson 21 Questions, Page 2

7. What does David say about those who trust in God?

Read Psalm 18, verses 1-3, 30-36.
1. RISKY: What emotion does David express to God?

2. CHALLENGE: In verse 2, David uses five military symbols of his day to tell about God’s care
and protection. What are they?

3. CHALLENGE: What pronoun in these three verse is said many times?
4. What does David call God’s way of living and the scriptures?

Read Psalm 19, verses 1 - 14.
1. HARD: Verses 1-6 tell how God’s creation declares His glory. These words were written before
the knowledge that the earth revolves around the sun, even though we use the phrase “the sun
rises and sets.” Although science agrees with the Bible, there are many who will not believe the
Bible. What does Romans 1:19,20 say that shows their excuses are worthless?

2. God’s laws are more precious than what, and sweeter than what?
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3. What does the word of the Lord give to those who follow them?

Lesson 21 Questions, Page 3

4. What do these verses say about the heart?
Jeremiah 17:9

Psalm 139:23,24

Psalm 51:10

5. What does David say he wants to do in Psalm 19:14?

6. In Acts 13:22 Paul says “But God removed him [Saul] from the throne. And he made David the
king in his place. God said, ‘David, the son of Jesse, is a man after my own heart. For he will
obey me.’” David was not perfect. Although David sinned many times, what he really wanted
was to be in tune with the Lord. What was important to God, was important to David. What
upset God, upset David. David wanted to obey the Lord God. He asked forgiveness for his sins.
We read about him asking for forgiveness in the Psalms. He wanted to obey God, to do what
was pleasing in God’s eyes. From Psalm 19, which verse asks God’s help to obey?

6. PERSONAL: How many verses did you memorize during this study? Which was your favorite?
Why not write it here and share with your class?
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1 SAMUEL — WEEK TWENTY-TWO
DISCUSSION — LESSON TWENTY-ONE
15 - 20 minutes

free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes

snack and group recreation: RELAY RACE
Mark a starting line and a goal line. Form into teams; line up behind start line.
Draw a circle at the opposite goal line in front of each team. Each team has a
passing item, such as a bean bag, baton, ball, balloon, etc. The first player
on each team holds the passing item. At the signal, he carries it and places it
inside the circle at the opposite goal line. He runs back and touches off the
second player, who runs, picks up the passing item, brings it back, and gives
it to the third player. The third player takes it back to the circle, returns, and
touches off the fourth player, who runs to get the passing item. Play continues
until one team’s players have all run and are back in starting position. First
one to finish wins.

15- 20 minutes

discuss LESSON 21

to end of class

CRAFT: END OF CLASS FOOD DAY

MATERIALS
HAYSTACKS
2 c chocolate chips

6 oz. can of chow mein noodles

Melt chips in double boiler or microwave. Add noodles, mix well. Drop by
tablespoon onto waxed paper. Cool in refrigerator for 10 - 15 minutes; or until
hardened.
OPEN-FACED SANDWICHES
8 oz. tomato sauce
1 clove minced garlic
1 sm. can sliced olives
3/4 lb. grated sharp cheddar cheese
2 T oil 1/4 c chopped green bell pepper
Mix all and spread over slightly toasted English muffins; or on split French
bread. Broil 5 - 10 minutes, until browned and bubbly.
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1 SAMUEL — LESSON 21 ANSWERS
Our continued study of David now turns to Psalms 5, 18, 19.

Read Psalm 5, verses 1 - 12.
1. What does David ask God to do? Verse 1,2: “O Lord, hear me praying. Listen to my cry, O
God my King. For I will never pray to anyone but you.”
2. What is the promise David makes to God? Verse 2b: “For I will never pray to anyone but you.”
3. David meets with God in the morning. What does David say about God in verses 4-6? “You are
never happy with what is wicked. You cannot stand even the smallest sin. Proud sinners will not
live when you look at them. For how you hate evil deeds! You will destroy them for their lies.
How you hate all murder and deception!”
4. PERSONAL: David was talking about the people of his day. But what he says about sin is true
today too. Have you ever done any of the things he says God hates? Have you ever told your
mom you cleaned your room as she asked, only to have shoved all your mess under your bed or
in your closet? How do you think God feels about your answer to your mom? Or have you ever
felt better than someone else because you knew the answer to a question, and he or she didn’t?
Romans 3:23 says “Yes, all have sinned. All fall short of God’s perfect glory.” What does 1
John 1:9 say you must do when you sin? “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (NIV).
5. What does David ask God to do in verse 8? “Lord, lead me as you promised me you would.
Otherwise my enemies will conquer me. Tell me clearly what to do. Show me which way to
turn.”
6. What does Isaiah 30:21 say about the Lord’s leading? “And your ears will hear a word behind
you, ‘This is the way, walk in it,’ whenever you turn to the right or to the left” (NAS).
7. What does David say about those who trust in God? Verse 11: “But make everyone rejoice who
puts his trust in you. Keep them shouting for joy because you defend them. Fill all who love you
with your happiness.” [J. Vernon McGee says that although David asks God for vengeance on
his enemies in verse 10, this part of the Psalm is future, dealing with the Jews during the Great
Tribulation.]

Read Psalm 18, verses 1-3, 30-36.
1. RISKY: What emotion does David express to God? His love for the Lord.
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2. CHALLENGE: In verse 2, David uses five military symbols of his day to tell about God’s care
and protection. What are they? Rock [large boulder that can’t be moved]; fortress [a place of
safety, an enemy can’t just walk in]; shield [protects from harm]; horn of salvation [strength,
power. If a person took hold of the horns of the altar, he would be safe from his attackers];
stronghold [or high tower, high above the enemy, able to get a sense of what’s going on around
you. When we read the Bible, we get God’s way, perspective, of living]. (Rock, fortress, shield,
horn of salvation, stronghold are from NIV).
3. CHALLENGE: What pronoun in these three verse is said many times? My (NIV). [This makes
God a very personal Lord.]
4. What does David call God’s way of living and the scriptures? Verse 30a: “As for God, his way
is perfect; the word of the Lord is flawless” (NIV).

Read Psalm 19, verses 1 - 14.
1. HARD: Verses 1-6 tell how God’s creation declares His glory. These words were written before
the knowledge that the earth revolves around the sun, even though we use the phrase “the sun
rises and sets.” Although science agrees with the Bible, there are many who will not believe
the Bible. What does Romans 1:19,20 say that shows their excuses are worthless? “These men
know the truth about God. God has taught them in their hearts. Since earliest times men have
seen the earth and sky and all God made. That is how they know about God and his great eternal
power. So they will have no excuse when they stand before God at Judgment Day.”
2. God’s laws are more precious than what, and sweeter than what? Gold and honey.
3. What does the word of the Lord give to those who follow it? Verse 11: “For they warn us away
from harm. And they give success to those who obey them.”
4. What do these verses say about the heart?
Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart more than anything else is very wicked. No one can really know how
bad it is!”
Psalm 139:23,24 “Search me, O God, and know my heart. Test my thoughts. Point out anything
you find in me that makes you sad. Lead me along the path of everlasting life.”
Psalm 51:10 “Create in me a new, clean heart, O God. Fill it with clean thoughts and right desires.”
5. What does David say he wants to do in Psalm 19:14? I want my words and thoughts to please
you. O Lord, you are my Rock and my Redeemer.” [“Redeemer - one who delivers from bondage or trouble” (QUEST, NIV).]
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6. In Acts 13:22 Paul says “But God removed him [Saul] from the throne. And he made David the
king in his place. God said, ‘David, the son of Jesse, is a man after my own heart. For he will
obey me.’” David was not perfect. Although David sinned many times, what he really wanted
was to be in tune with the Lord. What was important to God, was important to David. What upset
God, upset David. David wanted to obey the Lord God. He asked forgiveness for his sins. We
read about him asking for forgiveness in the Psalms. He wanted to obey God, to do what was
pleasing in God’s eyes. From Psalm 19, which verse asks God’s help to obey? Verse 19: “And
keep me from doing wrong things on purpose. Help me to stop doing them. Only then can I be
free of guilt. And then I will be innocent of great crimes.”
6. PERSONAL: How many verses did you memorize during this study? Which was your favorite?
Why not write it here and share with your class?
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