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2 SAMUEL — WEEK 2

DISCUSSION LESSON 1

15 - 20 minutes	 Free time — games, fellowship

15 - 20 minutes	 Snack and group recreation: BASE TAG

Use a piece of cardboard to make one base per player. (An empty cereal box 
is good, and then it can be used for stencils during craft time below.) Scatter 
bases around the playing area. Choose “IT,” who stands on one of the bases 
near the center of the playing area. Other players each stand on one base. When 
“IT” leaves his base, so must the others. “IT” tries to tag a player before the 
player reaches a new base. Only one player may stand on a single base. If a 
player is tagged, he becomes the new “IT.”

15 - 20 minutes	 Discuss LESSON 1

to end of class	 CRAFT: SPIRAL PUZZLE

MATERIALS:

empty paper towel tube	 Bible verses

Prior to Class:	 Run one copy of the Bible verses strips for each student. (See next page.)

In class:	 Cut apart Bible verse strips. 
 

	 In correct numerical sequence, place 
each strip around the paper towel tube 
so that the edge of the strip is on the 
line indicated. 

	 Tape ends securely.

	 The strips must be loose enough to move easily around the tube. For an added 
activity, allow the children to compete with each other to see who can be first 
to align the strips to form the correct Bible verse. Have the kids mix up the 
verses and then exchange puzzles prior to competition.

My God

shall

is my

Wrap strips loosley around
tube.  Tape ends together



Joy of Living 2 Samuel Youth Bible Study • Page 19
Copyright 2007 Joy of Living Bible Studies • Ventura, CA • www.joyofliving.org

Th
e 

Lo
rd

	
at

 a
ll	

al
l y

ou
r n

ee
ds

.	
He

br
ew

s 
13

:6

M
y 

G
od

on
e

he
lp

er
.

Ph
ili

pp
ia

ns
. 4

:1
9

Pr
ay

sh
al

l s
up

pl
y

an
ot

he
r.

Ep
he

si
an

s 
6:

18

Lo
ve

is
 m

y
tim

es
.

Jo
hn

 1
5:

12

1
2

3
4

A
lig

n 
to

p 
of

 st
rip

 to
 d

ot
te

d 
lin

e 
an

d 
ta

pe
 to

 fo
rm

 lo
op

.
A

lig
n 

to
p 

of
 st

rip
 to

 d
ot

te
d 

lin
e 

an
d 

ta
pe

 to
 fo

rm
 lo

op
.

A
lig

n 
to

p 
of

 st
rip

 to
 d

ot
te

d 
lin

e 
an

d 
ta

pe
 to

 fo
rm

 lo
op

.
A

lig
n 

to
p 

of
 st

rip
 to

 d
ot

te
d 

lin
e 

an
d 

ta
pe

 to
 fo

rm
 lo

op
.



Joy of Living 2 Samuel Youth Bible Study • Page 10
Copyright 2007 Joy of Living Bible Studies • Ventura, CA • www.joyofliving.org

2 SAMUEL — LESSON 1

Before you begin your lesson:

a.	 Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you answer the questions.
b.	Some questions may be too hard; it’s ok to write “I don’t know.”
c.	 Think about what God’s Word is telling you for today.
d.	With some questions, it might be helpful to write the scripture verse on your paper.

2 Samuel continues the story of David which began in 1 Samuel. We begin our study with 2 
Samuel 5:6-13, and 1 Chronicles 11:4-7. Saul, Israel’s first king, ruled Israel for many years. At 
the beginning of his reign, or rule, God, through His Holy Spirit, helped Saul. But Saul did not 
obey God, so God told His prophet Samuel to secretly anoint David as king of Israel. Saul became 
jealous of David and began chasing him all over Israel, trying to kill him. He did this for 10 - 15 
years. Then Saul was killed in a battle with the Philistines. Now it was time for David to take over 
the kingdom.

But Abner, Saul’s army commander, thought Saul’s son Ish-Bosheth should be king. Ish-Bosheth 
lived in northern Israel, and David lived in the south, called Judah. The armies of Ish-Bosheth and 
David fought each other. This was a civil war. After David’s victory, Abner and Ish-Bosheth were 
murdered. Then the leaders from the north came to David and asked him to be their king, too.

The family line of David and the maps included with this lesson will help you as you read the 
rest of David’s story in 2 Samuel.

Read 2 Samuel chapter 5, verses 1-13 and 1 Chronicles chapter 11, verses 3-9.

1.	What did the leaders tell David?

2.	What do you learn about David from 2 Samuel 5:4,5?



Joy of Living 2 Samuel Youth Bible Study • Page 11
Copyright 2007 Joy of Living Bible Studies • Ventura, CA • www.joyofliving.org

3.	Where did David go and who lived there? 

4.	CHALLENGE: What promise of reward does David make his men in 1 Chronicles 11:6, and 
who got it? HINT: Look at “DAVID’S FAMILY TREE,” one of the handouts following this 
week’s questions, to find out who his relatives are. This could be important later in our study.

 

Read 2 Samuel chapter 5, verses 13 - 25.

1.	HARD: Verse 14 gives a list of David’s sons. This list is important because it names two men 
who are ancestors of Jesus Christ. David’s sons are: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, Ibhar, 
Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, Elishama, Eliada and Eliphelet. (If you can say all these names your 
teacher needs to give you a prize.) Read Matthew 1:5-17, which is believed to be the ancestors 
of Joseph, and Luke 3:23-32, which is believed to be the ancestors of Mary. Which of David’s 
sons is listed in the Matthew and Luke verses?

2.	HARD: What did David do each time before he fought the Philistines?

3.	After David won the first battle, what does verse 20a say he did? 

Lesson 1 Questions, Page 2
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4.	PERSONAL: Do you have problems? Are you scared about something? Why not do what David 
did?

a.	 Ask God to help you. 1 Peter 5:6 says: “Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God. 
In his good time he will lift you up.”

b.	Follow what He tells you as 1 Peter 5:7 says: “Let God have all your worries and cares. He 
is always thinking about you and watching everything that concerns you.”

c.	 Thank Him for His answers, even before you see them. Philippians 4:6 reads: “Don’t worry 
about anything. Instead, pray about everything. Tell God your needs, and don’t forget to thank 
him for his answers.”

d.	Then tell others what God did. Don’t take the credit for something He did. Give God glory 
and praise for all He has done for you as David did in 2 Samuel 5:20.

Read 2 Samuel chapter 6 verses 1-7, and 1 Chronicles chapter 13, verses 1-7.

It had been a long time since the Ark of God had been in the Tabernacle of the Lord. Many 
years before, when the prophet Samuel was a boy, Israel had been at war with the Philistines. At 
that time the Israelites thought that if they carried the Ark with them into battle they would win. 
But the Ark of God was captured by the Philistines. After 7 months the Philistines returned the Ark 
to Israel because God had allowed a plague to kill many of them. The Israelites took the Ark to the 
home of Abinadab where his son, Eleazar, was assigned to guard it. All Israel was sad, because it 
seemed to them that the Lord had left them.

The Ark was a reminder and picture of God’s presence among His people and was to be handled 
only in the special way God had told them. God wanted the Ark to be carried by poles that stayed 
in rings on the side of it. Only the Levites could carry it. It had to be covered with special cloths. 
Because the Ark was holy, the wood could not be touched. (If you would like to read more about 
the Ark, see Exodus 25:13-15 and Numbers 4:6,15).

1.	What does 2 Samuel 6:2 say David and his men did?

Lesson 1 Questions, Page 3
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2.	How did the Philistines handle the Ark in 1 Samuel 6:7,8a?

3.	How did David’s men handle the Ark in 2 Samuel 6:3?

4.	RISKY: Who handled the Ark the way God wanted it to be handled? The Philistines or David 
and his men?

Read 2 Samuel chapter 6, verses 8-15, and 1 Chronicles chapter 15, verses 11-15.

1.	David was angry at God for Uzzah’s death. Then he became afraid. He realized he made a mis-
take in moving the Ark the way he did. He learned a lesson. What do Psalm 111:10 and 112:1 
say about fearing God and obeying His commands?

2.	What happened to Obed-Edom that made David want to bring the Ark to the City of David?

3.	What does 1 Chronicles 15:13,15 say David did this second time to move the Ark?

Lesson 1 Questions, Page 4
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Read 2 Samuel chapter 6, verses 16 - 23.

1.	Where did David put the Ark, and what did he do there?

2.	Michal, David’s first wife, scolded David for celebrating before God and the people. David was 
doing something that was pleasing in God’s eyes, but was embarrassing to her. What do these 
verses say that all Christians must do?

Acts 5:29 

Ephesians 6:6,7

3.	PERSONAL: The Bible is God’s word to us. It is important that we hide some of its verses in 
our heart. There might come a time when you will need God’s command, and having it hidden in 
your heart will help you to obey Him. This year, why not try to memorize one verse each week. 
By the end of the year you will have more of God’s message to you in your heart than you had 
at the beginning of the class. Be sure you memorize verses you don’t already know. Here are 
three from this lesson: Psalm 111:10, Psalm 112:1, Acts 5:29.

Lesson 1 Questions, Page 5
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Lesson 1 Handout, Page 2
This handout is for both students and leaders. Keep 
for future reference.

Used by permission of Gospel Light.
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Lesson 1 Handout, Page 3This handout is for both students and leaders. 
Keep for future reference.

Used by permission of Gospel Light.
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2 SAMUEL – LESSON 1 ANSWERS

2 Samuel continues the story of David which began in 1 Samuel. We begin our study with 2 
Samuel 5:6-13, and 1 Chronicles 11:4-7. Saul, Israel’s first king, ruled Israel for many years. At 
the beginning of his reign, or rule, God, through His Holy Spirit, helped Saul. But Saul did not 
obey God, so God told His prophet Samuel to secretly anoint David as king of Israel. Saul became 
jealous of David and began chasing him all over Israel, trying to kill him. He did this for 10 - 15 
years. Then Saul was killed in a battle with the Philistines. Now it was time for David to take over 
the kingdom.

But Abner, Saul’s army commander, thought Saul’s son Ish-Bosheth should be king. Ish-Bosheth 
lived in northern Israel, and David lived in the south, called Judah. The armies of Ish-Bosheth and 
David fought each other. This was a civil war. After David’s victory, Abner and Ish-Bosheth were 
murdered. Then the leaders from the north came to David and asked him to be their king, too.

The family line of David and the maps included with this lesson will help you as you read the 
rest of David’s story in 2 Samuel.

Read 2 Samuel chapter 5, verses 1-13, and 1 Chronicles chapter 11 verses 3-9.

1.	What did the leaders tell David? 2 Samuel 5:2b: “‘The Lord has said that you should be the 
shepherd and leader of his people.’” [The leaders of the remaining tribes now recognize that 
David is the one God wants to have as the king over all Israel. This is the third time for David 
to be crowned king. He had been secretly anointed king by Samuel, 1 Samuel 16:13; crowned 
king over Judah, 2 Samuel 2:4; and now is king over all Israel.]

2.	What do you learn about David from 2 Samuel 5:4,5? “He [David] had already been the king 
of Judah for seven years. He began his rule there at the age of 30 [over Judah; 37 over all 
Israel]. He then ruled 33 years in Jerusalem as king of both Israel and Judah. So he ruled 
for 40 years in all.” [David began his rule in Hebron, 2 Samuel 5:3, and 2 Samuel 2:4. This 
quote is from The Bible for Children, the Simplified Living Bible Text; other translations say 
he ruled in Hebron 7 1/2 years and in Jerusalem 33 years for a total of 40 1/2 years.]

3.	Where did David go and who lived there? Jerusalem; Jebusites. [Jerusalem was in the land of 
Benjamin. The Jebusites were a Canaanite tribe the Benjamites had not thrown out of the land 
(Judges 1:21). David wanted the capital of Israel to be in Jerusalem because this was a very 
strategic location. It was 5-6 miles from his home town of Bethlehem, and it was in the center 
of the Israel, sitting on the border between Judah and the northern tribes, thereby making it ac-
cessible to all the tribes.
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4.	CHALLENGE: What promise of reward does David make his men in 1 Chronicles 11:6, and 
who got it? HINT: Look at “DAVID’S FAMILY TREE,” one of the handouts following this 
week’s questions, to find out who his relatives are. This could be important later in our study. 
“David had said, ‘Whoever leads the attack on the Jebusites will become commander-in-chief.’ 
Joab son of Zeruiah [David’s sister] went up first, and so he received the command” [NIV].

Read 2 Samuel chapter 5, verses 13 - 25.

1.	HARD: Verse 14 gives a list of David’s sons. This list is important because it names two men 
who are ancestors of Jesus Christ. David’s sons are: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, Ibhar, 
Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, Elishama, Eliada and Eliphelet. (If you can say all these names your 
teacher needs to give you a prize.) Read Matthew 1:5-17, which is believed to be the ancestors 
of Joseph, and Luke 3:23-32, which is believed to be the ancestors of Mary. Which of David’s 
sons is listed in the Matthew and Luke verses? Nathan and Solomon. [It is believed the gene-
alogies of Matthew and Luke list the royal line through Joseph and the blood line through Mary. 
Both lines point to Jesus Christ as Messiah. Although David had many wives and concubines, 
polygamy was not condoned by the Lord. There are many Old Testament records that indicate 
the problems involved when a man has more than one wife. However, it was practiced in David’s 
day for a variety of reasons. It denoted wealth, rank, and was politically advantageous. But by 
the time the early church was established, God’s marriage ideal was made clear: one man, one 
woman, one flesh.]

2.	HARD: What did David do each time before he fought the Philistines? [He sought God’s guid-
ance.] Verse 19a: “Then David asked the Lord, ‘Shall I go out and fight against them? Will you 
defeat them for me?’” [The Philistines were comfortable with Israel when David seemed to be 
a Philistine ally (1 Samuel 21:10ff), and when the tribes were fighting among themselves. War 
between the tribes weakened Israel’s power. But once the tribes of Israel were united, the Phi-
listines became a little nervous. They knew David was practically invincible, and they wanted 
to stop him.]

3.	After David won the first battle, what does verse 20a say he did? [He gave God the glory, or 
credit, for the victory.] “So David went out. He fought with them at Baal-perazim and defeated 
them. ‘The Lord did it!’ he exclaimed.” [Once the Philistines were defeated, they retreated 
and regrouped, then they waged war again. The second time around they left their idols behind, 
since the idols had not helped them win the first time. David and his men took the idols and 
eventually burned them, 1 Chronicles 14:12.]

4.	PERSONAL: Do you have problems? Are you scared about something? Why not do what David 
did?

a.	 Ask God to help you. 1 Peter 5:6 says: “Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God. 
In his good time he will lift you up.”

Lesson 1 Answers, Page 2
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b.	Follow what He tells you as 1 Peter 5:7 says: “Let God have all your worries and cares. He 
is always thinking about you and watching everything that concerns you.”

c.	 Thank Him for His answers, even before you see them. Philippians 4:6 reads: “Don’t worry 
about anything. Instead, pray about everything. Tell God your needs, and don’t forget to thank 
him for his answers.”

d.	Then tell others what God did. Don’t take the credit for something He did. Give God glory 
and praise for all He has done for you as David did in 2 Samuel 5:20.

Read 2 Samuel chapter 6 verses 1-7, and 1 Chronicles chapter 13, verses 1-7.

It had been a long time since the Ark of God had been in the Tabernacle of the Lord. Many 
years before, when the prophet Samuel was a boy, Israel had been at war with the Philistines. At 
that time the Israelites thought that if they carried the Ark with them into battle they would win. 
But the Ark of God was captured by the Philistines. After 7 months the Philistines returned the Ark 
to Israel because God had allowed a plague to kill many of them. The Israelites took the Ark to the 
home of Abinadab where his son, Eleazar, was assigned to guard it. All Israel was sad, because it 
seemed to them that the Lord had left them.

The Ark was a reminder and picture of God’s presence among His people and was to be handled 
only in the special way God had told them. God wanted the Ark to be carried by poles that stayed 
in rings on the side of it. Only the Levites could carry it. It had to be covered with special cloths. 
Because the Ark was holy, the wood could not be touched. (If you would like to read more about 
the Ark, see Exodus 25:13-15 and Numbers 4:6,15).

1.	What does 2 Samuel 6:2 say David and his men did? “He led them to Baal-judah to bring home 
the Ark of the Lord. The Lord’s seat is above the Guardian angels on the Ark.”

2.	How did the Philistines handle the Ark in 1 Samuel 6:7,8a? “Now build a new cart. Hitch two 
cows to it that have just had calves. Choose cows that have never been yoked before. Then shut 
their calves away from them in the barn. Put the Ark of God on the cart.”

3.	How did David’s men handle the Ark in 2 Samuel 6:3? “The Ark was put on a new cart. It 
was taken from the hillside home of Abinadab. It was driven by Abinadab’s sons, Uzzah and 
Ahio.”

4.	RISKY: Who handled the Ark the way God wanted it to be handled? The Philistines or David 
and his men? Neither. They both handled it incorrectly.

Lesson 1 Answers, Page 3
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Read 2 Samuel chapter 6, verses 8-15, and 1 Chronicles chapter 15, verses 11-15.
1.	David was angry at God for Uzzah’s death. Then he became afraid. He realized he made a mis-

take in moving the Ark the way he did. He learned a lesson. What do Psalm 111:10 and 112:1 
say about fearing God and obeying His commands? “How can men be wise? The only way to 
begin is by respecting God. For growth in wisdom comes from obeying his laws. Praise his name 
forever… Praise the Lord! For all who fear God will be happy. Those who trust in him will be 
blessed. Yes, happy is the man who loves to obey his commands.”

2.	What happened to Obed-edom that made David want to bring the Ark to the City of David? 2 
Samuel 6:11-12: “It stayed there for three months. And the Lord blessed Obed-edom and all 
his family. David heard this. So he brought the Ark to the City of David with great joy.”

3.	What does 1 Chronicles 15:13,15 say David did this second time to move the Ark? “‘The Lord 
destroyed us before because you, the Levites, did not carry it. We did not ask the Lord how we 
should carry the Ark.’ Then the Levites carried the Ark on their shoulders with its carrying poles. 
They did just as the Lord had ordered Moses.”

Read 2 Samuel chapter 6, verses 16 - 23.
1.	Where did David put the Ark, and what did he do there? Verse 17: “The Ark was put inside the 

tent that David had made for it. And he sacrificed burnt offerings and peace offerings to the 
Lord.” [The city of David is Jerusalem. A ceremonially clean person could assist a priest in of-
fering sacrifices.]

2.	Michal, David’s first wife, scolded David for celebrating before God and the people. David was 
doing something that was pleasing in God’s eyes, but was embarrassing to her. What do these 
verses say that all Christians must do?

Acts 5:29 “But Peter and the apostles replied, ‘We must obey God rather than men.’”

Ephesians 6:6,7 “Don’t work only when your master is watching. For then you will be lazy 
when he isn’t looking. Work hard and with gladness all the time. Do everything as if you are 
working for Christ. Do the will of God with all your hearts.”

[Michal may have remained barren as a result of separation from David. Her second husband 
Paltiel (1 Samuel 25:44) followed her to Bahurim after David’s demand for her return. But Ab-
ner told Paltiel to return to his home. Nothing more is said about him (2 Samuel 3:14-16).]

3.	PERSONAL: The Bible is God’s word to us. It is important that we hide some of its verses in 
our heart. There might come a time when you will need God’s command, and having it hidden in 
your heart will help you to obey Him. This year, why not try to memorize one verse each week. 
By the end of the year you will have more of God’s message to you in your heart than you had 
at the beginning of the class. Be sure you memorize verses you don’t already know. Here are 
three from this lesson: Psalm 111:10, Psalm 112:1, Acts 5:29.

Lesson 1 Answers, Page 4


